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Dear Parents and Carers,

We have had a busy and productive Term 1! Thank you to all the) 1
parents, carers and allied health professionals who have joined us for (
Educational Adjustment Plan (EAP) meetings. It's great that we have o
some cooler weather and a burst of green in Central Australia as we/\
head into the holidays.

There is information attached to this newsletter about the reforming of/—z
secondary education in Alice Springs. This results from the recent
Review of Secondary Education in the NT. One recommendation of this
review is to move away from the middle school model (Year 7-9) to a
comprehensive (Year 7-12) model. The information sheet explains how

this will look in Alice Springs, and, very importantly, gives you an
opportunity to give your feedback on the proposals in a short survey.

The survey is only available to 16t April.

| hope you are able to have some relaxed time over the school holidays
with your young people. Next term, staff have a professional
development day on Monday 14t April, and the first day for students is
Tuesday 15" April. Have a safe and happy holiday! @

Kind regards,

Julie

==

DATES COMING UP

e 9:30am Friday 4th April Dress-up assembly and last day of Term e Term 2 Tuesday 14th April - Friday 20th June
e Term 3 Tuesday 15th July - Friday 19th September
e Term 4 Tuesday 7th October - Thursday 11th December

Website: https://www.acaciahill.nt.edu.au/

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/Acacia-Hill-School-101999724805228/

Allergy Alert: students at Acacia Hill have nut allergies and other serious eating conditions


https://www.acaciahill.nt.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/Acacia-Hill-School-101999724805228/?modal=admin_todo_tour
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Information sheet

Reforming secondary education - Alice Springs

The Northern Territory Government is committed to delivering on its vision to provide:

>
>

>

>

>

An excellent and equitable secondary system that supports all students to achieve.

A guaranteed standard of local secondary school provision, and a pathway to NTCET completion
for all students, regardless of geographic location.

A model of delivery that is differentiated, and informed by student and community need and
industry pathways.

An engaging learning design that guarantees core literacy, numeracy and work readiness skills and
drives improvements in student attendance and wellbeing.

A shift away from middle schools as a key NT government election commitment

Our reforms will build the aspirations and skills of young people so that their secondary schooling sets
them up for future careers and meets the needs of the Territory.

What is the proposed future design for secondary education in Alice Springs?

The proposed future design of secondary education in Alice Springs is to create one comprehensive
secondary school (7-12) and one Regional Industry, Trade and Flexible Education Hub.

It is proposed that the comprehensive secondary school will be at the current Centralian Middle School
site; and the Industry, Trade and Flexible Education Hub will be at the current Centralian Senior College.

The creation of the comprehensive school and regional education hub would provide the following
benefits:

1.

reduce transition points for secondary students. Students will be able to complete year 12 where
they start year 7, which will enable greater continuity of learning and relationships for students and
teachers; ‘

capacity to best serve the local school community and broader community of students outside
Alice Springs as a regional hub;

enable greater specialisation and connections into industry and jobs through a fit for purpose
Industry/Trade and Flexible Education Hub;

N

build on and learn from the flexible learning models already underway in Alice Springs;

provide career pathways and development opportunities for staff.
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Reforming secondary education - Alice Springs

How are we planning for this change?

There is significant detail and planning needed to prepare for the future of secondary education in Alice
Springs.

We are currently engaging with parents, students and staff to obtain feedback on the proposed future
design. At the end of Term 1, we will collate this feedback to enable government to make a decision on the
future design.

By June 2025, all students, parents and staff will know:

e the finalised future design for secondary education in Alice Springs;
¢ the plan to support students to transition into the new schools and settings;
e approach to managing staff changes and professional development opportunities for staff.

In Semester 2, 2025 further detailed planning will occur to ensure students, staff and school communities
are ready to begin the transition to the future state of secondary education.

From Term 1, 2026, changes will begin in a sequenced and carefully managed way, ensuring students and
staff are supported. These changes will be managed to minimise disruption for students. The full transition
to the new design of secondary education in Alice Springs will be completed by 2028.

Throughout this exciting but significant change process, the Department of Education and Training will
provide the appropriate supports for schools, students, teachers and communities to ensure a smooth
transition process.

How are we engaging with the school community?

Engagement with school staff and school communities in Alice Springs will run over the next several
weeks. This will enable parents, school staff and students to provide input to help shape the future design
of secondary education in Alice Springs.

‘The Department has commenced engagement through:

e a staff meeting at Centralian Senior College on 17 March 2025 and school council meeting on 18
March 2025

e A staff meeting at Centralian Middle School on 18 March 2025 and school council meeting on 20
March 2025.

A short survey has been developed to capture as many perspectives as possible. This survey is available
until 16 April 2025 at https.//forms.office.com/r/YMvADrz3Ké?origin=lprLink or through the QR code
below: .

For a copy of the Review of Secondary Education in the NT or more information on the plan for delivering
secondary reform, visit www.education.nt.gov.au/secondary-education. Alternatively, if you would like to
be in touch about the change email secondaryreform.doe@education.nt.gov.au.
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Reforming secondary education - Alice Springs

Frequently Asked Questions

Q. What are the benefits of moving away from middle schools?

Through consultation with teachers, parents and students, the Review of Secondary Education in the NT
found that the middle school model in the NT isn’t maximising outcomes for students. Moving to
comprehensive schools will reduce the transition points for students and support greater continuity of
relationships and learning. It will provide teachers with wider professional opportunities and provide more
opportunities for schools to specialise.

Q. What pathways will be offered to students in Darwin, Palmerston and Alice Springs?

All comprehensive schools in Darwin, Palmerston and Alice Springs will provide the full Australian
Curriculum (year 7-10) and a core range of NT Certificate of Education and Training subjects and pathways
(year 10-12) that will set students up to pursue post-school education, training and jobs.

Schools within each region will work together to identify specialisations and approaches to working as a
network of schools to ensure all students can access a wide range of pathways regardless of their home
school. The focus of individual schools will be released alongside the final school design in mid 2025.

Q. How will priority enrolment areas change with the shift away from middle schools?

All students in Darwin, Palmerston and Alice Springs will have access to high quality government
secondary education and a wide range of pathways, regardless of where they live.

Providing flexibility and options for families will continue to be an important part of secondary education in
the Territory. There is no proposal to change the current priority enrolment policy where families and
students are able to pursue opportunities and pathways at schools outside the area that they live.

Q. Will additional funding be available to support this change?

In 2024, the Northern Territory Government signed the Better and Fairer Schools Agreement with the
Commonwealth Government, providing a significant funding uplift to schools from 2025 to 2029. The
funding uplift under this agreement will support the transition to the new secondary system.

Q. How will teachers be supported to prepare for teaching new subjects and year levels?

The shift away from middle schools provides our teachers with exciting opportunities to diversify the year
-levels and subjects they teach and deepen the connections with students from 7-12. Professional
development will be provided to current middle school teachers to prepare for teaching NTCET subjects,
and to support current senior secondary school teachers to enhance their understanding of middle years’
teaching and learning approaches.

Q. Will there be investment in infrastructure to support the change away from middle schools?

The Department of Education and Training is currently working with the Department of Logistics and
Infrastructure to assess existing facilities at middle and senior secondary schools and to identify any minor
or major works that would be required to deliver comprehensive school education. This may include
upgrades to science facilities and new facilities for technical specialisations.
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positive
partnerships

Professional
Learning

Alice Springs, NT
Atwo day workshop to

support school staff working
with autistic students.

Free workshop

PLANNING YOUR TIME

Below shows the steps to complete the program to gain the equivalent of 19 hours

of professional learning (PL).

Register online ER]
from February

PRE WORKSHOP

Complete the “An introduction
to autism” module online

To receive a certificate and
19 professional learning (PL)
hours all course requirements
must be completed.

The program meets
Standards 1, 3, 4, 6.and 7
of the Australian Professional
Standards for Teachers.

Tuesday & Wednesday
6 & 7 May, 2025

Day 1: 8:30am - 4:00pm
Day 2: 8:30am - 3:30pm

PRE WORKSHOP
Complete the Positive
Partnerships survey

During the workshop

you will learn about:

6 & 7 May, 2025

2 DAY WORKSHOP
Attend face to face workshop

Mercure Alice Springs Resort
34 Stott Terrace
ALICE SPRINGS NT 0870

¢ The diversity of autism in
schools.

* Sensory processing

* Wellbeing, mental health
and behaviour

To check your eligibility * Practical tools

and learn more about * Working in partnership
the professional learning
program, scan the

QR code or go to:

8 May, 2025
POST WORKSHOP
Start the post workshop tasks

Schools are encouraged to
send groups of two or three
teachers to effectively share
knowledge gained back in

8 August, 2025

- ; PROGRAM COMPLETION
www. positivepartnerships.com.au/pl

jebsite for detail

To register, email Jen Cousins: s tebolmbihll Funding support s svallabk
jcousins@positivepartnerships.com.au pespl el

ALWAYS ON
A SUNDAY

TODD
MALL
MARKETS

3:00AM - 1:00PM
TODD MALL, ALICE SPRINGS

DATES FOR 2025:

Positive Partnerships facilitate a
range of workshops about autism
specifically for parents/carers and
school staff.

NT
Term 1 and 2 Workshops 2025

Explore our lineup of scheduled workshops throughout NT for Term 1 and 2 in 2025.
To learn more about our workshop options and to get in touch with us, simply scan the QR codes
located at the bottom.

Program Location

13, 20, 27 Feb
and 6 Mar

19 and 20 Feb
4 and 11 Mar

Parent Carer sessional National Online

2 Day Professional Learning workshop Darwin

APR 6TH, 13TH & 27TH
MAY 4TH & 18TH R .
JUN 1ST, 15TH &22ND "
JUL 6TH & 20TH

AUG 3RD, 17TH & 31ST
SEP 14TH & 28TH

OCT 12TH & 26 TH
NOV 9TH & 23RD

DEC 7TH

Professional Learning sessional National Online

Alice Springs

6 and 7 May 2 Day Professional Learning workshop
8 May

15, 22, 29 May
and 5 Jun

1 Day Parent Carer workshop Alice Springs

FOLLOW US ON
FACEBOOK
(NEVER MISS A MARRET!)

Parent Carer sessional National Online

Scan the QR codes for information and resources on a range of topics.

Allergy Alert: students at Acacia Hill have nut allergies and other serious eating conditions
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