
Mardi Gras is almost here! We’re looking for volunteers to help make this 
event a success. See page 13 for more details.
¡Mardi Gras está a la vuelta de la esquina! Estamos buscando voluntarios 
para ayudar a que este evento sea un éxito. Consulte la página 16 para más 
detalles.

January 25, 2026
3rd Sunday in Ordinary 
Time (Tercer Domingo en 
Tiempo Ordinario)

7810 Cypresswood Dr. 
Spring, TX 77379
281-370-3401
www.silcc.org

Monday- Thursday 
(Lunes-Jueves): 9 AM-8:30 PM
Friday
(Viernes): 9 AM-4:30 PM
Saturday 
(Sábado): 10 AM-1 PM

See inside as Fr. Norbert talks 
about safety concerns on 
campus.
Vea el interior donde el Padre 
Norbert habla sobre las 
preocupaciones de seguridad en 
el campus.
Pg. 4 & 15 (Español)
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,
As we continue our journey through Ordinary Time, I again remind you of the purpose 

of this series of pastoral letters. Ordinary Time is our season of taking stock—of examining 
who we are as a parish community, how we function, and how we faithfully steward all that 
God has entrusted to us. Last week, we re$ected on the governance of parish &nances and the 
&duciary responsibility we share in safeguarding every contribution given for the mission of the Church. This 
week, I would like to turn our attention to another critical dimension of parish life: providing and maintaining a 
safe and secure environment for every parishioner, ministry, and visitor who steps onto our campus.

As with any large family, the life of a parish requires structure, guidelines, and consistent procedures. 
Within our community, one of the key areas where these procedures are most evident is the reservation and use 
of parish facilities. We are blessed with numerous active ministries and organizations, each seeking to ful&ll the 
mission of forming disciples and building up the Body of Christ. Because of this vibrant activity, we operate a 
structured room reservation system that allows ministries to request and book space on campus. Most of the time, 
we can accommodate preferences, especially when a group requests a consistent room for its meetings. 
However, depending on the nature of the space and the competing needs of other groups, we cannot always 
guarantee the same room every time. What is essential is that the space is properly reserved in advance. 
Occasionally, individuals or groups come to the o/ce seeking a room “on demand.” As understandable as that 
desire may be, it is extremely di/cult to manage. Our reservation system does more than assign space; it 
programs the opening and locking of exterior doors and controls the AC and heating for the scheduled meeting. 
While we could simply hand out a key, doing so would not activate the HVAC system nor the timed door access, 
meaning doors remain locked and the room may be uncomfortable or inaccessible for participants.

More importantly, such circumvention of the established process compromises the safety we are 
responsible for providing. Our doors are programmed to unlock thirty minutes before a scheduled meeting and 
to re-lock &fteen minutes after the start time—providing a forty-&ve-minute window for arrival. Unfortunately, 
we frequently &nd that individuals prop open an exterior door with rocks or small objects to allow latecomers to 
enter. While the intention may be innocent, the result is not. A propped-open door disables all security protocols 
and exposes the entire building—and the people inside—to risk. Anyone, whether well-intentioned or not, can 
walk inside. And depending on how far the door is wedged open, the risk is not limited to people. Being situated 
near a bayou, we regularly see raccoons, opossums, feral cats, and even snakes crossing our property. These 
“creatures of God,” while harmless in their natural habitat, do not belong wandering our halls or startling a 
ministry meeting. To illustrate the seriousness of these issues, I o6er an incident I encountered a while ago. One 
evening, I came across a group of people in McGivney Hall who were practicing dance routines. When I asked 
who they were and how they gained access, they admitted that one person had entered earlier when the building 
was legitimately open for a scheduled ministry. That individual then blocked an exterior door with a rock and 
returned later with others to practice. This might seem harmless fun, but in reality, it was a breach of our safety 
protocols, a misuse of parish facilities, and a situation that could have resulted in property damage or personal 
harm. Another dimension of maintaining a safe campus is knowing who is in our buildings at all times. Some 
ministries have requested their own key so they can come and go freely. Again, such an arrangement is not 
possible. If the building is not reserved, the alarm system is engaged. Any unscheduled entry triggers police 
response and a &ne for false alarms. Beyond that, unmonitored access poses risks to our children, youth, and 
vulnerable parishioners who deserve the highest level of protection we can provide.

As I wrote last week, rules and guidelines exist for the good of all. Our neighborhood is not what it was 
twenty years ago. Equipment can be stolen. Buildings can be accessed by individuals who do not belong here. 
The consequences can be serious and costly. Our procedures are not inconveniences; they are safeguards. I ask 
all parishioners and ministry leaders to join me in maintaining a culture of safety. Please reserve rooms properly. 
Please respect the door schedule. Please refrain from propping open doors. Please understand that these 
measures protect not only property but people—our families, our children, our seniors, our volunteers, and our 
sta6. Together, with patience, charity, and shared responsibility, we can ensure that St. Ignatius of Loyola Parish 
remains a safe, welcoming, and well-ordered community of faith. Let us safeguard one another, as Christ 
commands, and remain “a people for others” in every aspect of our parish life.
With prayers for the peace only our Lord can give,
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Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM
9 AM - 5 PMGarage Sale Drop Off Day Christus Center 9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga
9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga 9 AM - 5 PM Garage Sale Open to Public Christus Center
10 AM- Lay Missionaries of Charity
Adoration Reservation Chapel 9:30 AM- Women’s Thursday Book Club Faber-3
11 AM- Lay Missionaries of Charity
Meeting Faber-3 10 AM- ESOL Class 3 Xavier-15
5:45 PM- AHG Troop Meeting Gonzaga 10 AM- ESOL Class 4 Xavier-16
6 PM- Cub Scouts- Pack Meeting Gonzaga 10 AM- ESOL Class 5 Xavier-11
6:30 PM- ACTS W14 McGivney Hall 6 PM- Bell Choir Rehearsal Choir Room
6:30 PM- ESOL Class 1 Xavier-11 6:30 PM- ESOL Class 6 Xavier-16
6:30 PM- ESOL Class 2 Xavier-16 6:30 PM- Grief Support Faber-5
7 PM- Legion of Mary Faber-6 6:45 PM- ACTS Core Team Xavier-14
7:30 PM- Small Group Bible Study Faber-3 7 PM- Choir Rehearsal Choir Room

Tuesday, January 27 Friday, January 30
Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 4:30 PM
9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga 9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga
10 AM- ESOL Class 3 Xavier-15 9 AM - 5 PM Garage Sale Open to Public Christus Center
10 AM- ESOL Class 4 Xavier-16
10 AM- ESOL Class 5 Xavier-11 Saturday, January 31
4:45 PM- EC/ Elementary Faith
Formation Gonzaga Parish Of�ce Hours: 10 AM - 1 PM
6 PM- Mixtape Edge Upper Room 8 AM- Knights of Columbus Bible Study Xavier-16
6 PM- Children’s Choir Rehearsal Choir Room 8:15 AM- Sponsor Retreat for Con;rmation Upper Room
6 PM- AA Meeting Faber-5 9 AM - 3 PM Garage Sale Open to Public Christus Center
6 PM- In Verbo High School Bible Study Gonzaga 9 AM- Filipino Ministry Basketball Sexton Hall BB Court
6:30 PM- ESOL Class 6 Xavier-16 5 PM- Phoenix District Recognition Dinner Sexton Hall
6:30 PM- EC/ Elementary Faith
Formation Gonzaga
7 PM- Spanish Choir Rehearsal Choir Room Sunday, February 1
1 PM- Becoming Catholic- Inquiry Faber-3 Parish Of�ce Closed
7 PM- Finance Council Sexton Hall Nursery at 10 AM & 5:15 PM Mass Christus Center

Nursery
7 PM- Becoming Catholic- Candidate
Session Faber-8 9 AM - 5 PM Garage Sale Drop Off Day Christus Center
7 PM- Becoming Catholic- Catechumen
Session Faber-6 9:15 AM- Choir Warm Up Choir Room

12 PM- Spanish Choir Warm Up Choir Room
12:30 PM- St. Joseph Dough Making Christus Center

Kitchen
Wednesday, January 28 3:30 PM- Middle School- Edge Formation Gonzaga
Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM 3:30 PM- EC/ Elementary Faith Formation Gonzaga
9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga 4 PM- Life Teen Band Warm Up Choir Room
9:30 AM- Life Everlasting- Adult Study
Group Xavier-12 6:30 PM- Life Teen- High School Formation Gonzaga
10 AM- Abide in Me- Ignatian Prayer
Program Faber-8 6:30 PM- Life Teen- High School Formation Gonzaga
1-7 PM Garage Sale Presale Ticketed
Event Christus Center
4:45 PM- EC/ Elementary Faith
Formation Gonzaga
6 PM- OCIA Formation Team Faber-5
6:30 PM- ESOL Class 1 Xavier-11
6:30 PM- ESOL Class 2 Xavier-16
7:30 PM- Youth Con;rmation Sacrament
Class Gonzaga
7:30 PM- Life Teen Band Rehearsal Choir Room
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Sunday, Jan 25, 2026
Lace up your walking shoes
Do you feel different this year? What insights have you gained 
over the past 12 months? In what ways have you changed? What 
areas in your life need your attention? You may feel like resting 
for a while. But remember, you can’t stand in one place 
inde;nitely and be a disciple of  Jesus. Christianity requires 
transformation and conversion, and these changes can take a 
lifetime. Invest in the resources (people, periodicals, books, and 
worship) that will serve as your walking shoes on your never-
ending spiritual journey.

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Isaiah 8:23—9:3; 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17; Matthew 4:12-23 
(67). “Immediately they left their boat and their father and followed 
him.”

Monday, Jan 26, 2026
Truth be told
“What is truth?” Pontius Pilate asked at Jesus’ trial. His question 
showed how little he understood of  Jesus’ claim that “Everyone 
who belongs to the truth listens to my voice” (John 18:37). 
Today, people sometimes go to the opposite extreme and are a 
little too quick to call something, particularly their own ideas, the 
Truth. However, most of  us recognize that truth has to do with 
something or someone we can trust and rely on. For Christians, 
God is the one who is utterly trustworthy. How do we know 
this? One place to look is scripture and the truth revealed there. 
Listen to God’s word and learn it well, and you will “belong to 
the truth.”

2 Timothy 1:1-8 or Titus 1:1-5; Mark 3:22-30 (520/317). “Bear 
your share of  hardship for the Gospel with the strength that comes 
from God.”

Tuesday, Jan 27, 2026
Think differently
Jesus continually challenged his followers (and us) to think 
beyond rigid de;nitions and long-established rules. Angela 
Merici (1470-1540), founder of  the Order of  St. Ursula, was one 
who accepted this challenge. At a time when women were either 
supposed to marry or enter a convent, Angela understood that 
single women could live with their families, immerse themselves 
in their community, and evangelize through their good works. 
She considered the women who joined her mission her 
“daughters,” and thus expanded, as Jesus calls us to do, our 
perception of  family. In what ways do your perceptions restrict 
you? Be open to new ways of  thinking, as Jesus and Saint 
Angela were.

MEMORIAL OF ANGELA MERICI
2 Samuel 6:12b-15, 17-19; Mark 3:31-35 (318). "Whoever does 
the will of  God is my brother and sister and mother."

Wednesday, Jan 28, 2026
Put your mind to it
The formidable thinking and writings of  Saint Thomas Aquinas, 
Dominican theologian and doctor of  the church, are still studied 
today, not only by Christian scholars but by secular philosophers 
as well. While Aquinas did refer to his massive and 
un;nished Summa Theologiae as “so much straw” when 

compared with what he came to discover in his relationship with 
Christ, he is nonetheless an important model for us today on the 
seemingly lost art of  clear and logical thinking. We can also 
show Thomas respect by exploring the richness found in other 
philosophies and beliefs and seek to include rather than exclude, 
to understand more than proselytize.

MEMORIAL OF THOMAS AQUINAS, PRIEST, 
DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
2 Samuel 7:4-17; Mark 4:1-20 (319). “Those present along with 
the Twelve questioned him about the parables.”

Thursday, Jan 29, 2026
Save space for learning
Read just about any string of  online “comments”—chances are 
if  you’re a thoughtful person you won’t be able to get far—and 
you’ll quickly realize that many people don’t think much about 
what they say. In most virtual spaces, expressing opinions and 
feelings, no matter how shallow, uninformed, and irrelevant to 
the topic, is everything. So please note: Carelessness doesn’t Ly 
when it comes to the gospel. Jesus wants his disciples to take 
time to learn and ponder and explore his message before they 
start sharing it. As Saint Jerome bluntly put it: “Ignorance of  
Scripture is ignorance of  Christ!” So do your spiritual 
homework, and after that remember to be kind.

2 Samuel 7:18-19, 24-29; Mark 4:21-25 (320). “The measure 
with which you measure will be measured out to you.”

Friday, Jan 30, 2026
Put some mustard on it
The tiny mustard seed adds Lavor not only to many foods but 
also to a number of  religious traditions. Jesus used the gospel 
parable of  the mustard seed as a model for the reign of  God. To 
teach humility, Jewish texts compared the knowable universe to 
the size of  a mustard seed. And the Quran states that no soul 
will suffer the least injustice on the Day of  Judgment because 
even the equivalent of  a mustard seed will be accounted for on 
God’s scales of  justice. Whenever you doubt that your small 
efforts will make a difference, remember the quiet power of  that 
tiny seed.

2 Samuel 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17; Mark 4:26-34 (321). “To what 
shall we compare the Kingdom of  God …? It is like a mustard 
seed.”

Saturday, Jan 31, 2026
Discover your calling
When we hear the word vocation, many of  us think of  ordained 
ministry or vowed religious life. Yet each of  us has a unique 
calling that, if  discerned and embraced, would make the best use 
of  our gifts and talents. When we haven’t taken time to discover 
that call, our lives can feel less signi;cant or effective than they 
were meant to be. In honor of  Saint John Bosco (1815-88), a 
pioneer in vocational training, take some time to ask yourself, 
“Who am I called to be?” A thoughtful book, such as A Sacred 
Voice Is Calling by John Neafsey, or a heartfelt conversation 
with a wise friend can help your process of  discernment.

MEMORIAL OF JOHN BOSCO, PRIEST
2 Samuel 12:1-7a, 10-17; Mark 4:35-41 (322). “Who then is this 
whom even wind and sea obey?”
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Ascención Amado
Director of Outreach
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See page 14

for details
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Queridos hermanos,
 Al continuar nuestra jornada durante el Tiempo Ordinario, les recuerdo nuevamente el propósito 
de esta serie de cartas pastorales. El Tiempo Ordinario es un tiempo para reLexionar, para examinar 
quiénes somos como comunidad parroquial, cómo funcionamos y cómo administramos ;elmente 
todo lo que Dios nos ha con;ado. La semana pasada, reLexionamos sobre la administración de las 
;nanzas parroquiales y la responsabilidad ;duciaria que compartimos al salvaguardar cada 
contribución destinada a la misión de la Iglesia. Esta semana, me gustaría centrar nuestra atención en 
otra dimensión fundamental de la vida parroquial: proporcionar y mantener un entorno seguro para 

cada feligrés, ministerio y visitante que llega a nuestras instalaciones.
 Como en cualquier familia numerosa, la vida parroquial requiere estructura, normas y procedimientos consistentes. 
Dentro de nuestra comunidad, una de las áreas clave donde estos procedimientos son más evidentes es la reserva y el uso 
de las instalaciones parroquiales. Contamos con numerosos ministerios y organizaciones activas, cada una dedicada a 
cumplir la misión de formar discípulos y edi;car el Cuerpo de Cristo. Gracias a esta intensa actividad, contamos con un 
sistema estructurado de reserva de salas que permite a los ministerios solicitar y reservar espacios en el recinto parroquial. 
La mayoría de las veces, podemos satisfacer las preferencias, especialmente cuando un grupo solicita una sala ;ja para sus 
reuniones. Sin embargo, dependiendo de las características del espacio y de las necesidades de otros grupos, no siempre 
podemos garantizar la misma sala. Lo fundamental es que el espacio se reserve con la debida anticipación. En ocasiones, 
algunas personas o grupos acuden a la o;cina solicitando una sala de forma improvisada. Si bien este deseo es 
comprensible, resulta extremadamente difícil de gestionar. Nuestro sistema de reservas no solo asigna espacios; también 
programa la apertura y el cierre de las puertas exteriores y controla el aire acondicionado y la calefacción para la reunión 
programada. Si bien podríamos simplemente entregar una llave, esto no activaría el sistema de climatización ni el acceso 
programado a las puertas, lo que signi;ca que las puertas permanecerían cerradas y la sala podría resultar incómoda o 
inaccesible para los participantes.
 Más importante aún, este incumplimiento del procedimiento establecido compromete la seguridad que tenemos la 
responsabilidad de garantizar. Nuestras puertas están programadas para desbloquearse treinta minutos antes de una 
reunión programada y para volver a cerrarse quince minutos después de la hora de inicio, lo que proporciona un margen 
de cuarenta y cinco minutos para la llegada. Desafortunadamente, con frecuencia encontramos que algunas personas 
mantienen abiertas las puertas exteriores con piedras u objetos pequeños para permitir la entrada de quienes llegan tarde. 
Si bien la intención puede ser inocente, el resultado no lo es. Una puerta abierta de esta manera desactiva todos los 
protocolos de seguridad y expone a todo el edi;cio, y a las personas que se encuentran dentro, a un riesgo. Cualquiera, con 
buenas o malas intenciones, puede entrar. Y dependiendo de qué tan abierta esté la puerta, el riesgo no se limita solo a las 
personas. Al estar ubicados cerca de un pantano, vemos regularmente mapaches, zarigüeyas/comadrejas o faras, gatos 
salvajes e incluso serpientes cruzando nuestra propiedad. Estas criaturas, si bien son inofensivas en su ambiente natural, no 
deben deambular por nuestros pasillos ni interrumpir una reunión. Para ilustrar la gravedad de estos problemas, les cuento 
un incidente que presencié hace un tiempo. Una noche, me encontré con un grupo de personas en el Salón McGivney que 
estaban ensayando rutinas de baile. Cuando pregunté quiénes eran y cómo habían accedido al edi;cio, admitieron que una 
persona había entrado antes, cuando el edi;cio estaba abierto legítimamente para una actividad parroquial programada. Esa 
persona bloqueó una puerta exterior con una piedra y regresó más tarde con otros para ensayar. Esto podría parecer una 
travesura inofensiva, pero en realidad, fue una violación de nuestros protocolos de seguridad, un uso indebido de las 
instalaciones parroquiales y una situación que podría haber provocado daños a la propiedad o lesiones personales. Otro 
aspecto fundamental para mantener un entorno seguro es saber quién se encuentra en nuestros edi;cios en todo momento. 
Algunos grupos parroquiales han solicitado tener su propia llave para poder entrar y salir libremente. Sin embargo, esto no 
es posible. Si el edi;cio no está reservado, el sistema de alarma está activado. Cualquier entrada no autorizada activa la 
alarma y conlleva una multa por falsa alarma. Además, el acceso sin supervisión representa un riesgo para nuestros niños, 
jóvenes y feligreses vulnerables, quienes merecen la máxima protección que podamos brindarles.
 Como escribí la semana pasada, las normas y directrices existen para el bien de todos. Nuestro vecindario no es el 
mismo que hace veinte años. Los equipos pueden ser robados. Personas ajenas a la parroquia pueden acceder a los edi;cios. 
Las consecuencias pueden ser graves y costosas. Nuestros procedimientos no son inconvenientes; son medidas de 
seguridad. Les pido a todos los feligreses y líderes de ministerios que se unan a mí para mantener una cultura de seguridad. 
Por favor, reserven las salas correctamente. Respeten el horario de apertura y cierre de las puertas. Absténganse de dejar 
las puertas abiertas. Comprendan que estas medidas protegen no solo la propiedad, sino también a las personas: nuestras 
familias, nuestros hĳos, nuestros ancianos, nuestros voluntarios y nuestro personal. Juntos, con paciencia, caridad y 
responsabilidad compartida, podemos asegurar que la Parroquia San Ignacio de Loyola siga siendo una comunidad de fe 
segura, acogedora y bien organizada. Protejámonos unos a otros, como Cristo nos manda, y seamos "un pueblo para los 
demás" en cada aspecto de nuestra vida parroquial.

Con oraciones por la paz que solo nuestro Señor puede conceder,
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Domingo, Jan 25, 2026
Átate los zapatos para caminar
¿Te sientes diferente este año? ¿Qué revelaciones has 
tenido durante los 12 meses pasados? ¿De qué 
manera has cambiado? ¿Qué áreas de tu vida 
requieren tu atención? Puedes sentir que quieres 
descansar por un tiempo. Pero recuerda, no puedes 
quedarte en un lugar inde;nidamente y ser un 
discípulo de Jesús. El cristianismo requiere 
transformación y conversión, y estos cambios 
pueden tomar toda una vida. Invierte en los recursos 
(personas, periódicos, libros, y devoción) que te van 
a servir como zapatos para caminar en tu viaje 
espiritual sin ;n.

TERCER DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO 
ORDINARIO
Isaías 8:23-9:3; 1 Corintios 1:10-13, 17; Mateo 4:12-
23 (67). “Ellos, dejando enseguida la barca y a su 
padre, lo siguieron.”
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Remembering

Your Parish in

Your Will

For further information, please call the parish o!ce.

Jackie

Idzior
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Angie Villanueva Agency
281-205-9077

8500 Cypresswood Dr., Ste. 102

Se Habla Espanol.
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CatholicCharities.org/Donate

Make sure she 
doesn’t go hungry.

Help our food
pantries feed

thousands of others!

DONATE OR VOLUNTEER!

The Businesses listed above make this bulletin possible.

Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week.  Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe

Please support them when you can.
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ORDER: 281-781-7126ORDER: 281-781-7126

5020 Farm to Market 1960 Rd W, Houston, TX 770695020 Farm to Market 1960 Rd W, Houston, TX 77069

10%
OFF

5020 Farm to Market 1960 Rd W, Houston, TX 770695020 Farm to Market 1960 Rd W, Houston, TX 77069

LAW OFFICE OF

Gloria Villatoro Flores
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