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2026 Kalkaska Citizen and Business of the Year 
Winners Announced

KALKASKA COUNTY – This year’s Kalkaska 
Citizen of the Year is Kimberly Cotton, a teacher 
at Kalkaska Public Schools, and this year’s 
Kalkaska Business of the Year is Sunday 
Morning Flowers, owned by Leah Cox. Both 
award winners were selected through a 
community nomination process facilitated by 
the Grand Traverse Regional Community 
Foundation and the Kalkaska Awards 
Committee.

Kim Cotton moved to Kalkaska in 1994 to 
marry her husband, Bruce Cotton. Together, 
they made their home next to the Cotton 
Family Farm, where Bruce continues working 
as part of the fourth generation. Kim holds a 
degree in science and education from Olivet 
Nazarene University. Kim began her 
professional career working in analytical 
laboratories. She later transition to teaching 
middle and high school science at Manton 
Consolidated Schools. In 2000, she joined 
Kalkaska Public Schools where she has taught 
science ever since. Over the years, she has 
impacted countless students through her 
dedication, high standards, and genuine care 
for their success.

Leah Cox is the owner of Sunday Morning 
Flowers in Kalkaska. What began as a leap of 
faith has grown into a vibrant, community-
centered �lower shop known for its creativity, 
warmth, and personal touch. After relocating 
to Kalkaska, Leah quickly fell in love with the 
people and the strong small-town spirit. 
Through Sunday Morning Flowers, she has 
built more than a retail space, she has created 
a welcoming gathering place. From weddings 
and community celebrations to holiday 
workshops and everyday bouquets, the shop 
has become a hub for connection, 
collaboration, and support of fellow local 
businesses. 

The Kalkaska Citizen of the Year Award was 
established in 1970 to honor a Kalkaska area 
community member for their exceptional 
service and commitment to the local 
community while the Kalkaska Business of the 
Year Award was established in 2005 to honor a 
local business for their outstanding service.

The Kalkaska Citizen and Business of the Year 
will be honored at the 56th Annual Kalkaska 
Luncheon on April 21 from 11:30 am – 1:00 pm 
at Railroad Square Pavilion in downtown 
Kalkaska, kicking off the National Trout 
Festival celebration. The event is hosted by the 
Community Foundation and sponsored by DTE 
Energy Foundation, Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Michigan, Farrier Surveying, Forest Area Credit 
Union, Habitat for Humanity Grand Traverse 
Region, Kalkaska Memorial Health Center, 
Kalkaska Public Schools, Northland Foods, 
Traverse Connect, Trout Town Tavern & Eatery, 
and Woodland Creek Furniture.

Event registration is $20 per person or $250 
for table sponsorship and can be purchased 
online at: https://www.gtrcf.org/events. The 
Community Foundation covers the cost of the 
Kalkaska Luncheon so that 100% of event 
registrations and sponsorships can directly 
support the Endowment for Kalkaska Area, a 
permanent fund dedicated to supporting the 
people and places in the Kalkaska community. 
All additional donations support the 
Endowment's growth, furthering community 
bene�it. 

= = = = = 

The Grand Traverse Regional Community 
Foundation sparks positive change by 
inspiring generosity, caring for resources, and 
supporting our communities across Antrim, 
Benzie, Grand Traverse, Kalkaska, and 
Leelanau Counties as well as the Grand 
Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa 
Indians, now and forever. Established in 1992, 
the Community Foundation envisions a region 
where every person feels connected, 
supported, and empowered and where 
communities have resources and 
opportunities for everyone. To support this 
vision, the Community Foundation partners 
with donors, awards meaningful grants and 
scholarships, and participates in collaboration 
efforts for important community issues. For 
more information, please visit GTRCF.org.

Leah Cox, owner of Sunday Morning Flowers, 
2026 Kalkaska Business of the YearKim Cotton, 2026 Kalkaska Citizen of the Year 
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DEAL ME IN
By Mark Pilarski (reprinted with permission of the author)

Downright lethal vs. pretty good

Solution on page 15

Sudoku Puzzle
March 20, 2026

Raymond Leroy Peka 
(80) of Fife Lake, 
Michigan passed away 
on March 12, 2026, at a 
nursing home in Romeo 
after spending an 
afternoon with his niece 
and time with an old 
friend and his favorite 
son in law.
Raymond (Ray, Butch) was born 
in Little Falls, Minnesota, on 
August 7, 1945, to the late 
Raymond F. Peka and Eleanore D. 
Oldakowski. During his 
childhood, the family moved to 
Roseville, Michigan where he 
grew up.
Ray was married to the love of his 
life for almost 60 years. Mary 
Elizabeth Sherrill (Peka) passed 
away in September of 2024.
Ray served in the U.S. Air Force, 
got stationed in Marquette, 
toured in Thailand, went to 
Vietnam, and worked as a 
helicopter mechanic. After his 
two enlistments, he was a truck 
driver for many years until he 
started his own home-
remodeling company. He retired 
downstate in 2008. The couple 
then moved up north to spend 
summers near Ray’s youngest 
sister Patti’s place. They wintered 
in Florida, where he volunteered 
at Sun N Fun Aerospace Flight 
School in Lakeland. Ray was part 
of the maintenance team there. 
His main job was to exterminate 
all the ants, which gave him the 
nickname of “Ant Man.” Ray lived 

a good life by traveling 
and taking family trips 
between Michigan and 
Minnesota. “Butch” and 
Mary loved visiting 
Aruba, but most of all, 
he enjoyed hunting, 
�ishing, gardening, 
hosting reunions, 
building camp�ires, and 

chopping wood at his retirement 
home in Fife Lake, where they 
were members of the Catholic 
church.
Butch is survived by his three 
children, John D. Peka (Melissa), 
Brian J. Peka, and Cynthia D. 
Brunk (Robert); �ive 
grandchildren, Raymond 
(Kristin), AJ, Kourtney (Alex), 
Evelyn, and Zach; six great 
grandchildren, nieces, nephews, 
and poodle, Max.
Butch is predeceased by his 
sisters, Jane (Jan) Dine, Lois 
Jovanov, and Patricia (Patti) 
Dooley; nephew, Steven Kenward 
and great nephew, Jason 
Kenward. Cremation services 
have been entrusted to Wolfe-
O’Neill Funeral Home in 
Kalkaska. Memorial 
contributions can be made to 
Kalkaska County Commission on 
Aging, or St. Aloysius Church. 
Please go to www.wolfeoneill.
com/obituaries to visit 
Raymond’s tribute page and 
share a memory with his loved 
ones. A small, private service will 
be held at a later date.,

Raymond LeRoy Peka

August 7, 1945 ~ March 12, 2026
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OUT & ABOUT
Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting (AA), 
Forrest Home Township Hall, 351 Bridge 
St, Bellaire
When: Mon, Wed, 12:00 pm

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting (AA), 
Forrest Home Township Hall, 351 Bridge 
St, Bellaire
When: Mon, Thu, 12:00 pm

TOPS #1304 Meeting, Kalkaska United 
Ministries for Christ, 2525 Beebe Rd, 
Kalkaska, contact 231 384-2154 
When: Tue, 9:00 am weigh ins, 10:00 am 
meeting

Al-Anon Family Group, Stepping Toward 
Serenity,  on ZOOM:  login information on 
meeting list at Alanon-d39.org
When:  Tues, at noon.  

 Al-Anon, Al-Teen Meeting for Families & 
Friends of Alcoholics, (Kalkaska COA) 
Senior Center, 303 S Coral St, contact Linda  
231 384-3227
When: Tue, 7:00 pm (except 5th Tue in a 
month)

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting (AA), 
Kalkaska Senior Center, 303 S Coral St
When: Tue, 8:00 pm

Secular Sobriety Group, AA of Traverse 
City, meets on ZOOM, ID#447 584 8945 
PW 628608, more info at 
secularAAinMichigan.org
When: Tues, Thu, 7 pm, Sun, 12 pm (also 
in person)

Alcoholics Anonymous Meetings (AA), 
Kalkaska United Ministries for Christ, 2525 
Beebe Rd
When: Tue, Thu, Sat 12:00 pm

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting (AA), 
Fife Lake Village Office, 616 Bates Rd
When: Wed, 7:00 pm 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting (AA), 
Central Lake VFW Hall, 1805 S. Main St,
When: Wed, 8:00 pm

Grief Support Group, (Kalkaska COA) 
Senior Center, 303 S Coral St, all ages 
welcome, contact 231 258-5030
When: 2nd and 4th Wed, 10:30 am 

Antrim Co Parkinson Support Group, 
Bellaire Family Health Center, 4955 S M-
88, Bellaire, 231 633-1237
When: 3rd Wed, 2 pm

Grief Support, Kalkaska Church of Christ, 
1725 W. Kalkaska Rd, faith-based grief 
support, contact 231 258-9441
When: Thu, 6:00 pm 

S-Anon Support Group - Calvary Lutheran 
Church, 10180 Elk Lake Rd, Elk Rapids. 
For For family and friends affected by 
someone else’s sex addiction. Contact:  
miplaceofpeace@gmail.com, 231-714-4099
When: Thu, 7:00 pm

All Recovery Meeting, Ursela House, 8099 
West Old State Rd, Central Lake, peer led 
support group for people in recovery and/or 
their family members,  231 266-4412
When: Thu, 8:00 pm 

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting (AA), 
St Paul’s Lutheran Church, 2470 Beebe Rd, 
Open Meeting
When: Thu, 8:00 pm

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting (AA), The 
Rock Youth Center, 115 E Blair, Kingsley
When: Thu, 7:00 pm

Weight Management Support Group, 
Kalkaska Memorial Health Center, 419 S. 
Coral St, Classroom A, contact Ashley 
Snyder, 231 258-3613
When: 2nd Thu, 3:00 to 4:00 pm   

Diabetes Support Group, Kalkaska 
Memorial Health Center, 419 S. Coral St, 
Classroom A, contact Katie Daman, 231 
258-3091 
When: 4th Thu, 3:00 to 4:00 pm           

Deliverance, Kalkaska Baptist Church, 
1651 Co Rd 612, Kalkaska, faith-based 
support for all addictions, contact Heath 231 
564-3715 
When: Fri, 6:00 pm

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting (AA), 
Surrender Today Coldsprings Fellowship 
Church, 532 S. Cedar St, Kalkaska
When: Fri, 7:00 pm

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting (AA), Fife 
Lake Village Office, 616 Bates Rd, 
When: Fri, 8:00 pm

Narcotics Anonymous (NA), Mill Pond 
Pavilion, Hyde St, Kalkaska
When: Sat, 7:00 pm

Alcoholics Anonymous Meeting (AA), 
Bellaire United Methodist Church, 401 N. 
Bridge St, Bellaire
When: Sat, 8:00 pm

O&A - cont. from page 11

VETERANS COMMUNITY

Downtown Bellaire Unique Art of 
Antrim County 

CALL FOR ARTISTS
Bellaire: Past and Present
Juried Outdoor Public Art Exhibition  
DEADLINE for entries: April 17th, 2026

The Village of Bellaire Downtown Development 
Authority (DDA) invites artists of all ages from 
Northern Michigan to submit original artwork 
for Bellaire: Past and Present, a juried outdoor 
public art exhibition exploring the historical 
signi�icance of the 250th birthday of the United 
States, with a red, white & blue Americana 
theme, with weight given to the pieces that best 
represent the Antrim County Chain of Lakes 
region.

This Call for Artists applies speci�ically to the 

outdoor public art exhibition, which has been 
presented successfully by the DDA for several 
years at select locations throughout downtown 
Bellaire, with the help of local donations and 
with a grant from the Michigan Arts & Culture 
Council.

More information is available on our website: 
Bellaire Art

Email questions to ddabellaire2026@gmail.
com
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Kalkaska County Townships:
Bear Lake Township,  

Bear Lake Twp Hall, 198 E Bear Lake 
Rd NE, Kalkaska, 231-258-4871
When: 2nd Tue, 7 pm

Blue Lake Township,  
Blue Lake Twp Hall, 10599 Twin Lake 
Rd, Mancelona, 231-587-8354
When: 1st Wed, 7 pm

Boardman Township,  
Boardman Twp Hall/Fire Dept, 4855 
Pine St, South Boardman, 
231-369-3336
When: 3rd Wed, 7 pm

Clearwater Township,  
Clearwater Twp Community Center, 
5407 River St, Rapid City, 
231-331-6249
When: 3rd Thu, 7 pm 

Coldsprings Township,  
Coldsprings Twp Hall, 
6515 County Road 571 NE, 
Mancelona, 231-587-8633 
When: 2nd Mon, 5 pm

Excelsior Township,  
Excelsior Twp Hall, 987 County Road 
571 NE, Kalkaska, 231-258-6108
When: 1st Mon, 5 pm (on major 
holiday the Tue after)

Garfield Township,  
Garfield Twp Hall, 0466 W Sharon 
Rd, Fife Lake, 231-369-2483 
When: 2nd Thur, 7 pm

Kalkaska Township , 
Kalkaska Twp Hall / Fire Department, 
209 Laurel St, 231-258-9305
When: 1st Tue, 7 pm

Oliver Township,  
Oliver Twp Hall, 5472 Kniss Rd SE, 
262-339-2239
When: 2nd Tue, 6 pm

Orange Township,  
Orange Twp Hall, 28 Boardman Rd 
SE, South Boardman, 231-369-3457
When: 2nd Mon, 7 pm

Rapid River Township,  
Rapid River Twp Hall, 101 Phelps Rd, 
Kalkaska, 231-258-2943 
When: 2nd Tue, 7 pm 

Springfield Township,  
Springfield Twp Hall, 5253 Ingersoll 
Rd SW, Fife Lake, 231-879-4541
When: 2nd Tue, 7 pm

=+=+=+=+=

Village of Central Lake, Central Lake 
Governmental Building, 1622 N. M-88, 
Central Lake, 231 544-6483 
When: 2nd Wed, 7:00 pm

Central Lake Township, Central Lake 
Governmental Building, 1622 N. M-88, 
Central Lake, 231 544-6687 
When: 3rd Wed, 7:00 pm

Village of Bellaire: 
Village Offices, 202 N. Bridge St, 
Bellaire, 231 533-8213
Village Council-  
When: 1st Wed, 7:00 pm
DDA- When: last Wed, 8:00 am

Village of Mancelona: 
Village Offices, 120 W. State, 
Mancelona, 231 587-8331 
When: 2nd Tue, 6:00 pm

Mancelona DDA, Antrim County Title, 
504 S. Williams, Mancelona, 
231 58-833
When: 2nd Mon, 5:30 pm

Mancelona Township:
Township Offices, 9610 S. M-88, 
Mancelona, 231 587-8651
When: 3rd Mon, 6:00 pm

Village of Fife Lake:
Village Hall, 616 Bates St, Fife Lake, 
231 879-4291
Village Council- 
When: 3rd Mon, 6:30 pm
DDA-When: 3rd Tues, quarterly 
Jan, April, July, October, 6:00 pm

Fife Lake Township: 
Township Meeting Room, 
134 Morgan St, 231 879-3963
When: 4th Thur, Jan-Oct, 6:00 pm

Village of Kingsley:
Village Offices, 207 S. Brownson, 231 
263-7778
Village Council- When: 2nd Mon, 
6:00 pm
DDA- When: 3rd Tue, 6:00 pm

Paradise Township:
Township Hall, 2300 E. M-113, 
Kingsley, 231 263-5251
When: 2nd Wed, 6:00 pm 

Helena Township:
Helena Township Community Center, 
8751 Helena Rd, Alden, 231 331-4643
When: 2nd Thu, 7:00 pm

Village of Kalkaska:
Village Offices, 200 Hyde St, 
Kalkaska, 231-258-9191
Village Council-
When: 2nd Mon, 6 pm
DDA- 
When: 1st Tue, 5:00 pm

Kalkaska County: 
Kalkaska County BOC Chambers, 
Administration Building, 605 N Birch 
St, 231-258-3349
Board of Commissioners-
When: 3nd Wed, 5 pm 

Standing Committees-
When: 2nd Wed, times below 

Judiciary & Public Health- 9 am
Health & Welfare- 10 am
Public Works- 11 am
Personnel/Interview- 1 pm
Budget & Finance- 2 pm 
(also meets the Tue before, 5 pm)
County Affairs/
IT & Computer- 3 pm

Government Meetings
Alden

Alden Bar & Grille
Alden State Bank

Alden District Library
Higgins Store

Paradise Properties
The Muffin Tin

Bellaire
Applesauce Inn

Bellaire Public Library

Central Lake
Central Lake District Library

Mary’s Market

Fife Lake
Fife Lake Public Library

Forest Area Federal Credit Union
The Upper Bar & Grill

Village Market

Kalkaska
Advanced Office Supply

All Seasons Hotel & Resort
Birch Street Dental Care

Carter Lumber
Earth’s Garden

Family Fare
Forest Area Federal Credit Union North

K.A.I.R.
Kaliseum

Kalkaska Commission on Aging

Kalkaska County Building
Kalkaska County Library
Kalkaska Funeral Home

McLean’s Hardware
Midas

Northland Foods
Rodeway Inn

The Shopping Basket
Trout Town Tavern & Eatery

Voice Motors

Kingsley
Kingsley Branch Library
Kingsley Village Offices

Mancelona
Habitat for Humanity ReStore

Iron Skillet
KMH - Mancelona Campus
Mancelona Public Library

NAPA Auto Parts
The Hen’s Den

Rapid City
Absolute Shear Shack
Johnny’s Torch Riviera

Township Hall
Village Market

South Boardman
Yankee Boy

The Northwest Michigan Voice is delivered 
to these locations every other week:

It is also delivered to several of the local churches, to the 
schools (during the school year) ,  and the Emergency Department of KMH, 

as well as to select senior living facilities.

School Board Meetings
Kalkaska Public Schools,  

Board of Education room,  
315 S Coral  St Kalkaska , 
231-258-9100
When: 3rd Mon, 6 pm 

Forest Area Community Schools 
Band Room, Forest Area High School, 
7661 Shippy Rd SW, Fife Lake 
231-369-4191
When: 2nd Mon, 7:0o pm

Crawford School, Excelsior District #1
Crawford School 
5621 M-72 NE, Kalkaska 
231-258-2934 
When: 3rd Wed, 4:00 pm

Mancelona Public Schools 
Media Center, Mancelona Middle 
School, 1122 St Johns Ave, Mancelona
231-587-9764
When: 2nd Tue, 4:30 pm

Central Lake Public Schools, 
8190 W. State St, Central Lake, 
231 544-3341
When: 2nd Mon, 6:30 pm 

Bellaire Public Schools, 
204 W. Forest Home Ave, Bellaire, 
231-533-8015
When: 3rd Mon, 6:30 pm

Kingsley Area Schools, 
High School Library, 
7475 Kingsley Rd, Kingsley
When: 2nd Mon, 7:00 pm

DISTRIBUTION
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BRIGHT SPOT

Since 1921
Chevrolet

302 W Mile Rd, Kalkaska������ 231-258-9178

Sales:
Monday 8 am - 8 pm
Tues-Fri 8 am - 6 pm

Sat 9 am - 3 pm
Sun CLOSED

Service & Parts:
Mon - Fri 7:30 am - 5:30 pm

Sat & Sun CLOSED

And thank you Bellaire Conservation Club 
for being our bright spot of the week!


