Drum Set Audition Material 2026 - 27

Advanced audition requirements:

NOTE:

Students should bring earbuds/headphones and a metronome source to the audition for proper tempo - this will NOT be provided at the audition.  Please practice with this system prior to audition.

#1 - Fundamentals

Stick Control
Students will demonstrate stick control by playing a series of 5 stroke rolls at tempo = 130 bpm and Alternating Paradiddles also at tempo = 130 bpm.  You  will count  yourself off using a stick click for 4 measures before beginning.  Follow sticking as indicated on excerpt.

Stick Control Excerpts:
Stick Control w_sticking - Basic Drums, 2026-27.pdf

Afro Cuban/Bembe Pattern - Tempo = 130 bpm
		
	Afro Cuban- Bembe Groove.png

#2 - Advanced Excerpt 
Advanced students MUST prepare Both Basic and Advanced excerpts - bring YOUR excerpts to the audition)

Basic Excerpt:  “Speak Low” following the chart linked below with a backing track

“Speak Low” - Chart
Basic_Drum-set_Adition_2026.pdf  

“Speak Low” - Backing Track - use as a guide & be prepared to play along
https://www.jwpepper.com/speak-low-2702203/p?srsltid=AfmBOoollMIzxUaxXbIr4cUpSM9-U_4QcRD0N3W-Nk-DUszrbRK2zzvk 

	NOTE: scroll down to the speaker icon and click to play to access play along

Advanced Excerpt: “The Kid from Red Bank”
Please practice with the recording as it is the same recording you will play with at the audition.  There will NOT be a count-off for “The Kid from Red Bank”.

Play the entire chart and bring your music to the audition. 


(cont. below)
The Kid from Red Bank - chart
Advance_Drum-set_Audition_2026.pdf

The Kid from Red Bank - recording				
The Kid from Red Bank (1994 Remaster)

#3 - Improvisation

Students will perform an unaccompanied 32 bar, AABA form, swing solo at tempo=144 bpm.
Students will count themselves in using 4 measures of stick clicks 
	Example: click the following - 1 2 3 4, 1 2 3 4, 1 2 3 4, 1 2 3 4, start solo

#4 - Sight reading: students will be asked to sight read
	The sight reading piece will be in the swing style and be a big band chart
	Important considerations: 
1. Keep good time
2. Swing on the ride cymbal and keep 2 & 4 in the Hi hat
3. Bass drum should be used for accents
4. Snare will play the rhythmic figures at the top of the staff - ensemble hits
5. To help prepare, become familiar with big band charts and how the drums interact and lead the band. Dynamics and Orchestration - Listen & play along with recordings.  Notice sub-division and overall feel. 
6. Limb independence is crucial to play this musical style 

Special Aspects of the Advanced Drum audition - see below
1. The advanced drum audition may include a secondary live audition to ensure proper placement of the student with the band
a. You will be notified after the initial round of auditions is complete if a live audition will be required
2. Selected musicians will report (if necessary) to the first rehearsal of the TYJazz Ensemble and TY Jazz Orchestra to play with each group
a. You will be made aware of what music is to be played in each ensemble in advance
b. Directors will focus on your playing interactions, ability to carry, support and lead the big band, your ability to play different styles as well as your overall groove within those styles.  

NOTE: If you are having difficulty understanding how to play big band charts, might we suggest you play the basic audition instead.  This will allow you to become well versed in big band style playing in a less intense environment.  The drummer is actually the leader of the band in performance and needs to lead the band in the nuances of correct style, orchestration, dynamics and time with great authority.


