Drum Set Audition Material 2026 - 27

Basic audition requirements:

Notes: 

1. Students will count themselves off for all prepared audition material.  A four measure count off is required (example: 1 2 3 4, 1 2 3 4, 1 2 3 4, 1,2 3 4, Play excerpt) for each excerpt.
2. Students should bring earbuds/headphones and a metronome source to the audition for proper tempo - this will NOT be provided at the audition.  Please practice with this system prior to audition.
3. When playing full drum set, prioritize: Good Time Feel, Dynamics, Overall Jazz Drum Set Vocabulary

#1 - Stick Control
Students will demonstrate stick control by playing a series of 5 stroke rolls at tempo = 130 bpm and Alternating Paradiddles also at tempo = 130 bpm.  You  will count  yourself off using a stick click for 4 measures before beginning.  Follow sticking as indicated in the excerpt.


Stick Control Excerpts:
Stick Control w_sticking - Basic Drums, 2026-27.pdf

#2 - Big Band Chart
Students will play “Speak Low” following the chart linked below with a backing track. Bring your music to the audition

“Speak Low” - Chart
Basic_Drum-set_Adition_2026.pdf 

	“Speak Low”
Backing Track: “Speak Low”
https://www.jwpepper.com/speak-low-2702203/p?srsltid=AfmBOoollMIzxUaxXbIr4cUpSM9-U_4QcRD0N3W-Nk-DUszrbRK2zzvk

NOTE: scroll down to the speaker icon and click to play to access play along

#3 - Improvisation
	Solo for 12 measures, tempo 120 (please count yourself in and stay on
tempo, using stick clicks 1-2-3-4 as before)
NOTE: this will be played with no backing track


#4 - Sight Read - you will be asked to sight read



