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Apprehensive of the eventual demise of our politics, I had written a year ago the following
article, trying to warn our community from falling into a useless if not a disastrous diatribe. It
was a cry in the wilderness. The distressing squabble and backbiting that we have observed
between the two factions of Kinijit has been demeaning and humiliating to the people of
Ethiopia, particularly to those who are suffering infinite abuses, and often loosing their life,
under the grinding rule of the TPLF regime. It has caused an irreparable harm to the cause of
democracy in Ethiopia, and crushed the hope of millions of our people. It has also shown to the
world the levity and lack of responsible behavior of the opposition. The premise that an
opposition that represents the vast majority of the Ethiopian people, has to plead for the
intervention of foreign powers to secure the legitimate democratic rights of its people, puts in
question our country’s independence or neo-colonial status.

Sadly, the contention was not about ideology or political programs and strategies, but provoked
by personal ambition and greed. Professor Mesfin Wolde Mariam, as one of the architects of
Kinjit, and his intimate knowledge of the inner workings of the party, has confirmed these facts
as the causes of his resignation from the leadership. Although his reluctance to reveal these facts
might have been to save the unity of the party, the timely knowledge of the causes for contention
would have saved a lot of confusion and pain for many concerned people and for the Ethiopian
struggle for freedom. The beneficiary from these mischievous and irrelevant altercations is
obviously the TPLF regime.

What I would like to express at this stage, is that we have had enough of all this rumor-
mongering and false posturing by all. I advise that the leaders should go back to their
constituencies and settle their differences on the ground at home. The partisans and supporters of
each faction in the Diaspora, should cool down their inflammatory virulent rhetoric, and focus
their efforts towards those issues that benefit the Ethiopian people, instead of personalities. For
instance, the adoption of HR 2003 by the US Senate, and about the many political, social and
economic issues at home. Whatever rewards they envisage to gain from their partisan loyalties
are still very far, far away.

The unfair and unjust negative campaign against Eng. Hailu Shawl must stop. He is the
legitimate leader of AEUP, the largest and biggest party in Kinijit, and leader of Kinjit, elected
by the Central Committee of the CUD. Few equal his patriotism and dedication for the free
democratic rule in Ethiopia. Unfortunately, he is being badly served by his collaborators in the
Diaspora. However, those who wish to challenge his leadership should go to Ethiopia and
confront him in the appropriate milieu for such endeavor.

The vast and silent majority in the Diaspora should stop their despair and uneasy indifference to
the tragic affairs of the country. We should stop listening to the vapid and self-centered
propaganda that is being disseminated by partisan bodies. We must cease to be captive of
rumors, and mobilize our resources to find real solutions for the crisis in Ethiopia. We must
always keep in mind that politicians and the like, will always tell us what we would like to hear,
and not necessarily the truth. Dr. Fikre Tolossa in his poem “AWEY POLITICA” has given us
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some truthful insights about the nature politics. We have seen and heard enough, it is time to act
as highly concerned and responsible citizens.

1Z

The Macabre Dance over Democracy in the Ethiopian Diaspora

By Imru Zelleke
November 16, 2006

Sometime ago I had written a small essay on the fate our country entitled “Ethiopia: a saga of
missed opportunities”. Somehow the curse that has been dragging our people through one
misfortune after another, does not seem to have abated. When the opportunity arose, defying
political persecution, tremendous physical and moral discomfort, hunger and thirst, eighty-five
percent of the voting population or twenty-six million people came out to vote for democracy,
symbolized by Kinijit. Not because they all knew the leaders in person or had read its Manifesto,
but because it was a Ray of Hope for freedom, peace and justice. The voting went without a
single incident in a most disciplined and dignified manner, which demonstrated an extraordinary
show of popular will and determination to gain freedom democratically.

The EPRDF regime, that had no intention whatsoever to relinquish power, allowed the elections
as a charade of democratic exercise to please foreign donors and no more. As expected, it
shanghaied the results, declared itself the winner, jailed the opposition leaders and thousands of
their followers, killed hundreds and maimed thousands. The foreign patrons of democracy and
freedom declared these openly illegal acts of criminal violence as part of democratic
"development", advised the opposition to accept its ill fate and resign itself to a minority role.
Not only that, but trampling over the basic human rights of the Ethiopian people, and turning a
blind eye to the criminal acts of the regime, they have declared it a great ally against terrorism,
and increased their political support and funding. The lack of a visible (or feasible?) alternative
to the woyane regime, amongst the fragmented opposition, might also be the cause of their
indifference to the failure of democratic process in our country.

The opposition in the Diaspora runs in circles like a beheaded chicken. The so-called Kinjit
leadership in the Diaspora has been high jacked by individuals, which nobody has elected. They
claim legitimacy based on so-called appointments by the leadership in prison. At this point in
time they have split into two contending factions, K-Denver and K-Atlanta, plus the super
supreme K International. Unfortunately, their public quarrels and irresponsible behavior have
reduced the image of Kinjit as a great national political party to that of an amateurish free-for-all.
Because of all these apolitical and petty squabbles, the very issue of democracy in Ethiopia and
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liberation of the people from the yoke of a vile regime, have been relegated to the level of
individual power struggle amongst people whose qualifications as leaders leave a lot to be
desired. Thus, the democratic process that was the axiom of Kinjita philosophy and ideals has
been sidelined.

There are millions of patriotic people in the Diaspora, representing a tremendous pool of
qualified human resources, out of which a highly qualified leadership can emerge. Discouraged
by the bickering and backbiting that prevails amongst the political parties, knowledgeable and
capable people have kept themselves estranged from politics. By the same token, people in the
Diaspora have been disfranchised from any political role, and from their right to elect leaders of
their own choice. They are considered as some sort of amorphous entity, good only for providing
money and making clamorous protest. While the so-called appointed supreme and not so-
supreme leaders are playing havoc with the destiny of the country, the Diaspora is to be the
classical sacrificial lamb at the egotistic altar of people it does not know, and may have not
chosen for leadership to start with. Ultimately, the culprits are ourselves, because of our lack of
cohesive and consistent action about the affairs of our country. Thereby, we have allowed these
transgressions of our own rights and those of millions of our compatriots.

In the meantime, while our pseudo-politicians are playing at being leaders, in addition to donor
countries' domination of our domestic affairs, Chinese, Indians and other foreign interests are
buying the country lock, stock and barrel. The famous AFD coalition led by the OLF is trying to
negotiate by-proxy a deal with the EPRDF through a Kenyan-South African mediation. Where
are all these ins and outs leading to? It is not hard to imagine.

The divided factions of Kinjit are each claiming the support of many chapters, what percentage
of the Diaspora population these chapters represent is unknown. Therefore, in terms of the
opposition in the Diaspora, it would not be an exaggeration to state that it is dysfunctional, and
unable to provide the leadership that can challenge the problems the country faces today. What
we see developing is some sort of mob partisanship instigated by personal prejudices rather than
political choice.

No one disputes the majority of the Ethiopian peoples' choice of the principles embodied in the
Kinijit Manifesto; nor the legitimacy of its duly elected leaders, and the rank and file members
that are paying the ultimate sacrifice. The problem for the citizens in the Diaspora, whose role
can be vital in getting rid of the woyane dictatorship and establish a real democracy in Ethiopia,
is how to render an effective political and material input towards this goal. Throughout the years
the community in the Diaspora has contributed financial and material support to many kinds of
political parties and liberation fronts. The outcome of all these efforts has been mostly
disappointing. The same paradigm of deceit and divisive practice is being observed nowadays.

The Ethiopian Diaspora has an enormous amount of human and material resources. The
community’s professional and entrepreneurial skills, in a most competitive environment is well
established. The transfers of funds to the home country amount to over half billion dollars, and
support thousands of families who otherwise would be destitute. The input to the Ethiopian
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economy represents the most important foreign exchange earning for the country, aside of
foreign aid. Contacts and relations with the home country as well as financial investments locally
are constant and ever increasing. To exclude the citizens in the Diaspora from expressing their
voice and views in the democratic political process in Ethiopia, is ludicrous and unacceptable.

The Ethiopian community in the Diaspora, particularly those men and women endowed with
professional skills and experience, owe it to themselves and to the country of their birth, to come
forward and assume their responsibilities as citizens and leaders. Between internal and external
foes trying to tear her apart, our country today is in a most dangerous situation, in which her very
existence is threatened. This is not time for dilettante politicians, we need good leaders whose
integrity and patriotism are not questionable. I hope that we will rise to the occasion and create
a leadership worth the struggle ahead.

MOST AND ABOVE ALL,
I WOULD LIKE TO APPEAL TO THE YOUNG GENERATION, WHO ARE THE LEADERS

OF TOMORROW AND WHOSE DESTINY IS AT STAKE, TO TAKE ACTIVE PART IN
THE POLITICAL PROCESS AND BUILD A FREE DEMOCRATIC ETHIOPIA.

Imru Zelleke
(Former Ambassador of Ethiopia, Ret.)
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