Alto and Baritone Saxophone Audition Material 2026 - 27

Basic audition requirements 

#1 - Scales

Basic Scales & Arpeggios: one major scale and its arpeggio (2 octaves when possible) tongued from the following keys: F, Bb, Eb,C, G, D, A (these are the saxophone starting pitches) 

The required scales and arpeggios have to be memorized and played at Tempo = 60 bpm

When asked to play the scale and arpeggio, use the “Scale Examples” link below to show you the rhythmic format of the scales and arpeggio for the audition. The adjudicator will choose one scale and arpeggio for you to perform, from memory, of the 7 scales and arpeggios that you prepared.

Saxophone Scale Examples.pdf

Basic Chromatic Scale: demonstrate your full range from your lowest note to your highest note in sixteenth notes at 60 bpm, all slurred. Before entering the room tell the proctor your intended starting and ending note of your chromatic scale. Tempo: Quarter note = 60 bpm

#2 - Basic Excerpt: 
Students will be asked to perform the following excerpt (bring music to the audition): 

“Cool ‘N’ Breezy” (play entire excerpt)  Tempo is quarter note = 120 bpm
Cool & breezy Ed. Basic Sax 2026.pdf

#3 - Improvisation : 
Play “Blues by Five” with the backing track.  Play the melody once and improvise for two additional choruses.  NOTE: A leadsheet will be provided at the audition. 

Blues by Five - Leadsheet
Blues by Five Eb part.pdf

Blues By Five - backing track
Bb Blues Backing Track

#4 - Sight reading: students will be asked to sight read




