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From the Vicar
Thank you for taking interest in this competition 
to design four panels for one of the magnificent 
stained-glass windows of St Mary Redcliffe Church 
in Bristol. The competition is open to everyone 
and we welcome all responses – from children and 
adults, individuals and groups, local, national and 
international entrants. 

You will find details of how to enter the competition 
and some background information below. 

A chance to have your work displayed in glass in one of the country’s finest churches.

Please contact rhys.williams@stmaryredcliffe.co.uk 
for further information. 

We look forward to seeing where your imagination, 
creativity and vision will lead you. 

Thank you … neighbour. 

Canon Dan Tyndall
Vicar of St Mary Redcliffe Church
January 2022



An eighteenth century view of the church

Detail from Henry Wallis’ Chatterton



About the church
St Mary Redcliffe has been a place of Christian 
worship for over 800 years. It sits in a prominent 
location at the centre of Redcliffe, near Bristol’s 
floating harbour. In 1574, Queen Elizabeth I visited 
St Mary Redcliffe, describing it as ‘the fairest, 
goodliest and most famous parish church in all 
England’.

The first church may have been built on the site in 
Saxon times when Bristol first became a port. Like 
the wider city, Redcliffe has strong links to the sea, 
maritime trade and industries such as glass-making 
and pottery. The church you see today is a treasure of 
national importance – a Grade I-listed masterpiece 
of Gothic architecture from the 15th century. 

Over 800 years of history

The history of the church is peopled with characters 
closely associated with the history of Bristol, such 
as seafarer John Cabot and merchant William 
Canynges, and also later political and cultural 
figures such as Admiral William Penn (the father 
of the founder of Pennsylvania), the artist William 
Hogarth, and ‘Bristol’s boy poet’ Thomas Chatterton 
who grew up opposite the church in the mid-1700s 
and was inspired by its architecture and history. 

Find out more: 

www.stmaryredcliffe.co.uk/heritage  





The church today
More than a Gothic masterpiece, St Mary Redcliffe 
serves a highly diverse community in one of the 
most deprived areas of Bristol. 

Home to a growing, inclusive congregation, this 
parish church has, for over 800 years, stood as 
witness to the glory of God, the skill of craftsmen 
and women, and the faithfulness of generations 
of Christians. 

Find out more

What binds our community is a growing sense of 
vocation, purpose within today’s society and to be 
a church that is…

Singing the song of faith and justice

The building is open daily for all to visit, reflect, 
pray, join in formal workshop, or simply be.

A thriving church in the heart of Bristol

www.stmaryredcliffe.co.uk/worshipping-community



Details from Harry Stammers’ eastern Lady Chapel window

Medieval glass in St John’s ChapelAn example of Victorian stained glass



Heavenly light
One of the most beautiful churches in England, 
St Mary Redcliffe’s many windows are filled with 
breathtaking stained-glass. The church has a long 
history of stained-glass, going back to the medieval 
period when stained-glass exploded in popularity in 
England and the process became more sophisticated. 

Some of the original Gothic stained-glass survives in 
the St John’s Chapel but most of the colourful win-
dows you see today were installed in the Victorian 
and Edwardian periods. More recently, five modern 
stained-glass windows were commissioned from 
Harry Stammers in the 1960s to fill the windows of 
the Lady Chapel. 

Find our more

Stained-glass was original developed as a way of 
telling the Bible’s stories to the public. Many people 
didn’t read and only a privileged few could own a 
Bible. The narratives and symbolism of stained-glass 
windows in churches had a vital function in com-
municating Gods’ message. 

This project will continue this ancient tradition and 
communicate the Church of England’s values today.  

The stained glass of St Mary Redcliffe

www.stmaryredcliffe.co.uk/the-stained-glass-of-st-mary-redcliffe



The competition
For a number of years, St Mary Redcliffe Church Council has been removing 
artefacts that do not accord with our values. Most recently we have 
commissioned a new nativity set that better reflects the diversity of Bristol today. 
Following a call out, a local artist was appointed to work with us to create a new 
nativity set, which is now on display in the church.

Similarly, this competition is an exciting opportunity to be part of our 
continuing journey. This chimes with the commitment expressed by the 
Bishop of Bristol for the whole diocese to be more vocal and more visual in our 
commitment to being a diverse, inclusive and welcoming church for everyone.

We know this competition will add a new chapter to the unfolding story we 
have been telling for centuries of the Good News of God in Christ. We hope 
the winning entry will encourage visitors and pilgrims alike to experience 
something of the wonder and mystery of God’s love for them. We also want 
these new panels to offer a re-telling of our heritage in the context of both our 
history and our mission. 

Removal of stained-glass panels commemorating Edward Colston 

The statue of Edward Colston was thrown into Bristol harbour on 7 June 2020 
and made international news. In the immediate aftermath of that event, St Mary 
Redcliffe Church Council and the Diocese of Bristol took the decision to remove 
the four panels at the bottom of the church’s north transept window. The panels 
bore the name of Edward Colston, his emblem and his motto ‘Go and do thou 
likewise’. They were replaced with plain glass as a temporary measure. Rather 
than hurriedly create new stained-glass panels, we wanted to take the time to 
reflect, consult and design a solution that is well-considered, represents our 
world view today, and will hopefully stand the test of time. 
[Insert photo of north transept window]

The response from members of the church and the wider community was 
mixed. Most people were pleased that the panels had gone, though some 
questioned the process by which they had been removed, while a minority 
voiced the contrary view around ‘airbrushing history’. 

Background



Edward Colston (1636–1721) was an English merchant, Tory Member of 
Parliament, and philanthropist who played a key role in the transatlantic 
slave trade. From 1689 to 1690, he was deputy governor of the Royal African 
Company, which had a monopoly on the English trade in enslaved African 
people. Colston played an active role in the trade of over 84,000 enslaved 
people (including 12,000 children) of whom 19,000 died on their way across the 
Atlantic. As a Bristol MP later in life, he campaigned to keep the slave trade legal. 

In 1895, 174 years after Colston’s death, a few people in Bristol chose Edward 
Colston to be a ‘city father’ to give the city a sense of pride, and a statue was 
erected to commemorate him. At the same time, the vicar of Redcliffe proposed 
that a stained-glass window be installed to honour Colston. The records show 
that ‘the idea was received coolly’, proving that even then Colston’s legacy was 
divisive. 

The North Transept window: And who is my neighbour?

The statue of Edward Colston was thrown into Bristol harbour on 7 June 2020 
and made international news. In the immediate aftermath of that event, St Mary 
Redcliffe Church Council and the Diocese of Bristol took the decision to remove 
the four panels at the bottom of the church’s north transept window. The panels 
bore the name of Edward Colston, his emblem and his motto ‘Go and do thou 
likewise’. They were replaced with plain glass as a temporary measure. 

Rather than hurriedly create new stained-glass panels, we wanted to take the 
time to reflect, consult and design a solution that is well-considered, represents 
our world view today, and will hopefully stand the test of time. 

The response from members of the church and the wider community was mixed. 
Most people were pleased that the panels had gone, though some questioned the 
process by which they had been removed, while a minority voiced the contrary 
view around ‘airbrushing history’. 

IMAGE: The North Transept window

Edward Colston and the transatlantic slave trade



Competition brief

To design four dedication panels for the bottom of 
the Good Samaritan stained-glass window located in 
the North Transept of St Mary Redcliffe Church.

Your design should reflect the theme of the main 
stained-glass window: ‘And who is my neighbour?’ 
as outlined above. 

We are looking for creative and imaginative designs 
that will work well across the four small panels 
of glass that run along the bottom of the north 
transept’s central window. The new design should 
not be seen in isolation and must sit comfortably 
within the context of the north transept as a whole.

The winning design will be recreated in stained-
glass and will replace of the plain panels currently 
installed in the window. 

We hope that the successful design will:
• help us to remember our past 
• enable everyone to experience the gospel
• leave us all feeling a sense of hope in our shared 

future

We will consider all types of design.

EligibilityWhat we’re asking you to do

The competition is open to everyone, including 
those under 18 years old. If you are under 18 years 
old, entries must be accompanied by consent from a 
parent or guardian to enter the competition (which 
can be provided by way of accompanying letter or 
email).

You can enter as an individual or a team – all team 
members must be listed on entry form. 

You do not need to be a stained-glass artist/ designer 
to enter. If the winning design is by a non-stained-
glass artist, we will appoint a stained-glass studio to 
work with you.

You may only submit one entry.



Entries must be in colour and can be submitted 
digitally or on paper. Paper designs must be 
submitted on four individual sheets of A3-size paper 
(one sheet to represent each of the four window 
panels). The design must work across the A3 sheets 
in landscape format.

The winning design will be scaled up to fit the four 
window panels, which measure ??cm x ?? cms.

Digital submissions – please send a .pdf via email or 
wetransfer to:

rhys.williams@stmaryredcliffe.co.uk

Postal Submissions to be sent to: 
The Parish Office
St Mary Redcliffe Church
12 Colston Parade
Redcliffe
Bristol 
BS1 6RA

Competition Deadline date: 

TO BE CONFIRMED 

The competition is free to enter. If entering by post, 
you will pay any postal fees incurred.

You are welcome to visit St Mary Redcliffe Church to 
view the north transept window. 

The church is open daily at the following times:

Tuesday - Saturday 10:00am - 3:00pm
Sunday afternoon following morning worship

Altaernatively, you can arrange an appointment by 
contacting rhys.williams@stmaryredcliffe.co.uk.

The old panels are in storage and can be made 
available for you to use as a resource for your design. 

The design must be an original work and not violate 
any copyright laws. If a third-party image has been 
used, you must provide the valid consents to use it 
in the entry and have evidence that rights have been 
waived for use. 

How to enter Visiting St Mary Redcliffe



Competition brief (cont)
Additional requirements

Please submit the following information along with 
your entry:

• An artist statement of up to 500 words to 
explain the concept behind your design.

• Your CV 
• An artist biography up to 500 words about your 

background. Tell us a little bit about yourself: 
your artistic training, your artistic inspiration, 
any prior exhibitions. 

• Your name, post code, age and contact details 
(phone number and/or email address)

• Your website and social media handles, if 
relevant. 

Judging Process

All artworks submitted will be judged based on the 
following elements of artistic expression:

• Interpretation and the clarity of the theme to 
the viewer.

• Quality of artistic composition (creativity, 
use of colour, use of space, strong focal point, 
originality, overall design based on the theme 
and the ability to reproduce in the stained-glass 
medium). 

Five entries will be shortlisted by a judging panel 
from diverse backgrounds that represents all 
interested parties. 

Exhibition at St Mary Redcliffe 

The shortlisted entries will be displayed in an 
exhibition at St Mary Redcliffe Church and on the 
church’s website. Members of the public will be
invited to view the designs and make comments 

before the judging panel make their final design. 
Comments made by the general public will be 
considered in the final judging process. 

The decision of the competition judging panel will be 
final and no correspondence will be entered into.

All shortlisted artists are required to give permission 
for their work to be photographed and reproduced 
by St Mary Redcliffe Church for the purposes of 
promoting the competition, including in a catalogue 
and on the website. 

Copyright

The copyright of all competition entries remains 
the property of the artist, but the copyright of the 
winning design will become the intellectual property 
of St Mary Redcliffe Church. The winning artist will 
have permission to use their design with approval 
from St Mary Redcliffe Church. 

Winning entry

The winning entry will be announced on …..
The winning artist will work with an appointed 
stained-glass studio as consultants to ensure the 
panels are constructed in a suitable manner to be 
installed in the north transept window. 

The winning designer will receive ……..  for their 
design. 

St Mary Redcliffe Church will cover the construction 
and installation fees, to include time spent to adapt 
the design for construction, and the fabrication and 
installation costs of all four panels, either by the 
winning artist or a stained-glass studio. 





Information
Contact 

0117 231 0060

parish.office@stmaryredcliffe.co.uk

www.stmaryredcliffe.co.uk

The Parish Office
12 Colston Parade
Redcliffe
Bristol BS1 6RA

@stmaryredcliffe

@stmaryredcliffe

@stmaryredcliffe

#stmaryredcliffe


