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25th January 2026 
The Conversion of Paul 
 

Hymn 197 
 

For all the saints, who from their labours rest, 
who thee by faith before the world confessed, 
thy Name, O Jesus, be forever blessed. 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
Thou wast their Rock, their Fortress and their Might; 
thou, Lord, their Captain in the well fought fight; 
thou, in the darkness drear, their one true Light. 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
O may thy soldiers, faithful, true, and bold, 
Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old, 
And win, with them, the victor’s crown of gold. 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 
O blest communion, fellowship divine! 
we feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 
yet all are one in thee, for all are thine. 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
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And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long, 
Steals on the ear the distant trumph-song, 
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong. 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
The golden evening brightens in the west; 
soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest; 
sweet is the calm of paradise the blessed. 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
But lo! There breaks a yet more glorious day; 
The saints triumphant rise in bright array: 
The King of glory passes on his way. 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 
From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast, 
through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 
singing to Father, Son and Holy Ghost: 
Alleluia, Alleluia! 

 

Author: William Walsham How 

CCLI Licence: 220353 © Public Domain 
 

 

Collect 
Almighty God, 
who caused the light of the gospel 
to shine throughout the world 

https://hymnary.org/person/How_William
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through the preaching of your servant Saint Paul: 
grant that we who celebrate his wonderful conversion may 
follow him in bearing witness to your truth; through Jesus Christ 
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 

Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 1.4-10 
 

 

Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, 
‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
and before you were born I consecrated you; 
I appointed you a prophet to the nations.’ 
Then I said, ‘Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, for 
I am only a boy.’ But the Lord said to me, 
‘Do not say, “I am only a boy”; 
for you shall go to all to whom I send you, 
and you shall speak whatever I command you. 
Do not be afraid of them, 
for I am with you to deliver you, 
says the Lord.’ 
Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and 
the Lord said to me, 
‘Now I have put my words in your mouth. 
See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, 
to pluck up and to pull down, 
to destroy and to overthrow, 
to build and to plant.’ 
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Hymn 216 
 

Disposer supreme, and Judge of the earth, 
who choosest for thine the weak and the poor; 
to frail earthen vessels, and things of no worth, 
entrusting thy riches which ay shall endure; 
 
Throughout the wide world their message is heard, 
And swift as the wind it circles the earth; 
It echoes the voice of the heavenly Word, 
And brings unto mortals the hope of new birth. 
 
Their cry thunders forth, ‘Christ Jesus is Lord’, 
Then Satam doth fear, his citadels fall: 
As when those shrill trumpets were raised at thy word, 
And one long blast shattered proud Jericho’s wall. 
 
O Loud be the call, and stirring the sound, 
To rouse us, O Lord, from sin’s deadly sleep; 
May lights which thou kindlest in darkness around, 
The dull soul awaken, her vigil to keep. 
 
All honour and praise, dominion and might, 
To thee, Three in One, eternally be, 
Who pouring around us thy glorious light, 
Dost call us from darkness thy glory to see. 
 
Author: Jean-Baptiste de Santeuil Translator: Isaac Williams 

CCLI Licence: 220353 © Public Domain 
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New Testament Reading: Acts 9.1-22 

 

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the 
disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for 
letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any 
who belonged to the Way, men or women, he might bring them 
bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and approaching 
Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He 
fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, 
why do you persecute me?’ He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The 
reply came, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But get up 
and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.’ The 
men who were travelling with him stood speechless because 
they heard the voice but saw no one. Saul got up from the 
ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so 
they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. For 
three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 
Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord 
said to him in a vision, ‘Ananias.’ He answered, ‘Here I am, 
Lord.’ The Lord said to him, ‘Get up and go to the street called 
Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus 
named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has seen in a 
vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so 
that he might regain his sight.’ But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I 
have heard from many about this man, how much evil he has 
done to your saints in Jerusalem; and here he has authority from 
the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.’ But the Lord 
said to him, ‘Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to 
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bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before the people 
of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the 
sake of my name.’ So Ananias went and entered the house. He 
laid his hands on Saul and said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, 
who appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you 
may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’ And 
immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his 
sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, and after 
taking some food, he regained his strength. 
For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and 
immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, 
saying, ‘He is the Son of God.’ All who heard him were amazed 
and said, ‘Is not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem 
among those who invoked this name? And has he not come here 
for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief 
priests?’ Saul became increasingly more powerful and 
confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that 
Jesus was the Messiah. 

 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 19.27-end 

 
Then Peter said in reply, ‘Look, we have left everything and 
followed you. What then will we have?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly 
I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man is 
seated on the throne of his glory, you who have followed me will 
also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or 
father or mother or children or fields, for my name’s sake, will 
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receive a hundredfold, and will inherit eternal life. But many who 
are first will be last, and the last will be first. 
 
Hymn 155 

 
We sing the glorious conquest 
Before Damascus' gate, 
When Saul, the Church's spoiler, 
Came breathing threats and hate; 
The rav'ning wolf rushed forward 
Full early to the prey; 
But lo! the Shepherd met him, 
And bound him fast to-day. 
 
Oh, glory most excelling 
That smote across his path! 
Oh, light that pierced and blinded 
The zealot in his wrath! 
Oh, voice that spake within him 
The calm, reproving word! 
Oh, love that sought and held him 
The servant of his Lord! 
 
O Wisdom ord'ring all things 
In order strong and sweet, 
What nobler spoil was ever 
Cast at the Victor's feet? 
What wiser master-builder 
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E'er wrought at your employ 
Than he, till now so furious 
Your building to destroy? 
 
Lord, teach your Church the lesson, 
Still in her darkest hour 
Of weakness and of danger, 
To trust your hidden power: 
Your grace by ways mysterious 
The wrath of Earth can bind, 
And in Thy boldest foeman 
Your chosen saint can find 

 

 
Author: John Ellerton  
CCLI Licence: 220353 © Public Domain 

 

Hymn 272 
 

All for Jesus! all for Jesus! 
this our song shall ever be; 
for we have no hope nor Saviour, 
if we have not hope in thee. 
 
All for Jesus! thou wilt give us 
strength to serve thee hour by hour, 
none can move us from thy presence, 
while we trust thy love and power. 
 
All for Jesus! at thine altar 
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thou dost give us sweet content; 
there dear Saviour, we receive thee 
in thy holy sacrament. 
 
All for Jesus! thou hast loved us; 
all for Jesus! thou hast died; 
all for Jesus! thou art with us; 
all for Jesus glorified! 
 
All for Jesus! all for Jesus! 
this the Church's song shall be; 
till at last the flock is gathered 
one in love, and one in thee. 
 
Author: W. J . Sparrow-Simpson  
CCLI Licence: 220353 © Public Domain 

 

Hymn 25 
 

God rest you merry, gentlemen let nothing you dismay,  
Remember Christ our Saviour was born on Christmas Day  
To save us all from Satan’s power when we were gone 
astray  
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy.  
O tidings of comfort and joy.  
   
From God our heav’nly Father a blessèd angel came,   
And unto certain shepherds brought tidings of the same,         
How that in Bethlehem was born The Son of God by name          
O tidings …   
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And when they came to Bethlehem where our dear Saviour 
lay,  
They found him in a manger, where oxen feed on hay;  
His mother Mary kneeling down, unto the Lord did pray. 

          
O tidings …   
   
Now to the Lord sing praises all you within this place,  
And with true love and brotherhood each other now 
embrace;  
This holy tide of Christmas all other doth efface.           
O tidings …   
 
Words: Public Domain  

CCLI Licence: 220353 © Public Domain 
 


