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WALK SLOWLY WITH PURPOSE

By Dominic Fortuna
In the picturesque landscapes of Northern 
Michigan, where the sun dips into the horizon and 
paints the sky with hues of crimson and gold, 
something truly special happens. It's not just the 
breathtaking beauty of the region that draws 
people in, but the warmth and camaraderie of its 
people. Here, friendships are forged that last a 
lifetime, and the bonds between individuals 
become as strong as family ties.
For those who have had the privilege of living and 
working in Northern Michigan, the friendships 
formed in this enchanting region are a treasured 
part of their lives. Whether it's the kitchen staff at 
a resort, the bartenders who greet familiar faces 
with a warm smile, or the summer lovers who find 
each other in the clubs and on the beaches, the 
connections made here are deep and meaningful.
In the bustling kitchens of Northern Michigan's 
resorts and restaurants, friendships are born out of 
the chaos and camaraderie of a fast-paced work 
environment. The kitchen staff, often working 
long hours under pressure, form strong bonds as 
they rely on each other to deliver exceptional 
service. These friendships are not limited to the 
workplace; they often extend far beyond, with 
colleagues becoming lifelong friends.
Bartenders, too, play a significant role in forming 
connections that transcend the typical customer-
server relationship. As they greet patrons from all 
over the world, they anticipate the return of 
vacationers every season, sealing a bond of 
friendship across oceans and throughout the 
country. The stories they share, the laughter they 
exchange, and the memories they create become 
an integral part of the fabric of Northern 
Michigan's hospitality industry.
The summer months in Northern Michigan are a 
time of romance and adventure. The clubs and 
beaches come alive with music, laughter, and the 
sound of waves crashing against the shore. It's 
here that summer loves are found, and the bonds 
formed during these carefree days can last a 
lifetime. The freedom and joy of summer in 
Northern Michigan create an atmosphere where 
people come together, and connections are made 
that defy the boundaries of time and distance.
The Magic of Northern Michigan
There's something undeniably magical about 
Northern Michigan. The region's natural beauty, 
combined with the warmth of its people, creates 
an atmosphere where friendships flourish. 
Whether you're a local or a visitor, the region's 
charm is undeniable. For those who call Northern 
Michigan home, the friendships formed here are a 
precious part of their lives, and the memories 

created will be cherished forever.
The bond of the local community in Northern 
Michigan is strong, and it's not uncommon for 
friendships formed in high school to last a 
lifetime. The region's tight-knit communities 
foster an environment where people look out for 
one another, and the connections made here are 
genuine and lasting. Whether you're a resorter, a 
local, or a visitor, the friendships formed in 
Northern Michigan will stay with you forever.
A Summer to Remember
As we enjoy the magic of summer in Northern 
Michigan, we're reminded of the power of 
friendships and the bonds that last a lifetime. 
Whether you're a local or a visitor, the region's 
charm is undeniable, and the connections made 
here will stay with you forever. So let's cherish the 
friendships, the romance, and the memories 
created during this special time of year. Let's 
appreciate the beauty of Northern Michigan and 
the people who make it so special.
In the end, it's the friendships we form, the love 
we share, and the memories we create that make 
life truly special. Northern Michigan, with its 
breathtaking landscapes and warm-hearted 
people, is a place where these bonds are forged, 
and the magic of friendship comes alive. As we 
look out at the rolling hills, the sparkling lakes, 
and the sun-kissed beaches, we're reminded of the 
power of friendship and the memories that will 
last a lifetime.
Kind of reminds me of a beautiful romantic 
summer song I once played a role in…
Summer nights - Grease the musical!

Summer loving had me a blast
Summer loving happened so fast
I met a girl crazy for me
Met a boy cute as can be
Summer days drifting away
To-ah! Oh, the summer nights
Well-a, well-a, well-a, huh
Tell me more, tell me more
Did you get very far?
Tell me more, tell me more
Like does he have a car?
Uh huh (doo doo)
Uh huh (doo doo)
Uh huh (doo doo doo doo doo)
She swam by me, she got a cramp
He ran by me, got my suit damp

I saved her life, she nearly drowned
He showed off, splashing around
Summer sun, something's begun
But ah! Oh, the summer nights
Well-a, well-a, well-a, huh
Tell me more, tell me more
Was it love at first sight?
Tell me more, tell me more
Did she put a fight?
Dow, doobie do, doobie do
Doobie, doobie, doobie
Dow, doobie do, doobie do
Doobie, doobie, doobie, dow
Took her bowling in the Arcade
We went strolling, drank lemonade
We made out under the dock
We stayed up 'til ten o'clock
Summer fling, don't mean a thing
But ah! Oh, the summer nights
Whoa, whoa, whoa
Tell me more, tell me more
But you don't gotta brag
Tell me more, tell me more
'Cause he sounds like a drag
Shoo bop bop, shoo bop bop
Shoo bop bop, shoo bop bop
Shoo bop bop, shoo bop bop
Shoo bop bop, yeah!
He got friendly, holding my hand
Well, she got friendly down in the sand
He was sweet, just turned eighteen
Well, she was good, you know what I mean
Summer heat, boy and girl meet
But ah! Oh, the summer nights
Whoa, whoa, whoa
Tell me more, tell me more
How much dough did he spend?
Tell me more, tell me more
Could she get me a friend?
It turned colder, that's where it ends
So I told her we'd still be friends
Then we made our true love vow
Wonder what she's doing now
Summer dreams ripped at the seams
But, oh
Those summer
Nights!
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Here’s a YouTube of the original cast:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=bkcRENlGoC0

The Power of Friendship in Northern Michigan: A Lifelong Bond

Now Available from Amazon on Kindle and 

in Paperback

Dominic Fortuna’s book, 
“Walk Slowly With Purpose”

Be immersed in a magical journey from tragedy to triumph. Wise and 
fun characters jump off the page and keep you reading. A great and 
inspiring read you won’t be able to put down. Let your mind take a 
journey along with Gary and all of his new friends to a better life with 
understanding, kindness, and a grateful heart.  www.amazon.com/Walk-
Slowly-Purpose-journey-inside/dp/1796373141


