
Join St. Ignatius of Loyola Youth Ministries for the 11th Annual Craw�sh Boil on 
Saturday, April 25 from 12–4 PM at the Christus Center, and become a sponsor to enjoy 
great food while supporting our youth programs!See inside for more details. Pg 13

Acompaña al Ministerio Juvenil de San Ignacio de Loyola en su 11° Festival Anual de Craw�sh el 
sábado 25 de abril de 12–4 PM en el Christus Center, y conviértete en patrocinador para disfrutar de 
excelente comida mientras apoyas a nuestros jóvenes. Vea el interior para más detalles. Pg 16

March 8, 2026
3rd Sunday of Lent
(Tercero domingo de 
cuaresma)

7810 Cypresswood Dr. 
Spring, TX 77379
281-370-3401
www.silcc.org

Monday- Thursday 
(Lunes-Jueves): 9 AM-8:30 PM
Friday
(Viernes): 9 AM-4:30 PM
Saturday 
(Sábado): 10 AM-1 PM

See inside as Fr. Norbert 
continues the re(ection of the 
Holy Mass.
Vea en el interior mientras el 
Padre Norbert continúa la 
re(exión de la Santa Misa.
Pg. 4 & 15 (Español)
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,
In our continuing re�ection on the Holy Mass, we now stand at a pivotal threshold. 

Previously, we concluded our consideration of  the Liturgy of  the Word. Yet before moving 
forward, there remains one essential element worthy of  careful attention: the Prayers of  the 
Faithful, also called the Universal Prayer or the General Intercessions. The General Instruction of  the 
Roman Missal (GIRM) reminds us that these intercessions are not private devotions inserted into the liturgy, nor 
are they narrowly focused petitions for highly speci*c or personal causes. Rather, they are intentionally universal
and ecclesial in scope. The Church, gathered as the Body of  Christ, exercises her baptismal priesthood by 
interceding for the needs of  the world, the Church, civil authorities, those burdened by suffering, and the local 
community. Here the language of  prayer is profoundly instructive. The customary response, “Lord, hear our prayer”, 
is not accidental. It is theologically precise. Though composed of  many individuals, the assembly now prays as 
one corporate body. The prayer voiced is not a collection of  separate intentions, but a single act of  supplication 
offered by the Church united. The ancient axiom Lex orandi, lex credenda, “we believe what we pray, and we pray 
what we believe”, illuminates this reality. If  we truly understand ourselves as incorporated into Christ’s Body, then 
the response “Lord, hear our prayer” expresses that unity. The singular form re�ects the singular voice of  the 
Church. Were we merely a gathering of  individuals offering parallel petitions, the plural might suf*ce. But the 
liturgy forms something deeper: communion.

Having spoken and listened in the Liturgy of  the Word, and having exercised our common priesthood 
through intercession, the Mass now moves with deliberate continuity into the Liturgy of  the Eucharist, a 
movement often described as passing from the Table of  the Word to the Table of  the Eucharist, that is, the altar. At 
this moment, the altar is prepared. Each element placed upon it bears both practical and symbolic signi*cance. 
The corporal, *rst unfolded upon the altar, is a square white linen cloth. Its name derives from the Latin corpus, 
meaning “body.” Upon this cloth the sacred vessels rest, and upon it the Body and Blood of  the Lord will soon 
be present. Its use recalls the reverence due to the Eucharist and echoes the burial cloth of  Christ, subtly linking 
sacri*ce and resurrection. The chalices and patens are arranged, the puri�cators set in place, small linen cloths 
reserved for the careful cleansing of  the sacred vessels, and the Roman Missal is positioned. Nothing here is 
arbitrary; the Church’s ritual precision safeguards both meaning and belief.

During this preparation, the collection is taken. This, too, is frequently misunderstood. The collection is 
not an interruption, nor merely a pragmatic necessity. It is a genuine liturgical act. From the earliest centuries of  
Christianity, the faithful brought forward offerings for the support of  the Church, the sustenance of  the clergy, 
and the care of  the poor. The practice remains an expression of  stewardship, sacri*ce, and participation in the 
Church’s mission. In this action, material gifts symbolize something greater: the offering of  ourselves. The faithful 
do not simply *nance the Church’s work; they enact the spiritual truth that worship necessarily involves self-gift.

Then the gifts of  bread and wine are brought forward. These are not chosen at random. Bread, the fruit 
of  the earth and work of  human hands, sustains life. Wine, drawn from crushed grapes, evokes joy, covenant, and 
transformation. Together they represent creation offered back to the Creator, human labor united to divine grace, 
and ultimately the very lives of  those who present them. They symbolize us. Soon the priest turns to the assembly 
with words both familiar and profound: “Pray, brothers and sisters, that my sacri"ce and yours may be acceptable to God, the 
Almighty Father.” Here the Church’s theology of  the Eucharist is unmistakable. The sacri*ce is not exclusively the 
priest’s, nor is the priest a solitary actor performing a sacred rite on behalf  of  passive observers. The sacri*ce is 
one, yet shared: “my sacri"ce and yours.” By baptism, the faithful participate in Christ’s priesthood. Their lives, labors, 
sufferings, and prayers are spiritually placed upon the altar, united to Christ’s perfect offering. The ministerial 
priest acts in persona Christi capitis, in the person of  Christ the Head, but the entire Body is engaged in the sacri*cial 
act. The bread and wine thus carry layered meaning. They are gifts of  creation, signs of  human offering, and soon, 
by divine action, they will become the sacramental presence of  Christ Himself. What is placed upon the altar 
visibly represents what must occur interiorly: the surrender of  our lives to God. This is why the Eucharistic 
sacri*ce is never merely the priest’s action. It is the act of  Christ and His Church, Head and members inseparably 
united.

Here, then, we pause, at the edge of  the Eucharistic Prayer, where thanksgiving, consecration, and mystery 
converge. In our next re�ection, we will enter more deeply into that sacred center. Until then, let us approach the 
altar with renewed awareness, recognizing that the liturgy does not simply invite attendance, but transformation.
With gratitude for your faith and your willingness to grow together,
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Monday, March 9 Building Thursday, March 12 Building
Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM
9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga 9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga
10 AM- Of*ce of  Aging Planning Meeting Xavier-16 9:30 AM- Women’s Thursday Book Club Faber-3
10 AM- Lay Missionaries of  Charity 
Adoration Reservation Chapel 10 AM- ESOL Class 3 Xavier-15

11 AM- Lay Missionaries of  Charity Meeting Faber-3 10 AM- ESOL Class 4 Xavier-16
5:45 PM- AHG Troop Meeting Gonzaga 10 AM- ESOL Class 5 Xavier-11
6 PM- Cub Scout- Den Meeting Gonzaga 10:30 AM- Of*ce Volunteers Brunch McGivney Hall

6:30 PM- ESOL Class 2 Xavier-16 6 PM- Bell Choir Rehearsal Choir Room

6:30 PM- Shadow Station Rehearsals Christus Center 6:30 PM- Grief  Support Faber-5

6:30 PM- Ignatian Workout for Lent Faber-3 & 5 6:30 PM- ESOL Class 6 Xavier-16
6:30 PM- Youth Ministry Advisory Board 
Meeting

Gonzaga Conference 
Room 7 PM- Choir Rehearsal Choir Room

7 PM- Legion of  Mary Faber-6 7 PM- Stewardship Committee Meeting Xavier-13

7:30 PM- Small Group Bible Study Faber-3

Friday, March 13

Tuesday, March 10 Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 4:30 PM

Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM 9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga

9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga 10 AM- Exposition of  Blessed Sacrament Reservation Chapel

10 AM- ESOL Class 3 Xavier-15 5 PM- Lenten Fish Fry McGivney Hall

10 AM- ESOL Class 4 Xavier-16 6:15 PM- Evening Prayer & Benediction Reservation Chapel

10 AM- ESOL Class 5 Xavier-11 7 PM- Stations of  the Cross Sanctuary

4:45 PM- EC/Elementary Faith Formation Gonzaga 8 PM- Via Crucis Sanctuary 

6:30 PM- EC/Elementary Faith Formation Gonzaga
7 PM- Parent Survival Kit Series- in 
English Christus Center Saturday, March 14

Parish Of�ce Hours: 10 AM - 1 PM

Wednesday, March 11 8 AM- Knights of  Columbus Bible Study Xavier-16

Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM 9 AM- Filipino Ministry Basketball Sexton Hall Court

9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga 9 AM- SOS Station 4A Xavier-14

9:30 AM- Senior Friends General Meeting McGivney Hall 10 AM- La Bibila y los Sacramentos Xavier-12
10 AM- Abide in Me- Ignatian Prayer 
Program Faber-8 10:30 AM- Citizenship Classes Xavier- 11, 15, & 16
10 AM- No Greater Love: A Biblical Walk 
through Christ’s Passion Xavier-12 12:30 PM- Second Saturday Rosary for Life Reservation Chapel

11 AM- Craft Guild Xavier- Crafts 6:15 PM- St. Joseph Altar Celebration Christus Center

4:45 PM- EC/Elementary Faith Formation Gonzaga

6:30 PM- Adult Basic Spanish Class Xavier-11 Sunday, March 15

6:30 PM- ESOL Class 2 Xavier-16 Parish Of�ce Closed

6:45 PM- Adult Con*rmation Class Faber-5 Nursery at 10 AM & 5:15 PM Mass
7 PM- Knights of  Columbus Of*cer & 
Director Meeting Xavier-12 9:15 AM- Choir Warm Up Choir Room

7 PM- Becoming Catholic- Candidate Sessions Faber-8 12 PM- Spanish Choir Warm Up Choir Room
7 PM- Becoming Catholic- Catechumen 
Session Faber-6 1:30 PM- SOS Station 5A Xavier-14

7:30 PM- Life Teen Band Rehearsal Choir Room 4 PM- Life Teen Band Warm Up Choir Room

7:30 PM- Youth Con*rmation Class Gonzaga
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Sunday, Mar 08, 2026
Shower us with the water of  life
Today, catechumens experience the First Scrutiny, a ritual in which 
the whole church prays for them as they face squarely the power of  
evil and open themselves to Christ’s saving power. “Grant that 
these catechumens, who like the woman of  Samaria, thirst for 
living water, may turn to the Lord as they hear his word and 
acknowledge the sins and weaknesses that weigh them down.” We 
who are already baptized should feel ourselves in the catechumens’ 
shoes and allow ourselves to be prayed for: “Protect them from 
vain reliance on self, and defend them from the power of  Satan. 
Free them from the spirit of  deceit, so that, admitting the wrong 
they have done, they may attain purity of  heart and advance on the 
way to salvation.”

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT; FIRST SCRUTINY OF THE 
ELECT
Exodus 17:3-7; Romans 5:1-2, 5-8; John 4:5-42 (28). “If  you knew 
the gift of  God and who is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ you would 
have asked him and he would have given you living water.”

Monday, Mar 09, 2026
Tune out the noise
Often the people around us try to undermine our resolve to get 
physically and spiritually healthy. As we try to avoid addictive 
substances, *nd time for quiet contemplation, volunteer one night 
a week, or whatever we’ve committed to, others try to thwart us. 
Some loved ones may be worried that the measures we’re taking are 
too extreme; others may be suffering from the misery-loves-
company syndrome—they choose not to get healthy and don’t 
want to be on that path alone. Whatever the reason, we feel 
unappreciated and betrayed. But don’t let that distract you. Jesus 
knew that no prophet is accepted in his hometown, but that didn’t 
stop him from preaching in Nazareth.

LENTEN WEEKDAY
2 Kings 5:1-15ab; Luke 4:24-30 (237). “No prophet is accepted in his 
own native place.”

Tuesday, Mar 10, 2026
Reach deep for compassion
In a women’s concentration camp in Nazi Germany, a prayer was 
found scrawled on a piece of  wrapping paper. The anonymous 
writer commends to God “not only the men and women of  good 
will, but also those of  ill will. But do not remember all the 
suffering they have in�icted on us. Remember the fruits borne of  
this suffering: the loyalty, the humility, the courage, the generosity, 
the greatness of  heart which has grown out of  this. And when they 
come to judgment, let all the fruits which we have borne be their 
forgiveness.” May we cultivate such deep pockets of  compassion 
for those who injure us.

LENTEN WEEKDAY
Daniel 3:25, 34-43; Matthew 18:21-35 (238). “How often must I 
forgive him? As many as seven times?”

Wednesday, Mar 11, 2026
Put your relationships in order
Think of  all the relationships in your life: family, friends, neighbors, 
coworkers, and others. They don’t always go smoothly, but without 
them life would be pretty empty. Then think about God. God is a 
relationship, too: the Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The 
whole story of  scripture, the whole story of  the church, tells of  

God calling creation, especially people, into community and 
communion with one another and with God. "Love God, serve 
God; everything is in that," says Saint Clare of  Assisi. Put your 
relationship with God *rst, and all the others will fall into place.

LENTEN WEEKDAY
Deuteronomy 4:1, 5-9; Matthew 5:17-19 (239). “Whoever obeys and 
teaches these commandments will be called greatest in the Kingdom of  
heaven.”

Thursday, Mar 12, 2026
Check your freedom
Sometimes we don’t know what hit us. Power comes into our lives 
and takes our breath away. Was this mighty attraction we just felt a 
good thing or a bad thing? Was that charismatic speaker who cast a 
spell over us an evil genius or a saint? It all depends on which 
direction the demons are headed, according to Jesus. The spirit of  
holiness is a liberating power, and the spirit of  darkness one that 
constricts us. The freer you are to open your arms in love, the 
closer you are to God’s Holy Spirit. Take time to do a freedom 
check.

LENTEN WEEKDAY
Jeremiah 7:23-28; Luke 11:14-23 (240). “If  it is by the "nger of  
God that I drive out demons, then the Kingdom of  God has come upon 
you.”

Friday, Mar 13, 2026
Be a good neighbor
When Jesus is asked by a scribe to name the single most important 
Commandment, he answers by citing not one, but two 
Commandments: to love God and to love neighbor. The scribe 
agrees with the answer. All this might seem a bit odd to us—wasn’t 
Jesus supposed to pick just one Commandment? Perhaps the 
message here is that we can’t really separate these two 
Commandments from one another—they come as a unit. It is 
impossible to “love God with all your heart” if  you do not “love 
your neighbor as yourself,” and vice versa. God is in our 
neighbor—yes, even in the noisy one who plays loud music late at 
night. Do your best to live up to the greatest Commandment. Love 
God with all your heart—it’s the neighborly thing to do.

LENTEN WEEKDAY; DAY OF ABSTINENCE
Hosea 14:2-10; Mark 12:28-34 (241). “There is no other 
commandment greater than these."

Saturday, Mar 14, 2026
A worthy practice
Saint Margaret Mary Alacoque is best known for introducing the 
observance of  nine First Fridays in honor of  the Sacred Heart of  
Jesus. But she also had some wise words about how to put humility 
into practice: “Be humble towards God and gentle with your 
neighbor. Judge and accuse no one but yourself, and ever excuse 
others. Speak of  God always to praise and glorify him, speak of  
your neighbor only with respect—do not speak of  yourself  at all, 
either well or ill.” Her advice makes for a worthy Lenten practice: 
praise for God, respect for the neighbor, and keep blessedly silent 
about yourself!

LENTEN WEEKDAY
Hosea 6:1-6; Luke 18:9-14 (242). “The one who humbles himself  will 
be exalted.”
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The Art & Environment team
needs your help to prepare the
worship space for Holy Week!
Tuesday, March 31 at 10 AM
Wednesday, April 1 at 10 AM

Email art@silcc.org or
call (281) 290-4614.
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Ascención Amado
Director of Outreach
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See page 14

for details
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Queridos hermanos,
En nuestra continua re�exión sobre la Santa Misa, nos encontramos ahora en un momento 

crucial. Anteriormente, concluimos nuestra consideración de la Liturgia de la Palabra. Sin embargo, 
antes de avanzar, queda un elemento esencial que merece una cuidadosa atención: las Oraciones de los 
Fieles, también llamadas Oración Universal o Intercesiones Generales. La Instrucción General del Misal 
Romano (IGMR) nos recuerda que estas intercesiones no son devociones privadas insertadas en la 
liturgia, ni peticiones limitadas por causas muy especí*cas o personales. Más bien, son 
intencionalmente universales y de alcance eclesial. La Iglesia, reunida como Cuerpo de Cristo, 

ejerce su sacerdocio bautismal intercediendo por las necesidades del mundo, la Iglesia, las autoridades civiles, los que 
sufren y la comunidad local. En este contexto, el lenguaje de la oración es profundamente instructivo. La respuesta 
habitual, «Señor, escucha nuestra oración», no es casual. Es teológicamente precisa. Aunque compuesta por muchas personas, 
la asamblea ahora ora como un solo cuerpo. La oración expresada no es un conjunto de intenciones separadas, sino un 
único acto de súplica ofrecido por la Iglesia unida. El antiguo axioma «Lex orandi, lex credenda», «creemos lo que oramos y 
oramos lo que creemos», ilumina esta realidad. Si realmente nos entendemos como parte integrante del Cuerpo de Cristo, 
la respuesta «Señor, escucha nuestra oración» expresa esa unidad. La forma singular re�eja la voz singular de la Iglesia. Si 
fuéramos simplemente una reunión de individuos que ofrecen peticiones paralelas, el plural podría bastar. Pero la liturgia 
forma algo más profundo: la comunión espiritual.

Habiendo hablado y escuchado en la Liturgia de la Palabra, y haber ejercido nuestro sacerdocio común mediante 
la intercesión, la Misa se adentra ahora, con una continuidad deliberada, en la Liturgia de la Eucaristía, un movimiento 
que a menudo se describe como el paso de la Mesa de la Palabra a la Mesa de la Eucaristía, es decir, el altar. En este momento, 
se prepara el altar. Cada elemento colocado sobre él tiene un signi*cado práctico y simbólico. El corporal, que se 
despliega primero sobre el altar, es un mantel cuadrado de lino blanco. Su nombre deriva del latín corpus, que signi*ca 
«cuerpo». Sobre este mantel reposan los vasos sagrados, y sobre él pronto estarán presentes el Cuerpo y la Sangre del 
Señor. Su uso evoca la reverencia debida a la Eucaristía y evoca el sudario de Cristo, vinculando sutilmente el sacri*cio y 
la resurrección. Se disponen los cálices y las patenas, se colocan los puri�cadores, se reservan pequeños lienzos para la 
cuidadosa limpieza de los vasos sagrados y se coloca el Misal Romano. Nada es arbitrario; la precisión ritual de la Iglesia 
salvaguarda tanto el signi*cado como la fe.

Durante esta preparación, se realiza la colecta. Esto también se malinterpreta con frecuencia. La colecta no es una 
interrupción, ni una mera necesidad pragmática. Es un auténtico acto litúrgico. Desde los primeros siglos del 
cristianismo, los *eles aportaban ofrendas para el sostenimiento de la Iglesia, el sustento del clero y el cuidado de los 
pobres. Esta práctica sigue siendo una expresión de administración, sacri*cio y participación en la misión de la Iglesia. En 
esta acción, las donaciones materiales simbolizan algo mayor: la ofrenda de nosotros mismos. Los *eles no se limitan a 
*nanciar la obra de la Iglesia; representan la verdad espiritual de que el culto implica necesariamente la entrega de uno 
mismo.

Luego se presentan los dones del pan y el vino. Estos no son escogidos al azar. El pan, fruto de la tierra y del 
trabajo humano, sustenta la vida. El vino, extraído de la uva prensada, evoca alegría, alianza y transformación. Juntos 
representan la creación ofrecida al Creador, el trabajo humano unido a la gracia divina y, en última instancia, la vida misma 
de quienes los presentan. Nos simbolizan. Luego, el sacerdote se dirige a la asamblea con palabras familiares y profundas: 
«Oren, hermanos para que este sacri"cio mío y de ustedes sea agradable a Dios, Padre Todopoderoso». Aquí la teología eucarística de la 
Iglesia es inconfundible. El sacri*cio no es exclusivo del sacerdote, ni este es un actor solitario que realiza un rito sagrado 
en nombre de observadores pasivos. El sacri*cio es uno, pero compartido: «mi sacri"cio y el de ustedes». Por el bautismo, los 
*eles participan en el sacerdocio de Cristo. Sus vidas, trabajos, sufrimientos y oraciones se colocan espiritualmente sobre 
el altar, unidos a la ofrenda perfecta de Cristo. El sacerdote ministerial actúa in persona Christi capitis, en la persona de Cristo 
Cabeza, pero todo el Cuerpo participa en el acto sacri*cial. El pan y el vino, por lo tanto, tienen un signi*cado complejo. 
Son dones de la creación, signos de la ofrenda humana, y pronto, por acción divina, se convertirán en la presencia 
sacramental de Cristo mismo. Lo que se coloca sobre el altar representa visiblemente lo que debe ocurrir interiormente: 
la entrega de nuestras vidas a Dios. Por eso, el sacri*cio eucarístico nunca es simplemente la acción del sacerdote. Es el 
acto de Cristo y su Iglesia, Cabeza y miembros inseparablemente unidos.

Aquí, pues, nos detenemos, al *nal de la Plegaria Eucarística, donde convergen la acción de gracias, la 
consagración y el misterio. En nuestra próxima re�exión, nos adentraremos más en ese centro sagrado. Hasta entonces, 
acerquémonos al altar con renovada conciencia, reconociendo que la liturgia no solo invita a la asistencia, sino a la 
transformación.

Con gratitud por su fe y su disposición a crecer juntos,
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Domingo, Mar 08, 2026
Báñanos con el agua de la vida
Hoy, los catecúmenos participan en el Primer Escrutinio, un 
ritual en el que toda la Iglesia ora por ellos mientras se 
enfrentan al poder del mal y se abren al poder salvador de 
Cristo. “Concede, Señor, que estos catecúmenos, que como 
la mujer samaritana, tienen sed del agua viva, se conviertan 
a ti al escuchar tu Palabra y reconozcan los pecados y 
debilidades que los agobian”. Nosotros, que ya estamos 
bautizados, debemos ponernos en el lugar de los 
catecúmenos y permitir que se ore por nosotros: 
“Protégenos de la vana con*anza en nosotros mismos y 
de*éndenos del poder de Satanás. Líbranos del espíritu del 
engaño, para que, reconociendo nuestros errores, 
alcancemos la pureza de corazón y avancemos por el 
camino de la salvación”.

TERCER DOMINGO DE CUARESMA; PRIMER 
ESCRUTINIO DE LOS ELEGIDOS
Éxodo 17:3-7; Romanos 5:1-2, 5-8; Juan 4:5-42 (28). “Si 
conocieras el don de Dios y quién es el que te pide de beber, tú le 
pedirías a él, y él te daría agua viva”.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

Consider

Remembering

Your Parish in

Your Will

For further information, please call the parish o!ce.
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Angie Villanueva Agency
281-205-9077

8500 Cypresswood Dr., Ste. 102

Se Habla Espanol.

©2025 Diocesan View Our Parish Supporters at www.DiscoverMass.com18

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=54760512
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=54760221
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=54760824
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=54760225
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=54760525
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=54760625
http://myParishApp.com


K
L
E
IN

FU
NERAL

H

O
M
E
S

&
M
E

M
O R IA L

PA

R
K
SANNIVERSARY

CatholicCharities.org/Donate

Make sure she 
doesn’t go hungry.

Help our food
pantries feed

thousands of others!

DONATE OR VOLUNTEER!

The Businesses listed above make this bulletin possible.

Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week.  Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe

Please support them when you can.
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