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Hymn 426

O PRAISE the Lord, ye servants of the Lord,
Into his courts your joyful homage bring,

Ye that within his holy temple stand

Lift up your hands, lift up your voice and sing:
So shall ye have the blessing from your King.

He that hath made all heaven and all the worlds,
Shall from that Sion where his saints adore

Look down with favour, sanctify his Church,
Bless them that tread his sanctuary floor,

And keep them in his ways for evermore.

All glory now to God the Father's name;
Son everlasting, glory unto thee;

And, Holy Spirit, glory thine the same;

One God eternal, blessed Trinity,

As ever was, and evermore shall be. Amen.

Words: From a 19% century pamphlet at St Oswald’s Durham
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Psalm 119.1-16 (pg 500)

Blessed are those that are undefiled in the way : and walk in the
law of the Lord.

Blessed are they that keep his testimonies : and seek him with
their whole heart.

For they who do no wickedness : walk in his ways.

Thou hast charged : that we shall diligently keep thy
commandments.

O that my ways were made so direct : that | might keep thy
statutes!

So shall | not be confounded : while | have respect unto all thy
commandments.

| will thank thee with an unfeigned heart : when | shall have
learned the judgements of thy righteousness.

| will keep thy ceremonies : O forsake me not utterly.
Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way : even by ruling
himself after thy word.

With my whole heart have | sought thee : O let me not go wrong
out of thy commandments.

Thy words have | hid within my heart : that | should not sin
against thee.

Blessed art thou, O Lord : O teach me thy statutes.

With my lips have | been telling : of all the judgements of thy
mouth.

| have had as great delight in the way of thy testimonies : as in all
manner of riches.
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| will talk of thy commandments : and have respect unto thy
ways.
My delight shall be in thy statutes : and | will not forget thy word.

Old Testament Reading: Ecclesiastes 11, 12

Send out your bread upon the waters,

for after many days you will get it back.
Divide your means seven ways, or even eight,

for you do not know what disaster may happen on earth.
When clouds are full,

they empty rain on the earth;
whether a tree falls to the south or to the north,

in the place where the tree falls, there it will lie.
Whoever observes the wind will not sow;

and whoever regards the clouds will not reap.
Just as you do not know how the breath comes to the bones in
the mother’s womb, so you do not know the work of God, who
makes everything.
In the morning sow your seed, and at evening do not let your
hands be idle; for you do not know which will prosper, this or
that, or whether both alike will be good.
Light is sweet, and it is pleasant for the eyes to see the sun.
Even those who live for many years should rejoice in them all;
yet let them remember that the days of darkness will be many.
All that comes is vanity.
Rejoice, young man, while you are young, and let your heart
cheer you in the days of your youth. Follow the inclination of

Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible:
Anglicized Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.



5.30pm Choral Evensong

Hymns and Readings Sheet

St Mary Redcliffe with Temple,

Bristol and St John the Baptist, Bedminster

your heart and the desire of your eyes, but know that for all
these things God will bring you into judgement.

Banish anxiety from your mind, and put away pain from your
body; for youth and the dawn of life are vanity.

Remember your creator in the days of your youth, before the
days of trouble come, and the years draw near when you will
say, ‘I have no pleasure in them’; before the sun and the light
and the moon and the stars are darkened and the clouds return
with the rain; on the day when the guards of the house tremble,
and the strong men are bent, and the women who grind cease
working because they are few, and those who look through the
windows see dimly; when the doors on the street are shut, and
the sound of the grinding is low, and one rises up at the sound of
a bird, and all the daughters of song are brought low; when one
is afraid of heights, and terrors are in the road; the almond tree
blossoms, the grasshopper drags itself along and desire fails;
because all must go to their eternal home, and the mourners will
go about the streets; before the silver cord is snapped, and the
golden bowl is broken, and the pitcher is broken at the fountain,
and the wheel broken at the cistern, and the dust returns to the
earth as it was, and the breath returns to God who gave

it. Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher; all is vanity.

Besides being wise, the Teacher also taught the people
knowledge, weighing and studying and arranging many
proverbs. The Teacher sought to find pleasing words, and he
wrote words of truth plainly.
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The sayings of the wise are like goads, and like nails firmly fixed
are the collected sayings that are given by one shepherd. Of
anything beyond these, my child, beware. Of making many books
there is no end, and much study is a weariness of the flesh.

The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God, and keep
his commandments; for that is the whole duty of everyone. For
God will bring every deed into judgement, including every secret
thing, whether good or evil.

New Testament Reading: 2 Timothy 2.1-7

You then, my child, be strong in the grace that is in Christ

Jesus; and what you have heard from me through many
witnesses entrust to faithful people who will be able to teach
others as well. Share in suffering like a good soldier of Christ
Jesus. No one serving in the army gets entangled in everyday
affairs; the soldier’s aim is to please the enlisting officer. And in
the case of an athlete, no one is crowned without competing
according to the rules. It is the farmer who does the work who
ought to have the first share of the crops. Think over what | say,
for the Lord will give you understanding in all things.
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Collect

O God, forasmuch as without thee

we are not able to please thee;

Mercifully grant,

that thy Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Hymn 455

STRONG Son of God, immortal Love,
Whom we, that have not seen thy face,
By faith, and faith alone, embrace,
Believing where we cannot prove:

Thou wilt not leave us in the dust;
Thou madest man, he knows not why;
He thinks he was not made to die:
And thou hast made him, thou art just.

Thou seemest human and divine,

The highest, holiest manhood thou:
Our wills are ours, we know not how;
Our wills are ours, to make them thine.

Our little systems have their day;
They have their day and cease to be:
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They are but broken lights of thee,
And thou, O Lord, art more than they.

Words: Tennyson
CCLI Licence: 220353 © Public Domain

Hymn 252

The day thou gavest, Lord, is ended,
The darkness falls at thy behest;

To thee our morning hymns ascended,
Thy praise shall sanctify our rest.

We thank thee that thy Church unsleeping,
While earth rolls onward into light,
Through all the world her watch is keeping,
And rests not now by day or night.

As o’er each continent and island
The dawn leads on another day,
The voice of prayer is never silent,
Nor dies the strain of praise away.

The sun that bids us rest is waking

Our brethren 'neath the western sky,
And hour by hour fresh lips are making
Thy wondrous doings heard on high.
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So be it, Lord; thy throne shall never,
Like earth’s proud empires, pass away;
Thy kingdom stands, and grows for ever,
Till all thy creatures own thy sway.

Words: Ellerton
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