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Newsletter Week 8 Term 2 2024 

DATES COMING UP 

• Moday 10 June—King’s Birthday Public Holiday

• Friday 21 June—End of Term 2

• Monday 15 July—Teachers start Term 3

• Tuesday 16 July—Students start Term 3

Dear Carers and Parents, 

As you will all be very aware, this week is leading up to the famous Finke Desert Race. We have been extremely fortunate 

to host a visit from two drivers with their buggies during the week. Students were thrilled to sit in the driver’s seat and 

speak with competitors. Please check out photos in this newsletter. 

Recently, 13 staff members attended training for implementation of Read Write Inc at Acacia Hill. We are most fortunate 

to have been provided professional learning specifically designed for our special needs context. This has been made possi-

ble by our On Country Learning funding from the Australian Government, in consultation with our school community.   

Our consulting Behaviour Support Practitioner, Samantha Simmons, has been working with all staff to assist in the devel-

opment of a whole-school Positive Behaviour Support Framework. This will be shared with families upon completion. She 

has also worked with each teacher to develop behaviour support plans for identified students. This is greatly assisting our 

whole-school approach for consistent responses to identified behaviours. Consultation with all stakeholders is essential of 

course, and you may be contacted for a discussion about developing a positive behaviour support plan for your child. This 

will greatly assist their learning, both at home and school. Please do not hesitate to discuss any concerns with your child’s 

teacher. 

Our Vocational Education and Training Coordinator, Jennifer Lopes, is developing a rich program for our secondary stu-

dents, for pathways beyond school. This includes modified senior subjects and certificates that build foundation skills for 

employment. Jennifer is keen to speak with parents about the program for students and recently sent a letter home to 

parents of secondary students. Please reach out to her if you would like to know more, through school reception.  

Involvement by allied health professionals is welcome at Acacia Hill School, in strict alignment with departmental policy. 

Class teachers are not able to approve any therapy from external providers and school staff will not discuss anything with 

your child’s therapist or medical practitioners without your consent. I ask that you complete the attached form to ensure 

your child’s stakeholder details, including therapists and medical contacts, are up to date for our records.  

I hope you and your family enjoy the long weekend and stay safe if you are visiting the big event. 

Kind regards, 

NDIS Therapists 

Please be reminded that NDIS providers must hold a current certificate of NDIS registration to 

apply for a NDIS service in NT Government schools. 

https://www.acaciahill.nt.edu.au/
https://www.facebook.com/Acacia-Hill-School-101999724805228/?modal=admin_todo_tour


Allergy Alert: students at Acacia Hill have nut allergies and other serious eating conditions 

Room 18 

Room 20 

Our class actively participated during whole school Colour Smash fundraising activity at Ross Park. It was a wet day 

and our students and staff thoroughly enjoyed the experience. 

Teacher, Miriam 

Pumpkin Soup 

Senior students have been learning how to cook. 

We got the pumpkin from our garden. 

Pumpkin soup tastes yummy. 

It was easy to make. 

Recycling Business 

Senior students business, Acacia Hill Recycling, 
are very busy. 

We collect the recycling bins from the staff 
room. 

We sort the recycling into glass, plastic and cans. 

Reconciliation Week Senior Boys 

The senior students watched the Rainbow Ser-

pent, which tells the story of how all the people, 

animals and laws were made in Australia during 

the Dreamtime. 

They made a rainbow serpent for Reconciliation 

Week. 

ART 

Acacia Hill students were very lucky to meet Anne Ryan and Leonie Norrington, authors of the beautiful picture book ‘Follow the 
rainbow”. ‘Follow the rainbow’ is a mystery story that leads ‘Ruby’, the character in the book, on an exciting adventure. We were 
fortunate to have Anne read the story out loud for us. 

After a beautiful reading session, Anne engaged students in a colourful masterpiece, creating characters that led us all on our own 
expedition through a colourful rainbow, through the rain, to the red dirt of Central Australia.  

This wonderful experience had children thinking, developing their imagination, and coming up with their own ideas for a book they 
may want to publish themselves one day. We had talking Yeperenye’s, dancing butterflies and colourful raindrops. 

Reading books to children is a fantastic way to develop their language skills, critical thinking, and imagination. 

We were very lucky to have Anne donate two of her books for Acacia Hill Schools library.  

Thanks for the visit Anne and Leonie, and thanks for our wonderful books. 

Teacher, Kelly 
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National Simultaneous Storytime 

Last week at Acacia Hill School, our students participated in the National Simultaneous Sto-

rytime, joining readers from all over Australia! Mrs. Samantha Maharaj organised a fantastic 

event in our school hall where we all read "Bowerbird Blues" by Aura Parker together. This 

beautiful picture book tells the touching story of a Bowerbird on a quest for blue, exploring 

themes of longing and connection as he travels across the sea, sky, and city. It was a wonderful experience for every-

one involved!  

 

 

 

 

Read Write Inc (RWI) 

Our dedicated staff have just completed two days of comprehensive Read Write Inc training. This fantastic program 

will empower us to enhance our literacy teaching methods, ensuring every student receives the best possible support 

in their reading and writing journey. We are thrilled to implement these new strategies and watch our students thrive! 

This was tailormade to meet the need of neurodiverse students.  
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Exciting Visit from Finke Desert Race Buggies! 

Yesterday, Acacia Hill School had the incredible privilege of hosting two cars that will be racing in the Finke Desert Race 

this weekend. The children were thrilled to see these impressive vehicles up close, taking photos with the massive tyres, 

lots of curiosity looking in and under the cars. The students had the chance to ask the race drivers questions who were 

very impressed with our school. 

One of the cars was especially remarkable, as it had been modified for race driver Jamie Harrison, who became a para-

plegic in 2021 after racing in the Finke Desert Race. The children learned how the car had been adapted to allow Jamie 

to get in and out easily, with the accelerator and brakes now attached to the steering wheel allowing Jamie to still be 

part of the Central Australian Event. 

It was an unforgettable experience for the students, sparking curiosity and excitement about the world of racing and 

inclusivity. 
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