
Join St. Ignatius of Loyola Youth Ministries for the 11th Annual Craw�sh Boil on 
Saturday, April 25 from 12–4 PM at the Christus Center, and become a sponsor to enjoy 
great food while supporting our youth programs! See inside for more details. Pg 13

Acompaña al Ministerio Juvenil de San Ignacio de Loyola en su 11° Festival Anual de Craw�sh el 
sábado 25 de abril de 12–4 PM en el Christus Center, y conviértete en patrocinador para disfrutar de 
excelente comida mientras apoyas a nuestros jóvenes. Vea el interior para más detalles. Pg 16

March 22, 2026
5th Sunday of Lent
(Quinto domingo de 
cuaresma)

7810 Cypresswood Dr. 
Spring, TX 77379
281-370-3401
www.silcc.org

Monday- Thursday 
(Lunes-Jueves): 9 AM-8:30 PM
Friday
(Viernes): 9 AM-4:30 PM
Saturday 
(Sábado): 10 AM-1 PM

See inside as Fr. Norbert re(ects on 
the Communion Rite and our 
preparation to receive the Eucharist.
Vea adentro cómo el Padre Norbert 
re(exiona sobre el Rito de la 
Comunión y nuestra preparación para 
recibir la Eucaristía.
Pg. 4 & 15 (Español)
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Over the past several weeks in this space, we have been re�ecting together on the 

sacred structure of the Holy Mass. Our most recent letter concluded with the beginning of the 
Eucharistic Prayer, that great prayer of thanksgiving and consecration in which the Church, 
through the ministry of the priest, o$ers the sacri%ce of Christ to the Father. In that prayer we 
hear the Preface proclaim the wonders of God’s saving work, we join the angels in the Sanctus, and through the 
power of the Holy Spirit the bread and wine become the Body and Blood of Christ. The Eucharistic Prayer 
reaches its summit in the great Amen — the congregation’s solemn assent to the mystery we have just celebrated.

From that moment we move naturally into the Communion Rite, the part of the Mass that prepares us to 
receive the sacred Body and Blood of the Lord whom we have just adored upon the altar. The Communion Rite 
is not merely logistical preparation for receiving the Eucharist. Rather, it is a spiritual and communal preparation 
that disposes our hearts for so great a mystery. The Communion Rite begins with the prayer that Christ Himself 
taught us: the Lord’s Prayer. It is %tting that this prayer stands at the threshold of Holy Communion. In the Our 
Father, we acknowledge God as our Father and ourselves as His children, united as one family around the altar. 
We ask that His kingdom come and His will be done — a prayer ful%lled most perfectly in the sacri%ce of Christ 
made present in the Eucharist. We also ask for our “daily bread.” The Fathers of the Church often understood 
this phrase not only as the bread necessary for earthly life, but also as the Eucharistic Bread that sustains the life 
of grace. Immediately before approaching the altar we pray for forgiveness — “forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us.” Reconciliation with God and with one another is an essential disposition 
for receiving Holy Communion worthily. During this Lenten season we have chosen to chant the Lord’s Prayer 
in Latin, the ancient language of the Roman Rite. Doing so reminds us that this prayer unites Catholics across 
cultures and continents. In every language and every land, the Church prays the words given to us by the Lord 
Himself. 

Following the Lord’s Prayer, the priest prays for deliverance from evil and invites the assembly to 
exchange the Sign of Peace. This gesture expresses our desire to live the reconciliation we have just prayed for. 
Before approaching the altar to receive Christ, we acknowledge that we must be at peace with one another. The 
Sign of Peace has deep roots in Christian worship. In the early centuries of the Church, it was known as the “kiss 
of peace,” a sign of communion among believers. Saint Justin Martyr, writing in the second century, describes 
Christians exchanging this sign before approaching the Eucharistic table. While its form has developed through 
the centuries, its meaning remains the same: we approach the sacrament of unity only after expressing unity with 
one another. After the Sign of Peace, the priest breaks the consecrated Host. This action is known as the Fraction 
Rite. Though simple in appearance, it carries profound symbolic meaning. In the early Church, the breaking of 
the bread was so central to Christian worship that the Eucharist itself was sometimes called simply “the breaking 
of the bread”. While the priest performs this action, the assembly chants the Agnus Dei — “Lamb of God.” These 
words echo the proclamation of John the Baptist, who pointed to Jesus and declared: “Behold the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world.” As the Host is broken, we ask the Lamb of God for mercy and peace. The 
chant reminds us that the Eucharist is the sacri%cial Lamb o$ered for the salvation of the world. All of these 
moments culminate in one of the most powerful proclamations of the Mass. Elevating the consecrated Host and 
the chalice, the priest declares: “Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him who takes away the sins of the world. 
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.” These words directly recall John the Baptist’s testimony 
along the banks of the Jordan River. What John once proclaimed in faith, we now behold sacramentally upon the 
altar. The Lamb who was slain now invites us to His banquet.

Next week we will re�ect more deeply on the reception of Holy Communion itself — how we approach 
the altar, the meaning of receiving the Eucharist, and how this sacred encounter with Christ shapes our lives 
beyond the walls of the church. Before concluding, I would like to extend my sincere gratitude to the many 
parishioners who worked so diligently to make our St. Joseph Altar such a beautiful and successful celebration 
of faith and tradition. Your generosity, creativity, and spirit of service continue to enrich our parish community. 
A brief reminder as well: please refrain from parking in the red-curbed %re lanes around the church and parish 
facilities. These areas must remain clear for safety and emergency access. Your cooperation helps ensure the 
well-being of everyone on our campus.
With gratitude for your faith and your willingness to grow together,
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Monday, March 23 Building Thursday, March 26 Building
Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM

9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga 9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga

10 AM- Lay Missionaries of  Charity Adoration Reservation Chapel 9:30 AM- Women’s Thursday Book Club Faber-3

11 AM- Lay Missionaries of  Charity Meeting Faber-3 10 AM- ESOL Class 5 Xavier-11
5:45 PM- AHG Troop Meeting Gonzaga 10 AM- ESOL Class 3 Xavier-15

6 PM- Edge Core Planning Upper Room 10 AM- ESOL Class 4 Xavier-16

6 PM- Cub Scout- Den Meeting Gonzaga 6 PM- Craft Guild Xavier- Crafts

6:30 PM- ESOL Class 2 Xavier-16 6 PM- Knights of  Columbus Assembly 2683 McGivney Hall

6:30 PM- Ignatian Workout for Lent Faber-3 & 5 6 PM- Bell Choir Rehearsal Choir Room

7 PM- Legion of  Mary Faber-6 6:30 PM- Grief  Support Faber-5

6:30 PM- ESOL Class 6 Xavier-16

Tuesday, March 24 6:30 PM- Catechist Meeting Sexton Hall

Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM 7 PM- Choir Rehearsal Choir Room
9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga
10 AM- Day of  Prayer- Archgh Of<ce of  Aging Christus Center Friday, March 27

10 AM- ESOL Class 5 Xavier-11 Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 4:30 PM

10 AM- ESOL Class 3 Xavier-15 9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga

10 AM- ESOL Class 4 Xavier-16 9 AM- Easter Help for the Homeless Christus Center Lobby

4:45 PM- EC/Elementary Faith Formation Gonzaga 10 AM- Exposition of  Blessed Sacrament Reservation Chapel

6 PM- Edge Mixtape Upper Room 5 PM- Lenten Fish Fry McGivney Hall

6 PM- Children’s Choir Rehearsal Choir Room 6:15 PM- Evening Prayer & Benediction Reservation Chapel

6 PM- AA Meeting Faber-5 7 PM- Stations of  the Cross Sanctuary

6 PM- High School Bible Study Gonzaga 8 PM- Via Crucis Sanctuary 

6:30 PM- ESOL Class 6 Xavier-16

6:30 PM- Shadow Stations Rehearsal Christus Center Saturday, March 28

6:30 PM- EC/ Elementary Faith Formation Gonzaga Parish Of�ce Hours: 10 AM - 1 PM

7 PM- Spanish Choir Rehearsal Choir Room 8 AM- Knights of  Columbus Bible Study Xavier-16

7 PM- Finance Council Sexton Hall 9 AM- Filipino Ministry Basketball Sexton Hall

7 PM- Becoming Catholic- Catechumen Sessions Faber-6 10 AM- La Biblia y los Sacraments Xavier-12

7 PM- Becoming Catholic- Candidate Sessions Faber-8 10:30 AM- Citizenship Classes Xavier-11, 15, & 16

7 PM- Becoming Catholic- Inquiry Faber-3 11 AM- Good Friday Rehearsal Sanctuary

12:30 PM- Holy Thursday Rehearsal Sanctuary & Christus 
Center

Wednesday, March 25 3 PM- Grace Ministry Bingo Event McGivney Hall

Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM 6:30 PM- Knights of  Columbus St. Patrick Celebration  Christus Center

9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga

10 AM- Craft Guild Xavier- Crafts Sunday, March 29

10 AM- Abide in Me- Ignatian Prayer Program Faber-8 Parish Of�ce Closed
10 AM- No Greater Love: A Biblical Walk 
through Christ’s Passion Xavier-12 Nursery at 10 AM & 5:15 PM Mass

4:45 PM- EC/Elementary Faith Formation Gonzaga 9:15 AM- Choir Warm Up Choir Room
6:30 PM- Serra Club of  North Houston Program 
Meeting McGivney Hall 12 PM- Spanish Choir Warm Up Choir Room

6:30 PM- ESOL Class 2 Xavier-16 3:30 PM- MS Edge Formation Gonzaga

6:30 PM- Adult Basic English Class Xavier-11 3:30 PM- EC/ Elementary Faith Formation Gonzaga

6:45 PM- Adult Con<rmation Class Faber-5 4 PM- Life Teen Band Warm Up Choir Room

7:30 PM- Life Teen Band Rehearsal Choir Room 6:30 PM- HS Life Teen Formation Gonzaga

7:30 PM- Youth Con<rmation Sacrament Class Gonzaga
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Sunday, Mar 22, 2026
A rock of  faith
Of  the two sisters of  Bethany, Mary is usually considered the 
“spiritual” one, and Martha is relegated to the category of  
“hostess with the mostest.” But after the death of  their brother 
Lazarus, it is Martha who shows her spiritual mettle in her 
encounter with Jesus on the road. She gives her profession of  
faith with as much insight and certainty as does Peter when he 
was once asked by Jesus, “Who do you say that I am?” Peter’s 
response earns him the role of  <rst leader of  the church. 
Martha’s faith ensures that Lazarus is returned to her family and 
demonstrates that she, too, is a “rock.”

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Ezekiel 37:12-14; Romans 8:8-11; John 11:1-45 (34). “Yes, Lord. 
I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of  God.”

Monday, Mar 23, 2026
Withhold your judgment
If  you read the scripture for today, you’ll <nd two long and 
dramatic stories about the dangers of  judging others. You’ll see 
the hazards of  denying your conscience, bearing false witness, 
and having the attitudes of  judgmentalism and self-righteousness. 
Believing in Jesus, on the other hand, and following him, leads to 
humility, honesty, integrity, and compassion. The next time you’re 
about to judge someone—talk down a friend, coworker, or 
member of  your family, or get mad at someone in a service job—
step back and offer your resentment up to God. “Do not judge, 
and you will not be judged,” Jesus says in Luke 6:37. “Do not 
condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will 
be forgiven.”

LENTEN WEEKDAY
Daniel 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62; John 8:1-11 (251). “Let the 
one among you who is without sin be the 5rst to throw a stone at her.”

Tuesday, Mar 24, 2026
The sender in the sent
At the end of  every Mass, we hear some version of  the words, 
“Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.” This moment is not 
the end, it’s the beginning. We celebrate the Eucharist so that we 
might become for others what Jesus was for us—sustenance and 
life poured out for the good of  all we meet. When we go forth 
“in his name,” we carry Jesus with us in a very real way, to our 
families, workplaces, and neighbors, and to strangers alike. Next 
time as Mass comes to a close, listen to those words 
commissioning you to bear Christ to the world. Take them to 
heart.

LENTEN WEEKDAY
Numbers 21:4-9; John 8:21-30 (252). “The one who sent me is with 
me.”

Wednesday, Mar 25, 2026
Play the favorite
It’s not easy for us to explain why we hold certain people in 
special esteem above others. We have our favorites, and we don’t 
usually analyze it much beyond that. But if  we did, we would 
probably <nd that we enjoy the person’s company because what 
they do pleases us. For these same reasons Mary found favor with 
God. She chose ways that were God’s ways. “Mary’s greatness,” 
says Pope Benedict XVI, “consists in the fact that she wants to 

magnify God, not herself.” She is the “mirror of  all holiness.” 
Follow Mary’s example and strive to be a shining example of  
God’s love.

SOLEMNITY OF THE ANNUNCIATION OF THE 
LORD
Isaiah 7:10-14; 8:10; Hebrews 10:4-10; Luke 1:26-38 (545). “The 
angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God.’ ”

Thursday, Mar 26, 2026
Naming rights
As Christians we often take on new names at Baptism, 
Con<rmation, Holy Orders, and marriage to mark entrance into a 
new phase of  our faith life and discipleship. When God entered 
into a covenant with Abram and his descendants, Abram got a 
new name—Abraham—that signi<ed the renewed relationship 
between God and God’s people. Simon became the Peter as Jesus 
called him to be his rock. Each Lent as we review and renew our 
relationship with God, perhaps we should consider giving our 
faith life a new name. What will yours be?

LENTEN WEEKDAY
Genesis 17:3-9; John 8:51-59 (254). “No longer shall you be called 
Abram; your name shall be Abraham, for I am making you the father 
of  a host of  nations.”

Friday, Mar 27, 2026
Prayer stations
Today is the last Friday before Holy Week and the last one before 
Good Friday. As the day of  the week on which Jesus died, Fridays 
have had a special place in Christian tradition. There was a time 
when Catholics abstained from meat on every Friday, not only 
those in Lent, as a reminder of  Christ’s sacri<ce. Another 
traditional Catholic practice associated with Friday is the Stations 
of  the Cross. Every church has the series of  10 shrines devoted 
to the Stations. Going from one to another as you pray retraces 
Jesus’ footsteps to the place of  his Cruci<xion and offers a kind 
of  pilgrimage in the same sacred space where we celebrate the 
Eucharist. From life to death to new and transformed life: This is 
the mystery we enter into at this time of  year—and all year round. 
Pray the Stations today.

LENTEN WEEKDAY; DAY OF ABSTINENCE
Jeremiah 20:10-13; John 10:31-42 (255). “The LORD is with me, 
like a mighty champion: my persecutors will stumble, they will not 
triumph.”

Saturday, Mar 28, 2026
Renew, repent, repeat
Being human, it is likely we would sin every day. That is why we 
are encouraged, particularly during Lent, to renew ourselves daily. 
“This is what we do with houses, says Saint John Chrysostom, 
“we keep constantly repairing them as they wear old. You should 
do the same thing to yourself. Have you sinned today? Do not 
despair, do not despond, but renew your soul by repentance, and 
tears, and Confession, and by doing good things.” And the great 
doctor of  the church adds, “Never cease doing this.”

LENTEN WEEKDAY
Ezekiel 37:21-28; John 11:45-56 (256). “Make for yourselves a new 
heart and a new spirit.”
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We need your help to prepare for Holy Week!
Email art@silcc.org.

• Wednesday, March 25 at 10 AM - Palm Splitting & Easter
Vigil Candle Preparation (Christus Center)

• Tuesday, March 31 at 10 AM - Art & Environment in the
Worship Space (Church)

• Wednesday, April 1 at 10 AM - Art & Environment in the
Worship Space (Church)
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Ascención Amado
Director of Outreach
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Queridos hermanos,
 Durante las últimas semanas, en este espacio, hemos reOexionado juntos sobre 
la estructura sagrada de la Santa Misa. Nuestra carta más reciente concluyó con el 
inicio de la Plegaria Eucarística, esa gran oración de acción de gracias y 
consagración en la que la Iglesia, mediante el ministerio del sacerdote, ofrece el 
sacri<cio de Cristo al Padre. En esa oración, escuchamos el Prefacio proclamar las 
maravillas de la obra salví<ca de Dios, nos unimos a los ángeles en el Sanctus, y por 
el poder del Espíritu Santo, el pan y el vino se convierten en el Cuerpo y la Sangre 

de Cristo. La Plegaria Eucarística alcanza su punto culminante con el gran Amén: el solemne 
asentimiento de la congregación al misterio que acabamos de celebrar.
 Desde ese momento, pasamos naturalmente al Rito de la Comunión, la parte de la Misa que 
nos prepara para recibir el sagrado Cuerpo y la Sangre del Señor, a quien acabamos de adorar en el 
altar. El Rito de la Comunión no es una mera preparación logística para recibir la Eucaristía. Es más 
bien una preparación espiritual y comunitaria que dispone nuestros corazones para tan gran 
misterio. El Rito de la Comunión comienza con la oración que Cristo mismo nos enseñó: el 
Padrenuestro. Es apropiado que esta oración se encuentre en el umbral de la Sagrada Comunión. En 
el Padrenuestro, reconocemos a Dios como nuestro Padre y a nosotros como sus hĳos, unidos como 
una sola familia alrededor del altar. Pedimos que venga su reino y se haga su voluntad, una oración 
que se cumple con la máxima perfección en el sacri<cio de Cristo hecho presente en la Eucaristía. 
También pedimos nuestro "pan de cada día". Los Padres de la Iglesia a menudo entendían esta frase 
no solo como el pan necesario para la vida terrenal, sino también como el Pan Eucarístico que 
sustenta la vida llena de gracia. Justo antes de acercarnos al altar, oramos pidiendo perdón: «Perdona 
nuestras ofensas, como también nosotros perdonamos a quienes nos ofenden». La reconciliación 
con Dios y entre nosotros es una disposición esencial para recibir dignamente la Sagrada Comunión. 
Durante esta Cuaresma, hemos optado por recitar el Padrenuestro en latín, la antigua lengua del rito 
romano. Esto nos recuerda que esta oración une a los católicos de todas las culturas y continentes. 
En todos los idiomas y en todos los países, la Iglesia reza las palabras que nos dio el Señor mismo.

Tras el Padrenuestro, el sacerdote ora por la liberación del mal e invita a la asamblea a 
intercambiar el Signo de la Paz. Este gesto expresa nuestro deseo de vivir la reconciliación por la que 
acabamos de orar. Antes de acercarnos al altar para recibir a Cristo, reconocemos que debemos estar 
en paz unos con otros. El Signo de la Paz tiene profundas raíces en el culto cristiano. En los primeros 
siglos de la Iglesia, se conocía como el "beso de la paz", un signo de comunión entre los creyentes. 
San Justino Mártir, escribiendo en el siglo II, describe a los cristianos intercambiando este signo 
antes de acercarse a la mesa eucarística. Si bien su forma ha evolucionado a lo largo de los siglos, su 
signi<cado sigue siendo el mismo: nos acercamos al sacramento de la unidad solo después de 
expresar la unidad entre nosotros. Tras el Signo de la Paz, el sacerdote parte la Hostia consagrada. 
Esta acción se conoce como el Rito de la Fracción. Aunque simple en apariencia, conlleva un 
profundo signi<cado simbólico. En la Iglesia primitiva, la fracción del pan era tan central para el 
culto cristiano que la propia Eucaristía a veces se llamaba simplemente "la fracción del pan". 
Mientras el sacerdote realiza esta acción, la asamblea canta el Agnus Dei: “Cordero de Dios”. .” 
Estas palabras hacen eco de la proclamación de Juan el Bautista, quien señaló a Jesús y declaró: “He 
aquí el Cordero de Dios que quita el pecado del mundo”. Al partir la Hostia, pedimos al Cordero de Dios 
misericordia y paz. El canto nos recuerda que la Eucaristía es el Cordero sacri<cial ofrecido por la 
salvación del mundo. Todos estos momentos culminan en una de las proclamaciones más poderosas 
de la Misa. Elevando la Hostia consagrada y el cáliz, el sacerdote declara: “He aquí el Cordero de 
Dios, he aquí a Aquel que quita el pecado del mundo. Bienaventurados los llamados a la cena del 
Cordero”. Estas palabras evocan directamente el testimonio de Juan el Bautista a orillas del río 
Jordán. Lo que Juan una vez proclamó con fe, ahora lo contemplamos sacramentalmente sobre el 
altar. El Cordero que fue sacri<cado ahora nos invita a su banquete.

La próxima semana reOexionaremos más profundamente sobre la recepción de la Sagrada 
Comunión: cómo nos acercamos al altar, el signi<cado de recibir la Eucaristía y cómo este encuentro 
sagrado con Cristo moldea nuestras vidas más allá de los muros de la iglesia. Antes de concluir, 
quisiera expresar mi sincero agradecimiento a los numerosos feligreses que trabajaron con tanta 
diligencia para hacer de nuestro Altar de San José una celebración de fe y tradición tan hermosa y 
exitosa. Su generosidad, creatividad y espíritu de servicio siguen enriqueciendo a nuestra comunidad 
parroquial. Un breve recordatorio: les rogamos que se abstengan de estacionarse en los carriles de 
incendios con bordillo rojo alrededor de la iglesia y las instalaciones parroquiales. Estas áreas deben 
permanecer despejadas por seguridad y para el acceso en caso de emergencia. Su cooperación 
contribuye al bienestar de todos en nuestro campus.
Con gratitud por su fe y su disposición a crecer juntos,
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Domingo, Mar 22, 2026
Una roca de fe
De las dos hermanas de Betania, María suele ser 
considerada la más “espiritual”, mientras que 
Marta queda relegada a la categoría de “an<triona 
ejemplar”. Pero tras la muerte de su hermano 
Lázaro, es Marta quien demuestra su fortaleza 
espiritual en su encuentro con Jesús en el camino. 
Ella profesa su fe con tanta perspicacia y certeza 
como Pedro cuando Jesús le preguntó: “¿Quién 
decís que soy yo?”. La respuesta de Pedro le valió 
el papel de primer líder de la Iglesia. La fe de 
Marta asegura que Lázaro regrese con su familia y 
demuestra que ella también es una “roca”.

QUINTO DOMINGO DE CUARESMA
Ezequiel 37:12-14; Romanos 8:8-11; Juan 11:1-45 
(34). “Sí, Señor. Creo 5rmemente que tú eres el 
Mesías, el Hĳo de Dios.”
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Angie Villanueva Agency
281-205-9077

8500 Cypresswood Dr., Ste. 102

Se Habla Espanol.
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CatholicCharities.org/Donate

Make sure she 
doesn’t go hungry.

Help our food
pantries feed

thousands of others!

DONATE OR VOLUNTEER!

The Businesses listed above make this bulletin possible.

Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week.  Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe

Please support them when you can.
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