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OBJECTIVE

▪ Setting the pace: Research/FEWs

▪ Case studies 

▪ Research insight

▪ Translation into practice

▪ What does good like





R v Fawcett [2021] NZHC 2406  
• Fawcett’s murder conviction was largely based on 

inculpatory statements or confessions he had made to 
the police. 

• Following the conviction, Fawcett was diagnosed with 
FASD. 

• This Court allowed Fawcett’s conviction appeal by 
consent.

•  
• The Crown conceded that there were concerns as to the 

reliability of Mr Fawcett’s confessions, given his FASD 
diagnosis – the conviction was quashed.

• The judgment said the case had “certain parallels” with 
Teina Pora 

Another New Zealand case:

Fawcett was interviewed on five 
occasions and initially admitted 
to being present during the 
murder, hitting the victim when 
instructed to do so, and dumping 
the body.



Strengths in FASD

People with FASD tend to be good at – 

Creative arts, sports, music, caring, expressive 

language and vocabulary, functioning in a 

well-structured environment, self-awareness, 

building and mechanical skills, second 

languages, resilience, adaptability, motivation, 

determination, and kindness. 



BACKGROUND







Parents interview themes





"Interrogative suggestibility (IS) is defined as 'the 

extent to which, within a closed social interaction, 

people come to accept messages communicated 

during formal questioning, as a result of which their 

subsequent behavioral response is affected."  
(Gudjonsson et al., 2006, p. 84)

1. How suggestible are those with FASD compared to 
neurotypical controls?

2. What is the relationship between memory, 
impulsivity, IQ and suggestibility in FASD-impacted 
individuals when compared to the neurotypical 
population?

Research Questions – Phase II







➢The Acquiescence scores of the FASD group (mean = 5.82; SD = 2.70) was significantly 
higher in comparison to norm values obtained from individuals in the general 
population who are deemed vulnerable e.g., older (>66years old; mean = 2.13; p 
<0.01) and less-exposed to education (0-8years of education; mean = 3.51; p = 0.03) 

➢Tending to agree with statements more easily compared to vulnerable groups in the 
general population?

Acquiescence



Acquiescence is commonly defined as an individual's tendency to offer affirmative 

responses irrespective of the content of questions posed by the interviewer (Jackson & 

Messick, 1958). 

Acquiescence



➢According to Gudjonsson (2003a), compliance is defined as "the tendency of the 
individual to go along with propositions, requests, or instructions, for some 
immediate instrumental gain" (p. 370). 

➢Although linked to interrogative suggestibility, compliance is regarded as 
independent because interrogative suggestibility directly correlates with the belief 
system of the individual accepting suggestions.

➢Wider literature also shows some relationship with Self-esteem

Compliance
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COMPLIANCE – Self-report 

and Parent Report

➢ Eagerness to please/self-esteem protection/avoidance of conflict

➢ There was no significant difference between the compliance 

scores from the FASD group and norm values obtained from 

alleged false confessors in the general population (mean = 14.30; 

SD = 4.0; range = 0 – 20; p = 0.60). 





Material deviations

Fabrications to support false admissions
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WHY DOES ALL OF THIS
 MATTER?
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Current Research, Tania Goddard

• Systematic scoping review and case law review

• Study 1 - Interviews with solicitors and barristers – 
Exploring the fitness to plead process, knowledge of FASD 
and training requirements

• Study 2 - Interviews with expert witnesses - Knowledge of 
FASD, the abilities needed to be fit to plead and testing 
those abilities

• Study 3 - Psychometric assessments and Fitness to Plead 
Assessment tool - Testing individuals with FASD and a 
control group



FASD, Harmful Sexual Behaviours and 
Sexual Offending 
Professional Doctorate, June 2026



WHAT DOES GOOD LOOK LIKE?
❖The PAE question: screening too!

❖Training for justice professionals: SAFETRAC – judges, police

❖Liaison and Diversion - REFERRALS

❖Guidelines: Advocates gateway and Benchbook

❖Instruct the right experts

❖FASD Courts?



THANK YOU SO MUCH!!!

d.j.gilbert1@salford.ac.uk
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