
Join us for our Lenten Fish Fry on Fridays during Lent from 5–7 PM in McGivney 
Hall for delicious �sh plates, tasty sides, and fellowship with our parish community! 
See inside for more details. Pg 12
¡Acompáñenos a nuestro Fish Fry de Cuaresma los viernes de Cuaresma de 5–7 PM en el 
McGivney Hall para disfrutar de deliciosos platillos de pescado, ricos acompañamientos y un 
tiempo de convivencia en comunidad!Vea el interior para más detalles. Pg 16

March 1, 2026
2nd Sunday of Lent
(Segundo domingo de 
cuaresma)

7810 Cypresswood Dr. 
Spring, TX 77379
281-370-3401
www.silcc.org

Monday- Thursday 
(Lunes-Jueves): 9 AM-8:30 PM
Friday
(Viernes): 9 AM-4:30 PM
Saturday 
(Sábado): 10 AM-1 PM

See inside as Fr. Norbert talks 
about DSF and our Lenten Parish 
Mission.
Vea en el interior mientras el 
Padre Norbert habla sobre habla 
sobre DSF y nuestra Misión 
Parroquial de Cuaresma.
Pg. 4 & 15 (Español)
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,
In recent weeks we began a careful re�ection on the sacred structure of  the Mass. I 

look forward to returning to that series shortly, but before doing so, several important matters 
invite our shared attention as a parish family. Two weeks ago we inaugurated the 2026 
Diocesan Services Fund. Last week’s column was providentially replaced by the letter of  
Archbishop Vasquez, whose pastoral voice reminds us that we never live our faith in isolation. This year’s theme, 
“In the One, We are One,” expresses something essential about Catholic life. Our unity is rooted not in preference, 
personality, or convenience, but in Christ Himself. By Baptism we are incorporated into the One who binds us 
together — the Lord Jesus. We are not merely individuals who share beliefs; we are members of  His Body. The 
Diocesan Services Fund �ows from this reality. As missionary disciples, our faith must always expand beyond 
the boundaries of personal spirituality. The Archdiocese is not an abstraction. It is the concrete expression of 
the Church’s life in this region — forming seminarians, educating future priests and deacons, sustaining Catholic 
schools, supporting evangelization, caring for the poor, assisting struggling parishes, and providing pastoral 
ministries none of us could sustain independently. Participation in the DSF, therefore, is not an optional gesture 
of  generosity for a few, but an expression of  ecclesial responsibility for all. Every baptized Catholic shares in 
the Church’s mission. The question is not whether we are involved, but how consciously and faithfully we live 
that involvement. To contribute is to acknowledge that the Church’s work is also my work, that the Church’s 
mission is also my mission. When we give, we act as members of  one Body. We strengthen ministries we may 
never personally see, yet which remain essential to the life of  the Church. In this way, stewardship becomes an 
act of  faith — a concrete declaration that the Church’s vitality matters, that evangelization matters, that the 
formation of  future generations matters.

Within our parish family, we also pause with gratitude. On February 16th, Juan Velasquez concluded 
thirty years of  faithful service in our facilities and maintenance department. For three decades, Juan’s quiet 
dedication sustained the physical environment that shapes our worship and hospitality. In his farewell message, 
Juan wrote: “I leave with a heart full of  gratitude for the years we have shared… The experiences, challenges, 
accomplishments, and friendships built over these decades have meant more to me than words can fully 
express.” His words reveal the beauty of  Christian service. Much of  what makes parish life possible happens 
behind the scenes, often unnoticed yet indispensable. Clean spaces, prepared environments, and well-maintained 
facilities are not merely practical concerns. They create the conditions in which prayer and community �ourish. 
We give thanks for Juan’s reliability, generosity, and years of  labor. Please keep him in your prayers as he enters 
this new season of  life. Retirement is not simply an ending, but a transition into another way of  living God’s 
call.

As Lent approaches, the Church again invites us to widen our hearts through prayer, fasting, and 
almsgiving. In recent years our Lenten sacri>ces have supported communities of  signi>cant need, including our 
collaboration with the Catholic Extension Society in El Flaco, Texas. This year, our outreach turns toward the 
Catholic Diocese of  Little Rock, Arkansas. Though geographically near, the pastoral realities there differ greatly. 
It is a mission diocese marked by rural regions, widely scattered Catholic communities, limited resources, and 
parishes often serving vast territories. Many Catholics there live their faith with remarkable devotion amid 
challenges we may rarely encounter — fewer clergy, long distances, and economic hardship. Our almsgiving 
becomes a tangible expression of  solidarity with the wider Church. Last weekend you received a cardboard 
church or envelope, a humble reminder that even modest sacri>ces, united across a parish, become instruments 
of  grace. We are blessed that Father Jeff  Hebert, one of  our own parishioners, now serves in the Diocese of  
Little Rock. He will join us on Palm Sunday weekend to share how our prayers and sacri>ces will assist the 
Church where he ministers. This connection beautifully re�ects the unity we profess.

Finally, thank you for your prayers during my recent pilgrimage to the Holy Land. That land remains 
sacred yet deeply wounded. The overwhelming majority of  Christians there are Palestinian, and many endure 
profound hardship within present political realities. They need our prayers, awareness, and compassion. As we 
journey through Lent, may we remember our extended family in Arkansas, our brothers and sisters in the 
Patriarchate of  Jerusalem, and all who struggle to live the faith amid adversity. May this holy season deepen our 
baptismal identity, strengthen our unity, and renew our commitment to serve the Lord present in one another.
With gratitude for your faith and your willingness to grow together,
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Monday, March 2 Building Thursday, March 5
Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM
9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga 9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga
10 AM- Lay Missionaries of Charity
Adoration Reservation Chapel 9:30 AM- St. Joseph Altar Cookie Baking Christus Center
11 AM- Lay Missionaries of Charity
Meeting Faber-3 9:30 AM- Women’s Thursday Book Club Faber-3

6 PM- Cub Scout- Den Meeting Gonzaga 10 AM- ESOL Class 3 Xavier-15

6:30 PM- ESOL Class 2 Xavier-16 10 AM- ESOL Class 4 Xavier-16

6:30 PM- Ignatian Workout for Lent Faber-3 & 5 10 AM- ESOL Class 5 Xavier-11

7 PM- Legion of Mary Faber-6 10:30 AM- Walking with Moms & Dads Xavier- Nursery

7 PM- Wonder Faber-8 7 PM- Parent Survival Kit Series- en español Prince of Peace

7:30 PM- Small Group Bible Study Faber-3

Friday, March 6

Tuesday, March 3 Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 4:30 PM

Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM 9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga

9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga 10 AM- Exposition of Blessed Sacrament Reservation Chapel

9:30 AM- St. Joseph Altar Cookie Baking Christus Center 5 PM- Lenten Fish Fry McGivney Hall

10 AM- ESOL Class 3 Xavier-15 6:15 PM- Evening Prayer & Benediction Reservation Chapel

10 AM- ESOL Class 4 Xavier-16 7 PM- Stations of the Cross Sanctuary

10 AM- ESOL Class 5 Xavier-11 8 PM- Via Crucis Sanctuary

1 PM- Senior Friends Board Meeting Xavier-16

6:30 PM- Lenten Penance Service @ Prince of Peace Saturday, March 7

Parish Of�ce Hours: 10 AM - 1 PM

Wednesday, March 4 8 AM- Encuentro Cuaremal Ministerio Hispano McGivney Hall

Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM 8 AM- Knights of Columbus Bible Study Xavier-16

9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga 9 AM- Filipino Ministry Basketball Sexton Hall Court

10 AM- Craft Guild Xavier- Crafts 9 AM- SOS Mission In service for post mission Xavier-14
10 AM- Abide in Me- Ignatian Prayer
Program Faber-8 9 AM- ACTS W14 Pentecost Reunion Christus Center
10 AM- No Greater Love: A Biblical Walk
through Christ’s Passion Xavier-12 10:30 AM- Citizenship Classes Xavier- 11, 15, & 16

1 PM- Women’s Club Board Meeting Xavier-13
4:45 PM- EC/ Elementary Faith
Formation Gonzaga Sunday, March 8

6:30 PM- Adult Basic Spanish Class Xavier-11 Parish Of�ce Closed

6:30 PM- ESOL Class 2 Xavier-16 Nursery at 10 AM & 5:15 PM Mass

6:30 PM- St. Joseph Altar Meeting Xavier-12 Donut Social after 7:30 AM, 10 AM, & 12:30 PM
Masses Christus Center

6:45 PM- Adult Con>rmation Class Faber-5 9:15 AM- Choir Warm Up Choir Room

7:30 PM- Life Teen Band Rehearsal Choir Room 12 PM- Spanish Choir Warm Up Choir Room

7:30 PM- Youth Con>rmation Class Gonzaga 1:30 PM- SOS Mission Clinic & Team Leaders Xavier-15

3:30 PM- Middle School EDGE Faith Formation Gonzaga

3:30 PM- EC/ Elementary Faith Formation Gonzaga

4 PM- Life Teen Band Warm Up Choir Room
6:30 PM- High School Life Teen Faith Formation Gonzaga
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Sunday, Mar 01, 2026
The three-tent solution
Saint Peter’s idea at the Trans>guration charms us with its 
reasonableness. When blessed with the sturdy foundation of  the 
law of  Moses, the strong prophetic tradition of  Elĳah, and the 
kindly ministry of  Jesus, why not build an institution that 
encompasses all three? Peter’s plan wasn’t faulty, because the 
church does honor all these roads to truth in its scripture. But 
Peter’s architectural model envisioned these men as leaders of  
equal merit. God, the voice that speaks from the cloud, clearly 
differentiates between the three, calling Jesus alone “Beloved Son.” 
The paths of  law and prophecy both lead at last to Jesus.

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
Genesis 12:1-4a; 2 Timothy 1:8b-10; Matthew 17:1-9 (25). “If  you 
wish, I will make three tents here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for 
Elĳah.”

Monday, Mar 02, 2026
This, too, is almsgiving
The word alms literally means mercy, so we might think of  our 
charitable giving as mercy in action. We give relief  to the poor 
without conditions: Not because they have earned it, but simply 
because they need it and we have it. As Dorothy Day used to say, 
we cannot discriminate between the “deserving” and 
“undeserving” poor. In the same way, we are called upon to forgive 
those who cause offense or injury to us. We don’t forgive others 
because they have made themselves worthy of  forgiveness, but 
simply because they need it. And once again, we are the ones who 
“have” forgiveness to give, because we have been shown mercy 
>rst by the God of  mercy.

LENTEN WEEKDAY
Daniel 9:4b-10; Luke 6:36-38 (230). “Forgive and you will be 
forgiven.”

Tuesday, Mar 03, 2026
You’ve got this!
It’s not hard when you’re a parent to in�ict authority on your 
children—and it can be the same with bosses, principals, pastors, 
and others in leadership roles. We don’t mean to do it; it just sort 
of  happens. It’s the model for “being in charge” that we inherited. 
The problem is that it doesn’t seem to work. What if  we turned it 
around and served the goodness that is already in our kids and 
others entrusted to our care? Praise for the good things people do 
is a more powerful tool than criticism. “Kind words can be short 
and easy to speak,” says Saint Mother Teresa, “but their echoes are 
truly endless.” A good discipline for Lent might be to lay off  the 
tsking and scolding and concentrate on encouragement.

LENTEN WEEKDAY
Isaiah 1:10, 16-20; Matthew 23:1-12 (231). “The greatest among you 
must be your servant.”

Wednesday, Mar 04, 2026
The lowly path to greatness
The mother of  the apostles James and John doted on her sons and 
demanded the best for them, the way most parents would. Yet she 
soon learns that sharing the glory of  Jesus means sharing his 
sacri>ce as well. We are not to “be served but to serve,” Jesus tells 
his disciples; not to grab for the brass ring but for the polishing 
cloth of  a slave. Service and humility pave the path to greatness. 
“For leadership there is only one road: service,” says Pope Francis, 

“There is no other way.” A lesson we’d do well to remember and to 
pass along to the next generation.

LENTEN WEEKDAY
Jeremiah 18:18-20; Matthew 20:17-28 (232). "Command that these 
two sons of  mine sit, one at your right and the other at your left, in your 
kingdom."

Thursday, Mar 05, 2026
Do more with less
Common Lenten practices include donations to the poor (which 
coincides nicely with spring cleaning) or service to those in need. 
In either case, if  you’re debating on what to give away or just what 
you should do, consider this compelling insight from Saint Basil 
the Great: “The bread which you do not use is the bread of  the 
hungry; the garment hanging in your wardrobe is the garment of  
the naked; the shoes which you do not wear are the shoes of  one 
who is barefoot; the money that you keep locked away and do not 
need is the money of  the poor; the acts of  charity that you do not 
perform are so many injustices that you commit.” Time to clean 
out those closets.

LENTEN WEEKDAY
Jeremiah 17:5-10; Luke 16:19-31 (233). “There was a rich man …. 
lying at his door was a poor man named Lazarus.”

Friday, Mar 06, 2026
Get the message
Many times in scripture we hear of  messengers being mistreated—
beaten and killed or, in the case of  Joseph, sold into slavery by his 
brothers. What is it about messengers that we are afraid of? It’s 
true that sometimes the message they carry is painful—at >rst. Yet 
the truth always has the potential to set us free. As these readings 
reveal, all types of  people can be messengers. This Lent, be aware 
of  the many messengers you encounter in the course of  a day. Can 
you be open to their message, no matter how uncomfortable 
initially? Remember the words of  Nelson Mandela: “The brave 
man is not he who does not feel afraid, but he who conquers that 
fear.”

LENTEN WEEKDAY; DAY OF ABSTINENCE
Genesis 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a; Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46 (234). 
“The Kingdom of  God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people that will produce its fruit."

Saturday, Mar 07, 2026
Don’t answer pain with pain
One of  the hardest things our faith asks us to do is forgive others, 
especially when they have really hurt us. Shouldn’t I be angry, hold 
a grudge, and maybe even retaliate? Isn’t that what the person who 
hurt me deserves? Isn’t that what our current culture promotes? 
But Jesus calls us to love our enemies, to pray for those who 
persecute us. He’s not asking us to be doormats, but he is asking us 
to stop the spiral of  damage one hurt can cause when we return 
pain for pain. Why? Because God forgives us. How can we refuse 
to let go of  a hurt when God has let go of  so many hurtful things 
we have done? Forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us, we pray.

LENTEN WEEKDAY
Micah 7:14-15, 18-20; Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 (235). “The Lord is 
kind and merciful.”
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Ascención Amado
Director of Outreach
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See page 14

for details
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Queridos hermanos,
En las últimas semanas, iniciamos una cuidadosa re�exión sobre la estructura sagrada de la 

Misa. Espero retomar esta serie en breve, pero antes de hacerlo, varios asuntos importantes 
requieren nuestra atención conjunta como familia parroquial. Hace dos semanas inauguramos el 
Fondo de Servicios Diocesanos 2026. La columna de la semana pasada fue providencialmente 
reemplazada por la carta del Arzobispo Vásquez, cuya voz pastoral nos recuerda que nunca vivimos 
nuestra fe de forma aislada. El tema de este año, "En el Uno, Somos Uno", expresa algo esencial de 

la vida católica. Nuestra unidad no se basa en preferencias, personalidades ni conveniencias, sino en Cristo mismo. Por 
el Bautismo nos incorporamos a Aquel que nos une: el Señor Jesús. No somos simplemente individuos que comparten 
creencias; somos miembros de su Cuerpo. El Fondo de Servicios Diocesanos surge de esta realidad. Como discípulos 
misioneros, nuestra fe siempre debe expandirse más allá de los límites de la espiritualidad personal. La Arquidiócesis no 
es una formación de ideas generales o conceptos. Es la expresión concreta de la vida de la Iglesia en esta región: la 
formación de seminaristas, la educación de futuros sacerdotes y diáconos, el sostenimiento de las escuelas católicas, el 
apoyo a la evangelización, el cuidado de los pobres, la asistencia a las parroquias en di>cultades y la provisión de 
ministerios pastorales que ninguno de nosotros podría sostener de forma independiente. Por lo tanto, la participación en 
el DSF no es un gesto opcional de generosidad para unos pocos, sino una expresión de responsabilidad eclesial para 
todos. Todo católico bautizado comparte la misión de la Iglesia. La cuestión no es si participamos, sino cuán consciente 
y >elmente vivimos esa participación. Contribuir es reconocer que la obra de la Iglesia es también mi obra, que la misión 
de la Iglesia es también mi misión. Al dar, actuamos como miembros de un solo Cuerpo. Fortalecemos ministerios que 
quizá nunca veamos personalmente, pero que siguen siendo esenciales para la vida de la Iglesia. De esta manera, la 
administración se convierte en un acto de fe: una declaración concreta de que la vitalidad de la Iglesia si importa, que la 
evangelización si importa y que la formación de las futuras generaciones si importa.

Dentro de nuestra familia parroquial, también hacemos una pausa con gratitud. El 16 de febrero, Juan Velásquez 
cumplió treinta años de >el servicio en nuestro departamento de instalaciones y mantenimiento. Durante tres décadas, 
su discreta dedicación sostuvo el ambiente físico que de>ne nuestro culto y hospitalidad. En su mensaje de despedida, 
Juan escribió: «Me voy con el corazón lleno de gratitud por los años que hemos compartido... Las experiencias, los 
desafíos, los logros y las amistades forjadas durante estas décadas han signi>cado para mí, más de lo que las palabras 
pueden expresar». Sus palabras revelan la belleza del servicio cristiano. Gran parte de lo que hace posible la vida 
parroquial ocurre detrás de escena, a menudo de forma inadvertida, pero indispensable. Espacios limpios, entornos 
preparados e instalaciones bien mantenidas no son meras preocupaciones prácticas. Crean las condiciones para que la 
oración y la comunidad prosperen. Damos gracias por la con>abilidad, la generosidad y los años de trabajo de Juan. Por 
favor, ténganlo presente en sus oraciones al comenzar esta nueva etapa de su vida. La jubilación no es simplemente un 
>nal, sino una transición hacia otra forma de vivir el llamado de Dios.

Al acercarse la Cuaresma, la Iglesia nos invita nuevamente a ensanchar nuestros corazones mediante la oración, 
el ayuno y la limosna. En los últimos años, nuestros sacri>cios cuaresmales han apoyado a comunidades con grandes 
necesidades, incluyendo nuestra colaboración con la Sociedad de Extensión Católica en El Flaco, Texas. Este año, 
nuestro alcance se centra en la Diócesis Católica de Little Rock, Arkansas. Aunque geográ>camente cercana, las 
realidades pastorales allí di>eren considerablemente. Es una diócesis misionera caracterizada por regiones rurales, 
comunidades católicas muy dispersas, recursos limitados y parroquias que a menudo atienden extensos territorios. 
Muchos católicos allí viven su fe con notable devoción en medio de desafíos que rara vez enfrentamos: menos clero, 
largas distancias y di>cultades económicas. Nuestra limosna se convierte en una expresión tangible de solidaridad con la 
Iglesia en general. El >n de semana pasado recibieron la pequeña iglesia de cartón, un humilde recordatorio de que 
incluso los sacri>cios más modestos, unidos en toda la parroquia, se convierten en instrumentos de gracia. Tenemos la 
bendición de que el Padre Jeff  Hebert, uno de nuestros feligreses, ahora sirva en la Diócesis de Little Rock. Nos 
acompañará el >n de semana del Domingo de Ramos para compartir cómo nuestras oraciones y sacri>cios ayudarán a la 
Iglesia donde él ministra. Esta conexión re�eja hermosamente la unidad que profesamos.

Finalmente, gracias por sus oraciones durante mi reciente peregrinación a Tierra Santa. Esa tierra sigue siendo 
sagrada, pero profundamente herida. La gran mayoría de los cristianos allí son palestinos, y muchos sufren profundas 
di>cultades en la realidad política actual. Necesitan nuestras oraciones, nuestra consciencia y nuestra compasión. A 
medida que avanzamos a través de la Cuaresma, recordemos a nuestra extensa familia en Arkansas, a nuestros hermanos 
y hermanas del Patriarcado de Jerusalén y a todos los que luchan por vivir la fe en medio de la adversidad. Que este 
tiempo santo profundice nuestra identidad bautismal, fortalezca nuestra unidad y renueve nuestro compromiso de servir 
al Señor presente en cada uno de nosotros.

Con gratitud por su fe y su disposición a crecer juntos,
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Domingo, Mar 01, 2026
La solución de las tres tiendas
La idea de San Pedro en la Trans>guración nos cautiva 
por su sensatez. Siendo bendecidos con el sólido 
fundamento de la ley de Moisés, la fuerte tradición 
profética de Elías y el bondadoso ministerio de Jesús, 
¿por qué no construir una institución que abarque las 
tres? El plan de Pedro no era erróneo, pues la Iglesia 
honra todos estos caminos hacia la verdad en sus 
Escrituras. Pero el modelo arquitectónico de Pedro 
concebía a estos hombres como líderes de igual mérito. 
Dios, la voz que habla desde la nube, diferencia 
claramente entre los tres, llamando solo a Jesús "Hĳo 
amado". Los caminos de la ley y la profecía conducen 
>nalmente a Jesús.

SEGUNDO DOMINGO DE CUARESMA
Génesis 12:1-4a; 2 Timoteo 1:8b-10; Mateo 17:1-9 (25). 
“Si quieres, haremos aquí tres chozas, una para ti, otra 
para Moisés y otra para Elías”.
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Your Will

For further information, please call the parish o!ce.
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Angie Villanueva Agency
281-205-9077

8500 Cypresswood Dr., Ste. 102

Se Habla Espanol.
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CatholicCharities.org/Donate

Make sure she 
doesn’t go hungry.

Help our food
pantries feed

thousands of others!

DONATE OR VOLUNTEER!

The Businesses listed above make this bulletin possible.

Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week.  Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe

Please support them when you can.
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