
1 Peter 

Joy Thru Trials – 1 Peter 1:6-9 
Fairlawn Lutheran Church Library Bible Study 

February 8, 2026 

Prayer & Introductions 
 
A. Readings:  

Clowney p. 34ff 

1 Peter 1:1-9  2 Peter 3:8 …one day is as 1000 years… Heb 12:1-2 “for the joy that was set…” 

 
B. Review:  

Week 1: 1 Peter Introduction – From Peter to Christians in Asia Minor in 63AD to encourage them in their 
suffering that is about to get worse. 
Week 2: Union With Christ – “New Birth”. There are 2 signs of new birth: 1. Living Hope & 2. New inheritance 
Week 3: Atonement: “At One Ment” -  Restoration of a fractured relationship. Election – Assumed by all NT 
writers and confirmed in the old testament. But we are still accountable and our actions matter. 

 
C. Joy Thru Trials – (Clowney pp 34-37) 

1. 4 Reasons we can have joy thru trials (See Attachment) 
2.  

 
D. Contemporary Significance: Keller Audio–“Suffering – If God is Good, Why” (…so much evil in world?) 
The problem of Evil & Suffering – “If God allows evil and suffering to exist because he can’t stop it, then he can’t 
be all powerful. If he can stop it but won’t, then he’s not good. Therefore, there is no such thing as a good and all-
powerful God.” 
1. One Way NOT to face Evil and Suffering… Abandon our belief in God. This doesn’t help. Having no belief in 

God makes pain and suffering worse.  
a. Peter is saying that abandoning your faith in the face of suffering is no help. 
b. There is nothing more natural than violence and suffering.. 
c. Jean-Paul Sartre (1905-1980) – existentialism. “If God does not exist, there is no possibility of … good 

existing.”  
d.  

2. 3 Ways to Face Evil & Suffering 
a. Look Back to Something [9:15]. Because Jesus went into the ULTIMATE furnace for you, you can have 

assurance that he will walk with you into your personal furnaces.  
i. Peter likens suffering to a fiery furnace like in Daniel 3.  
ii. To deal with evil and suffering we have to look back to what Jesus did on the cross. 
iii. Only in Christianity do we have a God who suffered. A God who sacrificed his only Son.  
iv. The cross can’t tell us the answer to “Why does God allow suffering?”. But we know that it can’t be that 

God doesn’t care. We have a God who suffered. 
b. Look Ahead To Something [20:00]. 

i. We have a “Living Hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” [v 3] 
ii. If Jesus resurrection happened (and it did) we can have assurance that we will have a resurrection as he 

promised. 
c. Look Into Something [26:05]. 

i. “The good news (gospel)… things into which angels long to look.” (v12). We need to look into the gospel. 
ii. Why did Jesus get thru his furnace? “For the joy that was set before Him [He] endured the cross…” Heb 

12:2?  
iii. He did it to spend eternity with us in heaven. We are His living hope. 

 
 
[Audio Keller “”] 

 
Next Week: Continuing on 1 Peter.    
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