WALK SLOWLY WITH PURPOSE

Late summer weddings turn Northern Michigan
into a Romance Destination

By Dominic Fortuna

There’s something about a Northern Michigan
wedding in late August and early September that
just hits different. The air finally cools off in the
evenings. The lake is still warm enough to walk
barefoot on the sand. The woods are deep green
and starting to hint at that first touch of gold. And
all over from Traverse City up through Petoskey,
Charlevoix, and all the little towns in between,
people are saying “I do” with a view that no
ballroom in a big city can copy.

Late summer has become our season. Not just
because the weather is perfect — 75 degrees in
the day, 60 at night, hardly any bugs — but
because it feels like the whole region slows down
just enough to let love take center stage.

Beaches that do half the work for you

You don’t need a lot of decorations when your
ceremony is on Lake Michigan. The water does it
for you. I’ve watched couples get married right at
sunset on the beach in Glen Arbor, with the sun
dropping straight into the lake and the whole
family standing in the sand with their shoes off.
Grandma in a sundress. The little cousins chasing
each other with sparklers later. Nobody’s rushing.

Our beaches up here aren’t crowded like they are
in July. By late August the tourists have thinned
out, so you actually get the shoreline to yourself.
Photographers love it. Brides love it. And
honestly, there’s nothing more Northern Michigan
than bare feet in the sand and a toast with local
wine while the waves roll in.

Woods, barns, and backyards that
feel like home

Not everyone wants a beach. And that’s the
beauty of it. Ten minutes inland you’ve got birch
trees, cedar, and old farm properties that have
been turned into venues without losing any of
their character. String some lights in the trees, put
out long farm tables, and suddenly you’ve got a
reception that feels like a family reunion.

The woods give you that quiet. You can hear the
ceremony without traffic in the background. You
can dance outside and not worry about neighbors

calling the cops at 11. And when the night gets
cool, everyone grabs a blanket and heads to the
fire pit. That’s when the real talking happens —
cousins who haven’t seen each other in years,
grandparents telling stories, kids running around
until they finally crash in a corner.

Big spaces when you need them

And if you’ve got 200 people on the guest list,
we’ve got you covered there too. Northern
Michigan isn’t just small chapels and beachfronts
anymore. We’ve got huge event centers now, all
over the region. Places with floor-to-ceiling
windows looking out at the bay, ballrooms that
open onto patios, catering kitchens that can
handle anything from white tablecloth dinners to
taco bars at midnight.

The best part is they still feel like Northern
Michigan. You’re not in a generic hotel in a
parking lot. You’re looking at water, or woods, or
a golf course that turns orange at sunset. You get
the big venue without giving up why people came
here in the first place.

Why late summer works

June weddings are beautiful, but they’re stressful.
Everyone’s still in school, the weather can be ifty,
and you’re competing with every other couple.
Late summer is calmer. College kids are home for
one last weekend before fall. Families are trying
to get one more trip in before schedules get crazy.

And weddings do what nothing else does — they
pull everybody together. You’ve got 8-year-olds
and 80-year-olds at the same table. You’ve got
people who drove from Florida and people who
live 10 minutes away all dancing to the same
song. For a few hours, it’s not about work or
phones or what’s going on in the world. It’s about
two people and everyone who loves them being in
the same place.

That’s why 1 think Northern Michigan is a
premier spot for this. We’ve got the scenery, sure.
But we also have the space to actually enjoy it.
You can have a ceremony on the beach in the
afternoon, pictures in the woods, and a reception
under the stars, and never drive more than 20
minutes.

It’s really cool up here

I’'m not saying it to sell you something. I live here.
I’ve been to these weddings. I’ve seen grooms in
khakis and Sperrys, brides with flowers from the
farmer’s market, bands playing on a deck while
the lake turns pink behind them.

Late summer weddings in Northern Michigan
aren’t fancy for the sake of being fancy. They’re
real. They’re relaxed. They’re about family, and
food, and music, and staying up too late because
no one wants the night to end.

If you’re thinking about a date, look at late August
and September. The water’s still warm. The light
is better. And you’ll get the Northern Michigan
that we all love — not the crowded version, but
the quiet, beautiful one.

Come up here. Get married here. Bring your
people. We’ve got the beaches, the woods, and the
big event spaces to make it happen. But more than
that, we’ve got a place where love actually feels
like it belongs.
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Dominic Fortuna’s book, “Walk Slowly With Purpose”
Be immersed in a magical journey from tragedy to
triumph. Wise and fun characters jump off the page and
keep you reading. A great and inspiring read you won’t be
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