
FASD
HOT
TAKES
Julian Davies, MD



PUBLIC
HEALTH



Why are we
the other ASD?



FASD is
not “100%
Preventable”



What about
dad tho



FAS is the
most severe?



Does FASD fit
in the
neurodiversity
movement?



DIAGNOSIS



FASD is the
same around
the world,
why does
each country
need bespoke
diagnostic
criteria?



4Digits UP



Binary  Bad
Continuum  Gas



Alcohol thresholds don’t work



“Partial
FAS” needs
to be retired



FASD is not a diagnosis



Do we still need
diagnoses?



IQ is
MISLEADING
in FASD



What if
it’s NOT
the trauma



Docs are
bad at …



DSM5 is
a partial
solution



Confirmed “minimal”
exposure as exclusion
would be less bad?



Size matters



Race-based
norms can
be good?



Is phrenology ever ok?



We won’t
ever have a
unique FASD
behavioral
signature.



We should be
doing genetic
testing more
routinely



INTERVENTION



We’ve been arguing
about diagnostic
guidelines for 50 years,
can we please focus
on interventions?



There won’t
be a magic pill





Enough
with the
deficits, what
about the
strengths?



We don’t need
no education?



INTERDEPENDENCE
not INDEPENDENCE



LEGAL



It’s past time for
FASD/NDD courts



Islands of
competence
don’t
outweigh
patterns of
impairment



Yes we know that NDPAE is
under Conditions for Future
Study, but it’s also available

under Other Specified
Neurodevelopmental Disorder



FASD isn’t an excuse
but it can be a REASON



PARENTING
and
SCHOOLING



There are so many more
functions of behavior
than getting attention!



Can’t vs won’t
What about both



Recess is not
a privilege



Long-
duration
consequence
schemes
are trouble



Move from
fixing
problems to
building on
strengths and
connections



What are
your FASD
HOT TAKES?


