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Bike Rides and Baseball Cards

A Lifelong Levittown Journey

By David Merabie

hen my family moved into our
Levittown home m the Willowwood
section, it was o wet and muddy
neighborhood. All the houses had lawns of
dirt. Toenter our new home, we woubd walk
on boards from the carport to the vestibuls,
Our neighbors would meet out o the
sidewalles. The year was 1952
After a few years. our neighborhood was
filled with kids. We would play summer
games of indian ball in the backverds. We
would flip bageball cards under the carpont. |
recall Bobby 5. and Alice W', who lived on
Willow Dhive, playing hide and seck by the
light pole, Within minutes we had a doren
kids show up to join in,

As we grew up, Levitlown became aur play-
ground. We would ride our bhikes throughouat
Levittown and Fairbess hills, secking opponcnis
for pickup games of baseball ond basketball.
There was a day | remember playing beschall az
Benjamin Franklin School on Mill Creek Park
wav. A small hellcomter bowered overhesd.

Two men were in the cockpil and they waved
down a1 ws. One of the parents was faking
Bmim camern shits of us plaving baseball, and
lke weok some of the helicopier, To my sur-
prise, when [ kad the Bmm film developed o
single photos 59 vears later, 1 saw that the to
imen in the helicopter were Willion Levitt and
hig pilot Raymond Proffin, | owas locky
enough to meet Baymond Proffict in 2003 at
his heme in Florida.

To enter our new homie, we wonld wall
oit bogrds laid aoross the mid,

g am adult | became very inberested in the
history of Levittown, how it was built, and the
imporance of the coneept. 1 have interviewed
hundreds of original Levittiowners (original
home  owners), They all had  wonderfl
experiences and memories of the community,

A most interesting interview took place in
my odd neighborhiood. [ went to visit Mrs. 5,
still i her Willow Drive home, [ asked her
about Alice W. and if it was wug tha her aung
married Willinm Levitt. It was true, and when |
filled im for Bobby 5's brother puning insula-
tion into homes | was actunlly working for
Levitt & Sons,

in 2000, when [ started 10 gather history
for the Fairess Hills 50ith Amniversary, 1
became even more intrigued by the history
of Levittown. | began to study all the com-
munities that weve built by the family of
Abraham, William and Alfred Levitl Over
the l2s2 decade 1 have collected hundreds of
jowmaks, documents, memorabilia, and
theusands of orginal phodos,

It has boen a grand journey of a lifetime,
especially with my sons helping me to
guther the history and show it all in over
forty programys/exhibing around the area.

To my neighbors: the 60th Anarversary of
Fairless hills is in 2011, and the &0th Anni-
versary of Levittown, PA. will be celebrated
in 2002, Its just around the comer! m
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