
National Vocation
Awareness week
Semana Nacional de

Concientización sobre las
Vocaciones

November 2nd-9th

Celebrate National Vocation
Awareness Week! Explore God’s

call in your life and join us for
prayer and events all week.

¡Celebra la Semana Nacional de
Conciencia Vocacional! Descubre

el llamado de Dios y
acompáñanos en oración y

eventos toda la semana.
Pg. 14

Parent Survival Kit
Guia de Supervivencia

November 4th

Join us for “Innocence Under Siege”
Protecting Your Child from

Pornography. Learn how to guide
and protect your family with faith
and support. See inside for more

details.
Únase a nosotros para “Inocencia

Bajo Asedio” Protegiendo a su Hĳo
de la Pornografía. Aprenda cómo

guiar y proteger a su familia con fé y
apoyo. Vea el interior para más

detalles.
Pg. 13 & 16 (Español)

“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the
resurrection and the life.
Whoever believes in me,

even if he dies, will live, and
everyone who lives and
believes in me will never
die. Do you believe this?’”

John 11:25-26

See inside as Fr. Norbert talks
about how in November the
Catholic Church dedicates in a
special way to the remembrance

of the faithful departed.

Vea el interior donde el Padre
Norbert habla sobre cómo, en
noviembre, nos dedicamos de
manera especial al recuerdo de

los fieles difuntos.

Pg. 4 & 15 (Español)

31st Sunday of Ordinary Time (31º Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario) November 2, 2025

Refugee Thanksgiving
Acción de gracias de

refugiados
November 15th

Celebrate gratitude and community
at our 11th Annual Refugee

Thanksgiving Event! Look inside
for details.

¡Celebremos la gratitud y la
comunidad en nuestro 11º Evento
Anual de Acción de Gracias para
Refugiados! Mira adentro para más

detalles.
Pg. 9

For more information
about the Jubilee 2025,

visit www.silcc.org/
jubilee-2025
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DDDeeeaaarrr BBBrrrooottthhheeerrrsss aaannnddd SSSiiisssttteeerrrsss,
Today, November 2nd, we enter into a month that the Catholic Church dedicates in a special way to the

remembrance of the faithful departed. For us as Catholics, this is not simply a cultural tradition or an act of
nostalgia—it is a vital expression of faith and hope. We believe in the Communion of Saints: the bond that unites
the Church on earth, the souls in purgatory, and the saints in heaven. To remember the dead is to affirm that no
life is forgotten by God, and no soul is beyond the reach of His mercy.

From the earliest days of the Church, the faithful have gathered at the tombs of martyrs and in cemeteries
to pray for the dead. Cemeteries are not merely places of sorrow but sacred grounds where the mortal remains
of our loved ones rest in hope of resurrection. Each headstone bears silent witness to lives lived in faith, love,
struggle, and perseverance. When we visit cemeteries, we practice a corporal work of mercy—burying the
dead—and we participate in a spiritual work of mercy—praying for the living and the dead. Visiting a cemetery
also reminds us of our own mortality and calls us to live each day with greater faithfulness. The rows of graves
are like a silent homily, teaching us that “here we have no lasting city” (Hebrews 13:14). We are pilgrims on
earth, destined for eternal life with God. To pray in a cemetery is to stand humbly before this truth, renewing our
trust in Christ who promised, “I am the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25).

When I was a child in Catholic school, the sisters taught us a prayer that I still carry in my heart: “Eternal
rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them. May the souls of the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.” Many families continue to pray this at the close of the evening
meal, coupled with the traditional prayer after eating: “We give you thanks, almighty God, for all these and all
your benefits, who lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen. May the souls of the faithful departed, through the
mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.” This custom beautifully ties the nourishment of our daily bread to the eternal
banquet of heaven, where one day, in God’s time, we shall all be gathered again.

As we pray for the dead, it is helpful to recall what the Church teaches in the Order of Christian Funerals.
This liturgy unfolds in three principal moments: the Vigil for the Deceased, the Funeral Mass, and the Rite of
Committal. Each stage is a prayer of hope, rooted in Christ’s victory over death. The presence of the body at the
funeral is deeply significant. The Church honors the body, for it was washed in baptism, anointed with holy oil,
and nourished by the Eucharist. At the funeral Mass, the body is sprinkled with holy water and clothed in the
white pall, reminding us of baptismal dignity and the promise of eternal life.

In recent decades, questions about cremation have become more common. The Church permits
cremation, but always with reverence and with the understanding that it does not diminish our belief in the
resurrection of the body. Cremated remains must be treated with the same dignity as the body itself. This means
they are to be buried in a cemetery or entombed in a mausoleum or columbarium. The Church does not permit
the scattering of ashes, keeping them at home, or dividing them among family members. To do so risks reducing
what we revere as a sacred sign of God’s creation into something casual or even disposable. Instead, we entrust
the cremated remains to consecrated ground, affirming our belief in the sanctity of every human body.

This month of November, I invite you to spend some quiet time before the shrine for the Deceased in our
parish narthex. This shrine, much like a cemetery, gives us a sacred place to pause and pray. You may bring the
names or pictures of your loved ones, but also pray for the forgotten dead—the countless souls who have no one
to intercede for them. Each prayer we offer, however small, is an act of love that God magnifies with His mercy.
Praying for the dead is one of the purest expressions of Christian charity. It costs us little, yet it brings immense
spiritual benefit to others. And in doing so, it deepens our own awareness of eternity. Death does not end love,
nor does it sever our ties of faith. In Christ, who conquered the grave, all the faithful departed remain bound
together in the mystery of God’s redeeming love.

As you pass by the shrine this week, stop for a moment, whisper the ancient prayer—“Eternal rest grant
unto them, O Lord…”—and let your heart be lifted to heaven. In that simple act, you stand at the intersection of
memory and hope, of earth and eternity. May the peace of Christ, risen from the dead, console you and strengthen
your faith.
Blessings of peace,
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Monday, November 3 Building Thursday, November 6 Building
Parish Office Hours: 9 AM- 8:30 PM Parish Office Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM
9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga 9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga
10 AM- Lay Missionaries of Charity
Adoration Reservation Chapel 9:30 AM- Women’s Thursday Book Club Faber-3
11 AM- Lay Missionaries of Charity
Meeting Faber-3 10 AM- ESOL Class 1 Xavier-14
6 PM- Cub Scout- Den Meetings Gonzaga 10 AM- ESOL Class 5 Xavier-11
6:30 PM- ACTS M14 McGivney Hall 10 AM- ESOL Class 6 Xavier-15
6:30 PM- ESOL Class 3 Xavier-16 10 AM- ESOL Class 7 Xavier-16
6:30 PM- Ignatian Discernment of
Spirits Faber-5 10:30 AM- Walking with Moms & Dads Xavier- Nursery

7 PM- Legion of Mary Faber-6 6 PM- Bell Choir Rehearsal Choir Room
6:30 PM- Grief Support Faber-5

Tuesday, November 4 6:30 PM- Worship Coordinator Potluck & Meeting McGivney Hall
Parish Office Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM 6:30 PM- ESOL Class 4 Xavier-16
9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga 7 PM- FPMC Christus Center
10 AM- ESOL Class 5 Xavier-11 7 PM- Vocations Committee Dinner Sexton Hall
10 AM- ESOL Class 6 Xavier-15 7 PM- Choir Rehearsal Choir Room
10 AM- ESOL Class 7 Xavier-16
10 AM- ESOL Class 1 Xavier-14 Friday, November 7
1 PM- Senior Friends Board Meeting Xavier-16 Parish Office Hours: 9 AM - 4:30 PM
4:45 PM- EC/ Elementary Faith
Formation Gonzaga 9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga
6:30 PM- EC/ Elementary Faith
Formation Gonzaga 6:30 PM- ESOL Class 2 Xavier-11
7 PM- Parent Survival Kit #2
Innocence Under Siege Christus Center 7 PM- Wonder Faber-3

7 PM- Parent Survival Kit #2 Spanish @ Prince of Peace 7 PM- Practice for Matachines McGivney Hall

Wednesday, November 5 Saturday, November 8
Parish Office Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM Parish Office Hours: 10 AM - 1 PM
9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga 8 AM- Knights of Columbus Bible Study Xavier-16
9:45 AM- The Bible & The Church
Fathers- Bible Study Xavier-12 8:15 AM- Filipino Ministry Basketball Sexton Hall Court
4:45 PM- EC/ Elementary Faith
Formation Gonzaga 10:30 AM- Clase de Ciudadanía en Español Xavier-13

6:30 PM- ESOL Class 2 Xavier-11 10:30 AM- Citizenship Classes in English Xavier- 11,15, & 16

6:30 PM- ESOL Class 3 Xavier-16 12:30 PM- Second Saturday Rosary of Life Reservation Chapel

7 PM- Adult Confirmation Classes Faber-3, 5, & 6
7 PM- Knights of Columbus Officer &
Director Meeting Xavier-12 Sunday, November 9

7:30 PM- Life Teen Band Rehearsal Choir Room Parish Office Closed
7:30 PM- Youth Confirmation
Sacrament Class Gonzaga Nursery at 10 AM & 5:15 PM Mass Christus Center

Nursery
Donut Social after 7:30 AM, 10 AM & 12:30 PM
Mass Christus Center

9:15 Choir Warm Up Choir Room

12 PM- Spanish Choir Warm Up Choir Room
1:45 PM- FPMC end of semester celebration McGivney Hall
3:30 PM- EC/ Elementary Faith Formation Gonzaga
3:30 PM- EDGE- Middle School Faith Formation Gonzaga
4 PM- LifeTeen Band Warm Up Choir Room
6:30 PM- High School- Life Teen Faith Formation Gonzaga
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Sunday, Nov 02, 2025
An endless supply of grace
When we pray the Hail Mary, we ask for the help of Mary our
Mother at two crucial moments of our lives: “now, and at the hour
of our death.” Now is an important occasion because it is the time
of decision. The hour of our death is critical because it’s the last
moment over which we exercise our will. When we pray for the
dead, today and every day, we come to the spiritual assistance of
those who can no longer help themselves. We can rest assured that
one day the church will be supplying us with the same grace.

COMMEMORATION OF ALL THE FAITHFUL
DEPARTED (ALL SOULS’ DAY)
Wisdom 3:1-9; Romans 5:5-11; John 6:37-40 (668). “The souls of
the just are in the hand of God, and no torment shall touch them.”

Monday, Nov 03, 2025
An all-access party
In the neighborhood lives an elderly man who’s had a record five
strokes. Each has taken a little piece of his ability and freedom
away. He gets along with a small army of friends and assistants
who come in a few hours at a time to care for him. But the one
thing he really wants is to for someone to take him out to lunch.
No one wants that responsibility. The inconvenience of lifting a
disabled fellow in and out of a car seems too great. When Jesus
throws a banquet, however, folks like that elderly neighbor are at
the top of the list. That is why great spiritual masters, such as Saint
Benedict, place special emphasis on attending to the infirm. Saint
Benedict writes in his Rule: “Care of the sick must rank above and
before all else.” Why? Because Jesus said, “What you did for one
of these least, you did for me.”

Romans 11:29-36; Luke 14:12-14 (485). “When you hold a banquet,
invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind.”

Tuesday, Nov 04, 2025
Spirited actions
As the Council of Trent tried to reform questionable practices in
the church, Borromeo believed that if laypeople were being asked
to uphold a higher moral standard, clergy needed to set the
example and renew their apostolic spirit. He gave generously from
church wealth to charity, and during the plague and famine that
struck Milan in 1576, while civil authorities fled and to the
detriment of his own health, Borromeo stayed and ministered to
the sick and dying, borrowing large sums of money that required
years to repay. Every generation is called to renew that same
apostolic spirit. What does your service to the gospel look like?

MEMORIAL OF CHARLES BORROMEO, BISHOP
Romans 12:5-16ab; Luke 14:15-24 (486). "We have gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us, let us exercise them.”

Wednesday, Nov 05, 2025
Negatives outweighed
When Jesus talks about being his disciple, he warns us that the road
will be difficult and rocky. Instead of looking at Christ’s words in a
negative way, consider what is driving you toward discipleship in
the first place. As Saint John Paul II explains: “It is Jesus who stirs
in you the desire to do something great with your lives, the will to
follow an ideal, the refusal to allow yourselves to be ground down
by mediocrity, the courage to commit yourselves humbly and

patiently to improving yourselves and society, makiiking the world
more human and more fraternal.” Call to mind the positive effects
of your discipleship—true happiness, joy, and peace—during the
hard roads you will travel on your spiritual journey.

Romans 13:8-10; Luke 14:25-33 (487). “Everyone of you who does
not renounce all his possessions cannot be my disciple.”

Thursday, Nov 06, 2025
Join the search party
Scripture speaks of the rejoicing that goes on in heaven when a
lost soul is found. Apparently, God does not like to lose. As Pope
Francis put it: “God is not a good loser.” God will search for us.
“God has a certain loving weakness for those who are furthest
away, who are lost,” says Francis, who goes on to say in a 2013
sermon that when God brings the lost sheep back to the fold, we
shouldn’t say, "you are lost," but rather that "you are one of us,"
because this returns “dignity to the lost sheep.” The world is filled
with lost souls; what is needed is a larger supply of those willing to
join the search party. Start with a prayer for the sake of one
person, which may end up saving a multitude of others.

Romans 14:7-12; Luke 15:1-10 (488). “Rejoice with me because I
have found my lost sheep.”

Friday, Nov 07, 2025
Fill in the gaps
We humans are hard-wired to focus our attention on the object in
front of us: the oncoming car, the apples we are slicing for pie, the
words on a page. Yet also worthy of our notice is the space
between those things, which is captured in the German
term Zwischenraum. Zwischenraum refers to the interval between
objects or concepts: the gaps between the pickets of a fence, the
bare branches of a winter tree, the pauses in music or
conversation. These spaces often go unnoticed, yet they are
essential. They give form to what surrounds them and shape our
perception by offering contrast. Learning to notice the
Zwischenraum can help us remember that we often only focus on
part of the truth of our lives. If we pay close attention, we may
begin to glimpse the profound reality that holds all things together
and creates meaning: the presence of God.

Romans 15:14-21; Luke 16:1-8 (489). “Those who have never been
told of him shall see.”

Saturday, Nov 08, 2025
Who or what is at your service?
The Gospel of Luke often treats money with suspicion, likely
because of how easily it can be accumulated and used to exploit
others. But not entirely. As Saint John Chrysostom instructs:
“Wealth and poverty are neither good nor evil in themselves. They
become either good or evil from the will of those who use them.”
Every Christian must ask themselves how they value money. Is it
your master? Or is God your master? “If you use your wealth for
the purposes of philanthropy,” says Saint John, “the thing becomes
the foundation of good. But if you use it for robbery, greed and
insolence, you turn the use of it to the direct opposite." Take time
today to consider how you make and spend money and whether
your actions ultimately serve God’s purposes.

Romans 16:3-9, 16, 22-27; Luke 16:9-15 (490). “You cannot serve
God and mammon.”
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More rehearsal information to come.
Please contact children@silcc.org with any questions.
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Ascención AmmAmado
Dirrirector of Outreach

ATTENTION CHRISTMASANGELS
DONORS AND VOLUNTEERS!!

It’s �me to begin thinking about
Christmas of 2025! There are several ways
you can help with the Christmas Angels

Ministry, which provides gi.s and food gi.
cards for families to help them have a joyful
Christmas as they celebrate the birth of our

Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

*You must be at least 13 years old.
If you are 18 years or older, you must also
complete the Safe Environment Training and

Background Check:
galvestonhouston.cmgconnect.org.

Please check out our webpage:
silcc.org/christmas-angels Or email

christmasangels@silcc.org for more details.

Thank You for Being “A People for Others”!

Adopt a Family, Donate Money, or
Volunteer on Delivery Day,

December 13, 2025
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See page 14

for details
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Queridos hermanos,
Hoy, 2 de noviembre, iniciamos un mes en el cual la Iglesia Católica se dedica de manera especial al

recuerdo de los fieles difuntos. Para nosotros, como católicos, esto no es simplemente una tradición cultural ni
un acto de nostalgia; es una expresión vital de fe y esperanza. Creemos en la Comunión de los Santos: el vínculo
que une a la Iglesia en la tierra, a las almas del purgatorio y a los santos en el cielo. Recordar a los fallecidos es
afirmar que ninguna vida es olvidada por Dios y que ninguna alma está fuera del alcance de su misericordia.

Desde los inicios de la Iglesia, los fieles se han reunido ante las tumbas de los mártires y en los
cementerios para orar por los difuntos. Los cementerios no son solo lugares de dolor, sino terrenos sagrados
donde descansan los restos mortales de nuestros seres queridos con la esperanza de la resurrección. Cada lápida
da testimonio silencioso de vidas vividas en la fe, el amor, la lucha y la perseverancia. Cuando visitamos
cementerios, practicamos una obra de misericordia corporal —enterrar a los muertos— y participamos en una
obra de misericordia espiritual —orar por los vivos y los difuntos—. Visitar un cementerio también nos recuerda
nuestra propia mortalidad y nos llama a vivir cada día con mayor fidelidad. Las hileras de tumbas son como una
homilía silenciosa, que nos enseña que «aquí no tenemos ciudad permanente» (Hebreos 13:14). Somos
peregrinos en la tierra, destinados a la vida eterna con Dios. Orar en un cementerio es permanecer humildes ante
esta verdad, renovando nuestra confianza en Cristo que prometió: «Yo soy la resurrección y la vida» (Juan 11:25).

Cuando era niño, en la escuela católica, las hermanas nos enseñaron una oración que aún llevo en el
corazón: «Concédeles, Señor, el descanso eterno y brille para ellos la luz perpetua. Que las almas de los fieles difuntos, por la
misericordia de Dios, descansen en paz. Amén». Muchas familias siguen rezando esta oración al final de la cena, junto
con la oración tradicional después de comer: «Te damos gracias, Dios todopoderoso, por todo esto y por todos tus beneficios,
que vives y reinas por los siglos de los siglos. Amén. Que las almas de los fieles difuntos, por la misericordia de Dios, descansen en
ppaz. Amén». Esta costumbre vincula hermosamente el alimento de nuestro pan de cada día con el banquete
eterno del cielo, donde un día, en el tiempo de Dios, todos nos reuniremos de nuevo.

Al orar por los difuntos, conviene recordar lo que la Iglesia enseña en el Ritual de Exequias Cristianas.
Esta liturgia se desarrolla en tres momentos principales: la Vigilia por los Difuntos, la Misa Exequial y el Rito de
Sepelio. Cada etapa es una oración de esperanza, arraigada en la victoria de Cristo sobre la muerte. La presencia
del cuerpo en el funeral es profundamente significativa. La Iglesia honra el cuerpo, pues fue lavado en el
bautismo, ungido con óleo santo y nutrido por la Eucaristía. En la Misa Exequial, el cuerpo es rociado con agua
bendita y revestido con el paño mortuorio blanco, recordándonos la dignidad bautismal y la promesa de la vida
eterna.

En las últimas décadas, las preguntas sobre la cremación se han vuelto más frecuentes. La Iglesia permite
la cremación, pero siempre con reverencia y con la certeza de que no menoscaba nuestra creencia en la
resurrección del cuerpo. Los restos cremados deben ser tratados con la misma dignidad que el propio cuerpo.
Esto significa que deben ser enterrados en un cementerio o en un mausoleo o columbario. La Iglesia no permite
esparcir cenizas, guardarlas en casa ni repartirlas entre familiares. Hacerlo corre el riesgo de reducir lo que
veneramos como signo sagrado de la creación de Dios a algo casual o incluso desechable. En cambio, confiamos
los restos cremados a tierra consagrada, afirmando nuestra creencia en la santidad de todo cuerpo humano.

Este mes de noviembre, los invito a pasar un momento de tranquilidad ante el Santuario de los Difuntos
en el nártex de nuestra parroquia. Este santuario, como un cementerio, nos brinda un lugar sagrado para
detenernos y orar. Pueden traer los nombres o fotos de sus seres queridos, pero también oren por los difuntos
olvidados: las innumerables almas que no tienen a nadie que interceda por ellas. Cada oración que ofrecemos,
por pequeña que sea, es un acto de amor que Dios magnifica con su misericordia.

Al pasar por el santuario esta semana, deténganse un momento, susurren la antigua oración: «Concédeles,
Señor, el descanso eterno…» y permitan que su corazón se eleve al cielo. Con ese simple acto, se encuentran en la
intersección de la memoria y la esperanza, de la tierra y la eternidad. Que la paz de Cristo, resucitado, los
consuele y fortalezca su fe.

Bendiciones de paz,
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Práctica de Matachines
Te invitamos a unirte a nuestro grupo de baile de
Matachines, nos reunimos los viernes a las 7 PM en el
McGivney Hall.
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Domingo, Nov 02, 2025
Un suministro inagotable de gracia
Cuando oramos el Ave María, pedimos la ayuda de
María nuestra Madre en dos momentos cruciales
de nuestras vidas: “ahora y a la hora de nuestra
muerte.” Ahora es una ocasión importante porque
es el momento de la decisión. La hora de nuestra
muerte es crucial porque es el último momento
sobre el cual ejerceremos nuestra voluntad.
Cuando oramos por los muertos, hoy y cada día,
brindamos ayuda espiritual a aquellos que ya no
pueden ayudarse a sí mismos. Podemos tener la
seguridad que algún día la iglesia nos proveerá la
misma gracia.
CONMEMORACIÓN DE TODOS LOS
FIELES DIFUNTOS (DÍA DE MUERTOS)
Sabiduría 3:1-9; Romanos 5:5-11; Juan 6:37-40
(668). “Las almas de los justos están en las manos de
Dios y no los alcanzará ningún tormento.”
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Angie Villanueva Agency
281-205-9077

8500 Cypresswood Dr., Ste. 102
Se Habla Espanol.
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CatholicCharities.org/Donate

Make sure she
doesn’t go hungry.

Help our food
pantries feed

thousands of others!

DONATE OR VOLUNTEER!
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5020 Farm toMarket 1960 RdW Houuston TX 77069
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Gloria Villatoro Flores
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