Small figs grow on one of
Dava Marable's lig trees.

You can
and should
grow figs

If you think of figs as
plants that grow only in the .
California, around the
Mediterranean and in other
hot, dry places, you should
seg Dave Marable's garden.

Dozens of fig plants flour-
ish around his yard in
Snowball Gate, most of them
no mare than 3 feet tall. "1
have them planted all over
the place, and at a certain
point [ just give them away,"
Marable says

He'll be doing that
Monday, when he gives a talk
on figs at the monthly meet-
ing of the Trevose
Horticultural Society. The
program will include plant-
ing and pruning Informa-
tion, a slide show and sam-
ples of fruit from this year's
arop.

Marable gets about a
dozen figs from a single
plant, but since he has them
all over the yard — 16 In one
bed alone — that can still be
a substantial harvest.
Marable has been a fig lover
all his life, and he's happy to
have his own supply

Marable's figs all started
with a clump he dug up from
the garden of Sylvia Kaskey,
one of his neighbors in
Snowball Gate. He rooted it
and planted it in his garden,
where it soon produced
leaves and, after a year or so,
figs.

The plantings spread on
thelr own, putting up new
shoots nearby, but Marable
ialso makes more plants by
digging up clumps with
roots attached. "1 produce
maybe four or five dozen a
vear,” he says.

He doesn’t baby his fig
trees or give them any spe-
clal protection over the win-
ter. And he doesn't worry
when the plants are still
bare and leafless in early
SUIMImer

“They might look dead,
but then vou notice a little
green spot,” Marable says.
And before long the little
trees put out leaves and start
to grow again.

According to Marable,
anyone can grow figs, and
they're so good for you,
averyone should. If you
don't have a garden, you can
even plant them in large
pots,

Marable hopes his talk
convinces others to give
growing figs a try, "I'm going
to be giving away one of my
figs for adoption.”

Diave Marable will present a talk and
slido show on figs Monday al the
monthly moaaling of the Trovose
Horicutturmal Sociaty, The meealing
baging at 7:30 pom., in tha susiionum
al Wood River Village, Hulmrville
Foad mnd Bensalam Bouwlesard,
Bansalem. Donation |8 53 lor non-
mambars. Call B58-866-8163 lod
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Kiara Marable, 8, Dave
Marabia's granddaughter,
walks along a path made
ol fireplace bricks from
homes in the Qakliree
section of Levitiown. A :
well-trimmed yew (right) is E"’
one of many shrubs in iy
Marable's collection of
original Levittown plants.
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A Snowball Gate garden
preserves plants from

Levittown’s past, and memories
of those who grew them.

By BETTY CICHY

STAFF WRITER
he yard around Dave Marable's house
15 a living museum, a monument to the
people and plants that have made their

home in Levittown over the last half century

He even has a name for it. "This is my
Little Levittown," he says.

Marable, a retired Pennsbury art teacher,
is an avid collector of stories and memorahil-
1a from the community’s past. His passion
for Levittown history is so well-known that
peaple will drop off their original Cobalt
Ridge door if they're remodeling or call up
and invite him to sift through their discards
before they move.

The Snowball
(Gate resident has
displayed his
Levittown memora-
bilia at dozens of
exhibits around the
area. But his other
collection — a land-
scape full of trees
and plants that once
grew in the yvards of
the community's
longtime residents

—~ 15 difficult to
pack up and show
off, 50 far fewer peo-
ple have seen it

“No one knew |
nad the bushes,”
Marable says.

But bushes he
has — pink- and red-
flowering rhododen-
tdrons, boxwoods, A grapevine in Marabla's
vews and more, backyard once grew on
some of them pre a trellis in Lakeside
served from the
early days of Levittown. Each new home sold
in one of Lavittown's sections in the 1950s
came with its own meticulously planned
landscape, which Included shade trees and
evergreens, flowering shrubs and perennials.

Abraham Levitt and his sons, William and
Alfred, wanted thelr new community to have
a parklike feel, with greenery as far as the
eve collld see. Abraham was a gardener at
neart, and he chose the plantings that were
put in place around each house.

“Levitt put almost $8 million in plant
material into Levittown,” Marable says.
Within a few vears what had been woods and
farmland was transformed into a thriving
landscape of neat, vet surprisingly diverse,
suburban gardens.

William Levitt called his father "the
Johnny Appleseed of the 20th century’
Marable says.

The homeowners were supposed to main
tain the lawn and gardens according to the
original design, and many of them did at
first. “Everybody was into gardening," says
Marable, whose parents moved into a home
In Willowood when he was 4.

See HISTORY, 2D



