
 1 

 

 
ST. AUGUSTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

September Worship Commission Report 
 
Catechetical Sunday – September 21 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” Matthew 28:19–20 
 

This year’s Catechetical Sunday was a moment of great joy and thanksgiving for our parish. Sixty-six 
(66) Catechists serving in our CCD and Confirmation programs, along with more than twenty (20) Catechists 
devoted to Adult Faith Formation—including OCIA, Baptismal Preparation, and Small Christian Communities—
stood before our community to be commissioned and blessed. 
 

The celebration reminded us of the vital role Catechists play in handing on the Catholic faith—both to 
the young people of our parish and to adults who are seeking God in their lives. Their ministry is not only 
instructional but deeply spiritual, as they witness to the Gospel through their words and actions. As a parish 
family, we continue to hold them in prayer, grateful for their dedication and example. 
 
 
Order of Christian Initiation for Adults (OCIA) – September 14 
“A new heart I will give you, and a new spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body the heart of stone 
and give you a heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within you and make you follow my statutes and be careful to observe my 
ordinances.” 
 

Our OCIA program opened its doors once again on September 14, following the 9:00 AM Community 
Mass. This year we welcome a growing group of participants—eight students have formally enrolled, and 
several others are discerning their involvement. We anticipate around twelve adults will journey with us this 
year. 

 
We are also blessed to welcome three recent graduates of our parish programs—Miguel Diharce, Joey 

Esparrago, and Monica Suarez—who have stepped forward to serve as Catechists. Their willingness to share 
their faith speaks to the spirit of discipleship flourishing in our parish. 
The hybrid format of this year’s program is especially well-suited to the varied schedules of participants, 
ensuring that those with busy lives can still fully engage in preparing for Baptism, Eucharist, and Confirmation. 
 
 
Parish Pilgrimage – August 30 & 31 
“Blessed are those whose strength is in you, whose hearts are set on pilgrimage. As they go through the valley of 
hardship and weeping they make it a place of springs… They go from strength to strength; each one appears before God 
in Zion.” 
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In late August, over fifty parishioners embarked on a two-day local pilgrimage to the Jubilee Churches 
designated in the Archdiocese of San Francisco, as well as the Dioceses of San Jose and Monterey. Guided 
spiritually by Sister Ruth and Father Ifeanyi, pilgrims crossed the Holy Doors in prayer and fellowship, 
deepening their connection to God and one another. 

The pilgrimage was both a sacred and communal experience, and parishioners returned with renewed 
faith and gratitude. Plans are already underway for another pilgrimage in October, offering further 
opportunities to experience the graces of the Jubilee year. 
 
 
Looking Ahead – Reenergizing the Worship Committees 
“Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received. 
Whoever speaks, must do so as one speaking the very words of God; whoever serves, must do so with the strength that 
God supplies.” 
 

As we reflect on these vibrant moments in the life of our parish, it is clear that our Worship 
Committees play a central role in shaping the spiritual vitality of St. Augustine. To build on this momentum, I 
will be working with Fr. Ray to explore ways to reenergize and enrich our Worship Committees in the months 
ahead. 
 

This effort is about strengthening what we already have here at St. Augustine Church. Together, we can 
open doors for more parishioners to get involved and find joy in serving our church. Together, we can create 
more opportunities for ongoing formation of our lay ministers through workshops, retreats, and small group 
gatherings that deepen both faith knowledge and personal spirituality. For example: 

• Offering workshops on liturgical ministry rooted in prayer and practice. 
• Encouraging ministers to adopt individual prayer practices that prepare them for service at the altar. 
• Creating occasional “faith and fellowship” evenings where ministers share their own spiritual journeys 

and learn from one another. 
• Partnering with neighboring parishes for joint training and enrichment sessions. 

 
By focusing on growth and renewal, we hope to continue fostering a community of ministers who not only 

serve faithfully but also feel spiritually nourished and supported in their vocations. 
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Commission on Education Report 
September 25, 2025 Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) Meeting 

Submitted by: Noel Panelo 

 

1. Religious Education (CCD and Confirmation) 

• Catechetical School Year 2025-2026:  As of this writing, we have 276 students registered in our 

CCD and Confirmation programs.  We were at 315 enrollees the same time last year. 

• Welcome Mass:  To open the new catechetical school year, the Faith Formation Program students, 

families, and catechists celebrated Mass on September 13th.  

• First Day of Classes:  September 18th was the first day of school for the Thursday CCD students 

while the Saturday CCD classes was on the 20th.  The 1st day of class for the 2nd year Confirmation 

students is September 24th while the 1st year Confirmation student is on the 25th.  

• Catechetical Sunday:  The catechists were commissioned by Fr. Ray at the 9:00 AM Mass on 

September 21st.     

 

2. Small Christian Communities (SCC) 

• The various groups continue their weekly meetings using a lectionary-based program.   

 

3. Pre-baptismal Catechesis:  We welcomed / will welcome to the Catholic faith the following: 

• August 3rd: Theodore Blaquera and Eleanor Blaquera 

• August 9th: Autumn Jem Arce, Bryson James Apole, and Kaizen Manalo 

• September 6th: Micah Corpus 

• September 7th: Kenzorien Phoenix Manaoat 

• September 13th: Emara del Rosario 

• September 21st: Amara Sulit and Robyn Lacsa 

• September 27th: Mason Grey Parillo, Damian Jones Thepkaisone, and Bennett Montoya 

 

4. Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (RCIA) and Marriage Preparation 

• Please refer to the report provided by Deacon Nestor L. Fernandez, II. 

 

 

 



SAYG and YA report July 2025 
 
August 

● The Service and Leadership Team (SALT) meetings have started on the 

1st and 3rd weekend of August to discuss plans for events and youth 

group meetings. 
● St. Augustine Youth group meetings (SAYG) have started the same 

weeks as SALT meetings from 3:30-5pm. 

● Planning for both the First and Second Year Retreat Teams have been 

meeting every week to plan for the upcoming retreats next year. 

● The Monthly Youth and Young Adult Holy Hour will be held on August 

20th, celebrated by Fr. Ifaeanyichukwu Henry Uwabunkeonye. 

● Young Adults prepared a dance performance for the St. Augustine Fiesta 

on August 26th 

● A SAYG booth was on display for the memorial of the history of 

St.Augustine which displayed the years of SAYG from the early 2000s to 

present. 

 

          Ecology Committee  

● Ecology Committee held their first waste sorting demo/tutorial with the 

Knights of Columbus (August  3, 2025) in an effort to not only train the 

Knights to be Ecology Stewards for their own fellowship but to recruit them 

to support waste sorting during other SAC fellowships. 

● Ecology Committee hosted a trash sorting station during Fiesta; 

committee members used the event to invite attendees to sort and stack 

their own waste. Sorting and stacking yielded ONLY ONE full trash bag for 

the entire day.  

 

 

 

 



September: 
● The Service and Leadership Team (SALT) meetings have started on the 

1st and 3rd weekend of September due to the activities of On Fire. 
● St. Augustine Youth group meetings (SAYG) occur after the SALT 

meetings to grow with peers and other leaders through discussion and 

activities surrounding different faith topics. 

● First and Second Year Retreat Teams continue to their meetings for the 

confirmation retreat. 

● The Monthly Youth and Young Adult Holy Hour will be held on September 

17th, celebrated by Fr. Ifaeanyichukwu Henry Uwabunkeonye. 

● St. Augustine Youth Group (SAYG) attended On Fire NorCal at Six Flags 
Discovery Kingdom on September 13th. The participating youth 
experienced adoration and mass with other schools, youth groups, and 
bishops across Northern California. The youth also listened to different 
guest speakers like Joe Melendrez and saw relics of Saints Carlo Acutis 
and Pier Giorgio Frassati. 

 
Upcoming: 

● Planning for upcoming fall fundraiser 
● St. Matthew Faith Formation Conference 

○ November 7th and 8th 
● Team social event for Halloween  
● Collaboration/participation in Trunk or Treat with Education Ministry 
● Ecology Adopt-A-Drain maintenance of SAC storm drains prior to rainy season 
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Service Commission Report - Sept 25, 2025 
Submitted by Rita Liu 
 

1. Hospitality Sunday 
a. The weekly Hospitality Sunday after the 9AM Mass continues to be well attended by parishioners and 

visitors. Supplies continued to be provided by the Parish Office. As part of the Parish Hall 
maintenance, the supply closet was recently cleaned and painted. Donut orders were canceled last 
August 23 (KOC Pancake Breakfast) and September 14 (Fr. Eric’s Memorial Mass), and credit applied 
to February 2026.  The price of ground coffee remains at its highest. Efforts to announce the correct 
host for the week in the Flocknote announcement should be taken to avoid confusion. Rosabel 
Santander will be in charge of Donut Sunday Hospitality onward. We have 11 more Donut Sundays 
left for the 2025 Calendar. 
 

2. Jubilee 2025 Ad Hoc Committee 
a. SAC Featured in CSF Online Magazine: 

i. July event: Catholic San Francisco Online Magazine: Parish addresses mental health in Year of 
Hope workshops (By Christina Gray) 

ii. August event: St. Augustine Parish Marks 55 Years with Multi-Day Festival 
 

3. August - Journeying with Saint Augustine Parishioners 
a. August 19 to 28 - Morning hospitality after Saint Augustine & St. Monica Novena sponsored by 

select parishioners.  

 
 

4. Saturday, August 23 - Feast of Saint Augustine & Fiesta - Members of KOC and P&G, and other volunteers 
took care of setting up the stage,  tables, and chairs. Cleo Cruz and Rosabel Santander led the decorations in 
the tent area. The Fiesta reception was served in the courtyard after the Mass. Food prepared by Tess 
Hernandez and her team for over 30 0  people, and was served by Jinkee Raymundo and members of SVDP. 
Denise Guevarra with Sean Berber and members of the Ecology Committee handled the food waste and 
recycling. Entertainment provided by Christine Adiaz and members of the Children’s Choir (Highlights of 
Sound of Music). The Karaoke (evening program) and food concession (Filipino Street Food) were handled by 
P&G Choir. It was well attended and a very successful event. Participants, including priests, showcased their 
singing abilities. 

https://sfarch.org/parish-addresses-mental-health-in-year-of-hope-workshops/
https://sfarch.org/parish-addresses-mental-health-in-year-of-hope-workshops/
https://sfarch.org/st-augustine-parish-marks-55-years-with-multi-day-festival/


 
Service Commission Report - Sept 25, 2025 
Submitted by Rita Liu 
 

5. Sunday, August 24 - A Breakfast pancake (in lieu of Donut Sunday) was hosted by Cris & Helen and friends 
(The Marthas) and KOC after the 9AM Mass. Pancakes, sausage, and eggs were served, along with coffee an  
tea.  

6. Parish Festivities (August 24 to 28) 
a. Food Concession - planning and implementation were coordinated by Rita Liu with Patricia 

Abdelalim. A variety of food was sold each night starting at 5:30pm. Food concession Willie's 
Catering and Inda & Mely Catering each donated two (2) large deep trays of food (worth ~$500).  
Regular volunteers assisted with the nightly food concession (set-up, food sale, and clean up).  Sabina 
Gotuaco and Mila Braganza handled the payments from the food sale. Food Sale Revenue after 
expenses: $2,778.91 
 

b. Afternoon/Evening Program - A variety of programs were coordinated each night, which was well 
attended.  Attendees commented that we should consider offering these activities at least once a 
month in our parish.  

i. BINGO Game - Hosted by Vivian and team. The tent was filled by parishioners to full 
capacity. There were lots of prizes awarded.  

ii. Ministry Family Feud (KOC vs. Chorale) - was coordinated by Khay & Deo Acosta, Nerissa 
Broas, and RIta Liu.  The game participants were members from the KOC and Chorale Choir 
group, hosted by Robert Mendoza (as Steve Harvey).  It was a fun event as the two groups 
battled it out for four rounds, resulting in the Chorale winning the game.  

iii. Family Movie night - We had over 50 people attend the movie night.  Attendees of all ages 
came wearing their PJs to watch “Lilo & Stitch, the movie 2025” in the parish hall. Free 
popcorn was provided to the attendees, as well as other snacks donated by the Trinidad 
family.  

iv. Dance Party- Fr. Ifeanyi and Young Adults opened the evening program, followed by the 
dance instruction with a Professional Dance Instructor. This was notably the most attended 
activity of the week-long festivities.  

v. Paint & Sip Night - Activity led by Professional Artist: Jamon (Deacon Nestor recruited); We 
had 34 participants ($340) who attended the session. Participants enjoyed sipping a variety 
of wines and cocktails courtesy of Khay and Deo Acosta.  

vi. Cultural Night -The Pintig ng Puso (Filipino Dance Troupe from Epiphany) opened the 
program, followed by the performance of the SSF Hula Student Group Led by Mary Ann 
Narvaez. 

c. Free Nightly Raffle Drawing of Prizes - Activity was led by Mila Braganza and Bert Nocum; The 
nightly program was closed with raffle drawing. There were many raffle prizes awarded each night. 
Two special prizes (Charcoal Portraits by Bert Nocum) were awarded. 
 

7. August 30-31 - Jubilee Overnight Pilgrimage (local). The overnight pilgrimage was a big success, and a great 
way to close the SAC Fiesta celebration. Fr. Ifeanyi and Sr. Ruth led the pilgrimage with 50 pilgrims from 14 
parishes.  The accommodation at Mission San Antonio de Padua was very good. The rooms, kitchen and 
dining room were renovated. Fr. Ifeanyi led the spiritual reflection in the evening and we closed the evening 
with prayers and singing the Pilgrims of Hope Hymn.  Another Pilgrimage is being planned by Patricia in 
October. 
  



 
Service Commission Report - Sept 25, 2025 
Submitted by Rita Liu 
 

8. September - Jubilee of the 55th Founding of Saint Augustine Church 
a. RSVP - 535 attendees (Parishioners & Friends, Clergy, Filipino Ministry of ADSF) 
b. Venue: SSF Conference Center 
c. Planning Committee (24 members) 

i. We received multiple Sponsorships ($500, $1K, $2.5K, $5K levels) and Souvenir Ads 
(Full Page Ads will receive a hard copy of the program) 

ii. People who were unable to attend made monetary donations. 
iii. Complimentary Guests (Priests) and Sponsored guests (37 Children) 
iv. Door opens at 6:30pm for guest check-in and dinner will be served at 7:30pm 
v. Program includes (short SAC History in-between) 

1. Presentation of Priests 
2. Recognition of Sagalas 
3. Performances from five groups (The Levites, Children’s Choir & Christine, Waltz, 

P& G, and Mambo group) 
4. Open dance floor 
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d. September - SAC’s 55th Anniversary Gala is scheduled on Saturday, September 27 at SSF 
Conference Center. The SAC Gala Committee is currently focused on selling dinner tickets and 
soliciting souvenir program Ad placements and sponsorships. All proceeds will go towards defraying 
costs of DJ, Decorations, Complimentary guests, etc. All remaining proceeds will go towards 
renovation/maintenance repairs of the Parish Hall. 
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