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Nazo Koulloukian, SBN 263309
nazo@koullaw.com

Hilary Silvia, Of-Counsel, SBN 237993
hilaryi@koullaw.com

KOUL LAW FIRM

217 South Kenwood Strest

Glendale, CA 91205

Telephone: {213) 325-3032 -
Facsiruile: (818) 561-3938

Attorney for Plaintiff,

GILBERT MARTINEZ
and all putative class members

\Additional counsel on next pdge]

Y252

File
STEPHANIE BOHRER, CLERK

B BEPoTY

SUPERIOR COURT FOR THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF SAN JOAQUIR

GILBERT MARTINEZ, an individual, on behalf
of himself and all others sm*u!arly snuated

| Plamuffs, '
”’v.' .

ROCHE BROTHERS INC., & California
romoratmn and DOFS { 50 inclusive,

Dc;endamﬁ

GILBERT MARTINEZ, an individual, on behalf
of hlmseu, all aggrieved employees, and the
State of California as a Private Attorneys General,

Plainiiff,

" vs,

ROCHE BROTHERS INC., a Califoria |

corporation, and DOES [-30, inclusivs,

Defendants.

Case No.:
Case)
[Related to: ST -CY-UQE-2025-0003002]

STK-CV-UOE- 2025-0000351 (Lead

e e e MR

[ oD} ORDER GRANTING
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS
ACTION AND PAGA SETTLEMENT

Case No. STE-CV-UQE-2025-0003002
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Sahag Majarian, Esq. SBN 146621
sahagli@aol.com

Garen Majarian, Esq. SBN 334104
garen@majarianlawgroup.com

{MAJARIAN LAW GROUP, APC

18250 Ventura Blvd.
Tarzana, CA 91356 :
Telephone (818) 609-0807
Facsimile: (818) 609-0892

Attorneys for Plaintiff,
GILBERT MARTINEZ
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TO ALL PARTIES AND THEIR RESPECTIVE COUNSEL OF RECORD:
The Motion for Preliminary Approval of a Class Action and PAGA Settlement came before this

Court, on @ ! 2 ))Lﬂ ,in Departnient 10 B before the Honorable Blanca Bafiuelos, presiding.
The Court having con;idered the papers submitted in support of the application of the parties, HEREBY
ORDERS THE FOLLOWING:

1. The Court grants preliminary approval of the Settlement and the Settlement Class based
upon the terms set forth in the Class Action and PAGA Settlement Agreement (“Settlement Agreement™)
filed herewith. All terms used herein shall have the same meaning as defined in the Settlement
Agreement.

2. The Settlement, which provides for a Gross Settlement Amount of $287,580.00, appears
to be fair, adequate and reasonable to the Class. The Settlement falls within the range of reasonableness
and appears to be presumptively valid, subject only to any objections that may be raised at the final
fairness hearing and final approval by this Court. It further appears that investigation and research have
been conducted such that counsel for the Parties are able to reasonably evaluate their respective
positions, It further éppeéfs to the Court that settlement ‘at this time will avoid substantial additional
costs by all Parties, as well as avoid the delay and risks that would bs presented by the further prosecution

of the Actions. It further appears that the Setilément has been reached as the result of intensive, serious

and non-collusive, arms-length negotiations.” The Parties ate ordered to carry out the settlement

according to the terms of the Settlement Agreement and in conformity with this Order. The Court has

reviewed the morietary reéovery that is being gtanted as part of the Settlement and preliminarily finds
that the monetary settlement awards made available to Class Members is fair, adequate, and reasonable
when balanced against the probable outcottie of further litigation relating to certification, liability, and
damages issues.

3. A final fairness hiearing cﬁ"‘the'dﬁes%izdn of whether the proposed Settlement, attorneys’
fees and costs to Class Counsel, costs of adiinistratiori-and the Class Representatives’ Service Payments
should be finally approved as fair, reasonable and adequate as ic the members of the Class is scheduled

in Depariment 10 B on the date and time set forth in the implementation schedule below.
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4. This Court approves, as to form and coutent, the Court Approved Notice of Class Action
and PAGA Settlement and Hearing Date for Final Court Approval (“Class Notice”). The Court approves
the procedure for Class Members to opt out of, or to object to, the Settlement as set forth in the Class
Action and PAGA Settlement Agreement, and the Class Notice.

5. The Court .dirccts the mailing of the Class Notice by first class mail to Class Members in
accordance with the Implementation Schedule.set forth below. The Court finds the dates selected for
the mailing and distribution of the Class Notice, as set forth in the Implementation Schedule below,
meets the requirements of due process and provide the best notice practicable under the circumstances
and shall constitute due and sufficient notice to:all persons entitled thereto.

6. Specifically, the Class Notice fairly, plainly, accurately, and reasonably informs Class
Members of the following: (1) the nature of the Actions, the definition of the Class, the identity of Class
Counsel, and the essential terms of the Settlement, including the plan of allocation; {2) Named Plaintiff’s
and Class Counsel’s applications for the Class Representatives’ Service Payments, and Class Counsel’s
request for attorneys' fees and litigation costs; (3} a formula vsed to determine the Class Member’s
estimated Individual Class and Paga payment; (4) how to ﬁartici;iéfe in the Settlement; (5) how to object
to the Settlemehi or to ’opt-out if a Class Mc;:hb'ér' wishes to do 50, .énd Class Members’ right to appear

through counsel if they desire; ad (6) how to obtain additional information regarding the Actions and

|| the Settlement. )(Céi‘fférnizi"Rﬁié of ‘éb'ur"c’43.765.)":""’1“'he‘Cc)urt finds that the notice requirements of
|| California Rule of Court 3.769(¢) and ‘(f) ‘are satisfied, and that the Notice that will be provided

|| adequately advises Class Membeérs of 'thé"if.ﬁéﬁtsx‘ under the settlement. Counsel for the Parties are

authorized to correct any typographical errors in the Notice Packet and to make clarifications, to the

| extent the same are found or needed, so long s such corrections do not materially alter the substance of

the documents. The Court further finds tat the distribution of the Class Notice is substantially in the

manner and form set forth in the Séttlement Agreement and this Order meets the requirements of due

I process, is the best notice praétic’abl’é under the circumstances, and shall constitute due and sufficient

notice to all persons entitled thereto. -The Court ordets the mailing of the Class Notice by first class

mail, pursuant to the terms-set forth in the Settlement Agreement.




O 00 ~1] &N b b W e

[ T NG T N T G T G T N T N T N S N Y S e e v G G W
G 1 N W b W N - DO NN T R W N~ D

7. Itis orderéd that the Settlement Class is preliminarily certified for Settlement purposes
only., For Settlement purposesv only, the Court conditionally certifies the following Class: “all current
or former hourly, non-exempt employees who worked for Defendant in California from January 9, 2021
through December 31, 2025.” The Seitlement Class, however, shail not include any person who
previously settled or releas cd-'any of the claims.covered by this Settlement, or any person who previously
was paid or received awards through civil or administrative actions for the claims covered by this
Settlement, or anéy person who submits a timely and valid R’equest for Exclusion as provided in this
Settlement. . |

8. The Court also approves for ‘Settl'eiﬁent purposes only that PAGA Members are the
following: “all persons who are worked for Defendant in the State of California as hourly, non-exempt
workers during the period from December 20, 2023 through December 31, 2025.”

9. The Court concludes that, for Settlement purposes only, the Class meets the requirements
for certification under Section 382 of the California Code of Civil Procedure in that: (a) the Class is
ascertainable and so numerous that joinder of all Class Members is impracticable; (b) common questions
of law and fact predominate, and there is a well-defined community of interest amongst the Class
Members with respect to the subject matter of the litigation; (c) the claims of the named Plaintiffs are
typical of the claims of the Class Members; (d) the Class Representatives will fairly and adequately
protect the interests of the Class Mgnﬁbéi's;‘"(é)' a class action is superior to other available methods for
the efficient adjudication oflthi‘s'contfovérs'y';l and (f) counsel for the Class is qualified to act as counsel
for the Class. B A

10.  The Court confirms Plaintiff Gilbert Martinez as Class Representative, and Nazo
Koulloukian of Koul Law Firm, APC, and Sahag Majarian, II, and Garen Majarian of Majarian Law
Group, APCas Class Counsel. T

11, The Court confirms the ﬁj;)pbinﬁnent of ILYM( Group, Inc. as the Settlement
Administrator. T e '

12.  To facilitate administration of the Settlement pending final approval, the Court hereby

enjoins Plaintiff and all Class Members from filing or proseciting any claims, suits or administrative

proceedings (including filing claims with the Division of Labor Standards Enforcement of the California
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Department of Industrial Relations) regarding claims released by the Settiement, unless and until such

Class Members have filed valid Requests for Exclusion with the Settlement Administrator.

13.

The Court orders the following Implemenfation Schedule for further proceedings:

Deadline for Defendant to Submit Class Data
to Settlement Administrator

Ctli_%lléa

Deadline for Settlement Administrator to Mail
Class Notice to Class Members

10/ 9] 24

Deadline for Class Members to Postmark
Requests for Exclusion

u/z%/w

Deadline for Class Members to Postmark any
Objections to Settlement

Deadline for Class Counsel to file Motion for

- {-Final Approval of Settlement, including.

Request for Attorneys’ Fees, Costs and
Service Payment.

De-adl‘ine for Settlemerit Admihiétratbr fo

cob

B TS

Provide Class Counsel Declaration of Due -

| Diligence and Compliance. |

Deadline for Defendant to provide written of
its choice to withdraw from Settlement to
Class Counsel (if applicable) - -

Final Fairness He_aring,angi_ Fipql App;oyal

N
~
N
=
L
(N
5
D
S
3

t Deadline for Defendant to fund %tﬂemem (1f

Settlement is Effective)

'
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j- Deadline for Settlement Administrator to mail
the Individual Class Payments, Individual ¢
PAGA Payments, Servicc Payment, LWDA
PAGA Payment, and to wire transfer Class

Counsel Fees Payment and Class Counsel . 7 / ! .
Expense Payment (if Settlement is Effective) _ l \'{/ ,L7

k. Deadline for Class Members to cash
Individual Class Payments and Individual - . T .
PAGA Payments (if Settlement is Effective) o \/ \ } \ | l 21'7

L Deadline for Settlemert Adminisirator to S
distribute uncashed checks to ¢y pres recipient

(if Sgttlement is Effgctive) 4 | ' o % / . I O - / ()’_6

m, Settlement Administrator to File Proof of
Payment of Individual Class Payments,
Individual PAGA Payments, Class
Representatives Service Payments, and

LWDA PAGA Payment, and to wire transfer % / ‘?> [ / ‘2/%

ST

—y -

the Class Counsel Fees Payment and the Class
Caunsel Expenses Payment (if Settlement is
Effective)

14. The Court reserves the nght to adjoum or continue the date of the final approval hearing
and all dates providéd for in the Settlernent Agreement wifhout further notice to Class Members and
retains jurisdiction to consider all ﬁli"the::.:appl'ica_tions arising out of or cannected with the proposed
Settlexﬁent. | IR R N _

15, As of the date this. Order is signed, all dates and deadlines associuted with the Actions
shall be stayed, othgr_"than those cqgitei’g}ﬂétcd Qéxc:in and in the Settlement Agreement, and pertaining

" to the administration of Settlement of the Actions.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

Dated: l@ hé{ Lo o
[ 1 . " HONQRABLE BLANC#ABANUELOS
’ ' . JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT

7 | BLANGA A. BANUELOS




