SUMMER 2025 VOL. 17

CASA CORNER

CASA of the Southern Tier's Quarterly Newsletter

School Transition

IN THIS ISSUE

The new school year is upon us in the Southern Tier.
Here are some tips to ease transition for kids.

SCHOOL TRANSITIONS
ASK A CASA

e Talk to your child about how they are feeling and try to

ease their fears. UPCOMING DATES

INFO SESSIONS
e Take them “back to school shopping” for clothes and CLASS DATES

supplies to help them feel confident.

e Reassure them that you will be there for them good and
bad. Upcoming Events

e Encourage them and help them set academic goals for the
upcoming year.

e Call the school before hand and ask to take a tour with Stay In Touch

them .
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Ask a CASA

The CASA team asked advocates:
What would you say are the benefits of a child being assigned a
CASA by the courts?

-Tina Webber

| believe one of the greatest benefits of a child being assigned a
CASA is that they gain an advocate who is solely focused on their
best interests—someone who isn’t part of a larger system or
caseload, and who is there with the sole purpose of investing time,
energy, and consistency into THEIR life. A child's CASA can help
bridge communication between parties involved in different aspects
of their lives. Through it all we help to ensure the child’s voice
doesn’t get lost and to offer a more holistic view to the courtroom—
one that centers on the children, not just the case.

It's important to remember that CASAs often become the one
person who stays the same for children across multiple placements,
hearings, and/or staff changes. This consistency allows us to better
build trust with the children we serve, and to try to truly understand
their needs and wishes. We are then equipped to provide the court
with detailed, firsthand insight. Our input then can, and often does,
influence a family court judge's decisions around services, visitation,
and permanency.

-Paula Stark

CASA ensures the child's BEST INTEREST is the focus to ensuring
the child's likes, dislikes, needs and wants are addressed in his/her
educational setting and home placements while ensuring medical
oversight based upon his/her age and medical diagnoses. Being
assigned a CASA ensures one consistent person is aware of the
child's educational and home placements and medical concerns
throughout the duration of his/her foster care experience.
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INFO SESSIONS:
SEPTEMBER 10™' 10AM

CLASS START DATES:
SEPTEMBER 30™ - PM
OCTOBER 2'°- AM

UPCOMING EVENTS:
LITTLE ELF SHOP
DECEMBER 6, 2025

NEXT NEWSLETTER:
FALL 2025

United Way
of the Southern Tier

Help a child ==
weather life's sto
Become a CASA
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Stay In Touch With Us
CASA Board of Directors

Kristen Henderson Feel free to follow us on social medial!

Chukwudi Okoro
Bruce Sharpe https://www.facebook.com/casaofthesoutherntier

Nancy Forgue
Amanda Stork
Jonathan Smith
Heidi Wahl

https://www.instagram.com/casasoutherntier/

For your convenience, the QR code below is to our donation page.

https://app.donorsnap.com/dsDB.aspx

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE

Did you ever wonder where the revenue comes from to operate the CASA program?

CASA OF THE SOUTHERN TIER RECEIVES GRANTS FROM THE FOLLOWING THAT MAKE IT POSSIBLE
TO OPERATE OUR PROGRAM. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

ehecil tvante OFFICE OF COURT ADMINISTRATION AND OFFICE OF VICTIM SERVICES THROUGH CASANYS
10% YATES ENDOWMENT FUND
HILLIARD FOUNDATION
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION OF ELMIRA-CORNING AND THE FINGER LAKES
Community Donations Government/Governing EATON FOUNDATION
20% 40% UNITED WAY OF THE SOUTHERN TIER
SAXTON FOUNDATION
CITY OF ELMIRA (CDBG)
KEUKA AREA FUND
SCHUYLER COUNTY UNITED WAY
ROSE YOUTH PHILANTHROPY
ANDERSON FOUNDATION
ROCHESTER AREA COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE UNITED CHURCH OF PAINTED POST FOR USE OF

FACILITIES AND THE ONGOING ARRAY OF SUPPORT.
oster care

Because a child can

607-936-2272

info@casasoutherntier.org @
people to love them” www.casasoutherntier.org ' D

never have too many

PO Box 778
Unknown Corning, NY 14830




