
1 Peter 

God’s Promises of Hope Fulfilled in Christ – 1 Peter 1:10-12 
Fairlawn Lutheran Church Library Bible Study 

February 15, 2026 

Prayer & Introductions 
 
A. Readings:  

Clowney p. 37ff 

1 Peter 1:1-12  Acts 17:3 “necessary for the Christ to suffer”  Luke 24:25-27 

Matt 16:21-23   

 
B. Review:  

Week 1: 1 Peter Introduction – From Peter to Christians in Asia Minor in 63AD to encourage them in their 
suffering that is about to get worse. 
Week 2: Union With Christ – “New Birth”. There are 2 signs of new birth: 1. Living Hope & 2. New inheritance 
Week 3: Atonement: “At One Ment” -  Restoration of a fractured relationship. Election – Assumed by all NT 
writers and confirmed in the old testament. But we are still accountable and our actions matter. 
Week 4: Four reasons for Joy Thru Trials: 1. Jesus suffered for future joy with us; 2. We can be glad for trials 
sent by God to strengthen and “stress test” us; 3. our suffering for faith results in an eternal glory that far 
outweighs the temporary pain; 4. God is glorified by our suffering…our anguish brings honor to Christ. 

 
C. God’s Promises of Hope Are Fulfilled in Christ – (Clowney pp 37-41) 

1. Christ had to suffer first then be glorified. (See Attachment) 
 

D. Contemporary Significance: Keller Audio–“Suffering – If God is Good, Why” (…so much evil in world?) 
The problem of Evil & Suffering – “If God allows evil and suffering to exist because he can’t stop it, then he can’t 
be all powerful. If he can stop it but won’t, then he’s not good. Therefore, there is no such thing as a good and all-
powerful God.” 
1. One Way NOT to face Evil and Suffering… Abandon our belief in God. This doesn’t help. Having no belief in 

God makes pain and suffering worse.  
a. Peter is saying that abandoning your faith in the face of suffering is no help. 
b. There is nothing more natural than violence and suffering.. 
c. Jean-Paul Sartre (1905-1980) – existentialism. “If God does not exist, there is no possibility of … good 

existing.”  
 

2. 3 Ways to Face Evil & Suffering 
a. Look Back to Something [9:15]. Because Jesus went into the ULTIMATE furnace for you, you can have 

assurance that he will walk with you into your personal furnaces.  
i. Peter likens suffering to a fiery furnace like in Daniel 3.  
ii. To deal with evil and suffering we have to look back to what Jesus did on the cross. 
iii. Only in Christianity do we have a God who suffered. A God who sacrificed his only Son.  
iv. The cross can’t tell us the answer to “Why does God allow suffering?”. But we know that it can’t be that 

God doesn’t care. We have a God who suffered. 
b. Look Ahead To Something [20:00]. 

i. We have a “Living Hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” [v 3] 
ii. If Jesus resurrection happened (and it did) we can have assurance that we will have a resurrection as he 

promised. 
c. Look Into Something [26:05]. 

i. “The good news (gospel)… things into which angels long to look.” (v12). We need to look into the gospel. 
ii. Why did Jesus go thru his furnace? “For the joy that was set before Him [He] endured the cross…” Heb 

12:2?  
iii. He did it to spend eternity with us in heaven. We are His living hope. 
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[Audio Keller “”] 
 

Next Week: Continuing on 1 Peter.    

Good question—this is a phrase that’s fallen out of everyday usage, but it’s very precise once you see the image 

behind it. 

“Warp and woof” comes from weaving. 

• Warp threads run lengthwise on a loom and are held under tension. 

• Woof (also called weft) threads are woven across the warp, back and forth. 

Together, warp and woof form the fabric itself. Without both, there is no cloth—just loose threads. 

 

I. What Clowney means in this paragraph 

When Clowney says: 

“This apparent paradox forms the warp and woof of New Testament hope,” 

he means that the paradox is not a problem to be solved, but the very structure of Christian hope. 

The paradox he’s describing is the classic “already / not yet” tension of the New Testament: 

• Already: 

o You are saved 

o You are filled with joy 

o Christ has come 

o The kingdom of God has come 

• Not yet: 

o Salvation will be fully revealed in the last day 

o You will see Christ face to face 

o The kingdom will come in its fullness 

These two realities are interwoven, like warp and woof: 

• Pull one out, and the fabric collapses. 

• Overemphasize only the “already,” and you lose perseverance and future hope. 

• Overemphasize only the “not yet,” and you lose present joy and assurance. 

 

II. In plain language 

You could paraphrase Clowney like this for your study: 

This tension—between what we already have in Christ and what we are still waiting for—is the very fabric of 

New Testament faith and hope. 



Or even more simply: 

Christian hope is made of two threads woven together: present joy and future fulfillment. 

That image fits 1 Peter especially well, since Peter is writing to suffering Christians who possess real joy now 

while still waiting for final salvation. 

If you’d like, I can help you turn this into a one-sentence explanation or discussion question for your group 

tomorrow. 

 
 
 
 

When we last met, we discussed election and predestination and how modern people have trouble accepting this 
because we think if people are predestined to heaven then others must be chosen or elected or predestined to 
hell and that seems unfair. Also, if everything is predetermined what is the point of preaching and teaching the 
gospel?  
 
Blaise and I both have science backgrounds and an interest in apologetics. I don’t fully understand the doctrine 
of election but the way I wrap my head around the apparent dichotomy is by understanding that God does not 
perceive time the same way we do and he acts outside of space and time (2 Peter 3:8).  
 

Actually modern scientists should have an easier time with these concepts than people 200 or 2000 years ago” 
 

• Einstein’s theory of relativity (1905), agrees with 2nd Peter that, in theory, God can act outside of space and 
time.  

• Later in the 1920s Lemaitre postulated the Big Bang Theory that established that there was a “beginning” (see 
Gen 1:1) to the universe rather than the widely accepted eternal matter theories. 

• In 1935 Erwin Schroudinger and quantum physicists widely accept that particle a particle can exist in 2 or more 
places at the same time. 

 
So if quantum physicists can believe  that time and space are not constants and that matter can exist at multiple 
places at the same time, then Christians should be able to accept that they were elected or chosen by God from 
eternity and predestined to heaven and at the same time we are responsible for our actions and what we do 
matters.  
 


