Parish Eucharist
for the feast of the Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary

with a sermon of farewell from Canon Stephen
and the return to ministry of the Revd Laura Verrall-Kelly

6" September 2026

10:30am



Welcome to St Mary Redcliffe

Singing the song of faith and justice

Welcome to our Parish Eucharist, the centre-point of our
community and life together, especially if you are joining us
for the first time. We are an inclusive church and celebrate
our diversity, welcoming and affirming all who wish to share
in the Love of God. If you have children please speak to the

duty warden about children’s church.

You are welcome here today.

Any instructions given in worship are only invitations. Please
adopt the position you find most helpful or comfortable. Join
in with the service as you feel able, speaking where words
are in bold. If you prefer to let the liturgy wash over you then
that’s fine too! Please also be aware that this service is
livestreamed. If you would prefer not to appear in the
livestream please speak to a welcomer who will assist you

to find an appropriate seat.

Giving is a part of Christian worship. At the offertory hymn a
collection will take place. There is no compulsion; it is an
opportunity to participate in this part of the liturgy, but you
may prefer to use the card machines at the back of church
or feel unable to contribute at this time. St Mary Redcliffe is
a charity and receives no funding from the central church or
state so we are hugely grateful to all who contribute to our
ministry and work.

Safeguarding is our first priority. If you have any concerns
please contact Esther Keller on 07811723427 or at:
safeguarding.officer@stmaryredcliffe.co.uk

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is
included in this service is copyright, © The Archbishops’ Council, 2000. Scripture
qguotations are from New Revised Standard Version Bible: Anglicized Edition, copyright ©
1988, 1995. National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America,

used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. CCL! Licence: 2203538.
St Mary Redcliffe is a registered charity: 1143534
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Welcome to St Mary Redcliffe.

Please take a moment before our service
begins to prepare to meet God.

The celebrant is the Vicar.

The mass setting is St Anne’s Mass

by James Macmillan b. 1959

The service is introduced with an
invitation to pray:

Sentence
My soul magnifies the Lord, and my
spirit rejoices in God my Savior.

Please stand for the opening hymn.

Tell out, my soul,

the greatness of the Lord:
unnumbered blessings,
give my spirit voice;
tender tome

the promise of his word.
In God my Saviour

shall my heart rejoice.

Tell out, my soul,

the greatness of his name:
make known his might,

the deeds his arm has done;
his mercy sure,

from age to age the same,
his holy name,

the Lord, the Mighty One.

Tell out, my soul,

the greatness of his might:
powers and dominions

lay their glory by.

Proud hearts and stubborn
wills are put to flight,

the hungry fed,

the humble lifted high.

Tell out, my soul,

the glories of his word:
firm is his promise

and his mercy sure.

Tell out, my soul,

the greatness of the Lord
to children’s children

and for evermore.
WOODLANDS NEH 186
Timothy Dudiey-Smith 1926-2024
Walter Greatorex 1877-1949

The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.

Please be seated for the welcome.

Alf  Almighty God, to whom

all hearts are open,
all desires known and from
whom no secrets are hidden:
cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration

of your Holy Spirit
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify

your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Confession and Absolution

peacon YWe have done what was wrong
in the Lord’s sight and chosen
what displeased him. Yet as a
mother comforts her child, so
shall the Lord himself comfort
us. So let us come to him who
knows our every deed and
thought.



All  Almighty God,
our heavenly Father,
we have sinned against you
and against our neighbour
in thought and word and deed:
through negligence, through
weakness, through our own
deliberate fault.
We are truly sorry
and repent of all our sins.
For the sake of your Son Jesus
Christ, who died for us,
forgive us all that is past
and grant that we may serve
you in hewness of life
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God,

who forgives all who truly repent,

have mercy upon you, pardon

and deliver you

from all your sins,

confirm and strengthen you in

all goodness

and keep you in life eternal;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.
All Amen.

Please stand to sing the Gloria.

Glory be to God on high,
and in earth peace,
good will towards men.
We praise thee, we bless thee,
we worship thee, we glorify thee,
we give thanks to thee
for thy great glory,
O Lord God, heavenly King,
God the Father almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son,

Jesus Christ:

O Lord God, Lamb of God,

Son of the Father,

that takest away the sins of the
world, have mercy upon us.

Thou that takest away
the sins of the world,

receive our prayer.

Thou that sittest at the right hand
of God the Father,

have mercy upon us.

For thou only art Holy,

Thou only art the Lord,

Thou only O Christ with
the Holy Ghost art the most high
in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.
John Merbecke 1510-1585

The Collect for the Blessed Virgin Mary
Let us pray:

Almighty and everlasting God,
who stooped to raise fallen
humanity through the child-
bearing of blessed Mary: grant
that we, who have seen your
glory revealed in our human
nature and your love made
perfect in our weakness, may
daily be renewed in your image
and conformed to the pattern of
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Al Amen.

Please be seated.



Isaiah 61:10-11
A reading from the book of the
prophet |saiah.

| will greatly rejoice in the Lord;
my whole being shall exult in my
God, for he has clothed me with
the garments of salvation; he
has covered me with the robe of
righteousness, as a bridegroom
decks himself with a garland
and as a bride adorns herself
with her jewels. For as the earth
brings forth its shoots and as a
garden causes what is sown in
it to spring up, so the Lord God
will cause righteousness and
praise to spring up before all
the nations.

This is the word of the Lord.

All Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

Virgin born, we bow before thee:
Blesséed was the womb that bore thee:
Mary, Mother meek and mild.
Blessed was she in her Child.

Blessed was the breast that fed thee:

Blessed was the hand that led thee;
Blessed was the parent's eye

That watched thy slumbering infancy.

Blesséd she by all creation.
Who brought forth the world's salvation.

And blesseéd they for ever blest.

Who love thee most and serve thee best.

Virgin born we bow before thee:
Blessed was the womb that bore thee:

Mary, Mother meek and mild,

Blesséd was she in her Child.
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Please be seated.
Galatians 4:4-7
A reading from the letter to the
Galatians.

But when the fullness of time
had come, God sent his Son,
born of a woman, born under
the law, in order to redeem
those who were under the law,
so that we might receive
adoption as children. And
because you are children, God
has sent the Spirit of his Son
into our hearts, crying, “Abba!
Father! So you are no longer a
slave but a child, and if a child
then also an heir through God.

This is the word of the Lord.

All  Thanks be to God.

The Gospel Procession
Please stand.

The cantor sings the alleluia after which
the congregation repeat the refrain:

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

My soul magnifies the Lord and my
spirit rejoices in God my Saviour.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!



Luke 1:46-55
peacon 1 he Lord be with you.

All

And also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ according to Luke.

The congregation sings:

TR
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Go-ry to You O Lord.

Mary said, "My soul magnifies
the Lord, and my spirit rejoices
in God my Savior, for he has
looked with favor on the lowly
state of his servant. Surely from
now on all generations will call
me blessed, for the Mighty One
has done great things for me,
and holy is his name; indeed, his
mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his
arm; he has scattered the proud
in the imagination of their
hearts. He has brought down
the powerful from their thrones
and lifted up the lowly; he has
filled the hungry with good
things and sent the rich away
empty. He has come to the aid
of his child Israel, in
remembrance of his mercy,
according to the promise he
made to our ancestors, to
Abraham and to his
descendants forever.”

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

The congregation sings:

fgf’—r—rr—’—ﬁx*,"r:

Praise to Youu O Christ

The Sermon

Please be seated.
Canon Stephen

The Creed
Please stand as you are able.

peacon Let us stand and declare our faith
in God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
All We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus
Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God,

Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation

he came down from heaven,

was incarnate from the Holy
Spirit and the Virgin Mary

and was made man.

For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of
the Father.

He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father
and the Son;

who with the Father and the Son
is worshipped and glorified;
who has spoken through the
prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism
for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of
the dead and the life of the world
to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

peacon Let us pray for the whole church
of God in Christ Jesus and for all
people according to their needs.

Please be seated.

The response is:

Lord, in your mercy,
All  hear ourprayer.

The intercessions conclude:

Merciful Father,

All  accept these prayers for the
sake of your Son, our Saviour
Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Peace

The congregation stands.

God our Father, your handmaid
Mary fed your Son at her virgin
breast. Nourish us at this table
with the bread of heaven

and the cup of salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

The peace of the Lord
be always with you.
All And also withyou.

susdeacon LT US Offer one another a
sign of peace.

All may exchange a sign of peace.
The table is prepared and bread
and wine are placed upon it. The
offering is taken up. If you are a UK
taxpayer, please complete the gift-
aid envelope.

The Offertory Hymn

Praise to the Lord,

the Almighty, the king of creation;
O my soul, praise him,

for he is thy health and salvation:
Come ye who hear,
Brothers and sisters draw near,
Praise him in glad adoration.

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all
things so wondrously reigneth,

shelters thee under his wings,
yea, so gently sustaineth:

hast thou not seen

all that is needful hath been

granted in what he ordaineth?

Praise to the Lord, who doth
prosper thy work and defend thee;
surely his goodness and mercy
here daily attend thee;
ponder anew
all the Almighty can do,
He who with love doth befriend thee.



Praise to the Lord, who, when
tempests their warfare are waging,

who, when the elements madly
around thee are raging,

biddeth them cease,

turneth their fury to peace,

whirlwinds and waters assuaging.

Praise to the Lord, who when darkness
of sin is abounding,

who, when the godless do triumph,

all virtue confounding,

sheddeth his light,

chaseth the horrors of night,

saints with his mercy surrounding.

Praise to the Lord!

O let all that is in me adore him!

All that hath life and breath

come now with praises before him!
Let the Amen

sound from his people again,

gladly for ay we adore him.
L OBE DEN HERREN NEH 440
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The gifts are blessed:
Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the
power, the glory, the splendour,
and the majesty; for everything in
heaven and on earth is yours.

All things come from you,

All and of your own do we give you.

The Eucharistic Prayer
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We lift them to__ the Lord__
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Let us give thanks to the Lord_our God. It is right to give thanks and  praise.
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Please kneel or be seated.

It is indeed right and good, our
duty and our salvation, almighty
Father, ever-living God, to
proclaim the wonders you have
worked in all your saints, and
on the feast of Mary, ever
blessed, to echo her praise of
your loving kindness. For you
have truly done great things
and holy is your name, and your
mercy is on those who fear you
in every generation. When you
looked with favour on your
lowly servant you remembered
your promise of mercy and
gave the world through her
your Son, our Saviour Jesus
Christ. Through him the hosts
of heaven adore you and
rejoice in your presence for
ever. May our voices join with
theirs in the triumphant hymn
of praise:

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts,
heaven and earth are full of thy glory.
Glory be to thee, O Lord most high.

Blessed is he that cometh
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the Highest.



Accept our praises, heavenly
Father, through your Son our
Saviour Jesus Christ and, as we
follow his example and obey his
command, grant that by the
power of your Holy Spirit these
gifts of bread and wine may be to
us his body and his blood;

who, in the same night that he
was betrayed, took bread and
gave you thanks. He broke it and
gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take, eat. This is my body which
is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.

In the same way, after supper he
took the cup and gave you
thanks. He gave it to them,
saying: Drink this, all of you. This
is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for
many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.

Therefore, heavenly Father, we
remember his offering of himself
made once for all upon the cross,
we proclaim his mighty
resurrection and glorious
ascension, we look for the
coming of your kingdom and with
this bread and this cup we make
the memorial of Christ your Son
our Lord.

swaeacon @reat is the mystery of faith.

All

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

All

Accept through him, our great
high priest, this our sacrifice of
thanks and praise and as we eat
and drink these holy gifts in the
presence of your divine majesty,
renew us by your Spirit, inspire us
with your love and unite us in the
body of your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Through him and with him and in
him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
with all who stand before you in
earth and heaven, we worship
you, Father almighty, in songs of
everlasting praise:

Blessing and honour and glory
and power be yours for ever
and ever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

All

Let us pray with confidence as
our saviour taught us:

Our Father,

who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name;

thy kingdom come;

thy will be done;

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

the power and the glory,

for ever and ever.

Amen.



The Fraction

We break this bread to share in
the body of Christ.

Though we are many, we are
one body, because we all
share in one bread.

All

The Agnus Dei
Sung by the cantor.

Lamb of God, that takest away the sins
of the world: have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, that takest away the sins
of the world: have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, that takest away the sins
of the world: grant us thy peace.

The Invitation to Communion
God’s holy gifts

for God’s holy people.

Jesus Christ is holy,

Jesus Christis Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

All

All those baptised as members of their
own church are invited to receive
communion. Whatever your faith, all
people are invited to come forward for
a blessing. If you would like to receive
a blessing please bring this order of
service with you. Please ask if you
would like a gluten free wafer. Please
follow the direction of stewards.

10

Communion Motet
Ave Maria Jacques Arcadelt 1507-1568

Ave, Maria, gratia plena,

Doéminus tecum.

Benedicta tu in muliéribus,

et benedictus fructus ventris tui lesus.
Sancta Maria, Mater Dei,

ora pro nobis peccatoribus

nunc et in hora mortis nostrae. Amen.

Hail Mary, full of grace,

the Lord is with thee.

Blessed art thou among women

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary, Mother of God,

pray for us sinners now

and at the hour of our death. Amen.

Prayers after Communion
God most high, whose handmaid

bore the Word made flesh: we
thank you that in this sacrament of
our redemption you visit us with
your Holy Spirit and overshadow
us by your power; strengthen us
to walk with Mary the joyful path
of obedience and so to bring forth
the fruits of holiness; through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Al Amen.

Alf  Almighty God,
we thank you for feeding us
with the body and blood of

your Son Jesus Christ.
Through him we offer you our
souls and bodies to be

a living sacrifice.

Send us out in the power of
your Spirit to live and work to
your praise and glory. Amen.



The notices are given.

A farewell presentation is made to
Canon Stephen as his formal ministry at
St Mary Redcliffe comes to an end.

Flease stand for our closing hymn.

Sing we of the blesséd Mother
who received the angel's word,
and obedient to his summons

bore in love the infant Lord;

sing we of the joys of Mary

at whose breast that child was fed,
who is Son of God eternal

and the everlasting Bread.

Sing we, too, of Mary's sorrows,

of the sword that pierced her through,
when beneath the cross of Jesus
she his weight of suffering knew,
looked upon her Son and Saviour
reigning high on Calvary’s tree,

saw the price of man’s redemption
paid to set the sinner free.

Sing again the joys of Mary

when she saw the risen Lord,

and in prayer with Christ's apostles,
waited on his promised word:

from on high the blazing glory

of the Spirit's presence came,
heavenly breath of God's own being,
manifest through wind and flame.

Sing the chiefest joy of Mary
when on earth her work was done,
and the Lord of all creation

brought her to his heavenly home:
virgin Mother, Mary blesséd,

raised on high and crowned with grace,
may your Son, the world's redeemer,

grant us all to see his face.
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The Blessing & Dismissal
The Lord be with you.

All  And also with you.

Christ the Son of God,

born of Mary,

fill you with his grace

to trust his promises

and obey his will;

and the blessing of God almighty,

the Father, the Son,

and the Holy Spirit,

be among you

and remain with you always.
All L Amen.

peacon GO IN peace to love
and serve the Lord.
All In the name of Christ. Amen.

Voluntary
Nun Danket Alle Gott Op.65 -

Sigfrid Karg-Elert 1877-1933

Please join us for refreshments
at the back of church.



NOTICES

Sanctus Bell
From today the Sanctus will be rung at the 10:30am Eucharist. Bringing our
bells back into our worship!

Collection for Canon Stephen

We are collecting for a gift for Canon Stephen who ends his official ministry
with us after 5 years today. If you would like to contribute you can give a
cheque or cash to the churchwardens or clergy, or make a bank transfer or
use the machines in church, but please do let us know if you are
contributing in this way so we don't overlook it.

Board Game Club

Board Game Club is back this Sunday in the Undercroft. Bring and share
lunch. New members always welcome. Bring your own favourite game or try
a new game. All ages welcome.

Children’s Church

Children's Church is back today after the summer break. The team cannot
wait to welcome families back and to make new friends as we explore faith
and fellowship together! This week's themes will be welcome and farewell.

Redcliffe Millennials & Gen-Z

Are you 18-40ish and a member of St Mary Redcliffe? We're looking to
gather as a group to discuss Lamorna Ash, have a glass of wine, and
generally get to know one another. If you'd like to be involved contact the
vicar or Laura for more information.

Edward Thomas Poetry Recital at St Stephen’s Church

Please do join Auriol Britton for a recital of Edward Thomas’ poetry at
1.10pm on Monday 7 September at St Stephen's Church. Admission is free,
with a retiring collection towards the church’s lunchtime concerts.

Upcoming events

There’s lots coming up including a screening of F.W. Murnau’s Faust (21
October), Interstellar organist Roger Sayer's return (14 November), Haircut
100 frontman Nick Heyward (30 November) and a run of festive concerts in
December including Nadia Eide!




Come and Sing! Haydn's 'The Creation’

Join us for an inspiring afternoon of music-making as we
explore selected choruses and solos from Joseph Haydn's
masterpiece, The Creation. Whether you are an
experienced choral singer, a member of a local choir, or
simply someone who loves great music, you are warmly invited to join us.

Harvest Lunch

Looking forward to sharing lunch with you all at our Annual Harvest Lunch
on Sunday 4 October from 12.30pm. We’re having a Bring & Share lunch so
we need your help to make it a success, by bringing a plate / bowl of food to
share — quiches, sandwiches, sausage rolls, pork pies, salads, cold meats,
cheeses, bread etc and don’t forget cakes for pudding, for those with a
sweet tooth! Please include a list of ingredients with the food you bring, to
help those members of the congregation who have food allergies /
intolerances — gluten, nuts, lactose etc identify what they can safely eat.
We’ll provide a selection of cold drinks.

We also need volunteers to help set up, serve and clear up. Please sign up
on the sheets at the West End of church, so we know what food will be
arriving and if you are able to help on the day.

Treefest Returns

Plans are well underway to fill the church with decorated Christmas trees to
celebrate the wonderful diversity and creative talents of Bristol. Charities,
local businesses and organisations donate a tree to illustrate the work they
do. If you want to enter a tree or know a local charity who would like to
promote the work they do within Bristol, please share this link to enter a
tree, for free. stmaryredcliffe.co.uk/treefest2026.

We need volunteers to welcome the visitors, look after the trees and help
serve refreshments. If you have a few hours to spare to be part of this
wonderful community event, please speak to Liz (Church Warden) or email
church.wardens@stmaryredcliffe.co.uk or
lucy.marshall@stmaryredcliffe.co.uk
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TREEFEST

Friday 4 - Sunday 6 December 2026

VI LR

Plans are already underway to fill the church
with decorated Christmas trees to celebrate the
wonderful diversitE/ & creative talents of
Bristol. Charities, local businesses &
organisations are invited to donate a tree to
illustrate the work they do. Do you want to
enter a tree or do you know a local charity who
would like to promote the work they do within
Bristol? If yes, please follow this QR code!
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This Week at St Mary Redcliffe

Sunday 9.30am  Said Mattins
10.30am  Eucharist (Preacher: The Vicar)
sung by a cantor
5.30pm Said Evensong
(Preacher: The Revd Simon Goodman)
Monday 9.00am Morning Prayer
Tuesday 9.00am Morning Prayer
6.15pm Christian Meditation
Wednesday | 9.00am Morning Prayer
11.00am  Holy Communion (Preacher: The Revd Peter Dill)
followed by tea & coffee
Thursday | 9.00am Morning Prayer
Friday
Saturday
Next 9.30am Choral Mattins
Sunday Responses  Stephen Cleobury
_ Canticles Morning Service with Fauxbourdon Andrew Kirk
Services Anthem Grace German
today are
sung by the | 10.30am  Eucharist (Preacher: The Vicar)
Adults of Setting Mass Rich Coburn
St Mary Motet Exsultate justi Ludovico da Viadana
Redcliffe
530pm  Choral Evensong
(Preacher: The Revd Simon Goodman)
Introit When you saw this planet Kathryn Rose
Responses  Stephen Cleobury
Canticles Evening Service in G Herbert Sumsion
Anthem Christ hath a garden Jeremy Jackson

In our prayers

Joan & Lewis, John, Marley, Lucy, Jeffrey & Nicole, George, David,
John, Penny, Alison, Elizabeth, Clive, John, Lorraine & Christopher

In remembrance on their anniversary of death

Bert Godfrey (8 Sept), John Parker, John Hawyward (9 Sept), Molly
West, Kathleen Williams, Jerry Burston (10 Sept), Lewis Cobb (11
Sept), Kenneth Wilson, Brad Williams (12 Sept)




Contact Details

Pastoral

If you have any pastoral concerns or needs, please contact the
Pastoral Team pastoral@stmaryredcliffe.co.uk or
The Revd Dr Brutus Green brutus.green@stmaryredcliffe.co.uk

Safeguarding

St Mary Redcliffe is committed to promoting a safer church environment within our
parishes and communities for everyone, including those who are survivors of abuse. Any
concerns or for more information please contact our Parish Safeguarding Officer Esther
Keller safequarding.officer@stmaryredcliffe.co.uk or on 07811 723427

SMR Team
Parish Office: 0117 231 0060

The Vicar: The Revd Dr Brutus Green vicar@stmaryredcliffe.co.uk

Churchwardens: Liz and Jez church.wardens@stmaryredcliffe.co.uk

Parish Administrator: Tim Popple tim.popple@stmaryredcliffe.co.uk

PCC Secretary: Sam Love sam.love@stmaryredcliffe.co.uk

Director of Music: Joe Cryan joe.cryan@stmaryredcliffe.co.uk

Head Verger: Matthew Buckmaster matthew.buckmaster@stmaryredcliffe.co.uk

For more staff: see stmaryredcliffe.co.uk/meet-the-team
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