June/July 2026

FAMILY OF GOD

Monthly Newsletter

“«C_hildren by grace, cxtcncling (_hrist’s embrace”

CHURCH NEWS AND EVENTS

THIS MONTH'S
REMINDERS

« Young Aduli Bible Study Friday at
6:30 pm

e Bible Study Tuesdays at 10 am
e VBS June 15-18 9:30 am-12 pm
Garage Sale July 29-August 1



I ANOTE FROM THE PASTOR...

In the past months a number of our people have sadly
had to put their beloved pets down. Of course there are
many reasons for this—most include the beloved pet be-
coming sick or simply living into old age. As an example,
we have a 17 year old little dog who is declining daily.
We are faced with a difficult and emotional decision. And
our cat is reaching geriatric age, though he seems to be
okay up to this point.

The truth is that our pets are members of our family.
They give us joy, we take care of them, they share with
us the wonderful events of life like with the family gather-
ing for holidays, and we take care of them as we would
our young children. (Feed them, clean up after them,
cuddle with them, and so on). When we lose them we
undergo grief. Our furry friends welcome us home after a
long day. Our dog loves to sit right by us on the couch
when we watch TV. He was bred as a companion dog,
and what a wonderful companion he has been.

| have had four pets over the years we have had to put
down. One of them, our beloved cat died in our son's
arms—suddenly. Perhaps a stroke—I| don't know. But
he simply died, in a flash, unexpectedly. Our family dog
when | was growing up reached the end of her time with
us when she could not walk to go outside. My parents
were s0 broken up, | had to sign the papers to put her to
sleep. Three dogs and one cat, and it never gels easier.

What does Scripture say about animals and pets? They
are part of God's beloved creation, loved and blessed by
God. The animals were brought before Adam to name
them. Isaiah speaks of peace when the lion shall lie
down with the lamb, and a little child will led them. In
Matthew 15, Jesus mentions the dogs that eat crumbs
from the masters’ table.

CS Lewis (who wrote the Narnia series, Mere Christianity,
and The Screwtape Letters) said pets are saved by the
faith of their masters. What a wonderful insight. |imag-
ine our beloved pets running to us when we enter the
Heavenly Kingdom.

Christopher Smart was an English poet that was put in an
insane asylum, but continued to write poetry, and this is
an excerpt from his poem “Jubilato Agno."

“For | will consider my Cat Jeoffry.

For he is the servant of the Living God duly and daily
serving him.

For at the first glance of the glory of God in the East he
worships in his way.

For this is done by wreathing his body seven times round

Pr. Paul Burow

with elegant quickness...

God has blessed him in the variety of his movements.
For, tho he cannot fly, he is an excellent clamberer.

For his motions upon the face of the earth are more than
any other quadruped.

For he can tread to all the measures upon the music.
For he can swim for life.

For he can creep up to catch the musk, which is the
blessing of God upon his prayer..."”

And from Job 12: “But ask the animals, and they will
teach you, or the birds in the sky, and they will tell you; or
speak to the earth, and it will teach you, or let the fish in
the sea inform you. Which of all these does not know that
the hand of the LORD has done this? In his hand is the
life of every creature and the breath of all mankind.”

Thanks be to God for our furry friends.
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ANOTE FROM THE PASTOR...

Greetings to everyone at Family of God —

We are getting into the warmer months of the year. |
am admittedly not a fan of hot weather. | don't like
feeling overheated. | hate getting into a car that's
been sitting in the sun all day. | absolutely abhor hu-
midity and mosquitos. (But then again, you will defi-
nitely hear me complain in the dark winter months,
so there’s no winning there).

One positive part of summer for me is my garden.
We traded a standard lawn in our front yard for
mulch and a perennial garden a few years back. It
has been an enormous amount of work. It's my big
project and | have learned a lot by tending it. | find
that these lessons apply to church life, too.

The first lesson | want to share with you is embrac-
ing surprise. | put down seeds every spring to fill in
the gaps between shrubs, ornamental grasses, and
so forth. | use a blend of seeds and am never sure
what will grow. Sometimes | forget that I've sown
seeds in a particular area. If | also plant bulbs, it may
be a year or two before | see any results. My neigh-
bors have probably heard me talking to myself and
asking, “Now what on earth is that?” Beauty can ar-
rive when you're not looking for it. And you may
plant a seed that won't bear fruit for a long time. You
never know what ministry might yield and where God
is at work.

The second lesson is that every living thing has
different needs. If you've raised kids, you'll know
needs can vary greatly between one child and the
next. Our ministries can be like that, some requiring
a more hands-on approach while others flourish with
more space. Relationships can be like that, too. I've
found that my own needs fluctuate over months and
years—sometimes | need more rest or support than
usual. One size doesn' fit all. How is this the case in
your world? Maybe a friend is having a tough time
and could use a kind note. Maybe your family could
adopt a new prayer practice. Maybe you need a nap.
Be attentive!

| have a lot of takeaways from gardening but I'll
share just one more. Don’t overextend yourself. |
never thought gardening was particularly physical
until 1 did it myself. I've had cuts and bruises and
sunburns. I've strained my hamstrings, thrown out

Pr. Erin Koster

my back, and even injured my wrist after a long af-
ternoon of repetitive weeding. It's great to have a vi-
sion and be ambitious, but if you bum yourself out
(or pinch your sciatic nerve!), you're not going to be
getting anything done in the long run. That's a good
reminder for our church ministry and all areas of life.

It seems Concordia Publishing House is also seeing
faith in nature. Our VBS theme this year is
“Tropical Trek.” We'll be gathering in the momings
from June 15-18. Our Bible stories will take us from
the friendship of Ruth and Naomi to the appearance
of Jesus to the apostle Paul. Wherever we are in the
wildermess, God finds us and cares for us. Sign up
your young person on our website or pick a volun-
teer slot at the kiosk in the narthex. And as always,
let me know if you have questions. Happy summer!

Blessings to you and your loved ones!
- Pr. Erin Koster




COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY May 21, 2026

May 2026 Council Summary
Meeting was called to order at 7:05 by Vice President Larry Parson
Randy Blackorbay led devotions on an excerpt from John.

Memorial Garden: Joan Hermanson presented an update on the project. She has created
a binder with all the information on the project. She recommended a committee to take
over to manage, as this will be an on-going project.

First Aid class conducted earlier this month was reviewed and received praise by the
council members that attended as being valuable. In other facility updates, the HVAC
installation has been completed on budget. The installer was commended for the high
detail and good customer service. Discussion on the outdoor sign continued from previous
months and evolved into a discussion about projects that may be higher priority such as
addressing the rubber roof that is past its life expectancy and the staining on the exterior
stucco. Property Committee will be asked to weigh in on priorities.

New Member installation took place since last council meeting. Council oicially
approved them as members. A big welcome to: Tom and Bev Anderson, Ledin family:
Sondra, Logan, Rylee, Leila, Julie Kasera, and Barbara Poole!

In new business, the Safe Child Policy was discussed. Feedback will be received from CYF
with the target to have council adopt a policy prior to fall resumption of activities. Building
Use policy was also discussed, based on some recent damage to the handicap button by a
renter. (Repairs will be paid for by the renter.)

The Pastors provided updates as well as committee liaisons. Financial update was given by
Rick Strub and report was approved by council.

Meeting adjourned at 9:26pm.




“Quat gon pun” dates in June

Jun 1: Say Something Nice Day

Jun 4: Hug Your Cat Day Tuesday Bible Study: During
Jun 5: National Doughnut Day June, July, and August, the pas-
Jun 8: Best Friends Day tors will hold a Tuesday Bible
Jun 13: Sewing Machine Day study at 10 am. We will study the

Jun 17: Eat Your Vegetables Day
Jun 20: World Juggling Day

Jun 23: Typewriter Day

Jun 2é: Chocolate Pudding Day
Jun 29: Camera Day

Jun 30: Meteor Watch Day

texts for the following Sunday.
Everyone is invited.

i Book Club meets the third Monday of the month at Ipm. The fol-
lowing arve the books they are reading:

June 15 The Maid
Nita Prose
July 20 Midnight on the Potomac

Scott Ellsworth

New members welcome!
Contact Joan Hermanson with any questions.

[ " -
Juat o fun” dates in Guly

Jul 1: International Joke Day

Jul 7: Tell the Truth Day

HNUS GUILTERS Jul 9: Sugar Cookie Day
Project Linus donation Jul 11: Cheer Up the Lonely Day
for May Jul 15: Gummi Worm Day
18 quilts and 10 hats to Head Start Jul 19: Ice Cream Day
7 quilts to CEAP Jul 20: Space Exploration Day

Jul 24: Cousins Day

Jul 29: Lasagna Day

Jul 30: National Cheesecake Day

Jul 31: Uncommon Musical Instruments
Day



Be doers of the word and not hearers only, de- hear so that you can grow into the person
ceiving yourselves. James 1:22 God created you to be.

God wants you to focus on doing what he tells My heartfelt thanks to members of the Sanctu-
you to do, not just hearing what he tells you to  ary choir, and for those who performed on an
do. He calls you to be an active follower of instrument or sang a sclo in worship this past
Jesus, not a passive listener. year.

The truth is you can listen fo sermons and study If you have been considering sharing your mu-

the Bible for decades. Butif you never do an- sical gifts in worship, please let me know.

ything about what you've heard and learned, There are lots of empty chairs in the choir loft

then you're not growing more like Christ. just waiting for those who would take part. Re-
hearsals will resume in August. Wednesday
nights from 7:00 pm-8:15 pm.

The Bible shows you the path to walk on, that's

doctrine. It shows you where you got off the

path, that's reprocf. It shows you how to stay  Blessings,

on the path; that's instruction in righteousness.

God's word is practical, real world fruth.
Judy Blomgren

FOG Music Di-

You say you believe in forgiveness, but do you rector

forgive people who've hurt you? You say you
believe in waiting on God, but are you pa-
tiente

Make plans to do something about what you

\-j i

Junetéenth

In 1843, during the American Civil War, Pres. Abraham Lincoln issued the Emancipation
Proclamation, which declared more than three million enslaved people living in the Confederate states to
be free. More than two years would pass, however, before the news reached African Americans living
in Texas. It was not until Union soldiers arrived in Galveston, Texas, on June 19, 1865, that the state's resi-
dents finally leamed that slavery had been abolished. The formerly enslaved immediately began to cele-
brate. The original observances included prayer meetings and the singing of spirituals, and celebrants
wore new clothes as a way of representing their newfound freedom. Within a few years, African Ameri-
cans in other states were celebrating the day as well, making it an annual fradition. Celebrations have
continued across the United States into the 21st century and typically include prayer and religious services,

speeches, educational events, family gatherings and picnics, and festivals with music, food, and dancing

prayer, feasting, song.




Church Basement Ladies %{f/ & ..

Cdtifad,e,":

What does “church lady"” mean to you? To The price of the
some of us we may picture Mom or Grandma tickets is $44.10;
attending services or perhaps serving on church payment in full
council. Maybe they helped to prepare meals, secures your spot. Checks can be made paya-
or they taught Sunday School or they participat- ble to Family of God. Please note CBL on the
edin Ruth Circle, memo line. If anyone has guestions, please
contact Stephanie Statz at 412-850-8220 for
more information.

Family of God's Ruth Circle members are the
Church Ladies of our church. We gather once
a month and support several committees to Everyone is welcome fo join us in this fun outing.
serve not only our church but our community as  Bring your spouse or invite your friends and fami:
well. One of our upcoming activities will be an  ly. The important part is to join us for lots of fun
outing to see "A Second Helping, The Church and laughs.

Basement Ladies Sequel.” We have tickets re-
served for Sunday, August 14, for the 2:00 p.m.
performance at the Plymouth Playhouse.

Ruth Circle will resume their monthly meetings in
September. Allladies of the church are wel-
come to join.

Pricle Month

Owver the years, gay pride events have spread from large cities to smaller fowns and villoges wordwide—
even in places where repression and violence against gays and lesbians are commonplace. The atmos-
phere at these events can range from raucous, camivalesgue celebrations to strident political protest to

solemn memorials for those lost to AIDS or homophobic violkence.

In June 2000, President Bill Clinton officially designated June as Gay and Lesbian Pride Month, in recogni-
fion of the Stonewall Riots and gay activism throughout the years. A more-inclusive name was chosen in

200% by President Barack Obama: Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Pride Month.

The origins of Gay Pride Month were also honcred by Obama when, in 2014, he created the Stonewall
National Monument, a 7.7-acre around the Stonewall Inn

where the modem gay rights movement began.




Sunday Flowers

6/7 Nancy and Joe 7/5 Allyson McDonald

Rhinhart . i
6/14 Larry and Nancy AL Beon nipp
Knoell 7/19 Joan Hermanson
12026 Flower Chart is posted on B2l Maf'yLﬂu anid Bex- 7/26 Nancy Knoell
the nie Gorres :
narthex kiosk. 6/28 Darlene Peterson
- The cost of the flowers is $35.
a a
Global Mission Support
6/7 Dan Cragg 7/5 —

6/14 Jack and Dixie 7/12 Davon Stedje

2026 Global Mission Support Umiand
Calendar is posted on the kiosk in " 7/19 Joan Hermanson
the narthex. Your $35 weeklv do- 6/21 —
; 7/26 —
nation goes to support Megan Tee
and Tee Sieng’s ministry work in 6/28 —
Japan.
Don & Nancy Bixer 06/05 Dan & Lori Rasmussen 06/16
Armando & Alicia Campos 06/15 Joe & Nancy Rhinhart 04/08
Norris & Carolyn Einertson 06/07 Tim & Amie Sedesky 06/28
Bernie & Mary Lou Gomres 06/19 Ron & Kathy Townsend 07/23
Craig & Tammy Hanschen 07/16 Mark & Ginny Trogen 07/21
Darryl & Julie Holleman 07/24 Ryan & Katrina Trullinger 06/27
Chris & Lynee Meier 06/01 Jack & Dixie Umiland 04/30
Ron & LeAnn Moe 06/06 Richard & Rhonda Withers 06/20
Neil & Jane Nelson 06/21 Paul & Amy Iahalan 07/17
Jeff & Jean Parupsky 04/14




Audrey Ventura 06/01
Pam Williams 04/05
Jeanne Ferguson 06/07
Cynthy Carlson 06/09
Susan Phleger 04/10
Sheldon Johnson 06/13
Ron Townsend 06/14
Jacob Hanson 06/18
Amanda Jones 06/20
Kwiyear Mongrue 06/20
Zolay Daynuah 06/21
Anna Heltemes 06/21
Jackson Peterson 06/24
Jean lverson 06/24
Andrew Jacobson 06/26
Kokpor Daynuah 06/29
Philip Haywood 06/30
Eric Wick 07/01
David Butts 07/01
Diane Tripp 07/02
John Buesgens 07/02
William Hanson 07/03
Renee Hanson 07/03
Williaom Courchane 07/03
Caroline Clink 07 /04
Aaron Balzer 07/07
Dan Jorenby 07/08
Jean Parupsky 07/09
Bev Delaney 07/09
LaDonna Blackorbay 07/10
Larry Parson 07/11
Laurie Fedie 07/12

Mark Newgard 07/12
Joan Hermanson 07/13
Ryan Trullinger 07/13
Piper Wick 07/16
Julie Johnson 07/17
Craig Hanschen 07/18
Joann Frankena 07/21
Linda Johnson 07/22
Mia Okray-Grubac 07/23
Erin Koster 07/24
Rachel Jacobson 07/24
Nancy Balzer 07/27
Breanna Peterson 07/29
Lynn Hatcher 07/31
Samuel Strub 07/31

If your birthday or anniversary does not ap-
pear, please bring this to the office's atten-
tion.




FAMILY OF GOD MEMORIAL GARDEN

The Family of God Memory Garden was given in loving memory of Arnie Hermanson by Joan Hermanson
and family. We would like to thank all the people that generously gave of their time and talents to make this
garden possible especially Pastor Paul, Ally, and members of the Care of Property Committee. A special
thank you to Sue Elsass for providing help with physical labor, ideas, decision making and moral support.
We have appreciated the interest, encouragement, and support of the congregation during this more than

two year project.

SPONSOR
Anita Baerg

Kathy Behrens & Sue Elsass

LaDonna Blackorbay
Linda Broman
Daniel R Burow
Larry Carlson

Joel, Matt, Tim & Chris Cary, & Jill Lidberg &

& Families
Mary Ellen Chinander
Dan Cragg
Jeanne Ferguson
Gary Fisher
Joann Frankena

Family of Bernhard George

Heidi Gonzalez
Craig Hanschen
Joan Hermanson
Joan Hermanson
Dean & Carolyn Jahns
Ladies' Book Club
Ladies' Book Club
Chuck & Sandy Lenthe

DEDICATED TO

Chuck Baerg
LeAnn Moe
Jacob Pfingsten
Erva Mielke & George Mielke

Marcia C. Burow

Gloria Carlson
Bruce, Ona & Julie Cary

Nancy Chinander (Malm)
Randi Cragg
Al Ferguson
Dianne Fisher
Fred Frankena
Bernhard George
Jason Gonzalez
Leonard & Ruth Hanschen
Arnold, Mildred & David Hermanson
Herbert & Oral Timm
Mike J.
Lorelei- Haywood
Helen Johnson
Sandra J. Cawley

Terry Lindberg Doug Lindberg
Rita Loos Frank, Charlene, & Peggy Harris
Janice Malmin Lowell Malmin
Michelle Millard Dan Millard
Nanci & Larry Parson Arron
Darlene Peterson Roger Peterson
Barbara Poole Richard Seixas
Barbara Poole Thomas H. Poole
Nancy Rhinhart Judy & Ruth
Nancy Rhinhart Tom Pool & Loved Ones
Family of God Ruth Circle Ruth Circle Members Now in Heaven
Amie, Tim & Charlotte Sedesky Faith M. Sedesky
Diane Tripp Roger Tripp

Memorial Garden Committee— The Family of God memorial garden is looking beautiful with 34 new engraved
pavers. As a new project, this has been an interesting learning process. Problems and glitches have been worked
out and instructions and guidelines have been written. We are forming a memorial garden committee fo camry on
garden operations for now and in the future. If you are interested in helping on this committee, please contact
Joan Herrmanson at 763-229-5110. Joan wil help train committee membersin the ordering and installation pro-
cesses, Another installation will take place this fall and then after that, once a year on All Saints' Sunday.



Social Ministrg Corner

| just wanted to reach out and thank you again for the wonderful donation that you
dropped off last week. After weighing the donation, we calculated the total weight of the
items which came to 119.4 pounds of food/grocery items and 54.7 pounds of hygiene

items.

Please extend our thanks to all those who donated! These items make a huge dif-
ference for the visitors who utilize the Food Cupboard and we greatly appreciate the
generous contribution from Family of God Lutheran Church!

Enjoy your summer and hope to connect again soon.

Best,
Ellie McDowell, LSW

North Hennepin Community
College

As usual items
which we CANNOT

receive are:

Large apphances.,
typewriters, matireses L
box speings, bed frames and
headboards, houte hold
paoints & cleaners, building
moterials, kerosens & go:
heaters

ALLFURNITURE MUST
BE APPROVED by sither
Egthy Behrens or Nancy
Rhinhart. We will not be
accepling any hide a beads,
enferfainmeni cenfers ar
hutches, mefal or office sze
deks.

Last day for item drop off: July 23

Page 10

GARAGE SALE CORNER

PLEASE, PLEASE icck of our lists of iterms we CANNOT fcke this year.

J ACCEPTED

| Clean Toye
| Agesinfont ond up:
| Gamet and puzses

| Linseuns:
| Smail rugs, foweds. bedding

Jm Do
| Holoween/ial

Baoks

Chiidren’s books. biogrophiss.
Retisn

Houme Décor:

Vioses L fiower. condie holder,
wal art. decorafive bakels
(MO larg= pictures of wall hang-
inge)

Musie:
DVD & Bueray. cd’s ond reconds

Sporting Goads
Sporis gear, fehing. comping.
plonic, bikes. atc.

Crafts

Persanal Cares:

Medicol equipment such o5
crutchas, sic., cufing rons. sic.

Lighti
Lamps and lampshades

Lok amts

Ciathes, bedding, biankets,
dlaper bags, high chaks
umbreda or small strokers, pack n
ploys, eic.

Carage items:
Took, oulo oooessofes, gorden
tooks ond decomiive gardens

Pet Care items:

l‘n-@ -

=
Stuffed onimak
Hapgy Meai Toys
Linens:

Bulky bedipreads. deapedes)
curtains & rods, plliows [Ded or 0é-

con)
Heliday Déoor:

Eastar, etz

Books:

Cootbogks, manual, textbooks.
encyclopadian mogazines. diction
afes fravel ook

Home Décor:

Condles. fins. scropbooks
Musis:

WHS, comette topes

Sporring Coeods:
Exercize pquipment orlorge ferms

Electranics:
Oid phone. TV sierecs ouien
Computers gams consoles

Personal Care:
Cosmatics, body otion, pefumes
Mothing thot can 't be cleonsd

Liglrazes
Celing Eghts o lans, wall o
cutdoar ights

Iafanrs:
Corseals crbs oib mattreses
lorpe sirolers

OEfiee:
Fie cabinats. longe desks

Sale Dates: July 29 thru August 1

11
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Family of God Lutheran Church
8625 Iane Ave North
Brooklyn Park, MM 55443

Change Service Requested

Rev. Paul Burow, Senior Fastor
pburow@fogchurch.org

Rev. Erin Koster, Associote Pastor
Perin @fogchurch.org

Allyson McDonald, Admin Assistant
admin @fogchurch.org

Judy Blomgren, Music Director
judyb305@gmal.com

Claudia Peterson & Madison Benton, Mursery

Office Hours
Monday - Thursday
2200 am-3:00 pm
Fricday
.00 am—I1200 pm

Website: www.fogchurch.org
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