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1. GENERAL POLICY

AFP 1.1
2021/Renewed
NCBA Agricultural Policy Statement

This statement will guide NCBA’s actions on behalf of the cattle industry in influencing the government relating to agriculture. Under this statement, NCBA’s priorities are to:

1.	Achieve a reduction in federal spending and the deficit.
2.	Minimize direct federal involvement in agriculture.
3.	Preserve the right of individual choice in the management of land, water, and other resources.
4. 	Preserve the right of individual choice in the management of contracts and marketing.
5. 	Preserve the freedoms provided within the Constitution.
6.	Provide an opportunity to compete in foreign markets.
7.	Oppose farm policy which favors one producer or commodity over another.
8.	Support opportunities for young men and women to enter the beef cattle business and provide experiences and education to enhance their marketability within the industry.

Natural Resource Policy
Government policy should enhance the individual’s right of free choice in land use, soil conservation, water conservation, energy use, and development as long as the individual minimizes accepted soil loss limits, that are based upon sound science. State laws and individual private rights should be preeminent in the use of water and other natural resources.

Marketing Policy
National agricultural policy should be oriented to a free, private enterprise, competitive market system. Farm policy should be discouraged which:

1.	Guarantees profit.
2.	Restricts the operation of the competitive marketplace.
3. 	Does not allow for both parties’ consent in writing to use arbitration. 

Private enterprise alternatives in marketing and risk management should be developed and encouraged as the preferred alternative to government programming.

Commodity Programs Policy
Government farm commodity programs influence, change and distort the price and supply of beef cattle. The impact can be indirect, as when grain prices are affected by a government program or direct, as when dairy payment program results in dairy cattle slaughter or retention.
Any commodity program must include thorough consideration of the impact of subsidies and guarantees for given commodities on other commodity sectors and on domestic and foreign markets, before the program is adopted. Any government programs which would have a substantial negative effect on cattlemen need to be opposed and prevented.

Recognizing the high degree of government intervention in agriculture and the potential economic disruption of an immediate end to commodity programs, NCBA supports a transition or phase-out period for programs that may be eliminated.

It is not in the national, farm, or individual producer interest to vest the government with authority to:

1.	Set prices.
2.	Underwrite inefficient production.
3.	Manipulate domestic supply, demand, cost, or price.

The principal focus of government farm policy should be to promote a free market, private enterprise farm economy. Every effort should be made to develop an integrated domestic-foreign trade policy which encourages:

1.	Reciprocity.
2.	Comparative advantage.
3.	Elimination of unfair trade restrictions.
4.	Movement toward private enterprise and free markets.

NCBA strongly opposes direct cash payments to any segment of the livestock industry for the purpose of offsetting low market prices except for:

1.	Payments made for natural disasters.
2.	Efforts to establish commodity/revenue insurance programs in lieu of emergency disaster programs.







AFP 1.6
2021/Renewed
Domestic Energy Policy

WHEREAS, the beef industry and the rest of agriculture have faced times when inputs that are direct or indirect derivatives of crude oil reached elevated price levels, and

WHEREAS, there is a need for credible energy policy, and

WHEREAS, domestic and international demands for crude oil and diesel fuel, at times, create worldwide shortages, and

WHEREAS, the survival of the beef industry and agriculture depend upon the ability to explore for domestic energy and maintain refining capacities for crude oil in the U.S. to maintain an adequate supply of fossil fuel-based energy sources and the refining capacity for that oil,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that NCBA supports national policy that:

1.	Is proactive and supports environmentally responsible domestic exploration and extraction of all fossil fuel-based energy sources in any region of the U.S. that is found to hold reserves.
2.	Brings immediate relief in the regulatory and permitting arena to expedite both new construction and renovation of existing refineries.
3.	Leads to the U.S. energy independence.
4.	Reinforces NCBA's position as a leader in the coordination and resolution of environmental and natural resource issues.

AFP 1.7
2021/Renewed
National Beef Cattle Evaluation Consortium

WHEREAS, genetic technologies, methods for genomic selection of seedstock animals, and the development of new traits with Expected Progeny Differences (EPDs) is rapidly evolving, and

WHEREAS, the success of beef cattle genetic evaluation has also been greatly influenced by the existence of an established delivery system for making EPDs readily available to all producers, which includes breed associations, artificial insemination organizations, and individual seedstock producers through their dissemination of superior genetics based on EPDs and genomically-enhanced EPDs, and

WHEREAS, under the umbrella of the National Beef Cattle Evaluation Consortium (NBCEC) many collaborators have combined expertise to focus resources more efficiently in the advancement of genetic research leading to the development of a nationally organized effort in beef cattle genetics and genomic research, and

WHEREAS, seedstock and commercial beef producers are confronted with a plurality of genetic selection tools including a multitude of EPDs and economic selection indices to facilitate sire selection, and estimates of breed differences and heterosis to design breeding programs, and

WHEREAS, there is great economic benefit to expedite the transfer of this genetic and genomic evaluation technology in a practical and functional form to the seedstock and commercial beef industry, and

WHEREAS, the ability to influence the genetics of U.S. beef cattle has enhanced our competitiveness of beef production both domestically and globally, and

WHEREAS, the funding of consortium efforts currently does not exist outside of competitive federal grants, which does not allow for the long-range planning necessary to take research from development to implementation and reduces the scope of consortium efforts,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA shall seek a permanent commitment of annual federal funding to be allocated to the Agriculture Research Service (ARS), where research efforts will focus on such areas as:

1. Methodology to include new sources of DNA information into genetic evaluation programs.
2. Expanding multi-breed applications for genetic evaluation.
3. Development of selection tools for emerging economically relevant traits.
4. Development of software to enable informed use of the pluralities of available selection tools to facilitate breeding selection decisions and enhance profitability in breeding programs.






2. TRANSPORTATION

AFP 2.4
2021/Renewed
Transportation

WHEREAS, transportation issues continue to create challenges for producers across the nation when hauling cattle and equipment,
	
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA supports updating the Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act to facilitate producers’ abilities to operate in today’s environment as follows:

· Create uniformity and reciprocity of farm exemptions for Class C licenses across all states.
· Create a uniform mileage exemption for farm use of vehicles over 26,000 pounds Gross Vehicle (current Class A Non-Commercial).
· Eliminate Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) and Department of Transportation (DOT) number requirements for vehicle combinations for farm use only exemption.
· Provide opportunity for the purchase of permits by commercially licensed trucks hauling farm commodities up to 100,000 pounds or the maximum allowed by states that exceed 100,000 pounds.

	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports changing the definition of “Covered Farm Vehicle” to those farm vehicles under the gross vehicle weight rating or gross weight of 36,001 pounds and exempt such vehicles from commercial vehicle regulations.

3. FEDERAL FARM PROGRAMS

AFP 3.1
2021/Renewed
Federal Farm Programs

WHEREAS, NCBA’s policy supporting less government involvement may result in incentive payment programs being developed without NCBA’s input,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA approves the following parameters that would allow us to be involved in the discussions surrounding any federal farm program being developed:

1.	An economic review being conducted on the effect on all segments of the beef industry before implementation of a non-emergency program.
2.	Evidence of a true need for the program.
3.	That all programs must have an ending date, a full analysis of the results of the program, and whether there is a continuing need for the program.
4. 	That any program shall encourage private enterprise and minimize government involvement in agriculture.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA pursues legislation and/or regulatory action in the federal government within these parameters.

AFP 3.2
2021/Renewed
Crop Insurance

BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA supports the concept of Federal Crop Insurance nationwide for all forages with the ultimate goal of substituting disaster and drought relief programs with crop insurance.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, this program should involve the private sector as well as federal resources and would be a voluntary program.

AFP 3.3
2021/Renewed
FSA/NRCS Consolidation

WHEREAS, soil conservation is of continuing importance to the beef industry, and

WHEREAS, it is important that separation of regulatory and technical assistance in this area occurs,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA vigorously opposes any abolishment of the NRCS or combining NRCS under FSA and supports adequate funding for NRCS technical assistance to meet science-based, ecologically, and economically sound conservation needs.

AFP 3.5
2021/Renewed
Agricultural Research Funding

WHEREAS, NCBA has established policy goals in the areas of food safety, conservation, the environment, animal health, and other areas, and

WHEREAS, funding for agricultural research to support these policies has been significantly reduced over the past several years, and

WHEREAS, introduction of emerging exotic diseases pose a threat to the domestic beef industry, and

WHEREAS, research and funding to combat these emerging risks will continually reduce the research funding available to pursue NCBA policy goals, and

WHEREAS, an Economic Research Service comprehensive literature review indicated there have been 64 reviews of the return on investment in agriculture research and extension from 1915 through 1985 and these studies document a positive return of investment of 46.7 percent, and

WHEREAS, agricultural research and extension continues to be an excellent investment of public resources,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA supports adequate federal funding for agricultural research.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports research which will protect the profitability, global competitiveness, and long-term viability of America’s cattle and beef producers.

AFP 3.7
2021/New
ACEP-ALE Funding

WHEREAS, 11 million acres of agriculture land have been lost to high and low density development in the U.S. between 2001 and 2016, and 

WHEREAS, the Agriculture Conservation Easement Program (ACEP) can play a key role in rural America for production agriculture, and 

WHEREAS, ACEP’s Agricultural Land Easement Program (ACEP-ALE) allows farmers to sell development rights and keep the land in production,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA supports: 
1.	Increasing ACEP-ALE funding to meet the need.
2.	Increasing the ceiling on the eligible federal share for ACEP conservation easement to 80% of the easement value.
3.	Allowing for ACEP-ALE funds to be used to cover transaction costs incurred by landowners and the eligible entity facilitating the transaction, as well as project startup costs.


4. DISASTER RELIEF


5. HAYING AND GRAZING


6. LABOR ISSUES

AFP 6.1
2021/Renewed
Labor/Unionization

WHEREAS, legislative proposals have been made that would enable labor unions to rapidly boost their membership numbers to the detriment of employee and employer rights, and

WHEREAS, such legislation would hinder future economic growth and job creation,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA oppose the Employee Free Choice Act and any other effort that would:
1. Take away an employee's right to privacy by allowing a card check system instead of secret ballot voting to organize a union.
2. Force collective bargaining upon businesses and their employees who neither need it nor want it.
3. Require forced arbitration to determine wages and benefits without a ratification vote by employees.

AFP 6.2
2021/Renewed
Labor—Orderly Marketing

WHEREAS, NCBA recognizes that various historic labor practices have had an adverse effect upon the orderly marketing and efficient production of our product,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA opposes any effort which would be restrictive in the efficient movement of agricultural products to domestic and foreign consumers, including:

1.	Discrimination in the sale of red meats (i.e., restriction of sale hours and marketing of fabricated products).
2. 	Labor union actions to control or restrain the movement of agricultural products.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA shall make efforts to inform consumers of labor or management practices which contribute to higher food costs.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA agrees with the concept that losses sustained by strikes, boycotts, or other organized labor action should be reimbursable to the producers and processors suffering said losses.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA opposes all actions that would result in reduced labor productivity or increased labor costs directly related to the production, transportation, processing, or marketing of our product.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA endorses the concept of fair and equitable salaries for value and production received.

AFP 6.3
2021/Amended
Labor—Wage and Employee Standards/Davis-Bacon Exemption/Worker’s Compensation/ Unemployment Compensation

WHEREAS, the cattle and beef industry provides unique employment opportunities to inexperienced individuals, in addition to skilled and para- professional livestock workers, and

WHEREAS, the cattle and beef industry also provides employment and training opportunities for those individuals who can work on a temporary basis, and

WHEREAS, the agricultural employers of the U.S. do not have the opportunity to pass on the additional cost of mandatory unemployment compensation deductions, and

WHEREAS, agricultural employees are presently protected under the Special Unemployment Assistance Program, and

WHEREAS, Congressional action in this area would impose additional requirements on agricultural employers, thereby interfering with states’ rights, and

WHEREAS, agricultural labor is generally excluded from various state and federal unemployment compensation programs, and

WHEREAS, mandated programs do not recognize the unique and often seasonal nature of agricultural labor, and

WHEREAS, NCBA believes in, and subscribes to, the principle of paying employees a reasonable, living wage for services performed,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA opposes arbitrary raises in the minimum wage.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, wages, benefits, and hours of employment should be by mutual agreement between the employer and employee.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports an exemption of agricultural activities from the provisions of the Davis-Bacon Act.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA believes each state should be allowed to exercise its own rights in enactment of State Worker’s Compensation laws and NCBA opposes any Federal Worker’s Compensation Legislation affecting agriculture.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA opposes federal legislation extending unemployment compensation to agriculture.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA opposes unemployment deductions on family farm corporate members or other persons not eligible to receive unemployment compensation benefits.

AFP 6.4
2021/Renewed
Labor Relations Act

WHEREAS, NCBA recognizes that efforts may continue in some areas to organize agricultural workers into unions, nevertheless, NCBA does not believe the agricultural industry will be well-served by bringing agriculture under a National Labor Relations Act, and

WHEREAS, agriculture is now exempt from the existing National Labor Relations Act,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA work to protect agriculture’s current exemption and oppose any attempt to bring agriculture under any federal labor relations act, whether it be the present act, or a subsequent national agricultural labor relations statute which might be devised.


AFP 6.5
2021/Renewed
Labor—Right-To-Work and Secondary Boycotts

WHEREAS, compulsory union membership is contrary to the basic principles of individual freedom upon which this nation was founded, and

WHEREAS, union organizational efforts have included such coercive tactics as secondary boycotts, strikes at harvest time, unreasonable picketing, threats, destruction of private property, and bodily injury, and

WHEREAS, unions are using their members’ dues for political activities, and

WHEREAS, since conferring upon unions the authority to draw up and enforce closed shop rules is, in effect, giving non-governmental bodies compulsory licensing and taxing authority, and

WHEREAS, a closed shop contributes to the power of unions to tie up entire industries and/or segments of the economy which is a dangerous threat to the rights of all citizens and the nation itself,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA supports the passage of “Right-to-Work” laws in those states where they are not part of the statutes and will support efforts to retain laws in states where they are a matter of record.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA defends the provisions of the federal law which assures states the right to enact “Right-to-Work” laws, and insists the law be enforced against secondary boycotts.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Congress is urged to repeal those provisions of the National Labor Relations Act (NLRA) and the Railway Labor Act (RLA) which authorize and foster the practice of compulsory unions.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports a position that would prohibit unions from using dues for any political activity, including “in kind” support.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA urges Congress to pass laws increasing the authority of the President of the United States to prevent strikes and other work stoppages which cause serious harm to the general public and to agriculture.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA opposes any legislation that would extend the federal authorization of compulsory union membership to agricultural employees or to any other employees not now covered by such provision.

AFP 6.9
2021/Amended
Mexico Border Policy

WHEREAS, entry of illegal immigrants from Mexico poses various safety risks for cattlemen and their property along the U.S.-Mexico border, and

WHEREAS, ranchers in border counties are experiencing serious damages caused by illegal immigrant activities, and

WHEREAS, current security measures, and funding for law enforcement assets deployed on the U.S. – Mexico border are not sufficient to secure the border, and

WHEREAS, the Arizona Cattle Growers’ Association has developed a “Restore Our Border” plan, which calls for:

1.	Securing the border along the international boundary.
2.	Adding sufficient personnel to secure the border.
3.	Providing the personnel with all the modern technology and resources necessary to enforce security at the international boundary.
4.	Enhancing civil and governmental communications to provide full coverage throughout the border region.

WHEREAS, achieving immediate border security is the most important factor in protecting U.S. citizens from illegal activity associated with smuggling,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA supports reimbursement of property owners for damages caused by illegal immigrant activities.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA encourages Congress and the Department of Homeland Security to do whatever possible to secure the border.






7. BEEF SAFETY

AFP 7.4
2021/Renewed
Beef Industry Commitment to Food
Safety Interventions

WHEREAS, the reduction of all food safety pathogens continues to be a top priority for the beef industry, and

WHEREAS, NCBA members welcome the opportunity to work in collaboration with industry stakeholders, government, researchers, and international bodies, and

WHEREAS, NCBA continues to be a leader in proactively identifying the most pressing knowledge gaps, furthering scientific knowledge, and finding solutions in order to continually improve beef safety while also ensuring food security, and

WHEREAS, there is not a “silver-bullet” for a common intervention application for pre- or post- harvest,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA supports the multidisciplinary approach to identify and develop interventions along the entire food chain to address key knowledge hurdles and develop targeted solutions.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports a collaborative approach to extensive research to ensure that intervention applications are science-based and designed for industry application.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports educational initiatives developed to assist the industry in making informed decisions when new intervention technologies become commercially available.

AFP 7.5
2021/Renewed
Beef Industry Commitment to Reduce Foodborne Pathogens

WHEREAS, O157:H7 and non-O157 Shiga toxin-producing E. coli and other foodborne pathogens have been associated with serious public health problems in humans, and

WHEREAS, the cattle and beef industry is committed to prevent and eliminate the presence of all pathogenic bacteria capable of increasing the burden on public health,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA reaffirms its commitment to further reduce the risks associated with pathogenic Shiga toxin-producing E. coli utilizing scientifically proven production practices and technologies, and its goal to produce, deliver, and serve wholesome and safe beef for each and every family.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA shall continue to work with all segments of the beef industry and government to pursue interventions and/or practices that will reduce the prevalence of pathogenic bacteria throughout the beef industry and seek the necessary regulatory approvals and implementation across the industry.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA strongly supports funding from the public and private sectors for research to establish prevalence and incidence of pathogenic bacteria that produce toxins with human health consequences.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports research, in conjunction with risk assessment, being utilized to develop strategies to minimize the risk of human exposure from all pathogenic bacteria capable of increasing the burden on public health.

8. INSPECTION

AFP 8.1
2021/Renewed
Imported Meat Inspection Equivalency

WHEREAS, standards of meat inspection in foreign plants exporting meat to the U.S. are required by law to be equivalent to U.S. meat inspection standards,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, slaughter, processing, and transporting facilities that handle foreign meats for importation to the U.S. shall be subject to equivalent inspection and sanitation requirements applicable to federally inspected plants in the US..

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, imported meat shall be subject to the same restrictions as domestically produced meat with respect to feed additives, antibiotics, pesticides, biological hazards, and other chemicals.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA shall periodically review the current FSIS foreign meat inspection programs at ports of entry. This review should include an analysis of antibiotic/chemical residue testing protocols and evaluation of microbiological profiles of imported products.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, FSIS shall provide an annual report to the public of efforts to ensure the equivalency of foreign meat inspection systems.


AFP 8.3
2021/Renewed
FSIS National Residue Monitoring Program

WHEREAS, consumer confidence in beef is a critical issue for the cattle industry, and

WHEREAS, chemical residues are an important factor influencing consumer attitudes,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA strongly encourages FSIS to maintain or improve the specificity and sensitivity of the present level of testing in the National Residue Monitoring Program, and to develop a risk-based chemical residue monitoring program.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA encourages FSIS to make the results of the National Residue Monitoring Program available on a timely basis.

9. NUTRITION & HEALTH

AFP 9.1
2021/Renewed
Nutrition & Health Statement of Principles

BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA adopts the following statement of principles for nutrition and health issues:

Introduction:
As producers, processors, and marketers of the nation’s beef supply, we are committed to providing a wholesome, nutritious food, and to communicating accurate information about beef's nutritional qualities and the role of beef in a healthful diet. We pledge to use the following principles to guide our actions and communications about beef in regard to nutrition and health.

Principles:
1.	We will provide factual, scientifically supported information about beef to help consumers make informed choices about what they eat.
2.	We support the Dietary Guidelines for Americans recognizing that there are a variety of ways to achieve a healthy diet, and further, we believe that the overwhelming scientific evidence shows that dietary balance, variety, and moderation coupled with appropriate physical activity provides the foundation for a healthful life.
3.	We are committed to conducting and participating in programs to actively disseminate accurate information about the nutritional advantages of beef in a healthful and balanced diet and lifestyle.
4.	We recognize the important role of health professionals and nutrition educators in providing nutrition information and are committed to working with them and their professional organizations to communicate accurate information about nutrition and health.
5. We believe that dietary balance, variety, moderation, and physical activity are the keys to health, and we also encourage individuals with specific health concerns that require dietary modification to consult a physician followed by nutrition counseling from a Registered Dietitian/Nutritionist.
6. We support research on the nutritional qualities of beef and will accurately communicate research findings to help consumers make informed decisions about their diet.
7.	We recognize that consumers want foods that are good tasting and convenient as well as nutritious and will support research to provide beef products that meet these consumer demands.

AFP 9.2
2021/Renewed
Nutrient and Food Consumption Survey

WHEREAS, USDA has always had the primary responsibility for nutrient and food consumption data collection, and

WHEREAS, other government agencies and private sector groups are also doing nutrient and food consumption surveys, and

WHEREAS, nutrient and food consumption data influence the scientific and consumer perception of beef’s role in the diet, and

WHEREAS, the Nutrition Monitoring Act of 1990 requires more harmony among government agencies in surveying food consumption and nutrient intake,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA advocates the primary responsibility of food consumption and nutrient intake data collection remain at the USDA.

AFP 9.3
2021/Renewed
USDA National Nutrient Database for Standard Reference

WHEREAS, the beef checkoff has collaborated with USDA to update the database on the nutrient content of beef as compiled in the USDA National Nutrient Database for Standard Reference, and

WHEREAS, data in the USDA National Nutrient Database for Standard Reference reflects the current nutrient values of many popular retail beef cuts, and

WHEREAS, current values more accurately reflect today’s leaner, trimmer beef, which is significantly lower in fat and cholesterol, and

WHEREAS, the current release also includes outdated information and nutrient values of many cuts no longer popular at retail and no longer reflective of consumer eating habits, and

WHEREAS, there remain some cuts of beef not reflected in the current data, and

WHEREAS, there is inconsistency of nutrient data representation across protein species,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA shall collaborate with USDA to update the database with popular beef cut data reflecting consumer eating habits and encourages the use of current data by other government agencies and other groups issuing dietary recommendations with regard to beef.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA encourages USDA to represent data fairly and consistently across protein species in the database.

AFP 9.4
2021/Amended
Imitation and Substitute Products

BE IT RESOLVED, in the interest of not misleading consumers, NCBA takes the position that manufacturers and distributors of non-beef products or other products designed to imitate or substitute for beef and beef products should be prohibited in product promotion, advertising, or labeling from using pictures or pictorial facsimiles of beef and beef products, and from using names of natural beef and beef products or terms directly associated by the consumer with the natural products.

AFP 9.5
2021/Amended
Dietary Recommendation Issues

WHEREAS, government-funded agencies and health organizations continue to issue dietary guidelines to promote health and are influencing food choices, and

WHEREAS, beef—with its high nutrient density—makes an important nutrient contribution to a variety of healthy dietary patterns,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA:

1. Encourage USDA to frequently update and disseminate factual information based on sound science on the nutrient composition of the various beef cuts, information which includes data on the actual content of fat, saturated fat, cholesterol, and other essential nutrients in cooked beef cuts.
2. Encourage government agencies and health organizations to disseminate information on the actual nutrient content of beef, showing that numerous cuts of beef can be part of recommended healthy dietary patterns.
3. Encourage government agencies and health organizations to recognize and point out in their information programs the role of beef in sound nutrition education programs.
4. Work with other organizations to continue to effectively inform health professionals and other nutrition information sources, including the news media, and with members of the food industries, in order to gain wider awareness of beef’s actual nutrient density and its important role in providing essential nutrients in diets.
5. Encourage continued research on beef’s role in nutrition, diet, and health.
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1. ANIMAL CARE 


2. BRUCELLOSIS 


3. DRUGS AND BIOLOGICS 

CH 3.4 
2021/Amended
Fluoroquinolone Use 

WHEREAS, FDA has approved the use of fluoroquinolone in beef cattle for respiratory disease, and 
 	
WHEREAS, NCBA’s BQA programs encourage the cooperation of veterinarians, nutritionists, and the pharmaceutical industry, 
 	
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA recognizes and endorses the FDA regulations for fluoroquinolone use which clearly prohibit the extra label use of this class of antibiotics. 

CH 3.5
2021/Amended 
Illegal Drug Use 

WHEREAS, NCBA supports an active BQA program, and 

 	WHEREAS, NCBA has repeatedly opposed illegal or improper use of pharmaceuticals or biologicals in cattle, and 

 	WHEREAS, there have been reported incidences of deliberate misuse of such products, 
 	
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA supports aggressive control and prosecution of suppliers and/or users of illegal products.

CH 3.6
2021/Renewed
Harmonization of Biologic Manufacturing 

WHEREAS, the World Trade Organization (WTO) calls for the harmonization of production, regulation, and policy of veterinary biologic manufacturing, and 

 	WHEREAS, the USDA-APHIS Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) has shown itself to be adequate and effective for the regulation of production of biologics within the U.S., and 

 	WHEREAS, adopting European Union (EU) style regulations would result in restricted availability and significant increases or in product cost for producers, 

 	THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA supports USDA-APHIS 9 CFR as the regulatory mechanism controlling the production and marketing of veterinary biologics in the U.S. 

 	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA opposes adoption of the European system, and harmonization with the EU under the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade should be accomplished via mutual recognition basis equivalence as evaluated by scientific methods.

CH 3.7
2021/Renewed
Drug Compounding Policy Statement 

WHEREAS, NCBA recognizes that in some situations veterinarians need to use their professional training to compound therapeutic products from bulk materials to provide adequate animal care for cattle producers, 

 	 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, to maintain integrity of the cattle and beef industry and the wholesome reputation of beef, drug compounding should be utilized only in very limited situations, such as antidotes and some euthanasia products, in order to better control the risks of the residue violations that could occur from the use of such products.

CH 3.11
2021/Amended
Pharmaceutical Labeling/Approval 

WHEREAS, food safety and quality is the number one concern of the livestock industry and the expedient approval of new and efficacious products for use in cost-effective livestock production is lacking, 

 	THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA shall work with FDA and pharmaceutical companies to streamline the approval and labeling process of new and existing livestock products and to continue supporting veterinarian-client-patient relationships in cases where extra label use is the only effective means of treatment.


CH 3.12
2021/Amended 
Polyether Ionophores

WHEREAS, polyether ionophores (monensin, lasalocid, and laidlomycin) do not function as therapeutic or sub-therapeutic antibiotics when fed to cattle, are not used as therapeutic agents in human medicine, and are not a concern for antibiotic resistance in humans or cattle, and 

 	WHEREAS, some beef marketing claims focus on animal production without use of antibiotics and such claims jeopardize the use of polyether ionophores, and 

 	WHEREAS, U.S. producers are placed at a competitive disadvantage to producers in the European Union and Australia due to different reporting and regulatory requirements for ionophores,

 	THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA shall utilize all avenues to maintain beef cattle producers’ ability to utilize polyether ionophores and develop strategies with input from all stakeholders. 

 	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA shall work to educate consumers, retailers, policy makers, and other interested parties that polyether ionophores are not considered to be medically important to humans.

 	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports separate reporting FDA and other agencies of polyether ionophores and other antimicrobials not medically important to humans from those that are medically important to humans in the annual Antimicrobial Animal Drug Sales and Distribution Report, per section 105 of the Animal Drug User Fee Act.


4. FOREIGN ANIMAL DISEASES 

CH 4.2 
2021/Amended
Vesicular Stomatitis 

WHEREAS, vesicular stomatitis is a reportable and quarantinable disease that affects horses, cattle, sheep, swine, and other animals, and 

 	WHEREAS, little is known about the epidemiology, reservoirs, and vectors of vesicular stomatitis, and
 	WHEREAS, during vesicular stomatitis outbreaks prior to 2015, there was confusion over quarantine procedures, and vaccine policy, 

 	THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA requests USDA, Agricultural Research Service (USDA-ARS), USDA-APHIS, and Cooperative State Research, Education and Extension Service actively pursue epidemiological studies on the disease and USDA-ARS move quickly to study the serotypes of pathogenic vesicular stomatitis organisms, also vectors, reservoirs, and mode of transmission and the blood testing of imported cattle and horses. 
 
 	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, USDA-APHIS maintains adequate staff involvement and monetary support to find solutions and prevent recurrence of this disease. 

 	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, quarantine responsibility be reserved by the states and that a uniform, workable quarantine policy be developed using the results of the requested research so that safe, realistic interstate movement of cattle can be accomplished. 

 	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, USDA-APHIS update NCBA annually on vesicular stomatitis including research progress and worldwide vesicular stomatitis diagnosis.

CH 4.5
2021/Renewed
Tropical Bont-Tick: Risk of Acute Bovine Dermatophilosis and Heartwater Introduction to the United States

WHEREAS, the Tropical Bont Tick (TBT) and its associated disease, heartwater and acute bovine dermatophilosis, has migrated from Africa to the Caribbean Islands and is now recognized by USDA-APHIS as a “high-consequence” threat to U.S. cattle production and wildlife, but funding levels for programs to protect the U.S. cattle herd have been reduced significantly, and 

 	WHEREAS, reduced TBT eradication funds will likely lead to TBT spread throughout the Caribbean and population increases on all affected islands, and 

WHEREAS, TBT, acute bovine dermatophilosis, and heartwater will therefore continue to pose a serious threat to the cattle industry and wildlife in the U.S.,

 	THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA shall promote the continued work of the Caribbean Animal Health Network to eradicate the Bont Tick from all Caribbean islands and work closely with the United States Animal Health Association and USDA to support initiatives such as the tick eradication program in St. Croix. 

 	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA requests USDA support and fund current work and projects being done by USDA-APHIS and its collaborators to eradicate TBT from the Caribbean, establish surveillance programs for TBT and associated disease conditions, emergency response plans, development, and validation of approved tests for heartwater within the U.S., 

 	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA continues to encourage USDA to enter into negotiations with French authorities, European Union representatives, and the World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) to acquire resources to work with French-speaking islands of the Caribbean for TBT eradication. 
  
CH 4.8
2021/New
Asian Longhorned Tick

WHEREAS, the Asian Longhorned Tick (ALT) is an exotic tick only recently found in the U.S., and
WHEREAS, the ALT can reproduce without a male and, as such, a single female tick can create a population, and

WHEREAS, the ALT is a known/suspected vector of several viral, bacterial, and protozoan agents of livestock and human diseases, and

WHEREAS, the ALT has been linked to infection with Theileria orientalis in cattle in the eastern U.S.,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA supports the United States Department of Agriculture pursuing efforts for research, management, and control of the ALT and its associated cattle diseases.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA requests Congress and appropriate governmental agencies secure the necessary funding for research, management, and control of the ALT and associated diseases, such as Theileriosis. 


5. JOHNE’S DISEASE 

6. TUBERCULOSIS

7. USDA-APHIS 

CH 7.2
2021/Renewed
Foot-and-Mouth-Disease Eradication 

WHEREAS, foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) continues to be a problem in various regions of the world, and 

 	WHEREAS, some countries with recent FMD outbreaks have petitioned USDA to import fresh beef to this country, and 

 	WHEREAS, USDA has performed risk analysis that include document review and site visits and developed proposed rules that would allow fresh beef to be imported, under certain conditions and from specified regions in South America, to the U.S., and 

 	WHEREAS, NCBA is very concerned with an apparent lack of ability to eradicate FMD in endemic countries as well as USDA’s ability to accurately evaluate the risk of the disease in such countries, and 

 	WHEREAS, the threat of FMD is the single largest animal health threat to the livelihood of U.S. beef producers, 
 	
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA supports the eradication of FMD from endemic regions in the world. 

 	 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA urges USDA to allow the U.S. cattle and beef industry the opportunity to offer comment and further stakeholder involvement concerning revised export country assessment procedures being developed with regards to importation of fresh beef from FMD endemic countries. 

8. GENERAL 

CH 8.9
2021/Amended
Food Animal Veterinarian 

WHEREAS, there is a shortfall in the number of food animal veterinarian graduates available to service the rural and livestock production areas of the U.S., and 

WHEREAS, livestock producers rely on their local veterinarian for guidance to ensure herd management, disease identification, and disease prevention and control, and 

WHEREAS, the physical nature of the work, as well as accrued indebtedness, tends to divert many capable graduate veterinarians away from food animal practice, and 

WHEREAS, the increased complexity of pharmaceutical and biological product use requires veterinarian supervision, and 

WHEREAS, a veterinary practice can involve long travel distances and extended absence from their clinic in rural areas, creating a demand for multi-veterinarian staffed clinics, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA encourages the colleges of veterinary medicine to vigorously pursue the recruitment, selection, and training of students with the aptitude and desire to fill the need for food animal veterinarians in order to assure a sufficient supply of bovine practitioners and the veterinary support systems necessary to enable the industry to produce beef in a safe, efficient, and humane manner.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA recognizes the importance of scholastic excellence and recommends an attempt be made to identify a process of recruitment that selects individuals with food animal experience or related skills and the educational background to meet the requirements of a food animal veterinarian and urge the U.S. Congress, state legislatures, national veterinary medical associations, and public universities to make a priority of addressing any shortage of food animal veterinary practitioners, especially in the rural areas of the nation, and aid in funding programs that support placement of veterinarians in rural communities.

CH 8.13
2021/Renewed
Support of Food Animal Residue Avoidance Database (FARAD) 

WHEREAS, the support of Food Animal Residue Avoidance Database (FARAD) is vital to the livestock industry and human health, and 

WHEREAS, funding by USDA continues to be threatened,

 	THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA urges the Secretary of Agriculture to include funding in the USDA budget for FARAD sufficient to maintain and enhance a sustained permanent program of FARAD services.
 
CH 8.16
2021/Amended
Support of Safety Standards for Feed and Feed Ingredients

WHEREAS, consumer interest in food, food safety, and the origins of food is at a high level, and

 	WHEREAS, consumer confidence in the safety of beef and in the integrity of the U.S. food supply is a critical issue for the cattle industry, and 

 	WHEREAS, NCBA is committed to exceeding consumers' expectations in producing and delivering a safe, nutritious, and wholesome beef supply, 

 	THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA strongly supports efforts that foster the use of the highest safety standards by feed mills and other facilities involved in the manufacture of livestock feed, pet food, and related ingredients as well as efforts by USDA and FDA to investigate and mitigate the risks of animal disease from imported feed and feed ingredients.

9. ANIMAL DISEASE RESEARCH 

CH 9.7
2021/Renewed
Anti-Tick Vaccine Research 

WHEREAS, there are limited biological methods to control endemic tick-borne diseases in cattle, and

 	WHEREAS, there remains a threat of foreign tick-borne diseases being introduced into the U.S., and 

 	WHEREAS, low-level feeding of tetracyclines is one supported current method of controlling these diseases, and 

 	WHEREAS, ticks are becoming increasingly resistant to arachnicide chemicals commonly used for their control, 
 	
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA supports research on tick vaccines and other novel methods to control tick-borne diseases of cattle.
CH 9.11
2021/Amended
Testing for Trichomoniasis

WHEREAS, Trichomoniasis is a devastating reproductive health disease in beef cattle, and 

 	WHEREAS, the control, sampling, laboratory testing, and state import requirements of Trichomoniasis lack uniformity and consistency, 

 	THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA shall work with veterinarians, state officials, the American Association of Veterinary Laboratory Diagnosticians, and researchers to continue to develop universal standards in the detection, testing, sampling, and control of Trichomoniasis.
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA recognize the role that pooled Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) testing plays in the control of Trichomoniasis, especially in the testing of Trichomoniasis free herds for interstate movement purposes, and work to further the education and research of pooled PCR testing in the beef industry. 


10. ANIMAL ID/DISEASE TRACEABILITY 
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1. ADMINISTRATIVE AND REGULATORY 

FL 1.3
2021/Renewed 
Injunction Review 

WHEREAS, court injunctions have been used to halt historic grazing rights until litigation and bureaucratic processes can be completed, and 

WHEREAS, the sudden loss of these historic grazing rights creates undue economic hardships for grazing permittees that are affected by these injunctions, 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA seeks legislation that prohibits court ordered injunctions preventing grazing, pending completion of agency processes. 

FL 1.5
2021/Renewed
Trespass 

WHEREAS, instances of historic unintentional agricultural trespass on federal lands continue to be uncovered, and

WHEREAS, existing processes for resolution of such trespasses are inefficient, excessively lengthy, and costly to both agricultural users and the federal agencies,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA requests that the Unintentional Agricultural Trespass section of the Federal Land Policy Management Act be reinstated to handle disposition of these lands.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, non-willful trespass of livestock on federal land should not be subject to citation.

FL 1.28
2021/ Renewed
Legislative and Regulatory Revisions for Grazing Permit Administration

WHEREAS, current federal laws and regulations, and the judiciary’s interpretation thereof, regarding federal grazing permit administration have created a malfunctioning system whereby radical environmental groups are able to stymie on-the-ground management and use of federal lands through an aggressive litigation strategy, and

	WHEREAS, these issues of concern include: 

1. Ease for activists to gain interested public status. 
2. The burden of proof is borne by the grazing permittee in the administrative appeals process.
3. The Office of Hearing and Appeals does not follow the Administrative Procedures Act’s (APA) standard of proof as it relates to resource decisions. 
4. The elimination of an automatic stay of a Bureau of Land Management decision when it is appealed. 
5. The APA does not currently apply to Forest Service permittees.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA requests the following changes to federal laws and regulations:
 
1.	The Federal Land Policy and Management Act and the National Forest Management Act (NFMA) should be amended to require that participants in the grazing permit decision making process have Constitutional standing.
2. 	The burden of proof should comply with the burden set by the APA in requiring that the federal agencies bear the burden of showing that their decisions are correct in law and in fact.
3. 	The standard of proof should be changed so that the Bureau of Land Management has to prove its case by a preponderance of the evidence.
4. 	The Bureau of Land Management’s grazing regulations should be amended to return to pre-Rangeland Reform language so that decisions are automatically stayed if appealed, unless fact-specific circumstances support a decision in “full force and effect”.
5. 	The NFMA should be amended so that USFS permittees can challenge agency decisions “on the record” under the APA.












2. LEGISLATIVE 

FL 2.3 
2021/Renewed 
Vested Grazing Rights 

WHEREAS, each county has the right to recognize by law that grazing on federal land is a vested, split estate private property right, and 
WHEREAS, first use of water and grazing has been recorded or implied by preemption law, prescriptive right, commensurability, IRS rulings, and compensation by the military for lost animal unit months (AUM), and 
WHEREAS, the U.S. Congress created an incentive to settle the West by recognizing grazing and farming as one of the first beneficial uses for which the land could be utilized, 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, vested grazing rights on split estate land be defined as tangible private property and that all owners of grazing rights be encouraged to record said property at the county courthouse.

FL 2.5
2021/Renewed 
Water Rights-of-Way 

WHEREAS, numerous water conveyance systems on federal lands were constructed and in operation prior to the passage of the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976 (FLPMA), and
 
WHEREAS, the states have granted water rights to the holders of the rights-of-way for such systems, 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA supports legislation to exempt from fees and conditions under FLPMA the rights-of-way for water conveyance systems on federal lands validly granted under statutes that antecede enactment of FLPMA.

FL 2.13
2021/Renewed
Border Security and Funding

WHEREAS, federally-designated lands along the international border with Mexico and Canada have demonstrated unfettered illegal access to the U.S. by aliens from around the world, and 

WHEREAS, this illegal ingress and egress is posing extreme danger not only to those living and working along the border but to the entire nation in terms of personal safety, health, economic welfare, and environmental safety and integrity, and 

WHEREAS, these federally-designated lands include but are not limited to wilderness, wilderness study areas, wildlife refuges, national parks, monuments, and conservation areas, as well as Bureau of Land Management and USFS lands, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA supports all legislation and authority for the Department of Defense, the Immigration, Customs and Enforcement, the U.S. Border Patrol, as well as state and local authorities to secure the international border with Mexico and Canada.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA requests that all legislation and funding that is pending for federal land designations along the international border be suspended. 





3. WILDLIFE 

FL 3.2 
2021/Renewed
Prairie Dogs 

WHEREAS, any restrictions on management of grazing federal lands could have adverse effects on an agriculture-based economy, and

WHEREAS, the black-tailed prairie dog has not been officially listed under the ESA, and there is conflicting data as to whether the species merits listing, and

WHEREAS, pressure imposed by environmental groups has apparently caused the Bureau of Land Management and USFS to make a decision prior to obtaining public input or conducting an appropriate environmental analysis,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA opposes the decision of the Bureau of Land Management and USFS to restrict poisoning or shooting of the black-tailed prairie dog on federal lands, and this restriction be removed from Bureau of Land Management and USFS policy based on the determination that the species listing is not warranted.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports integrated and coordinated prairie dog management programs which provide for private property and business interests, and ecological and public health considerations.

FL 3.5 
2021/Amended
Landowner Action for Wolf Depredation on Private and Federal Lands 

BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA supports ranchers’ efforts to obtain the authority to control wolf depredation through lethal and non-lethal methods as needed on private property and federal lands on which they have a grazing permit. 

FL 3.10
2021/Amended
Federal Management of Non-Listed Species

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Land Management, USFWS, and USFS are increasingly imposing the restrictions of a “threatened” or “warranted” listing under the ESA upon non-listed or not warranted species, and

WHEREAS, these federal agencies are increasingly asserting management jurisdiction of non-listed or not warranted species whose management belongs to state wildlife management agencies, and 

WHEREAS, grazing is an essential element for effective species conservation, and

WHEREAS, this inappropriate action often interferes with voluntary state and local conservation efforts and limits cattle producers,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA opposes any federal management plan or land use plan amendment that seeks to manage a non-listed or not warranted species.

4. RESOURCE ISSUES 

5. PROPERTY RIGHTS 

6. SPECIFIC INITIATIVES 

FL 6.7
2021/Renewed
Livestock Grazing as a Primary Tool

WHEREAS, livestock grazing has demonstrated effectiveness as a tool for managing rangeland vegetation, and

WHEREAS, livestock grazing is an integral part of the use of native range and improved pasture lands, and

WHEREAS, achieving desired plant communities on rangeland is important to all aspects of our environment, and

WHEREAS, the goals of quality habitat for wildlife, fish, and productive watersheds are shared by the livestock industry, and

WHEREAS, proper livestock grazing benefits rangelands by reducing fire hazards, and

WHEREAS, livestock grazing can be used as a targeted tool to achieve specific environmental conditions, like carbon storage and improved soil health, and 

WHEREAS, livestock grazing and permittees’ investments improve and maintain federal lands that are utilized by other multiple uses that depend on the ability to access healthy, safe lands, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA publicly supports and promotes the continuing use of livestock grazing as a tool to manage rangeland vegetation, achieve a desired plant community on our federal lands, and support federal lands’ role as a primary carbon sink.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA encourages all local, state, and federal agencies to utilize livestock grazing as a primary tool for reducing fuel load, reducing wildfire potential, increasing water yield, increasing public safety, improving livestock and wildlife habitat, supporting and facilitating multiple use, and increasing vegetative diversity. 
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1. GENERAL TRADE

IT 1.5 
2021/Amended 
U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement 

WHEREAS, the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) between the U.S., Mexico, and Canada, was dissolved and replaced with the U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA), 

WHEREAS, NCBA strongly supported the ratification and implementation of USMCA, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA shall continue to monitor and undertake all necessary means to enforce USMCA provisions related to animal health, environment, food safety, and other science-based standards.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA shall continue to monitor North American trade flows to assure that trade is fair and equitable in accordance with trade rules and market demand: including the continuation of timely and accurate publication of economic analyses of trade impacts on the cattle and beef industry.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA shall continue to review regular reports on imports and exports of cattle, beef, pork, poultry, and feed grains from the appropriate government agencies. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA shall continue to participate in private sector advisory committees including the Advisory Committee on Trade Policy and Negotiations (ACTPN), the Agricultural Policy Advisory Committee (APAC), and the Agricultural Technical Advisory Committee (ATAC).

IT 1.6 
2021/Renewed 
U.S. Meat Export Federation 

WHEREAS, NCBA recognizes the necessity of increased beef and beef product exports to the wellbeing of the cattle industry, and 

WHEREAS, NCBA is a charter member of the USMEF and strongly supports its efforts in overseas market development and product promotion, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA encourages increased financial support from the private sector, the state beef commissions, and from the Cattlemen’s Beef Board for USMEF. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports USDA-Foreign Agricultural Service foreign market programming on the basis of joint venture matching fund participation with private sector cooperators.
 
IT 1.11
2021/Amended
Trade Quotas 

WHEREAS, the U.S. market is one of the highest value global markets for beef sales, and

WHEREAS, many countries seek access to the U.S. market, and

WHEREAS, the U.S. allows access primarily to countries that have trade agreements with the U.S.,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA actively supports maintaining equitable import quotas on beef and require the enforcement of trade laws.

IT 1.15
2021/Amended
Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE) Trade Action 
WHEREAS, the U.S. has taken a leadership role in advocating science-based policies for the trade of beef products in global markets based on World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) guidelines, and 

WHEREAS, some countries immediately closed their borders to the importation of U.S. beef and beef products as a result of classical BSE case in 2004, and 

WHEREAS, such action has resulted in major disruptions in global beef trade including billions of dollars in lost U.S. beef and beef product export sales, and

WHEREAS, in 2013 the OIE upgraded the U.S. status of BSE to negligible risk — the highest status available, and

WHEREAS, in 2015 the OIE determined that atypical BSE will be excluded for BSE risk,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA requests the Administration pursue all available options, including trade action at the WTO or trade sanctions, to reestablish trade in beef and beef products with all countries based upon sound science and OIE guidelines.

2. ACCESS AND CREDIT 
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1. INDUSTRY STRUCTURE/PRICE DISCOVERY

M 1.3 
2021/ Renewed 
Value-Based Marketing 

WHEREAS, there has been substantial interest in moving towards a value-based marketing system and strategic alliances, 

	THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA opposes any regulations, legislation, or policies that limit methods of marketing cattle.

M 1.8
2021/Renewed
Electronic Funds Transfer & Lien Release

WHEREAS, the slowdown in the speed of commerce and inefficiencies in the market are leading to an increasing percentage of business in the cattle industry being transacted via various forms of electronic funds transfer, and 

	WHEREAS, rules and regulations regarding transfer of title and the release of liens on livestock and commodities purchased and sold via transactions using electronic funds transfer are unclear, and 
	
WHEREAS, the cattle industry, has an emerging commercial practice that is hampered by an outdated regulatory system, and 

	WHEREAS, the cattle industry recognizes the best practice in conducting these transactions is to first identify who you are legally doing business with, then identify the legal lienholder either through a central filing or direct notification method, and finally make prompt payment to the legal entity and corresponding lienholder, 

	THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA will work with other state and national commodity organizations as well as regulatory agencies and financial institutions in an effort to clarify and standardize regulations governing transfer of title and release of liens when transactions are completed using electronic funds transfer.

	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA shall continue to support the ability of individual states to choose whether to adopt a central filing system under section 1324 of the Food Security Act of 1985 or retain the direct notification method to notify buyers of farm products in the ordinary course of business of an existing security interest created by the seller.

M 1.9
2021/Renewed
Grain Inspection Packers and Stockyards Act Reform

WHEREAS, livestock markets provide a safe, secure, and transparent marketing option for cattle producers, and 

WHEREAS, technology advances have afforded new livestock marketing options such as online and video auctions, and 

WHEREAS, the Packers and Stockyards Act does not formally protect cattle producers who sell through online or video auctions and does not allow modern forms of electronic payment such as automated clearing house (ACH), and 

WHEREAS, the Livestock Marketing Association (LMA) has conducted nine listening sessions across the United States and hosted a meeting of national livestock organizations, including the NCBA, on updating Packers and Stockyards Act requirements, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA will work with LMA to update the Packers and Stockyards Act in the following two areas: 

1. Extend Packers and Stockyard Act protections (such as custodial account, prompt payment, and bonding) to producers who sell their cattle through online and video auctions which sell livestock on a commission or other fee basis and handle or offer to handle the proceeds. 
2. Modern forms of electronic payment, such as ACH payments, are a permissible option if they fall within the prompt payment timeframe. 

2. FUTURES 

M 2.7
2021/Renewed
CME Group’s Live Cattle and Feeder Cattle Futures 

	WHEREAS, NCBA recognizes the importance of the availability of effective risk management tools for members to use for offsetting price risk, and 

	WHEREAS, NCBA recognizes the traditional role of the CME Group as the primary market venue for the trading of futures and options on Live Cattle and Feeder Cattle contracts, and 

	WHEREAS, the primary purpose of futures and options markets is to perform the functions of price discovery and risk transfer, and 

	WHEREAS, a healthy price discovery and risk transfer mechanism requires transparency, participation of numerous agents on both the buy and sell side, and equal access to transactions and information for all participants, 

	THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA supports initiatives between cattle producers, the CME Group, and other market participants to increase transparency, level access to information and transactions, and foster an environment that builds confidence in the ability of the hedging community to effectively manage forward price risk using futures and options on Live Cattle and Feeder Cattle contracts.

3. REPORTING 

4. GRADING 

M 4.1 
2021 /Renewed
Beef Grading 

WHEREAS, consumers expect high quality and consistent beef products, and 

WHEREAS, today’s USDA grading system relies upon individual subjective evaluations, which in itself causes great inconsistency between regions, packing plants, and graders, and 

WHEREAS, recent and future technological advancements make it possible to use instrument grading technologies that more accurately identify and quantify beef quality traits, and 

WHEREAS, the “Marbling Standards Task Force” has been established to develop the standards for instrument grading, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA requests USDA support the use of instrument vision grading technologies, therefore assisting the industry towards an improved, objective, consistent system for evaluating beef quality characteristics.

5. TRANSPORTATION 
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1. GENERAL 

PR/EM 1.16
2021/Renewed
Permit Coordination

	BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA shall continue to work on legislation and regulations to provide permit and regulation coordination and streamlining.

PR/EM 1.20
2021/New
Feral Swine Eradication

WHEREAS, feral swine are not native to the North American continent and are an invasive species, and

WHEREAS, feral swine have been reported in at least 35 states, and with an expanding range, and

WHEREAS, the feral swine population is estimated at over six million head and rapidly expanding due to a lack of natural predators and their adaptability to a variety of climates and conditions, and

WHEREAS, feral swine causes over $1 billion dollars in damage to agriculture annually, and 

WHEREAS, feral swine can transmit pathogens to livestock, which may result in financial losses to livestock producers due to lower productivity, veterinary costs, or even mortality, and

WHEREAS, feral swine damage pasture grasses, killing desired plant species, deteriorating source water, and often encouraging the growth of undesired weed species,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA shall work with Congress, USDA-APHIS, and all interested partners towards the eradication and prevention of further introduction of the feral swine population. 

2. NATURAL RESOURCES 

PR/EM 2.5
2021/Renewed
Superfund and Resource Conservation & Recovery Act Exemption for Livestock Manure 

WHEREAS, livestock manure is a naturally occurring substance that is used very effectively as a fertilizer for pasture and cropland, and 

WHEREAS, classification of livestock manure as a hazardous substance or pollutant under the Superfund law would cause significant harm to all segments of the beef industry, 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA shall work diligently to clarify that Congress never intended to regulate livestock manure under the Superfund and the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) laws. 
 
PR/EM 2.17
2021/Renewed 
Funding for Technical Assistance 

WHEREAS, funding and technical services to bring animal feeding operations and concentrated animal feeding operations into compliance with state departments of environment and natural resources and EPA regulations are limited for operations smaller than 1,000 animal units and non-existent for operations over 1,000 animal units.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA shall work to establish federal funding sources and technical services to assist all animal feeding operations and concentrated animal feeding operations to comply with state and federal regulations.

PR/EM 2.25
2021/New 
Climate Change, Ecosystem Services, Carbon Sequestration, and Greenhouse Gases

WHEREAS, there is significant interest in climate change and the role of cattle and beef production both nationally and internationally, and

WHEREAS, the U.S. cattle and beef production system is the most efficient and productive system in the world that contributes positively to the ecosystem and biodiversity, and

WHEREAS, EPA greenhouse gas emissions inventories have shown that agriculture is a minor source of greenhouse gases emissions, and

WHEREAS, rangeland, pasture, grasslands, management practices, and technologies play a pivotal role in carbon sequestration and improving carbon use efficiency, which continues to reduce the cattle industry’s carbon footprint,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA opposes any legislation, regulation, trade agreement or international treaty that would regulate carbon or greenhouse gases in the cattle industry, including but not limited to the reporting of agricultural greenhouse gas emissions.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA opposes the creation or management of a government-based carbon trading platform and opposes the creation of a USDA carbon bank using Commodity Credit Corporation funding.
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports the government’s role in carbon trading be limited to USDA providing any applicable regulatory oversight of private markets to ensure programmatic authenticity for the protection of agriculture producers and credit purchasers. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports voluntary markets (i.e., carbon, water quality, nutrients, or other credits) to recognize and incorporate the ability of rangeland, pasture, grasslands, management practices, technologies, and exports to generate credits that are durable, verifiable, stackable, and advocates for recognition and compensation for practices implemented by early adopters.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports the landowner’s or lessee’s ability to generate ecosystem credits and be eligible for payments in accordance with any agreement negotiated privately between a landowner and lessee.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports privacy of any data collected by an ecosystem services market, or the government, and should never be released without the express written consent of the landowner and/or lessee.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA encourages land grant universities, research institutes, private individuals or foundations, cooperative extension, and USDA to continue investigating current research, tools, and models used to calculate carbon sequestration and reduction techniques to provide a factual and reliable estimation of carbon sequestration and carbon reduction at various management levels and rangeland conditions, and differentiates the relative impact of methane versus carbon dioxide production.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports the adoption of this research in the determination of which processes qualify for carbon credit markets.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports the inclusion and application of sound science in any evaluations, assessments, models, sequestration protocols, emissions inventories, management practices, or technologies.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA encourages the scientific community and governments to recognize the evolving science that demonstrates methane emissions from cattle are short-lived, flow emissions that are cyclical in the atmosphere, soil, plants, and animals (i.e., Global Warming Potential Star (GWP*)).

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA opposes the listing of species or habitat under the Endangered Species Act based on climate change.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA opposes the government limiting access to programs, such as NRCS programs, due to the carbon footprint of cattle industry but supports recognition of the positive benefits cattle production has on maintaining and increasing soil carbon and other ecosystem services.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA opposes efforts by environmental and animal rights activists or other entities to decrease consumer demand for animal protein and agricultural products based on an alleged and unsubstantiated claim about cattle and climate change.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA shall develop a communication strategy that addresses inaccuracies regarding greenhouse gas emissions from cattle and accurately states the greenhouse gas emissions of domestic cattle production systems, as well as the other ecosystems services cattle production provides to society.

3. PROPERTY RIGHTS 

PR/EM 3.4
2021/Renewed
Beef Producer Representation on Environmental Agency Commissions and Committees
WHEREAS, the federal government and many states have organized or are re-organizing environmental control agencies and/or commissions,
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA and its affiliated state organizations shall ensure that beef producers are adequately represented on these agencies and commissions.


PR/EM 3.5
2021/Renewed
Eminent Domain 

WHEREAS, in recent years, municipalities have used the “eminent domain” process to condemn and seize private property for private economic development and re-sale to the private sector, and

WHEREAS, a recent U.S. Supreme Court ruling upheld the ability of government entities to forcibly take private property from a citizen and then convey that seized property to other citizens or private corporations in the name of economic development,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA shall support federal and state legislation that prevents government entities from taking private property through the eminent domain process for the purpose of conveying that property to other private individuals or entities.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA shall support legislation to change the appraisal standards for federal and state appraisals to include fair market value based on highest economic value for the compensation for the taking of private property.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA shall vigorously oppose the use of eminent domain for private use.

PR/EM 3.6
2021/Renewed
Public Access 

WHEREAS, private land and water rights should be defended by the federal government, and

WHEREAS, NCBA strongly supports private land ownership and private property rights,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA shall hold that:

1.	Land patents issued by the federal government and states shall be recognized and defended.
2.	Access to private lands including streams and banks be by consent of the landowner only.
3.	The federal government shall not interfere with administration or control of private water rights, and/or established water infrastructure across federal lands.

4. ENDANGERED SPECIES 
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1. GENERAL 

T 1.5
2021/Renewed
Natural Resources Use in Conjunction with Conservation Easements

WHEREAS, the current IRS Code conflicts on it interpretation of extraction of surface natural resources allowances in conjunction with conservation easements, and 

WHEREAS, this conflict could actually impair the ability for establishment of conservation easements, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA supports the inclusion of limited surface extraction, in conjunction with conservation easements, as long as there is no long term damage to conservation resources or it is beneficial to conservation resources. 

2. ESTATE TAXES 

3. CAPITAL GAINS AND ALTERNATIVE
 MINIMUM TAXES 

T 3.2 
2021/Renewed 
Capital Gains Rollover 

WHEREAS, many farmers and ranchers are dependent on their land to fund their retirement, and 

WHEREAS, the accumulated estate is significantly reduced by income taxes upon liquidation, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA supports tax law changes to allow agricultural operators a one-time tax free capital gains rollover from the sale of agricultural land and/or rights into an Individual Retirement Account (IRA), Keogh Plan, or similar retirement account to be taxed at time of withdrawal or allow a one-time exemption from tax on the sale of certain agricultural land and/or rights. 

T 3.3 
2021/Amended 
Income Taxes, Capital Expensing, and Business Deductions 

WHEREAS, the rates of income taxes are too high at the federal level, and 

WHEREAS, the costs of capital inputs for farmers and ranchers are significant, and 

WHEREAS, business deductions provide meaningful tax relief for agricultural businesses,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA supports the lowering of the rate of income tax on individuals and entities.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports unlimited expensing of capital purchases and that Section 179 type expensing and bonus depreciation be expanded.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports retaining and expanding business deductions, including the Section 199A Small Business Deduction.

T 3.5
2021/New
Capital Gains

WHEREAS, most realized long-term capital gains and qualified dividends are taxed at graduated rates under the individual income tax, and

WHEREAS, capital gains are taxable only upon realization, such as the sale or other disposition of an appreciated asset, and

WHEREAS, there is currently no realization of capital gain by the donor at the time of the gift, and there is no recognition of capital gain (or loss) by the donee until the donee later disposes of that asset, and

WHEREAS, when an appreciated asset is held by a decedent at death, the basis of the asset for the decedent’s heir is adjusted (usually “stepped-up”) to the fair market value of the asset at the date of the decedent’s death, and

WHEREAS, U.S. agricultural producers have been working their land and other assets for generations with the intent that their heirs or other designated beneficiaries will carry on the business, and

WHEREAS, the realization of capital gains tax without an actual sale would affect agricultural producers disproportionately,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA opposes the realization of a capital gain tax at the time of transfer from a donor or from a deceased owner of an appreciated asset.





4. INCOME TAXES AND SOCIAL SECURITY 

T 4.5
2021/Renewed
Social Security Exemption on Conservation Program Payments 

WHEREAS, corporate entities and inactive farmers are not subject to a social security tax on income received from participation in conservation programs, but individual active farmers may be subject to the tax, and 

WHEREAS, longstanding federal policy encourages farmers to participate in conservation programs, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, as a matter of fairness to active farmers and non-corporate farmers, and as a method of increasing effectiveness in achieving widely supported federal farm policy goals, NCBA requests that Congress grant a complete exemption from social security taxes on income received by farmers from participation in conservation programs. 

T 4.6
2021/Renewed
Social Security Exemption on Co-Op Distributions

WHEREAS, corporate entities which are members of cooperatives are not subject to social security tax on income they receive from earnings distributed to them by a cooperative, but individual farmer-members are subject to the tax, and 

WHEREAS, longstanding federal policy encourages farmers to band together in cooperatives, particularly now in “value-added” cooperatives, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, as a matter of fairness to active farmers and non-corporate farmers, and as a method of increasing effectiveness in achieving widely supported federal farm policy goals, NCBA requests Congress grant a complete exemption from income received from earnings distributed to them by cooperatives. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA works for an equitable solution to the social security tax on earnings distributed by cooperatives. 

5. BUSINESS TAXES 

6. FEDERAL BUDGET

7. BANKING AND CREDIT





ADDENDUM 
Interim policy passed by the NCBA Policy Board of Directors, February 4, 2026
This policy will be reviewed and voted on during the 2026 Cattle Industry Summer Business Meeting. If the NCBA Policy Board of Directors passes the resolutions/directives in July, and the Member Mail Ballot in September does not overturn a resolution, it will become association policy. If it does not pass it will be sunset.



AG & FOOD POLICY

AFP 4.1
2026 – AC – Proposed Amendment
Disaster Relief

WHEREAS, livestock producers are subject to losses caused by flooding, wildfire, blizzards and many other natural causes, and 

WHEREAS, over the years livestock producers have suffered tremendous losses due to drought, floods and other natural disasters, and 

WHEREAS, livestock producers have been unable to obtain federal grant assistance needed to help offset their losses, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA takes the necessary steps to assure that livestock producers are included in every federal disaster relief program and that the criteria for disaster declarations for livestock producers be formulated based on standards applicable to regional situations. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports cattlemen and their local and state organizations in their efforts to receive timely and effective federal disaster assistance in these situations. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Emergency Livestock Assistance Program (ELAP) be continued but amended to allow greater flexibility by the state FSA committees to determine specific state eligibility criteria and implementation of the Livestock Assistance Programs. Assistance should be available to agricultural producers who suffered losses from fires when the starting of the fire was beyond the producer’s control. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Secretary of Agriculture be allowed the authority to quickly implement ELAP and quickly obtain sufficient funding. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA aggressively pursues adequate funding, including FEMA funding, for livestock producers adversely impacted by disaster conditions. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA monitors the distribution of any disaster assistance funding to ensure the funds are directed to those producers directly impacted by the disaster conditions. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA will work with USDA and Congress to ensure that eligibility criteria for all livestock assistance and compensation programs be based on livestock and/or forage production losses and funding distributed on actual county losses.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports federal legislation to increase the payment limitations and adjusted gross income eligibility requirements and remove the arbitrary 4-level entity cap on payment attribution rules for all USDA livestock disaster programs to more fully compensate producers for disaster-related losses.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, when disaster assistance payments are made through a USDA program, if incorrect payments are made, the recipient should not be assessed penalties or interest on the returned payment.

AFP 4.2
2026 – AC – Proposed Amendment
Disaster Payments

WHEREAS, USDA disaster assistance programs, such as the Livestock Forage Disaster Program, provide compensation to eligible producers to aid in recovery from natural disasters, and 

WHEREAS, compensation is triggered by the drought monitor and is calculated by the number of beef cattle under control of the applicant justified by the number of pasture acres determined by the carrying capacity of the pasture, and 

WHEREAS, the county average of carrying capacities is determined by the FSA State Committees using NRCS data but may vary significantly within a county based on many factors, including the utilization of best management practices, and 

WHEREAS, federal and state governments have programs to improve agricultural practices for crops and livestock, and 

WHEREAS, a farm or ranch may have an increased carrying capacity approved by NRCS as a result of improvements made through the use of best management practices. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA supports disaster assistance payments that accurately reflect losses based on the carrying capacity of the eligible grazing land for the producers implementing documented best management practices which increase carrying capacity instead of the average carrying capacity within a county. 


CATTLE HEALTH AND WELL BEING

CH- AC - Resolution 1
2026/New
Access of Treatment of Theileria orientalis, Ikeda
Submitted by: Missouri Cattlemen’s Association

WHEREAS, Theileria orientalis Ikeda is an emerging tick-borne pathogen affecting cattle, causing clinical signs such as anemia, reproductive losses, and death, resulting in significant economic impact on producers, and  

WHEREAS, there is currently no FDA-approved treatment or vaccine for Theileria orientalis, Ikeda in the U.S., 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA encourages the FDA to prioritize evaluation and pursue legally available regulatory pathways to support development and approval of safe and effective therapeutic options, including existing compounds with demonstrated activity against Theileria orientalis, Ikeda and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports veterinarian supervised use, appropriate withdrawal interval development, and science-based stewardship practices, if such access is granted.


INTERNATIONAL TRADE

IT- AC - Resolution 1
2026/New
European Union Deforestation Regulation (EUDR)
Submitted by: Mississippi Cattlemen’s Association, Alabama Cattlemen’s Association, North Carolina Cattlemen’s Association, Louisiana Cattlemen’s Association, Tennessee Cattlemen’s Association, and Florida Cattlemen’s Association

WHEREAS, the European Commission has determined that the U.S. is a low-risk country for deforestation;

WHEREAS, the U.S. has long demonstrated responsible forest management practices that safeguard natural resources;

WHEREAS, the 2025 EUDR regulation imposes unnecessary restrictions that infringe upon American private property rights, a foundational freedom for landowners;

WHEREAS, the U.S. cattle industry voluntarily engages in conservation practices that preserve working lands and ensure they are passed to future generations in better condition than they were received;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that NCBA will work in partnership with the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative and the European Union to secure the permanent removal of the U.S. from the scope of the EUDR.

LIVE CATTLE MARKETING COMMITTEE

M- AC - Resolution 1
2026/New
Inclusion of Breeding and Cull Cattle in LRP Coverage
Submitted by: Nebraska Cattlemen and Texas & Southwestern Cattle Raisers Association
WHEREAS, rebuilding and sustaining the U.S. beef cow herd depends on retaining existing breeding inventories and developing new breeding stock over multiple years, requiring significant long-term investment, and exposing producers to extended price and market risk, and 
WHEREAS, USDA’s LRP insurance program is a widely utilized and effective risk management tool, but currently lacks products designed to mitigate the price risk associated with maintaining and expanding breeding stock, 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA supports expanding LRP to address long-term price risk through the development of insurance products for bred cows, bred heifers, and cull beef cows, and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, these products should be based on transparent, well-reported pricing metrics and structured to minimize volatility impacts on cash and futures markets across the cattle and beef complex, and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports increased federal premium subsidies for all LRP products to ensure accessibility and strengthen risk management options for cattle producers, and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA staff is directed to promptly convene a task force to develop and submit specific recommendations to USDA’s Risk Management Agency to support a timely and well researched expansion of LRP offerings that promote herd rebuilding and long-term industry sustainability.
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