


FAMILY OF GOD  

      Lutheran Church 

 “Children by grace,  

Extending Christ’s embrace” 

 

Easter Sunday  

April 5th, 2026 

Gather 

Prelude                                            “Were You There?”                            arr. Diane Bish 
                                  “Alleluia”  W. A. Mozart 
                                  “Sonata”             Purcell 
             
Welcome 
 
*Easter Acclamation 
 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
P: Christ, in your triumph over the grave and resurrection from death, the  
heavens and earth rejoice! 
C: We praise you, O God! For you have made us victorious over sin! 
P: Where, O death, is thy sting? Where, O grave, is thy victory? 
C: The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law. 
 

All: But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

 

 P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

9:00 am & 10:30 



*Processional Hymn               “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”              ELW 365 



Greeting 
 

 P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
 the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 C: And also with you. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                 “This is the Feast” 



*Prayer of the Day 
 

 P: The Lord be with you. 
 C: And also with you. 
 

 P: Let us pray. God of mercy, 
C: we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has be-
come the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share 
with Christ, and help us to grow towards the fullness of eternal life with you, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



      “Lord of the Dance”             arr. Joel Raney 
 
Young Persons Message                                                                       Pastor Erin Koster  
 

Easter Dialogue                               Psalm 118 (read responsively) 
 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love endures forever! 
Let Israel say, ”His steadfast love endures forever.” 
The Lord is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation. 
There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: The right hand of the 
Lord does valiantly; 
the right hand of the Lord is exalted; 
I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the Lord. 
The Lord has punished me severely, but he did not give me over to death.   
Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give 
thanks to the Lord. 
This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it. 
I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation. 
The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Word     

First Reading                            Acts 10:34-43 
 

34Peter began to speak to the people: "I truly understand that God shows no par-
tiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is ac-
ceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preach-
ing peace by Jesus Christ--he is Lord of all. 37That message spread throughout Ju-
dea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put 
him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and 
allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God 
as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He 
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained 
by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him 
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name." 
 

 P: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  



Second Reading   1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
 

15Now I should remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I pro-
claimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2through 
which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I pro-
claimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain. 
 

3 For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, 
and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5and 
that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more 
than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, 
though some have died. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apos-
tles. 8Last of all, as to someone untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am 
the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the 
church of God. 10But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace towards 
me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—
though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11Whether then it was I or 
they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 
 

 P: The word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.  

 

*Gospel Acclamation               

Gospel Announcement 
  

 P: The Holy Gospel according to John the 20th chapter. 
 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 



*Gospel    John 20:1-18 
 

20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene 
came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the 

tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom 
Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we 
do not know where they have laid him.’ 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out 
and went towards the tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other disci-
ple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw 
the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, fol-
lowing him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and 
the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but 
rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, 
also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the 
scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their 
homes. 
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to 
look into the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Je-
sus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, 
‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my 
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.’ 14When she had said this, she 
turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Je-
sus. 15Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you look-
ing?’ Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried 
him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.’ 16Jesus said 
to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which means 
Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet as-
cended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to 
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” ’ 18Mary Magdalene went 
and announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he 
had said these things to her. 
 
 P: The Gospel of the Lord.  
 C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
 
Sermon                                                                                                     Pastor Paul Burow  
 



*Hymn of the Day     “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds”                    ELW 367 



*Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begot-
ten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incar-
nate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.  For our 
sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascend-
ed into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glori-
fied, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come.  Amen. 

 

*Prayers of the People 
 

P: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers 
before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

 P: Hear us, O God. 
 C: Your mercy is great. 

P: In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your 
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 C: Amen.  
 
*Peace 
 

 P: Christ is risen! 
 C: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 P: The peace of the Risen Christ be with you always. 
 C: And also with you. 



Holy Communion 

Offering Anthem                                  “Risen Indeed”                                      Allen Pote 
 
*Offertory Response                            “Be Not Afraid”                                 ELW 388 

      Sing 2 times 

*Offertory Prayer 
 

P: God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table.  
Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service 
to a suffering world; for the sake of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 
C: Amen. 
 

*Great Thanksgiving 

Continued on next page  



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all plac-
es give thanks and praise… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 

*Sanctus                               



*Words of Institution 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

*Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 

Communion 



Communion Hymn          “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia”                   ELW 369 



Communion Hymn                “Now the Green Blade Rises”                     ELW 379 

         “The Holy City”     Adams 
 

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you 
in his grace. 

 C: Amen. 
 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

P: O Risen Lord, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts.   
Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your life 
may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 



Sending 

Ministry Opportunities 
 

Blessing 
 

P: May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the 
risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, t Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 
and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 

*Sending Hymn                             “Thine is the Glory”                 ELW 376 



*Dismissal 
 

 P: Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
 C: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 P: Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
 C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

Postlude           “Praise to the Lord from Whom All Blessings Flow”        arr. Fred Bock   
          

 



Today’s Worship Participants 
Lector: 9 am: Ladonna Blackorbay 

10:30 am: Ginny Lanctot 
Chancel Choir 

Jack Strub, soloist 
Dave Mantini, trumpet 

Nicole Lang, Flute 
Kristy Mueller, Piano 

 
Family of God Ministry Staff 

Paul Burow, Senior Pastor email: pburow@fogchurch.org 
Erin Koster, Associate Pastor of Children/Youth email: perin@fogchurch.org 

Judy Blomgren, Director of Music email: judyb305@gmail.com 
Allyson McDonald, Admin Assistant email: admin@fogchurch.org 

Claudia Peterson & Madison Benton, Nursery Staff 
 

IN OUR PRAYERS THIS WEEK 
Julie Johnson recovering from surgery 

 

WE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR* 
Josh Thoraldson, Pastor Erin’s cousin who was hospitalized 

Family of Chuck Baerg as they grieve 
Rita Loos’ twin Richard Harris and her sister Mary Swanson for health issues 

Steve Page 
Alan Aleckson, who is still recovering from surgery at home 

 
 

*Those on the prayer list will be named for 4 weeks in the bulletin. If you wish to have someone 
named longer, please notify us and we will extend them on the prayer list for another four 
weeks. We appreciate updates on all those for whom we pray. Thank you for your prayers.       



Announcements 

LeAnn Moe’s Funeral will be on Saturday, June 27th at 2 pm. 

Streaming and viewing services are most easily accessed through our Facebook 
page. 

Family of God Memorial Garden—We are now taking orders to create engraved 
pavers in memory of lost loved ones. Engraving specifications and cost are includ-
ed on the order form. Forms are in the narthex and must be turned in to the church 
office by April 12th to be included in the May 17th dedication. See Joan Herman-
son (763-229-5110) if you have any questions. 

New Member Class—Those interested in joining our congregation please let the 
church office know. We will be holding an orientation on Sunday, April 19th at 11 
am. New members will be received on Sunday, April 26th. 

Minnesota Twins vs Houston Astros on Tuesday, May 19 at 6:40 pm. Tickets are $52. 

The New Church Website is coming along and we need pictures! If you have any 
church related pictures please send them to the admin email address. 

Vacation Bible Study registration is now open! From Monday June 15 to Thursday 
June 18 we’ll be going on a “Tropical Trek” There is no cost to sign up and it’s open 
to all kids, from preschool age to middle school. Ask Pr. Erin if you have questions! 
You can register on our website. 

Compliments of Ruth Circle: As you leave the service, please help yourself to the 
cross that is in the basket on the back table.  Keep it with you every day to remind 
you of Christ’s sacrifice and his love for you.  

Church Wide Spring Clean-up—On Saturday, April 11, 9:00 am-noon, you are ALL 
cordially invited to join in the spring clean-up, both inside and out (weather permit-
ting) at FOG. This will include cleaning windows, sanctuary pews, and vacuuming 
carpets (especially corners). Lots to do outside: Clean out landscaping, trim 
branches. Prep front for grass seed, mulch, etc. Lunch is provided. Thank you for all 
you do! A sign up sheet is in the narthex. 

Social Ministry—In April, we will be collecting for Champlin Park HS, The Shelf.  They 
do not have room to store canned goods. Here is a list of their current needs: 
-Clothing: Socks, variety of sizes, ankle or athletic in length. Black is preferred, white 
okay too 
-Spices and pantry basics: salt, pepper, cumin, oregano, paprika, Italian season-
ing, garlic powder, onion powder, sugar, vegetable cooking oil, etc 
 -Hygiene: toothbrushes, large family-sized tubes of toothpaste. Shampoo/
Conditioner 
-Laundry Soap, pods, powder 



Thank you 
To everyone who has provided the plants for the sanctuary  

this Easter Season. 

Alan and Sue Aleckson given with love  for family and friends and everyone’s pray-
ers and support 

Tom and Bev Anderson given in memory of our parents; David and Marge Ander-
son, and Clement and Ellen Israelson 

Nancy Balzer given in memory of Dianne Fisher and Jason Gonzalez and with love 
for Connie Young and family 

Judy Blomgren given in memory of parents Eldon and Helen Blomgren and in hon-
or of FOG music ministry 

Cindy and John Buesgens given in memory of Mark Buesgens, and Bill and Doloris 
Friberg 

Daniel R. Burow given in memory of Marcia Burow and with love for Mark, Paul, 
and Betsy Burow 

Paul and Jill Burow given in memory of Marcia Burow 

Larry Carlson given in memory of my loving wife, Gloria Carlson 

Mary Ellen Chinander given in memory of dearest sister Nancy Malm Chinander 
and many other family and friends 

Dan Cragg given in memory of wife Randi Cragg and brother Bill Cragg 

Jim and Sue Elsass given in memory of Bob and Clara Mae Elsass, Jean and Nolte 
Sproul, and Jill Elsass Reyes 

Jeanne Ferguson given in memory of husband Al and loved ones 

Gary Fisher given in memory of Dianne Fisher 

Joann Frankena given in memory of husband Fred and parents George and 
Dolores Koelln 

Doug and Larry and family given in memory of Bernard George and with love for 
Darlene George 

MaryLou and Bernie Gorres given in memory of our departed loved ones and in 
honor of our children and grandchildren 

Monica and Dean Heltemes given with love for our daughters Anna, Ellie, and Lau-



ren 

Jeff and Jean Iverson given in memory of Blake Iverson and parents 

Dean and Carolyn Jahns given in memory of our parents 

Barbara Johnson given with love for daughters family and great grandson 

Larry and Nancy Knoell given with love for our family and friends 

Bill and Ginny Lanctot given in memory of family members 

Nicole Lang and Todd Letsche given in memory of Lyle Letsche and Carroll Lang 

Chuck and Sandy Lenthe given with love for our family and friends 

David and Rita Loos given in honor of Alicia, Armando, Alexander, and Landon 
and in memory of Bella and Awesome cat, David John Loos and Briana Reese 

Myra Madsen given in memory of loved ones 

Janice Malmin given in memory of Lowell Malmin 

Betty Masterman given with love for family and friends 

Michelle Millard given in memory of Dan Millard 

Mark and Marie Newgard given with love for our family and friends 

Nanci and Larry Parson given with love for family and friends; past, present, and 
future 

Darlene Peterson given in memory of Roger Peterson 

Scott Peterson given with love for my grandsons Brooks and Jamell Jr. 

Nancy and Joe Rhinhart given in memory of Tom Poole and with love for children 
and grandchildren 

Chris and Stephanie Statz given in memory of Irene and Phil Statz, Susie Statz, Bob 
and Lillian Madsen, and Kris Guy and with love for our family 

Davon Stedje given in memory of dad Dave and aunt Naomi 

Diane Tripp given in memory of Roger Tripp 

Ginny Trogen given with love for this Family of God 

Jack and Dixie Umland given in memory of our parents and siblings 

Rick and Rhonda Withers given in memory of Millard and Ruth Withers, Rodney and 
LaVerne Horsted, and other loved ones. 







FAMILY OF GOD  
        Lutheran Church    8625 Zane Avenue North, Brooklyn Park, MN  
 55443 
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