
Solarbank, Peggs Mountain BESS  

Emergency Response Plan Q&A  - March 2nd 2026 

Response Q6: The scope of the emergency response plan covers response to battery emergency 
scenarios. The purpose is to provide guidance to the Incident Commander on the site hazards and 
response tactics to mitigate a potential failure scenario. Decon is outside the scope of the plan. However, 
products of combustion identified in UL9540a large scale fire testing can also be found in ordinary 
residential fires so your existing post fire decontamination procedures should be followed. 

Response Q7: A detailed Lesson plan has been provided and can be added as an appendix to the 
emergency response plan.  

Response Q8: The emergency response plan will be revised to remove any obligation that requires the fire 
department to use a fire extinguisher.  

RECEIVED
AUGUST 27, 2026

TOWNSHIP OF ARMOUR



Solarbank, Peggs Mountain BESS     

 
Response Q9: This is an emergency response plan that is limited to tactical guidance. It is not designed to 
provide information on inspection testing and maintenance associated with NFPA 72. This obligation 
belongs to Solarbank.  

 
Response Q10: Solarbank to provide a drafting hydrant as discussed with the fire services. Flow, pressure 
and appliances for water delivery were outlined in Section 9.3 (8). ( 1 ¾ line, 100 psi, 120 gpm = 7,200 
gallons an hour) 

 
Response Q11: Air monitoring defines the need for shelter in-place or evacuation orders. Evacuation 
routes are defined by the AHJ not private industry. During a potential fire condition an exclusion zone of 100 
meters is established to perform air monitoring. This distance was recommended by the United States EPA 
after having investigated prior BESS failures. This zone can be expanded on contracted based on actual 
readings. Similar BESS fires have failed to demonstrate any readings outside the perimeter of the facility 
that warranted public displacement. There are no residential structures within 100 meters of the site. New 
graphics have been added to the plan which outline the location and distances of all residential structures 
with the closest being 286 meters away.  

 
Response Q12: This is an emergency response plan that provides guidance to the fire department on how 
to address a battery system emergency. It is not the place of a private entity to dictate to the AHJ how and 
when an evacuation should occur. We merely provide guidance on what to evaluate and the AHJ is charged 
with making those decisions. Evacuation plans must be developed by the AHJ who are familiar with the 
residential, industrial, and commercial landscapes within their community. It is reasonable to assume that 
you would be legally required to develop a master community-based response plan that incorporates all 
risk along with response triggers as we are sure there are many other hazards within your community.  
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Response Q 13: The ERP is a guide that outlines the response to emergencies. It is not a standard 
operating procedure. To that point, upon loss of auxiliary power the battery systems are designed to enter 
into a safety shut down until aux power has been restored. This has nothing to do with the fire services and 
would not be mentioned in an emergency response plan. This is not an indoor facility that is staffed, which 
would require emergency lighting.  

 
Response Q 14: The ERP is a guide for the fire services to manage emergencies; there is no expectation 
that the fire services would be engaging in any level or switching or electrical work which would clearly be 
in violation of your local safety rules for qualified electrical workers.  

 
Response Q 16: This is clearly defined in a step process that begins in section 9.3 

 
Response Q 21: The emergency response plan does not postulate every scenario just the response to the 
outcome. If cells failed or there was a lightning strike, there potentially could be a fire. The plan explains 
the response posture to such an event. In addition, this is an emergency response plan. It is not an 
electrical specification document that outlines bonding, grounding and other requirements associated 
with NFPA 70 which is party of the design.  
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Response Q 22: This is an ERP that outlines the response to site emergencies. This is not a financial 
agreement that should be executed separately from this agreement. We do not disagree with the request, 
just it’s inclusion into the document.  

 
Response Q 23: The ERP provides response guidance to mitigate risk from an equipment failure at a BESS 
facility. It should be noted that when battery cells fail, they do not release any liquid. The electrolyte is 
expelled as a gas. Since suppression is not recommended the only water use is for asset protection on 
uninvolved equipment. So, runoff would be similar to that of rainwater. Ultimately, it will be up to the 
Ministry of the Environment if post-incident sampling is required.  
 

 

 


