
Parent Survival Kit
Kit Supervivencia para padres

Starting September 9th
Overwhelmed as a parent? You’re
not alone. Join the Parent Survival
Kit by Rejoice Counseling for

faith-filled tools to help your kids
thrive—year-round in English &
Spanish. See inside for details.
¿Agobiado como padre de

familia? No estás solo. Únete a
Parent Survival Kit de Rejoice

Counseling y recibe herramientas
de fe para ayudar a tus hĳos a
prosperar—todo el año en inglés
y español. Ve adentro para más

detalles.
Pg. 14 (English & Español)

Hispanic Heritage
Celebration

Celebración de la herencia hispana
September 20th

Come Celebrate Hispanic Heritage
with us! Enjoy an evening filled with
delicious foods, music, dancing, and
fun! See inside for full details and

ticket information!
¡Ven a Celebrar la Herencia
Hispana con nosotros!

Disfruta de una noche llena de
deliciosa comida, música, baile y
diversión. ¡Mira adentro para más
detalles e información sobre

boletos!
Pg. 12 & 16 (Español)

“Finally, brothers, whatever
is true, whatever is

honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is gracious,
if there is any excellence and
if there is anything worthy of
praise, think about these
things.”- Philippians 4:8

See inside as Fr. Norbert
talks about ACTS

Retreats and Formation.

Vea el interior donde el
Padre Norbert habla
sobre los retiros y la
formación de ACTS.

Pg. 4 & 15 (Español)

23rd Sunday of Ordinary Time (23º Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario) September 7, 2025

Fall Festival
Festival de Otoño

October 4-5th
Food, Kid Games, Bingo, Shopping

with more than 50 Vendors, Beer/Wine
Garden, Live & Silent Auctions, and
21+ After Hours Social. See inside for

more details for this event.
Comida, juegos, bingo, compras,
Cerveza y vino, subastas en vivo y

silenciosas, y baile para mayores de 21
años. Consulta el interior para obtener

más información sobre cómo
ayudarnos a preparar este evento.

Pg. 12 & 16 (Español)

For more information
about the Jubilee 2025
visit www silcc.org/

jubilee 2025
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,
This weekend we welcome home the men who participated in our parish’s 14th ACTS Retreat. To you, my 

brothers, I say: Welcome home! What a gift your “yes” to the Lord has been, not only for yourselves, but also for 
your families and our parish. On retreat, you encountered the living God—in prayer, in the sacraments, in fellowship, 
and in silence. But the retreat does not end when you return home. The flame that was ignited in your hearts must be 
carried forward. Keep the fire burning! Share it in your families, your workplaces, and here in our parish community. 
The ACTS retreat is not only a personal encounter with Christ but also a call to become an instrument of 
accompaniment. The more you witness to your faith, the more other men will be drawn into this life-changing 
encounter with Christ. Thank you for your courage and your openness; may your “yes” echo in the lives of others.

September always feels like a month of new beginnings, and this year is no exception. Our formation classes 
are now underway, and with them comes a special time in the lives of many of our children, youth, and families. For 
some, this year will bring the grace of the Sacrament of Reconciliation; for others, the joy of receiving the Holy 
Eucharist for the first time; and for still others, the strengthening power of Confirmation. At the same time, our OCIA 
(Order of Christian Initiation of Adults) sessions have begun. You may still be accustomed to hearing the term RCIA, 
but the shift from “R” (Rite) to “O” (Order) is a profound reminder. Becoming Catholic is not a single ritual moment; 
it is a series of sacred steps, celebrated in order, that lead a person ever deeper into the mystery of Christ and into 
communion with His Church. To speak of it as “Becoming Catholic” is really the most accurate way. This process 
is never a solitary one. Just as the early disciples walked together, so too do we accompany these new brothers and 
sisters on their journey of faith. And this is where our call to be missionary disciples comes alive. Each of us—by 
our prayer, our example, our words, and our presence—helps to form others in faith. We cannot overstate this truth: 
discipleship is not a private journey. It is always a pilgrimage we walk together, as Church, as community, as the 
Body of Christ.

In recent weeks, a group of parishioners returned from pilgrimage to Medjugorje. Deeply moved by their 
encounter with Our Lady’s call to conversion and peace, they are beginning a new parish prayer group. Their format 
is simple but powerful: reflection on Mary’s messages, the Rosary, prayer to St. Michael the Archangel, a short 
Gospel reflection, a prayer of spiritual communion, and petitions. The beauty of this group is that it lasts only 30 
minutes and is conducted entirely by phone. Every Wednesday morning from 6:45–7:15 a.m., you can dial in—
whether from your kitchen table, your office, or even while commuting to work—and join your fellow parishioners 
in prayer. What a beautiful way to begin the day! I encourage you to read more details in the bulletin and consider 
joining this effort to anchor our parish life more deeply in prayer and intercession.

As you know, we are now entering our third month without a parochial vicar. Many of you have asked and 
prayed for the arrival of our newly assigned priest, and I want to share with you where things stand. The holdup lies 
not with the archdiocese, but with immigration and the R-1 visa process. What was once a fairly routine step has now 
become burdensome and unpredictable. Imagine being asked by immigration authorities to explain what a priest 
does for work! While some might mistakenly think our life is only about Sunday Mass and reading Scripture during 
the week, you and I know otherwise. From appointments, counseling, anointing the sick, visiting families in crisis, 
presiding at weddings and funerals, walking with those in formation, and the countless daily tasks of shepherding a 
parish of our size—this is work only made possible through grace, and it is certainly full-time. I share this not to 
complain, but to invite your continued prayers and patience. We have not been forgotten by the archdiocese. They 
remain committed to assigning us a parochial vicar. For now, we wait together, and in the meantime I am grateful 
for your support, your understanding, and your willingness to walk with me in this season of waiting.

Brothers and sisters, our parish is alive with grace. ACTS retreats are rekindling faith. Formation is nurturing 
the next generation of disciples. OCIA is opening the doors of the Church to new members. Prayer groups are 
anchoring us in devotion to Our Lady and to Christ. Even the challenge of waiting for a new priest becomes an 
invitation to grow in patience and trust. Let us remember: we do not walk this journey alone. In the words of St. Paul, 
“We, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually parts of one another” (Romans 12:5). May we continue 
to walk together, as missionary disciples, as a parish community, and as a people for others.
With gratitude for each of you, and entrusting our parish to the loving intercession of St. Ignatius of Loyola,
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Monday, September 8 Building Thursday, September 11 Building
Parish Office Hours: 9 AM- 8:30 PM Parish Office Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM
999 AAAMMM- EEEarllly CCChhhiiillldddhhhooddd CCCenter GGGonzaga 999 AAAMMM- EEEarllly CCChhhiiillldddhhhooddd CCCenter GGGonzaga
10 AM- Craft Guild Xavier- Crafts 9:30 AM- Women’s Thursday Book Club Faber-3
5:30 PM- Filipino Ministry FF Prep CC- Kitchen 10 AM- Craft Guild Xavier- Crafts
5:45 PM- AHG Troop Meeting Gonzaga 10 AM- ESOL Class 5 Xavier-11
6 PM- Cub Scout Den Meeting Gonzaga 10 AM- ESOL Class 6 Xavier-15
6:30 PM- ESOL Class 2 Xavier-11 10 AM- ESOL Class 7 Xavier-16
6:30 PM- ESOL Class 3 Xavier-16 1 PM- Prayer Shawl & Mat making ministry Xavier- Crafts
6:30 PM- ESOL Class 1 Xavier-14 5:30 PM- Children’s Inquiry 101- Parent Meeting Sexton Hall
7 PM- Wonder Faber-3 6 PM- Lay Missionaries of Charity Adoration Reservation Chapel
7 PM- Legion of Mary Faber-6 6 PM- Bell Choir Rehearsal Choir Room
7 PM- Hospitality Training Sanctuary 6 PM- Craft Guild Xavier- Crafts

6:30 PM- Grief Support Faber-5
Tuesday, September 9 6:30 PM- ESOL Class 4 Xavier-16
Parish Office Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM 7 PM- Lay Missionaries of Charity Meeting Faber-3
9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga 7 PM- FPMC Christus Center
10 AM- Craft Guild Xavier- Crafts 7 PM- New EMHC Training Sanctuary
10 AM- ESOL Class 5 Xavier-11 7 PM- Choir Rehearsal Choir Room
10 AM- ESOL Class 6 Xavier-15 7 PM- Stewardship Committee Meeting Xavier-13
10 AM- ESOL Class 7 Xavier-16 7 PM- Wedding Coordinator Training Lady Chapel
6:30 PM - Guia de Supervivencia para
padres: Más allá de las pantallas

@Christ the Good
Shepherd

7 PM- Parent Survival Series: Beyond the
Screens @ Prince of PeaceFriday, September 12

Parish Office Hours: 9 AM - 4:30 PM
Wednesday, September 10 9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga
Parish Office Hours: 9 AM - 8:30 PM 10 AM- Craft Guild Xavier- Crafts
9 AM- Early Childhood Center Gonzaga 7 PM- Practices for Matachines McGivney Hall
9:30 AM- Senior Friends Meeting McGivney Hall
9:45 AM- The Bible & The Church Fathers-
Bible Study Xavier-12 Saturday, September 13

4:45 PM- EC/Elementary Faith Formation Gonzaga Parish Office Hours: 10 AM - 1 PM (No 9:30 AM Confessions)

6:30 PM- ESOL Class 2 Xavier-11 8 AM- Knights of Columbus Bible Study Xavier-16

6:30 PM- ESOL Class 3 Xavier-16 8:15 AM- Filipino Ministry Basketball Sexton Hall- BB Court
7 PM- Women’s Club General Meeting Christus Center 9 AM- Leadership Summit Christus Center
7 PM- Knights of Columbus New Member
Open House

McGivney Hall 9 AM- Infant Baptism Prep English Xavier-12

7:30 PM- Life Teen Band Rehearsal Choir Room 9 AM- Infant Baptism Prep- Español Faber-5
7:30 PM- Youth Confirmation Sacrament
Class Gonzaga 10:30 AM- Clase de Ciudadanía en Español Xavier-13

10:30 AM- Citizenship Classes in English Xavier-11, 15, & 16

5 PM- Klein Starz Event McGivney Hall

Sunday, September 14
Parish Office Closed
Nursery at 10 AM & 5:15 PM Mass Christus Center

Nursery
Donut Social After 7:30 AM, 10 AM, & 12:30 PM Masses Christus Center
11 AM- Filipino Ministry Fall Festival Prep McGivney Hall

3:30 PM- Middle School Edge Formation Gonzaga

3:30 PM- EC/ Elementary Faith Formation Gonzaga
6:30 PM- High School Life Teen Faith Formation Gonzaga
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Sunday, Sep 07, 2025
Don’t hold back
Do we recognize the Jesus who says, “If  anyone comes to me 
without hating his father and mother, wife and children, he 
cannot be my disciple”? The words seem harsh in comparison 
to the soothing invitation of  the Good Shepherd. Not to 
worry—Jesus is not insisting we abandon family or become 
homeless in order to follow him. But Jesus is saying, without 
doubt, that nothing—no thing and no one—can become so 
central in life that it interferes with doing God’s will to love 
God and love your neighbor as yourself  by being just, showing 
mercy, and walking with God. Jesus’ call is “do as I do. Love as 
I love, hold nothing back. Do this in remembrance of  me.”

TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Wisdom 9:13-18b; Philemon 9-10, 12-17; Luke 14:25-33 (129). 
“Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me cannot be 
my disciple.”

Monday, Sep 08, 2025
Set your sights on love
Disappointments come in all varieties: in finance, romance, 
parenting, and professional fulfillment. Some of  us dream big 
dreams only to reap what seem humble returns. Should we set 
our sights lower, then, to keep disappointment at bay? For his 
part Saint Paul does recommend an attitude adjustment: Aim 
for love. Those who orient their actions and intentions toward 
love of  God will not be disappointed because God is glad to 
employ all things, successes and failures together, to fulfill 
divine purposes. Just ask Saints Joachim and Anne, aged parents 
of  a late-arriving child soon to be called “full of  grace.”

FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED 
VIRGIN MARY
Micah 5:1-4a or Romans 8:28-30; Matthew 1:1-16, 18-23 or 
1:18-23 (636). “We know that all things work for good for those 
who love God.”

Tuesday, Sep 09, 2025
The secret lives of  Christians
The Spanish Jesuit priest Saint Peter Claver spent 40 years 
ministering to African slaves arriving in the port of  Cartegena, 
in what is now Colombia. Many thought he was wasting his 
time and even opposed his work with people whose welfare was 
almost entirely neglected. In the last few years of  his life, Peter 
himself  was nearly forgotten, having become ill and confined to 
his room. Yet his death in 1654 prodded the city into the 
realization they had lost a saint. Even if  your efforts to help 
others go unnoticed or unappreciated—the beneficiaries of  
your goodwill will know you through your works as will God.

MEMORIAL OF PETER CLAVER, PRIEST
Colossians 2:6-15; Luke 6:12-19 (438). “He brought you to life 
along with him.”

Wednesday, Sep 10, 2025
Take a good hard look
What’s not to love about the Beatitudes? Each is a source of  
hope in the midst of  the joys and sorrows of  everyday life. But 
then there’s that curious part that follows that begins with those 
fateful words, “Woe to you,” and that’s about the time we 
decide God is taking on all those “evildoers” out there. It’s 
difficult to hear these words of  admonishment addressed to us, 

yet we must take them to heart and see them as calling us to life. 
Joan of  Arc offers a good prayer for these moments of  
uncertainty: “If  I am in God’s grace, may he keep me there. If  I 
am not, may he put me there.”

Colossians 3:1-11; Luke 6:20-26 (439). “You have taken off  the 
old self  with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being 
renewed.”

Thursday, Sep 11, 2025
You are what you wear
Clothing has a dual purpose: to protect the body from harsh 
weather and to adorn and identify ourselves: the business suit 
of  an executive, the jeans of  a teenager, the uniform of  a 
soldier. In that respect, it makes sense that Saint Paul says we 
should “put on” virtue; we should wear compassion, kindness, 
patience, gentleness as colorfully and obviously as we wear our 
outfits. Paul wants us to wear our allegiance to Christ “on our 
sleeves” if  you will. The Christian display is not meant as a 
boast like a Gucci or Prada logo, but as a simple, humble sign 
that the wearer belongs to Christ, and is thus cloaked in love.

Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 6:27-38 (440). “Over all these put on 
love.”

Friday, Sep 12, 2025
Set a good example
Remember that moment when you first realized: “Oh, my gosh, 
I’m becoming my mother!”—or your father or whoever it was 
staring back at you from the mirror of  your life? We do tend to 
grow up to become like our elders in many ways, whether we 
like it or not. Indeed, we put a lot of  time and effort into trying 
to mold young people. Yet, if  the above is true, we ought to 
spend more energy molding and shaping ourselves to be worthy 
of  emulation. That way, when the student becomes like the 
teacher, we will have made some progress. Remember, says 
Pope Benedict XVI, “a witness of  Christ does not merely 
transmit information but, through the coherency of  his own 
life, becomes a dependable reference point.”

1 Timothy 1:1-2, 12-14; Luke 6:39-42 (441). “No disciple is 
superior to the teacher; but when fully trained, every disciple will be 
like his teacher.”

Saturday, Sep 13, 2025
Simple words of  wisdom
A gifted preacher gains a great following. Take the Early Church 
Father John Chrysostom (347-407) for example. Because of  his 
eloquence, he was given the surname chrysostomos, meaning 
“golden mouthed,” and his sermons are still studied and quoted 
today. What gave his words such power? It is said he avoided 
flowery language and complex images; instead, he spoke simply 
and plainly and applied biblical lessons to everyday life. Here’s 
one sweet example: “The bee is more honored than other 
animals, not because she labors, but because she labors for 
others.” Gifted preaching changes hearts and lives. The next 
time you hear such preaching, let the one who delivered it know 
you appreciate the effort that went into preparing it.

MEMORIAL OF JOHN CHRYSOSTOM, BISHOP, 
DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH
1 Timothy 1:15-17; Luke 6:43-49 (442). “I will show you what 
someone is like who comes to me, listens to my words, and acts on 
them.”
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CELEBRATE WHAT WE BELIEVE  CELEBRANDO LO QUE CREEMOS
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LOVE AS JESUS LOVED                          AMADO COMO JESÚS AMÓ
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GROW YOUR RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS & US
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CRECE TU RELACIÓN CON JESÚS Y NOSOTROS
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Queridos hermanos,
Este fin de semana le damos la bienvenida a casa a los hombres que participaron en el 14.º 

Retiro de ACTS en nuestra parroquia. A ustedes, hermanos, les digo: ¡Bienvenidos a casa! ¡Qué gran 
regalo ha sido su "sí" al Señor, no solo para ustedes, sino también para sus familias y nuestra 
parroquia! En el retiro, encontraron al Dios vivo en la oración, en los sacramentos, en la comunión 
y en el silencio. Pero el retiro no termina al regresar a casa. La llama que se encendió en sus 
corazones debe continuar. ¡Mantengan viva la llama! Compártanla en sus familias, en sus lugares de 
trabajo y aquí en nuestra comunidad parroquial. El retiro ACTS no es solo un encuentro personal con Cristo, sino 
también un llamado a ser un instrumento de acompañamiento. Cuanto más den testimonio de su fe, más otros 
hombres se sentirán atraídos a este encuentro transformador con Cristo. Gracias por su valentía y su apertura; que 
su "sí" resuene en la vida de los demás. Septiembre siempre se siente como un mes de nuevos comienzos, y este año 
no es la excepción. Nuestras clases de formación ya están en marcha, y con ellas llega un momento especial en la vida 
de muchos de nuestros niños, jóvenes y familias. Para algunos, este año traerá la gracia del Sacramento de la 
Reconciliación; para otros, la alegría de recibir la Sagrada Eucaristía por primera vez; y para otros, el poder 
fortalecedor de la Confirmación. Al mismo tiempo, han comenzado nuestras sesiones de OCIA (Orden de Iniciación 
Cristiana de Adultos). Quizás todavía estén acostumbrados a escuchar el término RICA, pero el cambio de "R" (Rito) 
a "O" (Orden) es un profundo recordatorio. Convertirse católico no es un solo momento ritual; es una serie de pasos 
sagrados, celebrados en orden, que llevan a la persona a una inmersión cada vez más profunda en el misterio de 
Cristo y a la comunión con su Iglesia. Hablar de ello como "Convertirse en católico" es realmente la forma más 
precisa. Este proceso nunca es solitario. Así como los primeros discípulos caminaron juntos, también acompañamos 
a estos nuevos hermanos y hermanas en su camino de fe. Y aquí es donde cobra vida nuestro llamado a ser discípulos 
misioneros. Cada uno de nosotros —con nuestra oración, nuestro ejemplo, nuestras palabras y nuestra presencia— 
ayuda a formar a otros en la fe. No podemos exagerar esta verdad: el discipulado no es un camino privado. Es 
siempre una peregrinación que recorremos juntos, como Iglesia, como comunidad, como Cuerpo de Cristo.                                                                                                                   

Hace unas semanas, un grupo de feligreses regresó de su peregrinación a Medjugorje. Profundamente 
conmovidos por su encuentro con la llamada de Nuestra Señora a la conversión y la paz, están iniciando un nuevo 
grupo de oración parroquial. Su formato es sencillo pero conmovedor: reflexión sobre los mensajes de María, el 
Rosario, oración a San Miguel Arcángel, una breve reflexión del Evangelio, una oración de comunión espiritual y 
peticiones. Lo mejor de este grupo es que dura solo 30 minutos y se realiza completamente por teléfono. Todos los 
miércoles por la mañana, de 6:45 a 7:15 a.m., pueden llamar, ya sea desde la mesa de su cocina, su oficina o incluso 
de camino al trabajo, y unirse a sus compañeros feligreses en oración. ¡Qué hermosa manera de comenzar el día! Los 
animo a leer más detalles en el boletín y a considerar unirse a este esfuerzo para arraigar nuestra vida parroquial más 
profundamente en la oración y la intercesión.

Como saben, estamos entrando en nuestro tercer mes sin vicario parroquial. Muchos de ustedes han pedido 
y orado por la llegada de nuestro nuevo sacerdote, y quiero compartir con ustedes la situación actual. El problema 
no reside en la arquidiócesis, sino en inmigración y el proceso de la visa R-1. Lo que antes era un trámite bastante 
rutinario ahora se ha vuelto arduo e impredecible. ¡Imagínense que las autoridades de inmigración les pidieran que 
explicaran a qué se dedica un sacerdote! Aunque algunos podrían pensar erróneamente que nuestra vida se centra 
únicamente en la misa dominical y la lectura de las Escrituras entre semana, ustedes y yo sabemos lo contrario. Desde 
las citas, la consejería, la unción de enfermos, las visitas a familias en crisis, la celebración de bodas y funerales, el 
acompañamiento a los que se están formando y las innumerables tareas diarias de pastorear una parroquia de nuestro 
tamaño, este es un trabajo que solo es posible gracias a la gracia de Dios, y sin duda es de tiempo completo. Comparto 
esto no para quejarme, sino para invitarlos a seguir orando y teniendo paciencia. La arquidiócesis no nos ha olvidado. 
Mantiene su compromiso de asignarnos un vicario parroquial. Por ahora, esperamos juntos, y mientras tanto, les 
agradezco su apoyo, su comprensión y su disposición a acompañarme en esta espera.

Hermanos, nuestra parroquia esta llena de vida y de la gracia del Señor. Los retiros de ACTS reavivan la fe. 
La formación nutre a la próxima generación de discípulos. OCIA abre las puertas de la Iglesia a nuevos miembros. 
Los grupos de oración nos fortalecen en la devoción a Nuestra Señora y a Cristo. Incluso el desafío de esperar a un 
nuevo sacerdote se convierte en una invitación a crecer en paciencia y confianza. Recordemos: no recorremos este 
camino solos. En palabras de San Pablo: «Siendo muchos, formamos un solo Cuerpo en Cristo y en lo que respecta a cada uno, 
somos miembros los unos de los otros. » (Romanos 12,5). Que sigamos caminando juntos, como discípulos misioneros, 
como comunidad parroquial y como personas para los demás.

Con gratitud por cada uno de ustedes y encomendando nuestra parroquia a la amorosa intercesión de San Ignacio de 
Loyola,

COLUMNA DEL PÁRROCO             PASTOR’S COLUMN
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UNETE A NOSOTROS EN NUESTROS EVENTOS           
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SACRAMENTOS      LECTURA        
Domingo, Sep 07, 2025
No te contengas
¿Reconocemos al Jesús que dice, “Si alguien viene a mí sin 
odiar a su padre y a su madre, esposa e hĳos, él no puede 
ser mi discípulo”? Las palabras parecen duras en 
comparación con la invitación calmante del Buen Pastor. 
No te apures—Jesús no es insistente en que 
abandonemos a nuestra familia o nos convirtamos en 
vagabundos para seguirlo. Pero Jesús está diciendo, sin 
duda, que nada—ninguna cosa ni nadie—puede llegar a 
ser tan fundamental en la vida que interfiera con hacer la 
voluntad de Dios para amar a Dios y amar a tu prójimo 
como a ti mismo al ser justo, mostrando misericordia, y 
caminando con Dios. El llamado de Jesús es “hacer como 
yo lo hago. Amar como yo amo, sin contenerse de nada. 
Hagan esto en memoria de mí.”

VIGÉSIMO TERCER DOMINGO EN TIEMPO 
ORDINARIO
Sabiduría 9:13-18b; Filemón 9-10, 12-17; Lucas 14:25-33 
(129). “El que no carga su cruz y me sigue, no puede ser mi 
discípulo.”

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

281-894-7222

EMDR Intensive 
Accelerated Healing for All Trauma

Licensed Counseling
All ages, All Circumstances

Insurance Accepted
Faithful to Church Teachings
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Angie Villanueva Agency
281-205-9077

8500 Cypresswood Dr., Ste. 102
Se Habla Espanol.
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CatholicCharities.org/Donate

Make sure she 
doesn’t go hungry.

Help our food
pantries feed

thousands of others!

DONATE OR VOLUNTEER!
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LAW OFFICE OF
Gloria Villatoro Flores
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