Piano Audition Material 2026 - 27

Basic audition requirements 

#1 - Scales - Memorized

Basic Scales & Arpeggios: one major scale and its arpeggio (2 octaves/both hands) from the following keys: F, Bb, Eb, Ab, C, G, D
The required scales and arpeggios have to be memorized and played at Tempo = 60 bpm

When asked to play the scale and arpeggio, use the “Scale Examples” link below to show you the rhythmic format of the scales and arpeggio for the audition. The adjudicator will choose one scale and arpeggio for you to perform, from memory, of the 7 scales and arpeggios that you prepared.

Saxophone Scale Examples.pdf - for pattern reference only

Chromatic Scale - play and octave and a third (ex. E to G#) ascending & descending, in 16th notes at a tempo of 60 bpm without stopping - both hands - memorized..

#2 - Basic Excerpt: 
Students will be asked to perform the following excerpt (Please bring your excerpt sheet!):

“You’d be so Nice to Come Home to”
Basic_Piano_Audition_2026.pdf 
· tempo is 146 bpm
· Count yourself off with 8 foot stomps - metronome and earbuds required to keep accurate tempo and time - there is no backing track.

#3 - Improvisation

Students should play the head once and improvise 2 chorus of “Au Privave” with backing track.  
· NOTE: Lead sheet will be provided at audition

Lead Sheet “Au Privave” 
https://www.durhamjazzworkshop.org/uploads/8/3/8/6/83869756/au_privave_c_chart.pdf

Backing Track to “Au Privave” - 
Au Privave - Backing Track


#4 Sight Reading

Students will be asked to sight read

