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Hymn 373

How shall | sing that majesty

Which angels do admire?

Let dust in dust and silence lie;

Sing, sing, ye heavenly choir.

Thousands of thousands stand around
Thy throne, O God most high;

Ten thousand times ten thousand sound
Thy praise; but who am I?

Thy brightness unto them appears,
Whilst | thy footsteps trace;

A sound of God comes to my ears,
But they behold thy face.

They sing because thou art their Sun;
Lord, send a beam on me;

For where heaven is but once begun
There alleluyas be.

Enlighten with faith's light my heart,
Inflame it with love's fire;

Then shall I sing and bear a part
With that celestial choir.
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| shall, | fear, be dark and cold,

With all my fire and light;

Yet when thou dost accept their gold,
Lord, treasure up my mite.

How great a being, Lord, is thine,
Which doth all beings keep!

Thy knowledge is the only line
To sound so vast a deep.

Thou art a sea without a shore,
A sun without a sphere;

Thy time is now and evermore,
Thy place is everywhere.

Words: Mason
CCLI Licence: 220353 © Oxford University Press

Collect

Blessed Lord,

who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning:
help us so to hear them,

to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them that, through
patience,

and the comfort of your holy word,

we may embrace and for ever hold fast the hope of everlasting
life,

which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ,
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who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen

Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 14.7-10, 19-22

Although our iniquities testify against us,
act, O Lord, for your name’s sake;
our apostasies indeed are many,
and we have sinned against you.
O hope of Israel,
its saviour in time of trouble,
why should you be like a stranger in the land,
like a traveller turning aside for the night?
Why should you be like someone confused,
like @ mighty warrior who cannot give help?
Yet you, O Lord, are in the midst of us,
and we are called by your name;
do not forsake us!

Thus says the Lord concerning this people:
Truly they have loved to wander,
they have not restrained their feet;
therefore the Lord does not accept them,
now he will remember their iniquity
and punish their sins.

Have you completely rejected Judah?
Does your heart loathe Zion?
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Why have you struck us down
so that there is no healing for us?
We look for peace, but find no good;
for a time of healing, but there is terror instead.
We acknowledge our wickedness, O Lord,
the iniquity of our ancestors,
for we have sinned against you.
Do not spurn us, for your name’s sake;
do not dishonour your glorious throne;
remember and do not break your covenant with us.
Can any idols of the nations bring rain?
Or can the heavens give showers?
Is it not you, O Lord our God?
We set our hope on you,
for it is you who do all this.

Hymn 499

Thy kingdom come, O God,
Thy rule, O Christ, begin;
Break with thy iron rod
The tyrannies of sin.

Where is thy reign of peace
And purity and love?

When shall all hatred cease,
As in the realms above?
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When comes the promised time

That war shall be no more,
And lust, oppression, crime,
Shall flee thy face before?

We pray thee Lord, arise,
And come in thy great might;
Revive our longing eyes,
Which languish for thy sight.

O’er lands both near and far
Thick darkness broodeth yet:

Arise, O morning Star,
Arise, and never set.

Words: Hensley (alt.)
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New Testament Reading: 2 Timothy 4.6-8, 16-18

As for me, | am already being poured out as a libation, and the
time of my departure has come. | have fought the good fight, |
have finished the race, | have kept the faith. From now on there
is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous judge, will give to me on that day, and not only to
me but also to all who have longed for his appearing.

At my first defence no one came to my support, but all deserted
me. May it not be counted against them! But the Lord stood by
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me and gave me strength, so that through me the message
might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So |
was rescued from the lion’s mouth. The Lord will rescue me from
every evil attack and save me for his heavenly kingdom. To him
be the glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Gospel Reading: Luke 18.9-14

He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that
they were righteous and regarded others with contempt: ‘Two
men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other
a tax-collector. The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying
thus, “God, | thank you that | am not like other people: thieves,
rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax-collector. | fast twice a
week; | give a tenth of all my income.” But the tax-collector,
standing far off, would not even look up to heaven, but was
beating his breast and saying, “God, be merciful to me, a
sinner!” | tell you, this man went down to his home justified
rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be
humbled, but all who humble themselves will be exalted.’
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Hymn 365

God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;

He plants his footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm.

Deep in unfathomable mines

Of never-failing skill

He treasures up his bright designs,
And works his sovereign will.

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take,
The clouds ye so much dread

Are big with mercy, and shall break
In blessings on your head.

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust him for his grace;

Behind a frowning providence

He hides a smiling face.

His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;

The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower.

Blind unbelief is sure to err,
And scan his work in vain;
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God is his own interpreter,
And he will make it plain.

Words: Cowper
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Hymn 393

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us
O'er the world's tempestuous sea,
Guard us, guide us, keep us, feed us,
For we have no help but thee;

Yet possessing every blessing

If our God our Father be.

Saviour, breathe forgiveness o'er us;
All our weakness thou dost know;
Thou didst tread this earth before us,
Thou didst feel its keenest woe;

Self denying, death defying,

Thou to Calvary didst go.

Spirit of our God, descending,

Fill our hearts with heavenly joy;
Love with every passion blending,
Pleasure that can never cloy;
Thus provided, pardoned, guided,
Nothing can our peace destroy.

Words: Edmeston (alt.)
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Hymn 368

Guide me, O thou great Redeemer,
Pilgrim through this barren land;

| am weak, but thou art mighty,
Hold me with thy powerful hand:
Bread of heaven,

Feed me till | want no more.

Open now the crystal fountain
Whence the healing stream doth flow;
Let the fire and cloudy pillar

Lead me all my journey through:
Strong deliverer,

Be thou still my strength and shield.

When | tread the verge of Jordan,

Bid my anxious fears subside;

Death of death, and hell’s Destruction
Land me safe on Canaan’s side:

Songs of praises

| will ever give to thee.
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