
Join us for the 8th Annual Outreach Garage Sale—donations welcome; see 
inside on page 9 for details and guidelines.
Únase a nosotros en la octava venta anual de artículos de segunda mano 
con !nes bené!cos; se aceptan donaciones; consulte la página 16 para 
obtener más detalles e información.

January 11, 2026
Feast of the Baptism of 
the Lord (la Fiesta del 
Bautismo del Señor)

7810 Cypresswood Dr. 
Spring, TX 77379
281-370-3401
www.silcc.org

Monday- Thursday 
(Lunes-Jueves): 9 AM-8:30 PM
Friday
(Viernes): 9 AM-4:30 PM
Saturday 
(Sábado): 10 AM-1 PM

See inside as Fr. Norbert talks 
about the Feast of the Baptism 
of the Lord.
Vea el interior donde el Padre 
Norbert habla sobre la Fiesta 
del Bautismo del Señor.
Pg. 4 & 15 (Español)
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Today the Church celebrates the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. At  rst glance, it can seem 

like an odd feast: Why does Jesus—sinless, holy, the Beloved Son—enter the waters of repentance? Yet 
that is precisely the point. Jesus steps into the Jordan not because He needs cleansing, but because He 
chooses solidarity—with sinners, with the searching, with the weary, with every human heart that longs 
for renewal. He descends into the waters to reveal that God does not save us from a distance. God saves us from within 
our reality. In that moment, we hear the Father’s voice: “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” The heavens open. 
The Spirit descends. This is not merely a private spiritual experience; it is a revelation of mission. From the waters, Jesus 
is not “returned” to comfort—He is sent. He goes from the Jordan into the wilderness, then into public ministry, then all 
the way to the Cross and the Resurrection. In other words, Baptism is not a “religious milestone.” Baptism is the beginning 
of a life that belongs to God for the sake of the world. That is why this feast is so intimately connected to our own baptism. 
In baptism, you and I are not simply “made members” of a Church organization. We are made beloved sons and daughters. 
We are claimed and named. And then, like Jesus, we are sent. The Christian life is always a movement from belovedness 
to mission. Ignatian spirituality insists that we begin there: with the conviction that God is already at work in us, and that 
we are invited to respond generously.

Baptism makes us disciples but what else is required to become missionary disciples? A missionary disciple is not 
simply someone who “believes,” or even someone who “belongs.” A missionary disciple is someone who has learned to 
live with a particular interior freedom: free enough to follow Christ wherever He leads, and humble enough to be changed 
along the way. A missionary disciple prays, but also listens. A missionary disciple receives the sacraments, but also allows 
those sacraments to shape decisions, priorities, relationships, and habits. A missionary disciple is not content with 
minimums. A missionary disciple learns, over time, to ask an Ignatian question: “Lord, what do You want from me now 
for Your greater glory and the good of souls?” And this is where John the Baptist becomes both inspiration and challenge. 
John is bold, not because he enjoys confrontation, but because he is clear. He knows who he is, and he knows who he is 
not. He is not the Christ. He is the voice that prepares the way. In a culture that rewards self-promotion and personal 
preference, John teaches us the strength of humility: to point away from ourselves and toward the Lamb of God. Can we 
be that bold? Can we speak the truth with charity? Can we live with enough integrity that our faith is not merely an opinion 
but a witness?

With this feast, we also begin the season of Ordinary Time. “Ordinary” does not mean common or unimportant. 
It comes from the word that means ordered: time counted, arranged, and sustained. The Church’s year has seasons of 
intense focus, Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter. Ordinary Time is the long stretch where we learn to live the Gospel 
steadily, faithfully, and concretely. It is the “school of daily discipleship,” where holiness is formed in the ordinary rhythms 
of life: work, family, prayer, service, recreation, suffering, and joy. And because Ordinary Time is “ordered,” it is also a 
 tting moment to re:ect on how we function together as a parish family. Every healthy family has rhythms and 
responsibilities: times to gather, to eat, to do chores, to care for one another. But every family also has guidelines that 
protect the common good: Who can use the car—and when? Who maintains it? Who puts gas in it? Without shared 
expectations, even loving families drift into confusion, resentment, and disorder. The Church—this family of God—also 
has guidelines that serve unity, reverence, justice, and mission. Canon Law provides the legal framework for life in the 
Church. The Catechism of the Catholic Church articulates what we believe and how we live. The General Instruction of 
the Roman Missal sets forth how we worship at Holy Mass—so that the liturgy remains the Church’s prayer, not a personal 
project. And with the authority of Canon Law, our Archdiocese establishes pastoral and  nancial policies that must be 
followed, not as burdens, but as safeguards for the integrity of the Church’s mission.

In the weeks ahead, I will begin addressing some of these policies more directly. But for now, I want to ask you to 
do something very Ignatian: pray with honesty about the moments when you feel tempted to do “your own thing,” to 
prefer “my opinion” over what the Church asks, or to treat common responsibilities as optional. We live in a society that 
is increasingly independent—often suspicious of authority and/or impatient with structure. Yet the Church is not a 
collection of private individuals. We are a corporate body—the Body of Christ—called to act together for the welfare of 
the whole.

So here is the question for your prayer this week: Where do I experience tension between what I want and what 
the Church requires—and why? Is it pride? Convenience? Woundedness? Fear? Or perhaps a misunderstanding that needs 
clari cation? Bring that to the Lord. Ask for the grace not merely to comply, but to understand; not merely to accept, but 
to grow. Finally, as we step into this ordered season, I invite you to become more deeply involved in the life of the parish. 
Ordinary Time is not “down time.” It is prime time for discipleship. Join a ministry. Serve the poor. Help form our young 
people. Participate in adult formation. Step into stewardship with your time, talent, and treasure. If you have been on the 
sidelines, consider this your invitation from the Lord: Come closer. Engage more fully. Be part of the mission. 
With prayers for the peace only our Lord can give,
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MMMonddday, JJJanuary 111222 BBBuiiillldddiiing TTThhhursddday, JJJanuary 111555
Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM
9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga 9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga
10 AM- Lay Missionaries of Charity
Adoration Reservation Chapel 9:30 AM- St. Joseph Altar Cookie Baking Christus Kitchen

11 AM- Lay Missionaries of Charity
Meeting Faber-3 9:30 am- Women’s Thursday Book Club Faber-3

5:45 PM- AHG Troop Meeting Gonzaga 4:30 PM- Adult Con rmation Check-in Christus Center

6 PM- Cub Scout- Den Meeting Gonzaga 6 PM- Bell Choir Rehearsal Choir Room

6:30 PM- ACTS W14 McGivney Hall 6:30 PM- Grief Support Faber-5

7 PM- Legion of Mary Faber-6 6:30 PM- Archdiocesan Adult Con rmation Sanctuary

6:45 PM- Hispanic Ministry Leadership Development McGivney Hall

Tuesday, January 13

Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM Friday, January 16

9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 4:30 PM

9:30 AM- St. Joseph Altar Cookie Baking Christus Kitchen 9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga

4:45 PM- EC/ Elementary Faith
Formation Gonzaga

6 PM- Mixtape Edge Upper Room Saturday, January 17

6 PM- Children’s Choir Rehearsal Choir Room Parish Of�ce Hours: 10 AM - 1 PM

6 PM- AA Meeting Faber-5 8 AM- Knights of Columbus Bible Study Xavier-16

6 PM- In Verbo High School Bible Study Gonzaga 9 AM- Catechist Meeting Sexton Hall

6:30 PM- EC/ Elementary Faith
Formation Gonzaga 9:30 AM- Citizenship Teacher Training Xavier- 11, 12, & 13

7 PM- Spanish Choir Rehearsal Choir Room 10 AM- Saintly Saturday Faber-5

7 PM- Women’s Club General Meeting McGivney Hall 7 PM- Knights of Columbus Wine Dinner Christus Center
7 PM- Becoming Catholic- Candidate
Session Faber-8
7 PM- Becoming Catholic- Catechumen
Session Faber-6 Sunday, January 18

7 PM- Becoming Catholic- Inquiry Faber-3 Parish Of�ce Closed
Nursery at 10 AM & 5:15 PM Mass Christus Center

Nursery
Wednesday, January 14 9:15 AM- Choir Warm Up Choir Room
Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM 12 PM- Spanish Choir Warm Up Choir Room
9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga 12:30 PM- St. Joseph Altar Dough Making Christus Center
9:30 AM- Senior Friends General Meeting McGivney Hall 3:30 PM- Middle School- Edge Formation Gonzaga
4:45 PM- EC/ Elementary Faith
Formation Gonzaga 3:30 PM- Middle School Parent Meeting Sexton Hall
6 PM- Parent Survival Kit Breakout
Session Christus Center 3:30 PM- EC/ Elementary Faith Formation Gonzaga

4 PM- Life Teen Band Warm Up Choir Room
6:30 PM- Life Teen- High School Formation Gonzaga
6:30 PM- High School Parent Meeting Sexton Hall
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Sunday, Jan 11, 2026
Make the connection
In his birth (Christmas), his adoration by the Magi 
(Epiphany), and the coming of  the Spirit upon him 
(Baptism of  the Lord) Jesus is revealed to be the Son of  
God. These signi cant events in Jesus’ life are so closely 
tied that the Eastern Orthodox Church observes the 
coming of  the Magi and the Lord’s Baptism on the same 
day. In the same way, our own births and Baptism signal 
that we are children of  God and followers of  Christ. As a 
new year begins,  nd ways to reconnect with your family of  
faith and make daily choices that reveal your divine heritage.

FEAST OF THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; Acts 10:34-38; Matthew 3:13-17 (21). 
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”

Monday, Jan 12, 2026
Listen up
The tech industry would have us believe that the most 
important connections we make are virtual. While it's true 
that tech devices are useful in today's world, there remains 
the crucial connection with that still, small voice within our 
own hearts that no computer or phone can reach. That 
voice, which is God's, can only be heard in stillness: in the 
bare branches of  trees against a winter sky, the quiet of  
new-fallen snow, the starry brilliance in a winter night sky, 
our breathing in and breathing out. What is God calling you 
to do now? Spend some time today just listening.

1 Samuel 1:1-8; Mark 1:14-20 (305). “Jesus said to them, 
‘Come after me, and I will make you 2shers of  men.’”

Tuesday, Jan 13, 2026
“I was a stranger”
Of  all the lessons Jesus tried to teach us, the one that is 
perhaps hardest to believe—and therefore easiest to 
forget—is that we are all one. Jesus reminded us of  this 
truth a number of  times, most notably when he declared, 
“Just as you did it to one of  the least of  these who are 
members of  my family, you did it to me” (Matt. 25:40). 
Take a few minutes today to re:ect on what life would be 
like if  you knew, with as much certainty as you know your 
own name, that there are no strangers among us; we are all 
one, united through Christ. What would be different? How 
would you act toward yourself ? Toward others?

1 Samuel 1:9-20; Mark 1:21-28 (306). “What is this? A 
new teaching with authority.”

Wednesday, Jan 14, 2026
Now appearing
You don’t have to look very hard into Catholic tradition to 
 nd stories of  supernatural appearances of  Jesus, the saints, 
and especially Mary to believers through the centuries. 
These kinds of  occurrences really go back to biblical times. 
In the New Testament the Holy Spirit “appeared” in the 

form of  a dove at Jesus’ Baptism, Jesus himself  appeared to 
his disciples after his Resurrection, and the risen Christ 
made a decisive personal intervention in the life of  Saint 
Paul, to name a few examples. Most of  us will never have 
such an experience, but we can indeed learn to make 
ourselves aware of  the presence and guidance of  God.

1 Samuel 3:1-10, 19-20; Mark 1:29-39 (307). “Speak, for 
your servant is listening.”

Thursday, Jan 15, 2026
Wanted: Good leaders
The two sons of  Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were the 
trusted priests of  the ancient temple in Shiloh. But they 
were stealing from the temple and committing immoral 
acts. As a result, the army of  Israel was cursed and got 
hammered by the Philistines. Hophni and Phinehas were 
slain and the Philistines took the ark of  God captive. It is a 
cautionary tale about the faithful’s need for good leaders. 
Pray for vocations, and very speci cally for men and 
women to serve the Lord in truth and integrity.

1 Samuel 4:1-11; Mark 1:40-45 (308). “The ark of  God 
was captured, and Eli’s two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were 
among the dead.”

Friday, Jan 16, 2026
Move on
There's a lot in life that can get us down. Sometimes they 
are things of  our own making, and sometimes, well, it's life. 
It's not always easy to know what to do. We can stand still 
and try to  gure it out, or we can backtrack to see what 
happened. At some point, however, it is time to move 
forward—to step out of  what happened and to imagine 
something new. “Begin now,” says Saint Jerome, “to be 
what you will be hereafter.”

1 Samuel 8:4-7, 10-22a; Mark 2:1-12 (309). “Rise, pick up 
your mat and walk.”

Saturday, Jan 17, 2026
Alone with the truth
Few of  us would take aloneness to the extent of  Saint 
Anthony of  the Desert, who spent much of  his 105 years 
in solitude. Stories of  Anthony say he was besieged by all 
kinds of  temptations in the desert night. At some level we 
know that silence forces us to confront the reality of  who 
we are before God. But, as Saint Anthony explains, it is a 
worthy pursuit: “One who knows oneself, knows God . . . 
Therefore, my beloveds in the Lord, know yourselves.” 
Opening up at such depth is indeed terrifying, but Jesus 
“gets” the weakness of  being human. He calls each of  us 
not for condemnation but friendship.

MEMORIAL OF ANTHONY, ABBOT
1 Samuel 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1; Mark 2:13-17 (310). “Jesus 
said to him, ‘Follow me.’”
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Ascención Amado
Director of Outreach

IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn::
LLiiffee@@ssiillcccc..oorrgg
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See page 14

for details
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Faith Formation Classes for All
Scheduled Days have started back
up. We can’t wait to see you.
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Queridos hermanos,
Hoy la Iglesia celebra la Fiesta del Bautismo del Señor. A primera vista, puede parecer una  esta 

extraña: ¿Por qué Jesús —sin pecado, santo, el Hĳo amado— entra en las aguas del arrepentimiento? Sin 
embargo, ese es precisamente el punto. Jesús entra en el Jordán no porque necesite puri cación, sino 
porque elige la solidaridad: con los pecadores, con los que buscan, con los cansados, con cada corazón 
humano que anhela la renovación. Desciende a las aguas para revelar que Dios no nos salva desde la 
distancia. Dios nos salva desde dentro de nuestra propia realidad. En ese momento, escuchamos la voz 
del Padre: «Tú eres mi Hĳo amado; en ti me complazco». Los cielos se abren. El Espíritu desciende. Esto no es 

simplemente una experiencia espiritual privada; es una revelación de misión. Desde las aguas, Jesús no regresa a la comodidad, 
sino que es enviado. Va del Jordán al desierto, luego al ministerio público, y  nalmente hasta la Cruz y la Resurrección. En otras 
palabras, el bautismo no es un simple "hito religioso". El bautismo es el comienzo de una vida que pertenece a Dios para el bien 
del mundo. Por eso esta celebración está tan íntimamente ligada a nuestro propio bautismo. En el bautismo, tú y yo no somos 
simplemente "incorporados" a una organización eclesiástica. Nos convertimos en hĳos e hĳas amados y amadas. Somos 
reconocidos y llamados por nuestro nombre. Y luego, como Jesús, somos enviados. La vida cristiana es siempre un camino que 
va del ser amados a la misión. La espiritualidad ignaciana insiste en que comencemos por ahí: con la convicción de que Dios ya 
está obrando en nosotros y que estamos invitados a responder con generosidad.

El bautismo nos convierte en discípulos, pero ¿qué más se necesita para ser discípulos misioneros? Un discípulo 
misionero no es simplemente alguien que "cree", ni siquiera alguien que "pertenece" a la Iglesia. Un discípulo misionero es 
alguien que ha aprendido a vivir con una libertad interior particular: lo su cientemente libre como para seguir a Cristo 
dondequiera que Él lo guíe, y lo su cientemente humilde como para dejarse transformar en el camino. Un discípulo misionero 
ora, pero también escucha. Un discípulo misionero recibe los sacramentos, pero también permite que estos moldeen sus 
decisiones, prioridades, relaciones y hábitos. Un discípulo misionero no se conforma con lo mínimo. Con el tiempo, aprende a 
hacerse la pregunta ignaciana: «Señor, ¿qué quieres de mí ahora para tu mayor gloria y el bien de las almas?». Y aquí es donde 
Juan el Bautista se convierte tanto en inspiración como en desafío. Juan es valiente, no porque disfrute de la confrontación, sino 
porque tiene las ideas claras. Sabe quién es y quién no es. No es el Cristo. Es la voz que prepara el camino. En una cultura que 
recompensa la autopromoción y las preferencias personales, Juan nos enseña la fuerza de la humildad: apartar la mirada hacia 
nosotros mismos y dirigirla hacia el Cordero de Dios. ¿Podemos ser así de valientes? ¿Podemos hablar la verdad con caridad? 
¿Podemos vivir con la su ciente integridad para que nuestra fe no sea solo una opinión, sino un testimonio?

Con esta  esta, también comenzamos el Tiempo Ordinario. "Ordinario" no signi ca común ni sin importancia. 
Proviene de la palabra que signi ca ordenado: tiempo medido, organizado y constante. El año litúrgico de la Iglesia tiene 
tiempos de intensa concentración: Adviento, Navidad, Cuaresma y Pascua. El Tiempo Ordinario es el período largo en el cual 
aprendemos a vivir el Evangelio de manera constante,  el y concreta. Es la "escuela del discipulado cotidiano", donde la 
santidad se forja en los ritmos ordinarios de la vida: el trabajo, la familia, la oración, el servicio, el descanso, el sufrimiento y la 
alegría. Y precisamente porque el Tiempo Ordinario está "ordenado", es también un momento oportuno para re:exionar sobre 
cómo funcionamos juntos como familia parroquial. Toda familia sana tiene ritmos y responsabilidades: momentos para 
reunirse, para comer, para realizar las tareas del hogar, para cuidarse mutuamente. Pero toda familia también tiene normas que 
protegen el bien común: ¿Quién puede usar el coche y cuándo? ¿Quién se encarga de su mantenimiento? ¿Quién le pone 
gasolina? Sin expectativas compartidas, incluso las familias más unidas caen en la confusión, el resentimiento y el desorden. La 
Iglesia, esta familia de Dios, también tiene normas que promueven la unidad, la reverencia, la justicia y la misión. El Derecho 
Canónico proporciona el marco legal para la vida en la Iglesia. El Catecismo de la Iglesia Católica articula lo que creemos y cómo 
vivimos. La Instrucción General del Misal Romano establece cómo celebramos la Santa Misa, para que la liturgia siga siendo la 
oración de la Iglesia y no un proyecto personal. Y con la autoridad del Derecho Canónico, nuestra Arquidiócesis establece 
políticas pastorales y  nancieras que deben seguirse, no como cargas, sino como garantías para la integridad de la misión de la 
Iglesia.

En las próximas semanas, abordaré algunas de estas políticas de forma más directa. Pero por ahora, quiero pedirles que 
hagan algo muy propio de la espiritualidad ignaciana: oren con sinceridad sobre los momentos en que se sienten tentados a 
actuar por su cuenta, a anteponer su propia opinión a lo que la Iglesia pide, o a considerar las responsabilidades comunes como 
algo opcional. Vivimos en una sociedad cada vez más individualista, a menudo descon ada de la autoridad e impaciente con las 
estructuras. Sin embargo, la Iglesia no es una simple suma de individuos. Somos un cuerpo, el Cuerpo de Cristo, llamados a 
actuar juntos por el bien de todos.

Así que aquí está la pregunta para su oración de esta semana: ¿Dónde experimento tensión entre lo que deseo y lo que 
la Iglesia me pide, y por qué? ¿Es orgullo? ¿Comodidad? ¿Alguna herida del pasado? ¿Miedo? ¿O quizás un malentendido que 
necesita aclaración? Presenten esto al Señor. Pidan la gracia no solo para obedecer, sino para comprender; no solo para aceptar, 
sino para crecer. Finalmente, al comenzar este tiempo litúrgico ordinario, los invito a involucrarse más profundamente en la 
vida de la parroquia. El Tiempo Ordinario no es un tiempo de inactividad, sino un tiempo privilegiado para el discipulado. 
Únanse a un ministerio. Sirvan a los pobres. Ayuden a formar a nuestros jóvenes. Participen en la formación de adultos. 
Comprométanse con su tiempo, talentos y recursos. Si han estado al margen, consideren esta una invitación del Señor: 
Acérquense. Participen más plenamente. Sean parte de la misión.
Con oraciones por la paz que solo nuestro Señor puede conceder,
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Domingo, Jan 11, 2026
Haz la conexión
En su nacimiento (Navidad), su adoración por los 
Reyes Magos (Epifanía), y la llegada del Espíritu 
sobre él (Bautismo del Señor) Jesús es revelado a 
ser el Hĳo de Dios. Estos eventos signi cantes en 
la vida de Jesús están tan atados íntimamente que 
la Iglesia Ortodoxa del Este observa la llegada de 
los Reyes Magos y el bautismo del Señor el mismo 
día. De la misma manera nuestros propios 
nacimientos y bautismo indican que somos hĳos 
de Dios y seguidores de Cristo. Mientras comienza 
un nuevo año, encuentra maneras de reconectar 
con tu familia de fe y haz decisiones diarias que 
revelen tu herencia divina.

FIESTA DEL BAUTISMO DEL SEÑOR
Isaías 42:1-4, 6-7; Hechos 10:34-38; Mateo 3:13-
17 (21). “Éste es mi Hĳo muy amado, en quien tengo 
mis complacencias”.
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Remembering

Your Parish in

Your Will

For further information, please call the parish o!ce.
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Angie Villanueva Agency
281-205-9077

8500 Cypresswood Dr., Ste. 102

Se Habla Espanol.
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CatholicCharities.org/Donate

Make sure she 
doesn’t go hungry.

Help our food
pantries feed

thousands of others!

DONATE OR VOLUNTEER!

The Businesses listed above make this bulletin possible.

Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week.  Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe

Please support them when you can.
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ORDER: 281-781-7126ORDER: 281-781-7126

5020 Farm to Market 1960 Rd W, Houston, TX 770695020 Farm to Market 1960 Rd W, Houston, TX 77069

10%
OFF

5020 Farm to Market 1960 Rd W, Houston, TX 770695020 Farm to Market 1960 Rd W, Houston, TX 77069

LAW OFFICE OF

Gloria Villatoro Flores
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