PROPOSED POLICY RESOLUTIONS 
 FOR CONSIDERATION
Summer Business Meeting 2026 – Denver, CO (as of 06-25-26) 11:00am ET)

Ag & Food Policy –  3 Resolutions, 1 Directive
Live Cattle Marketing –  1 Directive

AG & FOOD POLICY COMMITTEE

AFP – SBM – Resolution 1
2026/New
Definition of Beef 
Submitted By: South Dakota Cattlemen’s Association

WHEREAS, alternative sources of protein are being labeled and promoted as an equivalent or substitute for beef, and 

WHEREAS, the use of traditional beef nomenclature on alternative products is confusing to consumers and weakens the value of products derived from actual livestock production, 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA opposes alternative proteins being permitted to use 8nomenclature associated with protein sourced from livestock production and oppose these proteins claiming to be equivalent to, or a substitute for, proteins derived from livestock production. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports the definition of beef to only include products derived from actual livestock with a full bovine anatomy raised by cattle farmers and ranchers and harvested for human consumption



















AFP – SBM – Resolution 2
2026/New
Diesel Exhaust Fluid (DEF)
Submitted By: Iowa Cattlemen’s Association 

WHEREAS, cattle producers require efficient and reliable machinery for producing livestock feed, transporting animals, and providing proper husbandry for their livestock, 

WHEREAS, later model farm equipment, heavy trucks, and pickup trucks that are subject to Diesel Exhaust Fluid (DEF) regulations have a reputation of being unreliable and carry an associated higher cost of maintenance. 

WHEREAS, cattle producers should not suffer the burden of unreliability and high cost of equipment maintenance involving DEF systems. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA supports equipment owners to have the ability to remove DEF systems on late model farm equipment, heavy trucks, and pickup trucks without penalty.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA urges the federal government and regulators to deregulate equipment and vehicle manufacturers of DEF requirements.


























AFP 5.1 – SBM – Resolution 3
2026/Proposed Amendment
Conservation Reserve Program
Submitted By: Iowa Cattlemen’s Association 

WHEREAS, the nation’s cows and stocker cattle are competing for grazing lands with government programs, and

WHEREAS, economic pressures are accelerating the conversion of grazing lands for competing uses, and

WHEREAS, permanent grasslands help protect water quality and are important habitats for wildlife, and

WHEREAS, the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) is mandated to utilize a cover crop, and

WHEREAS, CRP cover crops can be utilized as valuable forage, and

WHEREAS, intentionally and actively using cattle to manage grasslands under the control of federal and state programs will benefit and enhance the grassland ecosystem, and

WHEREAS, when D2 drought status is reached there are less restrictions on availability of haying and grazing, and WHEREAS, when D3 drought status is reached, emergency haying and grazing is restricted because of assumed federal assistance payments,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, when higher intensity drought status is reached, NCBA supports the continuation of emergency haying and grazing allowances as provided under D2 drought conditions.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports rules to allow periodic non-emergency and emergency haying and grazing as approved by a NRCS Management Plan, including CRP lands planted with CP 25 grass mixtures to address rare and declining wildlife habitat. All NRCS resource concerns shall be addressed by provisions on the Management Plan.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports amendments to CRP that clarify emergency forage is one purpose of CRP.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports changes to CRP that encourage the incorporation of livestock on program acres to achieve conservation goals.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports changes that allow CRP to function as a working lands conservation program.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA opposes legislation increasing the number of additional acres that may be enrolled in CRP.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, managed grazing on CRP land should be permitted during the primary wildlife nesting and brood rearing season where allowed under an approved plan.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, should a producer extend a current contract for CRP and then decide to remove that land from the extended CRP contract, any applicable penalty should be based upon the time elapsed from the date of extension to the date of withdrawal.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, CRP should be targeted for marginal land, not productive acres or entire farms and ranches.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, CRP rental rates should approximate but not exceed the rental rates of the marginal land sought to be conserved.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, buffer strips, headlands, and waterways may be responsibly grazed as a management practice.

WHEREAS, there are currently 3 types of CRP: general, continuous, and grasslands, all with the intent to convert highly erodible and marginally productive lands and waterways to vegetative cover like perennial grasses, and

[bookmark: _hspwrxi3h7e2]WHEREAS, cattle can be an essential management tool for maintaining healthy grasslands, improving plant diversity, and achieving conservation outcomes, and

[bookmark: _858tv6cvivp5]WHEREAS, acres returning to crop production after CRP contract expiration can result in soil loss and diminished wildlife habitat, while maintaining pasture and grass cover supports long-term environmental and economic stability,

[bookmark: _j79vvv6gcid9]THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, NCBA supports reforms that prioritize cattle grazing as a primary conservation tool through the 3 CRP types of CRP.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA opposes legislation increasing the number of additional acres that may be enrolled in CRP.

	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports the development or reform of a CRP type that requires managed livestock grazing as a conservation management practice and working lands program. 

	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, CRP should be actively managed with the health of the plant community in mind recognizing that grazing and noxious weed and insect control be included.

[bookmark: _2n394vakofxy]BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA encourages USDA to structure CRP contracts to remain in perennial grass or pasture whenever possible, maintaining the environmental and economic benefits of established forage systems for pasture.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports allowing EQIP and other USDA working lands programs to provide technical assistance and infrastructure cost-share assistance for fencing structures (exterior and temporary), water conveyance, insect and weed control, seeding for forage, and new technologies related to grazing. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports state-led initiatives to target priority and marginalized cropland and land to create pasture systems for expanded grazing access. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, NCBA supports a system to be created by USDA in coordination with local groups that connects landowners with cattlemen, with preference for young and beginning farmers, to partner with each other to engage in grazing CRP acres.

[bookmark: _m5kr1r58wvsp]BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, managed grazing on CRP land should be permitted during the primary wildlife nesting and brood rearing season where allowed under an approved plan.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, haying and grazing should be allowed with minimal restrictions during D2 and D3 drought designations to support farming and ranching operations during times of drought.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, CRP rental rates should approximate but not exceed the rental rates of the marginal land sought to be conserved, and cattle producers who graze or hay CRP land should have their annual CRP payment reduced to reflect the value of the forage utilized.








AFP – SBM – Directive 1
2026/New
Meat Animal Research Center (MARC) Research
Submitted By: Nebraska Cattlemen’s Association 

WHEREAS, the Roman L. Hruska Meat Animal Research Center (USMARC) was established in 1964 and is recognized around the world for comprehensive research and industry solutions produced over the last six decades and continuing today,
BE IT DIRECTED, NCBA actively support sustained, inflation-adjusted federal funding including innovative partnerships and funding mechanisms that complement federal appropriations to enhance USMARC’s ability to address challenges facing the cattle industry.









LIVE CATTLE MARKETING

M - SBM – Directive 1
2026/New
Chicago Mercantile Exchange (CME) Live Cattle and Feeder Cattle Futures Contracts Price Limits
Submitted by: Nebraska Cattlemen’s Association

WHEREAS, it is imperative the CME Live Cattle and Feeder Cattle futures contracts have daily price limits which are appropriate to allow the market to function efficiently in times of high volatility regardless of prevailing price levels; and

WHEREAS, the inclusion of expandable daily price limits yielded a positive effect on the markets’ ability to trade efficiently during times of increased volatility; and

WHEREAS, having a process in place to allow for review and modification of daily price limits on a regular schedule is preferable for all market participants;

BE IT DIRECTED, NCBA staff and leadership shall seek a semi-annual (once every six months) reset of daily price limits for CME Live Cattle and Feeder Cattle futures with an initial daily price limit for CME Live Cattle futures of 3.0% of the most recent “average price”, as detailed in Chapter 101 / Section 10102.D. of the CME Rulebook, and an initial daily price limit for CME Feeder Cattle futures of 1.25 times the initial price limit for CME Live Cattle futures.
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