
Archbishop Cordileone Warns of AI’s Dangers at ‘Pro-

Human Assembly’

Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone, whose archdiocese encompasses part of Silicon Valley, said
that while he sees the possibility of great benefits to come from artificial intelligence, he has
recently become concerned by humans’ apparent inability to control the technology.

Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone of the Archdiocese of San Francisco takes part in the Pro-Human Assembly in Washington,
D.C. on Sept. 15, 2026. (photo: Courtesy of Pro-Human Assembly)
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WASHINGTON — At a conference highlighting the threats artificial intelligence poses to

humanity held here on Tuesday, San Francisco Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone told the

Register that he is troubled by recent reports of rogue AI agents involved in a cyberattack. 

https://www.ncregister.com/news/archbishop-cordileone-warns-of-
ai-s-dangers

9/18/26, 10:02 AM Archbishop Cordileone Warns of AI’s Dangers at ‘Pro-Human Assembly’| National Catholic Register

https://www.ncregister.com/news/archbishop-cordileone-warns-of-ai-s-dangers 1/5

https://www.ncregister.com/author/zelda-caldwell
https://www.ncregister.com/section/news
https://www.ncregister.com/


Archbishop Cordileone, whose archdiocese encompasses part of Silicon Valley, said that while

he sees the possibility of great benefits to come from artificial intelligence, he has recently

become concerned by humans’ apparent inability to control the technology.

“My perspective up to about a week ago has been that we need to continue but maybe slow it

down and make sure we put some guardrails in place so it doesn’t get to the point where we

can’t control it,” he said.

“But given what’s happened with this last week, I have to admit, I’m still trying to grapple in

my own mind with what is the right approach,” he said. 

The archbishop was in Washington to take part in “Pro-Human Assembly,” organized by the

nonprofit Future of Life Institute. The event took place amid heightened concern about the

potential threat of AI. A few days before the conference, several technology CEOs joined the

head of the AI company Anthropic’s Dario Amodei in calling for slowing down the development

of AI after revelations that in July rogue AI agents were involved in a cyberattack and conspired

with one another to avoid detection. 

The conference featured a politically diverse slate of speakers, including socialist Democratic

U.S. Sen. Bernie Sanders and former Trump adviser Steve Bannon, who delivered fiery back-to-

back speeches warning of the dire consequences that will come from allowing the unrestricted

development of AI. 

Sanders called for the immediate end to development of AI “superintelligence” — the

technology that could one day surpass human intelligence and its ability to control it.

“Like nuclear weapons, artificial superintelligence is a threat to humanity and must be treated

as such,” he said, noting that even at its present state of development, AI has been used to

create viruses in labs and has been used by Yemen militants to develop guided missiles.

In his speech Bannon said he was optimistic that a grassroots movement, in the spirit of the

American Revolution 250 years ago, could put the brakes on what he characterized as a

takeover of the U.S. economy by technology leaders.

“They have all the power. They have every lobbyist in the city. They have every crisis person.

They have tons of scientists and intellectuals on the payroll. Why is it that they can’t win?

Because the people don’t trust them,” he said.
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In March 2026, the Future of Life Institute, the organizer of the conference, released the “Pro-

Human AI Declaration,” which has since been signed by more than 1.1 million people “united

by a simple conviction: artificial intelligence should serve humanity, not the reverse.”

(L-R) Moderator Jennifer Frey, Director of Classical Liberal Arts and Visiting Professor of Arts and Sciences

at the University of Virginia; Walter Kim, President of the National Association of Evangelicals; Archbishop

Salvatore Cordileone of the Archdiocese of San Francisco take part in the Pro-Human Assembly in

Washington, D.C. on Sept. 15, 2026.

The declaration calls for “trustworthy and controllable AI tools [that] amplify rather than

diminish human potential, empower people, enhance human dignity, protect individual

liberty, strengthen families and communities, preserve self-governance and help create

unprecedented health and prosperity.”

The day-long event, which was attended by about 300 people, featured testimony from parents

of children who died by suicide after communicating with AI chatbots, and Hollywood actors

Ashley Judd and Joseph Gordon-Levitt.
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The archbishop voiced concerns about the harmful effects of artificial intelligence on human

flourishing as part of a panel of faith leaders featured at a conference.

Children, he said, should not be allowed access to AI chatbots because they become a substitute

for human interaction.

“God created us for communion,” Archbishop Cordileone said. “I think we need to keep them

away from this in their formative years, so they develop the capacity to form human

relationships,” Archbishop Cordileone said in the discussion with the National Association of

Evangelicals’ Walter Kim.

Following his remarks, the Register spoke with Archbishop Cordileone about whether AI

technology needs tighter regulation. 

He said he is concerned that if the United States slows down its development of AI, it will allow

China to gain a competitive edge. But, he said, he is worried about the risks of AI getting out of

control if we don’t slow down.

“The ideal would be that everyone is on the same page and everyone is confining it, so these

agents don’t go off and begin acting on their own,” he said.

Archbishop Cordileone was invited to take part in the conference in Washington, he said, in

part because he is the shepherd of the Archdiocese of San Francisco, home to Silicon Valley. 

He noted that St. Patrick’s Seminary in Menlo Park, California, has hosted events and

conferences at its Institute of Philosophy, Technology, and Politics, which opened in 2024. In

recent months, he said, there has been more interest on the part of technology leaders to take

part in their discussions. 

 “I think there’s potential for us to do that now, and we’re beginning to move in that

direction,” he said.

The archbishop noted that Pope Leo’s call in Magnifica Humanitas, his encyclical “on

safeguarding the human person in the time of artificial intelligence,” has made “quite an

impact.”

“The leaders in Silicon Valley I spoke with had all read the encyclical and were appreciative of

it,” he said. “I think the Pope needs to continue to be a moral voice on this.”
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The archbishop said, “The whole world is looking to him for some guidance on this.” 
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