
For more information about the Jubilee
2025, visit www.silcc.org/jubilee-2025

Simbang Gabi is on Tuesday, December 16th. See page 7
for more details.
Simbang Gabi se celebra el martes 16 de diciembre. Consulta la
página 7 para más detalles.

December 14, 2025
3rd Sunday of Advent
(Tercero domingo de
Adviento)

7810 Cypresswood Dr.
Spring, TX 77379
281-370-3401
www.silcc.org

Monday- Thursday
(Lunes-Jueves): 9 AM-8:30 PM
Friday
(Viernes): 9 AM-4:30 PM
Saturday
(Sábado): 10 AM-1 PM

See inside as Fr. Norbert talks
about Third Sunday of Advent.
Vea el interior donde el Padre
Norbert habla sobre el tercero
domingo de Adviento.
Pg. 4 & 15 (Español)
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Grace and peace of  Our Lord Jesus Christ be with you on this Third Sunday of  Advent—

our Sunday of  joy, the Sunday marked by the rose candle, the soft light that reminds us that 
the Lord is near. Today the Church invites us not only to rejoice, but to notice the signs of  
God’s nearness, and to ask how we are living as a people of  Advent, a people who wait, 
discern, and prepare with hope. We now stand at the midpoint of  this holy season. In Ignatian spirituality, the 
midpoint of  any journey is a privileged place of  re/ection: How have I moved? Where has God already been at 
work in me? Where do I desire deeper conversion? Advent is not passive waiting—it is a time of  holy 
movement, a time in which we allow Christ to draw us closer to Himself. So I ask you, as your pastor and 
companion on the journey: Has there been any movement in your heart these past two weeks? Have you sensed 
even the smallest nudge of  the Holy Spirit calling you to grow as a missionary disciple, to accompany someone 
who needs hope, comfort, or encouragement?

This weekend we bless the Bambinelli—the images of  the Infant Jesus that will be placed in your home’s 
Christmas crèche. This tradition, which began with St. John Paul II, is a profoundly Ignatian act. St. Ignatius 
encourages us in the Spiritual Exercises to contemplate the Nativity by imagining ourselves present in 
Bethlehem—feeling the cool night air, hearing the sounds of  the stable, and kneeling before the Christ who 
becomes small for us. The blessing of  the Bambinelli helps us do exactly that: to welcome Christ personally, 
intimately, into the “stable” of  our own homes. When you place the Infant Jesus into your nativity scene on 
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day, I encourage you to pray this simple prayer together as a family:

“Lord Jesus, as we place this image of  You in our home,
 open our hearts to receive You with joy.

 Fill our family with Your peace,
 strengthen us to love one another,

 and make our home a place where Your presence
 is known, welcomed, and shared. 

Come, Lord Jesus, and be born again in us. Amen.”

This prayer, simple though it is, expresses our Advent longing: Come, Lord Jesus. It also re/ects the 
prophetic hope voiced by Isaiah, who gives us some of  the most cherished titles of  the Messiah—Wonder-
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of  Peace. Isaiah’s words remind us that the Child we 
welcome is no ordinary child. He is the One who brings light to darkness, justice to the poor, compassion to the 
weary, and peace to a world that still aches for redemption. Each time we look upon the Baby Jesus in our 
homes this season, let us remember who He is—and who we are called to become through Him.

Next Saturday, our parish will host the annual Christmas Market and Live Nativity, a joyful evening that has 
become one of  the most beloved traditions of  our parish family—rain or shine, good weather or not-so-good, 
we go on! This year, we are blessed once again to partner with our neighbors at Christ the Good Shepherd, 
making this event not only a celebration of  the season but an act of  fellowship and unity as missionary disciples 
in our local community. I ask you sincerely: Have you stepped forward to volunteer? The Live Nativity is more 
than a charming reenactment; it is an act of  evangelization. In a world starving for signs of  hope, simply seeing 
the Holy Family, shepherds, villagers, and angels can stir the heart in ways that words cannot. Children 
remember it. Adults are moved by it. Visitors—some who have not set foot in a church in years—experience a 
moment of  grace. To make this moment truly shine, we still need villagers to bring the town of  Bethlehem to 
life, and shepherds to stand watch with reverent hearts. We need people who are willing to offer an hour or two, 
not merely as actors, but as missionary disciples who accompany others through beauty, hospitality, and joyful 
witness. If  you have not yet signed up, I warmly invite you: step out in faith and join us. You may never know 
whose heart will be touched because you said “yes.”

As we look ahead, I also urge you to plan your Christmas Mass now. Review the schedule printed in the 
bulletin and online. Amid the joyful busyness of  the season, please prioritize your attendance at Holy Mass. 
Christmas is not simply a holiday or a festive gathering; it is the celebration of  the Incarnation, the moment 
when the eternal Word becomes /esh for our salvation. Nothing replaces the grace of  participating in the 
Sacred Mysteries on this holy day.

May the Infant Jesus, Prince of  Peace, bless you and your families, now and throughout this holy season.
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MMMonddday, DDDecembbber 111555 BBBuiiillldddiiing TTThhhursddday, DDDecembbber 111888
Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM
9 AM - Early Childhood Center Gonzaga 9 AM - Early Childhood Center Gonzaga

5:30 PM- Christmas Pageant Rehearsal Sanctuary 9:30 AM- Women’s Thursday Book Club Faber-3

6 PM- Cub Scout Pack Meeting Sexton Hall 10 AM- ESOL Class 6 Xavier-15

6:30 PM- ACTS W14 McGivney Hall 10 AM- ESOL Class 5 Xavier-11

6:30 PM- ESOL Class 3 Xavier-16 10 AM- ESOL Class 7 Xavier-16

6:45 PM- Advent Spanish Mass Sanctuary 6 PM- Craft Guild Xavier- Crafts

7:45 PM- Advent Presentation in
Spanish with Fr. Jose Christus Center 6 PM- Bell Choir Rehearsal Choir Room

6:30 PM- Grief Support Faber-5

Tuesday, December 16 6:30 PM- ESOL Class 4 Xavier-16

Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM 7 PM- Finance Council Sexton Hall

9 AM - Early Childhood Center Gonzaga 7 PM- Choir Rehearsal Choir Room

10 AM- ESOL Class 6 Xavier-15

10 AM- ESOL Class 7 Xavier-16 Friday, December 19
1 PM- Senior Friends Board Meeting Xavier-16 Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 4:30 PM
1 PM- Women’s Club Board Meeting Xavier-13 10 AM- Craft Guild Xavier- Crafts
4:45 PM- EC/ Elementary Faith
Formation Gonzaga 5 PM- Gingerbread House Making Christus Center
6 PM- EDGE Mixtape Upper Room
6 PM- Children’s Choir Rehearsal Choir Room Saturday, December 20
6 PM- AA Meeting Faber-5 Parish Of�ce Hours: 10 AM - 1 PM
6 PM- In Verbo High School Bible Study Gonzaga 8:15 AM- Filipino Ministry Basketball Sexton Hall BB Court
6 PM- Prayer Shawl & Mat Making
Ministry Xavier- Crafts 10 AM- Craft Guild Xavier- Crafts
6:30 PM- EC/ Elementary Faith
Formation Gonzaga 10 AM- Saintly Saturday Faber-5

7 PM- Pastoral Council: Leadership Night McGivney Hall 4 PM- 9 PM - Christmas Market & Live Nativity Gonzaga Field
7 PM- Simbang Gabi Mass Sanctuary
7 PM- Spanish Choir Rehearsal Choir Room Sunday, December 21
7 PM- Knights of Columbus OfLcer &
Director Meeting Xavier-11 Parish Of�ce Closed
7 PM- Becoming Catholic: Candidate
Sessions Faber-8 Nursery at 10 AM & 5:15 PM Mass Christus Center

Nursery
7 PM- Becoming Catholic: Catechumen
Sessions Faber-6 Knights of Columbus Breakfast after 7:30 & 10 AM

Mass McGivney Hall

8:30 PM- Simbang Gabi Reception Christus Center 9:15 AM- Choir Warm Up Choir Room

12 PM- Spanish Choir Warm Up Choir Room

Wednesday, December 17 2 PM- Marriage Orientation Faber-6
Parish Of�ce Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM 4 PM- Life Teen Band Warm Up Choir Room
9 AM - Early Childhood Center Gonzaga
10 AM- Craft Guild Xavier- Crafts
6:30 PM- ESOL Class 3 Xavier-16
7 PM- Adult ConLrmation Social-
Discipleship McGivney Hall

7:30 PM- Life Teen Band Rehearsal Sanctuary
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Sunday, Dec 14, 2025
Examine the evidence
When John the Baptist sends his disciples to Jesus to ask if  he is the 
Messiah, Jesus doesn’t give them a direct answer but suggests they 
look at what they see and evaluate for themselves: The blind see, the 
lame walk, the deaf  hear, and the dead are raised. If  someone as 
close to Jesus as John had to ask, we can forgive ourselves if  at times 
we wonder about Jesus’ saving power in our own lives. Like the 
disciples of  John, we’re challenged to Lgure out for ourselves by 
examining the evidence—in scripture, in prayer, and in our lives and 
the lives of  loved ones. Jesus doesn’t force himself  on us; he trusts 
we have the smarts to see for ourselves.

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11 (7). “‘Go and tell John 
what you hear and see.’”

Monday, Dec 15, 2025
A vision of  hope
Children and prophets see things others don’t. The prophet Balaam 
saw beyond the injustice of  his own generation to a time when the 
nation would be led by a great king who would arise in Israel. We too 
are called to see with that same prophetic clarity—the clear-eyed 
wonder of  a child who perceives hope where others see only 
hardship. Consider the hope that comes with a little baby born in a 
manger as Saint Alphonsus describes it: “Mary invites all, rich and 
poor, just and sinners, to enter the cave of  Bethlehem, to adore and 
to kiss the feet of  her newborn Son. Go in, then, all ye devout souls; 
go and see the Creator of  heaven and earth on a little hay, under the 
form of  a little Infant; but so beautiful that he sheds all around rays 
of  light. Now that he is born and is lying on the straw, the cave is no 
longer horrible, but is become a paradise.”

ADVENT WEEKDAY
Numbers 24:2-7, 15-17a; Matthew 21:23-27 (187). “I see him, though not 
now; I behold him, though not near.”

Tuesday, Dec 16, 2025
Permission to enter
Today begins the traditional Mexican festival of Las Posadas, a 
commemoration of  Mary and Joseph’s journey from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem. Customarily neighbors gather together in a procession 
led by a child in angel’s garb and statues of  the Holy Family. Together 
they seek out shelter at three local houses, only to be accepted at the 
last, where the family hosts a celebration. Seeking to share the path 
of  the Holy Family places one in the vulnerable position of  begging 
entrance into another’s home. Remember that vulnerability when you 
seek to enter the shelter of  God’s kingdom. For quick reference, 
think of  Saint Augustine’s answer to the question of  the most 
essential elements of  Christ's teaching: “The Lrst is humility, the 
second is humility, and the third is humility.”

ADVENT WEEKDAY; LAS POSADAS BEGINS
Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13; Matthew 21:28-32 (188). “Jesus said to them, 
‘Amen, I say to you, tax collectors and prostitutes are entering the Kingdom of  
God before you.’”

Wednesday, Dec 17, 2025
Give me an O!
These days before Christmas are a time of  Lnal preparation for the 
celebration of  Jesus’ birth. To mark this time the church prays the 
“O Antiphons.” An antiphon, from the Greek word for 
“responsively,” is a short prayer after psalms or biblical songs. They 
come up in the Liturgy of  the Hours, but you also pray a kind of  

antiphon every Sunday: the psalm response between the Lrst and 
second readings. We add the O Antiphons—so called because they 
all begin with “O”—to evening prayer to make this time before 
Christmas special. Drawn from Hebrew scripture, each of  them 
helps us to understand Jesus. Time to get to know your Os.

ADVENT WEEKDAY (O WISDOM)
Genesis 49:2, 8-10; Matthew 1:1-17 (193). “O Wisdom of  our God Most 
High, guiding creation with power and love; come to teach us the path of  
knowledge!”

Thursday, Dec 18, 2025
Power to the people
The word righteousness may sound a little quaint these days, but the 
concept behind the word is central to an understanding of  what God 
asks of  us. The Hebrew word it corresponds to appears more than 
500 times in the Old Testament, and the Greek word it corresponds 
to more than 200 times in the New Testament. Righteousness is 
chie/y concerned with ethical conduct: It implies faithfully keeping 
promises, treating people justly, and adhering to a high moral code. 
With justice of  righteousness, “faith, hope, and charity are poured 
into our hearts,” says the Catechism of  the Catholic Church, “and 
obedience to the divine will is granted us.” We have the power to be 
obedient to God’s will; why not use it?

ADVENT WEEKDAY (O SACRED LORD)
Jeremiah 23:5-8; Matthew 1:18-25 (194). “O Leader of  the House of  
Israel, giver of  the Law to Moses on Sinai: come to rescue us with your mighty 
power!”

Friday, Dec 19, 2025
Where to �nd true royalty
When it came time for the prophet Samuel to anoint a new king to 
replace Saul, God instructed Samuel to invite Jesse and his many sons 
to a sacriLce. When Jesse paraded his boys in review before the 
prophet, God told Samuel that not the oldest, the tallest, nor the 
most kingly looking were the leader God sought; the next king was to 
be David, the youngest and lowliest, whom Jesse left tending the 
/ocks and did not even bother to bring along. “The Lord,” God says, 
“does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looks on the heart.” If  you look past appearances to the 
hearts of  others, you’re likely to Lnd true royalty, namely the Prince 
of  Peace.

ADVENT WEEKDAY (O FLOWER OF JESSE'S STEM)
Judges 13:2-7, 24-25a; Luke 1:5-25 (195). “O Root of  Jesse's stem, sign of  
God's love for all his people: come to save us without delay!”

Saturday, Dec 20, 2025
What’s inside?
Some years ago, Saint Teresa of  Calcutta visited the neonatal 
intensive care unit of  a Boston hospital. As she walked through the 
doors of  the unit, the machines that usually hum and buzz and beep 
somehow stopped making noise, and every single baby fell silent. 
Mother Teresa stopped at each crib, spoke with the nurses and 
parents, had her picture taken holding a premature infant in the palm 
of  her hand, and left. As the doors closed behind her, the usual 
cacophony of  the unit resumed unabated. The calm that surrounded 
Mother Teresa was a re/ection of  the peace in her heart. Advent is a 
good time to notice our own interior state and how it's re/ected in 
the world around us.

ADVENT WEEKDAY (O KEY OF DAVID)
Isaiah 7:10-14; Luke 1:26-38 (196). “O Key of  David, opening the gates of  
God's eternal Kingdom: come and free the prisoners of  darkness!”

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com 6



Rehearsals on Monday, December 15 and
December 22 at 5:30 PM in the Church.

Performance before 4 PM Mass
on Christmas Eve.

Please contact children@silcc.org
with questions.

Join our Art & Environment team
and help prepare the worship space
for Christmas!
• Monday, December 22

at 10 AM
• Monday, December 22

from 4 PM - 6:30 PM
• Tuesday, December 23 at 10 AM
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Ascención Amado
Director of Outreach

Please Visit:
namonline.org/

volunteer
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See page 14

for details
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Queridos hermanos,

Que la gracia y la paz de Nuestro Señor Jesucristo estén con ustedes en este Tercer 
Domingo de Adviento, nuestro Domingo de alegría, el domingo marcado por la vela rosa, la 

luz suave que nos recuerda que el Señor está cerca. Hoy la Iglesia nos invita no solo a 
regocĳarnos, sino a observar las señales de la cercanía de Dios y a preguntarnos cómo 
vivimos como pueblo de Adviento, un pueblo que espera, discierne y se prepara con 

esperanza. Nos encontramos en el punto medio de este tiempo sagrado. En la espiritualidad 
ignaciana, el punto medio de cualquier camino es un lugar privilegiado de re/exión: ¿Cómo 

me he movido? ¿Dónde ha obrado Dios ya en mí? ¿Dónde deseo una conversión más profunda? El Adviento 
no es una espera pasiva, es un tiempo de santo movimiento, un tiempo en el que permitimos que Cristo nos 
acerque más a sí mismo. Así que les pregunto, como su pastor y compañero de camino: ¿Han sentido algún 

movimiento en su corazón estas últimas dos semanas? ¿Han sentido el más mínimo impulso del Espíritu Santo 
llamándolos a crecer como discípulos misioneros, a acompañar a alguien que necesita esperanza, consuelo o 

aliento?

Este Ln de semana bendecimos a los Bambinelli, las imágenes del Niño Jesús que se colocarán en el pesebre 
navideño de su hogar. Esta tradición, que comenzó con san Juan Pablo II, es un acto profundamente ignaciano. 

San Ignacio nos anima en los Ejercicios Espirituales a contemplar la Natividad imaginándonos presentes en 
Belén, sintiendo el aire fresco de la noche, escuchando los sonidos del pesebre y arrodillándonos ante Cristo que 

se hace pequeño por nosotros. La bendición de los Bambinelli nos ayuda a hacer precisamente eso: acoger a 
Cristo personal e íntimamente en el pesebre de nuestros hogares. Cuando coloquen al Niño Jesús en su pesebre 

en Nochebuena o Navidad, les animo a rezar esta sencilla oración en familia:
“Señor Jesús, al colocar esta imagen tuya en nuestro hogar,

abre nuestros corazones para recibirte con alegría.
Llena nuestra familia de tu paz,

fortalécenos para amarnos unos a otros,
y haz de nuestro hogar un lugar donde tu presencia

sea conocida, recibida y compartida.
Ven, Señor Jesús, y nace de nuevo en nosotros. Amén.”

Esta oración, aunque sencilla, expresa nuestro anhelo de Adviento: Ven, Señor Jesús. Re/eja también la 
esperanza profética de Isaías, quien nos da algunos de los títulos más preciados del Mesías: Consejero 

Maravilloso, Dios Fuerte, Padre Eterno, Príncipe de Paz. Las palabras de Isaías nos recuerdan que el Niño que 
acogemos no es un niño cualquiera. Él es quien trae luz a la oscuridad, justicia a los pobres, compasión a los 

cansados y paz a un mundo que aún anhela la redención. Cada vez que contemplemos al Niño Jesús en nuestros 
hogares durante esta temporada, recordemos quién es Él y quiénes estamos llamados a ser a través de Él.

El próximo sábado, nuestra parroquia celebrará el Mercado Navideño y el Pesebre Viviente anual, una velada 
alegre que se ha convertido en una de las tradiciones más queridas de nuestra familia parroquial. ¡Llueva o 
truene, haga buen tiempo o no, seguimos! Este año, tenemos la bendición de colaborar una vez más con 

nuestros vecinos de Cristo el Buen Pastor, convirtiendo este evento no solo en una celebración navideña, sino 
en un acto de compañerismo y unidad como discípulos misioneros en nuestra comunidad local. Les pregunto 

sinceramente: ¿Se han ofrecido como voluntarios? El Pesebre Viviente es más que una recreación encantadora; 
es un acto de evangelización. En un mundo ávido de señales de esperanza, el simple hecho de ver a la Sagrada 

Familia, a los pastores, a los aldeanos y a los ángeles puede conmover el corazón de una manera que las palabras 
no pueden. Los niños lo recuerdan. Los adultos se conmueven. Los visitantes, algunos de los cuales no han 
pisado una iglesia en años, experimentan un momento de gracia. Para que este momento brille de verdad, 

todavía necesitamos aldeanos que den vida al pueblo de Belén y pastores que velen con reverencia. Necesitamos 
personas dispuestas a ofrecer una o dos horas, no solo como actores, sino como discípulos misioneros que 

acompañan a otros con belleza, hospitalidad y un testimonio gozoso. Si aún no te has inscrito, te invito 
cordialmente: da un paso de fe y únete a nosotros. Quizás nunca sepas qué corazón se conmoverá porque dĳiste 

“sí”.

Mientras miramos hacia adelante, también les insto a planiLcar su Misa de Navidad ahora. Revisen el horario 
impreso en el boletín y en línea. En medio del alegre ajetreo de la temporada, por favor, prioricen su asistencia a 

la Santa Misa. La Navidad no es simplemente una festividad o una reunión festiva; es la celebración de la 
Encarnación, el momento en que el Verbo eterno se hace carne para nuestra salvación. Nada reemplaza la gracia 

de participar en los Sagrados Misterios en este día santo.

Que el Niño Jesús, Príncipe de la Paz, los bendiga a ustedes y a sus familias, ahora y durante este tiempo santo.
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Domingo, Dec 14, 2025
Examinar la evidencia
Cuando Juan el Bautista manda sus discípulos a Jesús 
para preguntarle si él es el Mesías, Jesús no les da una 
respuesta directa pero les sugiere que miren lo que ven 
y evalúen ellos mismos. Los ciegos ven, los cojos 
caminan, los sordos escuchan, y los muertos son 
levantados. Si alguien tan cercano a Jesús como Juan 
tuvo que preguntar, podemos perdonarnos a nosotros 
si hay veces en que nos preguntamos sobre el poder 
salvador de Jesús en nuestras vidas. Como los 
discípulos de Juan, se nos desafía a averiguar por 
nosotros mismos al examinar la evidencia—en 
escritura, en oración, y en nuestras vidas y las vidas de 
nuestros seres queridos. Jesús no se mete en nosotros 
por la fuerza; él confía en que somos lo bastante listos 
para ver por nosotros mismos.

TERCER DOMINGO DE ADVIENTO
Isaías 35:1-6a, 10; Santiago 5:7-10; Mateo 11:2-11 (7). 
“‘Vayan a contar a Juan lo que están viendo y oyendo.’”
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Remembering

Your Parish in

Your Will

For further information, please call the parish o!ce.
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Angie Villanueva Agency
281-205-9077

8500 Cypresswood Dr., Ste. 102

Se Habla Espanol.
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CatholicCharities.org/Donate

Make sure she 
doesn’t go hungry.

Help our food
pantries feed

thousands of others!

DONATE OR VOLUNTEER!

The Businesses listed above make this bulletin possible.

Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week.  Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe

Please support them when you can.
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ORDER: 281-781-7126ORDER: 281-781-7126

5020 Farm to Market 1960 Rd W, Houston, TX 770695020 Farm to Market 1960 Rd W, Houston, TX 77069

10%
OFF

5020 Farm to Market 1960 Rd W, Houston, TX 770695020 Farm to Market 1960 Rd W, Houston, TX 77069

LAW OFFICE OF

Gloria Villatoro Flores
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