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Our MiSSiOh - Why We Exist

Toinspire and invest in the lives of children of incarcerated parents
and families in communities harmed by systemic inequities.

Our VisSion - where e Are Going

Lead the next generation of character-driven, global minded
youth toward actualizing their full potential.

U.S. Dream Academy Learning Centers are located in under-invested
neighborhoods - where young people are growing up amidst high rates of
poverty and often higher than average rates of crime in their
communities.

U.S. Dream Academy offers a safe place to go every day after school,
along with academic support, mentors, dream building activities,
leadership opportunities, and a place to explore new options for their
future.

Young people commit an additional 11 - 15 hours a week to dedicate
themselves to skill building, character building and preparing for their
future dreams.

1-800-US DREAM
info@usdreamacademy.org
8807 Colesville Rd 5th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910
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Dear Friends,

Welcome to the Power of a Dream Gala! On behalf of the Board of Directors,
thank you for joining us this evening as we celebrate the achievements of
our incredible DreamKids and the power of a community that believes in
their future.

Before joining the U.S. Dream Academy board, | served for many years as a
Warden within the Federal Bureau of Prisons. During that time, | witnessed
firsthand the deep pain of incarceration—especially the heartache parents
feel being separated from their children. | also witnessed their
determination to grow, to reconnect, and to build a better life not only for
themselves but for their families.

That is why tonight is so meaningful. Our mission—to support children of
incarcerated parents and young people living in high-risk communities—is
not just a cause | support; it’s one I've lived and seen the need for up close.
U.S. Dream Academy helps bridge the gap, offering our children academic
support, character development, and caring mentors who remind them
every day that their dreams still matter.

What we celebrate tonight is not just success measured by grades or
milestones, but by resilience, transformation, and hope. And none of this is
possible without you—our community of supporters, partners, and believers
in what’s possible.

Thank you for showing up. Thank you for standing with our students. And
for helping our young people to believe that bold dreams can lead to bright
futures!

With deep gratitude,

Carlyle Holder ‘

U.S. Dream Academy Board Chair
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Carlyle Holder
Board Chair



C. Diane Wallace Bookel‘-:
Chief Executive Officer
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FROM THE CEQO

Dear Friends and Supporters,

Welcome to the U.S. Dream Academy’s 24th Annual Power of a Dream
Celebration! On behalf of our entire team and the incredible young people
we serve, | am thrilled to welcome you to this special evening—one filled
with celebration, inspiration, and purpose.

Tonight, we gather not just as guests at a gala,
but as champions of a shared vision.

Our theme this evening—Bold Dreams, Bright Futures—captures the spirit
of our work and the promise of every young person we serve. Whether
you're a longtime supporter or joining us for the first time, your presence
tonight helps fuel a mission that matters deeply: empowering children
through positive youth development, academic enrichment, mentoring, and
character-building experiences.

As you enjoy the evening’s celebration—filled with powerful stories,
inspiring performances, and connections with fellow community, business,
and civic leaders—know that your support is helping shape a brighter, more
equitable future for the next generation.

| invite you to give generously—not only financially, but with your ideas,
your voice, and your continued partnership. Every contribution opens doors
for a young person to learn, lead, and grow into the bold future they
deserve.

Thank you for being here. Thank you for believing in bold dreams and bright
futures.

With deep gratitude,
C. Diane Wallace Booker
Chief Executive Officer



PROGRAM +

Mistress of Ceremonies

Opening Prayer

Chairman's Welcome

Welcome

Musical Performance

Spoken Word Performance

Video Premiere

Musical Performance

CEO’s Remarks

Mentor of the Year Award

Musical Performance

MLK Jr. Honoree Award

President's Award

Legacy Award

Founder’s Remarks &

Musical Performance

Shawn Yancy, NBC 4 News Anchor

Chaplain Barry Black, United States Senate

Carlyle Holder, U.S. Dream Academy Board Chair

Sandi Logan, Principal & CEO, Duke Ellington School of the Arts

Takoma Academy Chorale

Mrs. Lulu Mupfumbu, Choral Director

Nikki Ohhh, Spoken Word Artist

DreamKids from Baltimore Learning Center
Janae Wimberly, Baltimore DreamKid and Oprah Winfrey

Takoma Academy Chorale

Mrs. Lulu Mupfumbu, Choral Director

C. Diane Wallace Booker , CEO, U.S. Dream Academy
Nicolle Green

Vickie Winans

Troy & Tommi Vincent

Edwina Findley Dickerson

Marla Lerner Tanenbaum

Wintley Phipps, President & Founder, U.S. Dream Academy

+

+
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Dream ACADEMY BOARD
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Mrs. Felismina Andrade, Director

Chaplain Barry C. Black, Ph.D.
Mr. Sam Carter

Mr. Michael Griffin

Mrs. Sheila Hodgkin
Mr. Carlyle I. Holder

Mr. George Johnson (Emeritus)
Mrs. Ingrid Mason Cox

Mr. Wintley Phipps

Mr. Jody Victor (Emeritus)

Mr. Joe Victor

Mrs. C. Diane Wallace Booker, Esq.

Mr. Carlyle Walton

Dr. David R. Williams (Emeritus)

Fellows

Jared Anderson
Derrell Frazier
Brielyn Sampson

OF DIRECTORS

Director External Communications and Community
Relations / Marketing Giant Food

Chaplain, United States Senate

CEO, Carter & Company International Inc.
(Secretary, U.S. Dream Academy Board of
Directors)

Senior VP of Advocacy and Public Policy,
AdventHealth

Philanthropist

CEO, Correctional Management and
Communications Group (Chairman, U.S. Dream
Academy Board of Directors)

(Ret) Founder, Johnson Products

Founder, President and CEO of MCG Services, Inc.
Founder/President, U.S. Dream Academy
President and CEO, MarkerNET

Vice President, MarkerNET

Chief Executive Officer, U.S. Dream Academy
CEO, Phoebe Sumter Medical Center Senior Vice
President, Phoebe Putney Health System
(Treasurer, U.S. Dream Academy Board of
Directors)

Norman Professor of Public Health and African
American Studies, Harvard University




Wintley Phipps

World Renowned Bass-Baritone Gospel Artist
President and Founder, U.S. Dream Academy



Win“ey Phipps is a world-renowned bass-baritone gospel

artist, education visionary, motivational speaker, pastor, and the Founder and
President of the U.S. Dream Academy. Nearly three decades ago, he recognized
a quiet crisis—the children of incarcerated parents and those struggling to
reach their potential were too often overlooked. Out of that deep compassion
and conviction, he built the U.S. Dream Academy, a place where hope is
nurtured, dreams are restored, and futures are transformed.

For his trailblazing work, Phipps has received numerous honors, including the
Excellence in Mentoring for Program Leadership Award from MENTOR/National
Mentoring Partnership, the Oprah Winfrey Angel Network Use Your Life Award,
the Promise Hero Award from America’s Promise, the AARP Purpose Prize, and
the Ambassador Andrew Young Award for Distinguished Service.

For more than thirty-five years, his rich, resonant voice and inspiring words
have carried messages of faith, justice, and unity to audiences across the globe.
A two-time Grammy nominee, Phipps has performed before Presidents Joseph
R. Biden, Barack Obama, George W. Bush, Bill Clinton, and Nelson Mandela, as
well as Mother Teresa and Oprah Winfrey. His unforgettable rendition of
“Amazing Grace”has moved millions, with over 60 million views online.

His music and ministry have marked some of America’s most sacred
moments—from the Inaugural Prayer Services for President Obama to the
funerals of General Colin Powell and Congressman John Lewis, where his voice
gave comfort and strength to a nation in mourning.

A citizen of the world, Phipps has shared his message on six continents and was
honored with the National Speakers Association’s prestigious Master of
Influence Awardfor his global impact through speaking.

Born in Trinidad and Tobago, Phipps earned a B.A. in Theology from Oakwood
University and a Master of Divinity from Andrews University. He holds multiple
honorary doctorates recognizing his life’s work in service, education, and
humanity.

He and his wife, Linda Diane Galloway Phipps, are the proud parents of three
sons. Phipps currently serves as Senior Pastor of the Palm Bay Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Palm Bay, Florida.



EMCEE

Shawn Yancy

Emmy Award-Winning Journalist
and Philanthropic Leader



SHAWN YANCY

Shawn Yancy is an award-winning broadcast journalist whose career spans
over 30 years of telling impactful stories that uplift and inform her community.
Her second day on the job in Washington, D.C. became her first major
assignment—the 9/11 terrorist attacks, setting the tone for a career marked by
courage and compassion.

Throughout her distinguished career, Shawn has earned numerous honors,
including an Edward R. Murrow Award, multiple Emmys, and recognition from
the Associated Press and the Society of Professional Journalists.

Named a 2023 Washingtonian of the Year by Washingtonian Magazine, Shawn
was honored for her leadership and philanthropy through The Giving
Foundation for Women and Children (GFWC), which she founded in 2010. The
foundation is dedicated to empowering economically disadvantaged women
and children with the tools and resources they need to thrive.

Beyond her foundation, Shawn has served on the boards of A Wider Circle,
Dress for Success DC, and St. Ann’s Center for Children, Youth and Families.
She also co-leads an annual breast cancer fundraiser with fellow D.C.
journalists, supporting local charities that serve underserved communities.

A woman of many talents, Shawn is also an abstract contemporary artist, with
works displayed in commercial spaces and private collections across the
country. She holds a Bachelor of Science in Telecommunications from Ball
State University, where she became a proud member of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Incorporated.

Shawn lives in Montgomery County, Maryland, with her husband, their three
sons, daughter-in-love, and two dogs. She enjoys reading, traveling, and spicy
food—especially sushi and jelly belly sours.

Her guiding philosophy comes from her mother’s words:
“If the dream is big enough, the facts don’t count.”
It’s a reminder that with faith and perseverance, all things are possible.
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VICKIE WINANS

With a radiant voice, joyful spirit, and undeniable charisma, Vickie Winans has
been a powerhouse in gospel music for more than four decades. Known
affectionately as “the hardest working woman in gospel,” she has inspired
audiences around the world with her soaring vocals, heartfelt ministry, and
infectious sense of humor.

Vickie began singing at just eight years old, delivering her first church solo with
the confidence of a seasoned performer—a spark that would one day lead her
to stages as grand as Carnegie Hall. Over the years, she has become one of
gospel music’s most beloved artists, earning Grammy nominations, Stellar
Awards, and NAACP Image Awards for her soul-stirring albums and
unforgettable performances.

Beyond her extraordinary musical talent, Vickie is also a trailblazer in the
business of gospel. As president of her own management company, Viviane,
Inc., based in Detroit, she manages her career and books more than 200 shows
annually. Yet, despite her demanding schedule, she proudly declares that her
favorite roles are those of mother to her two gifted sons—hit producers and
recording artists Mario Winans and Marvin Winans, Jr.—and “Nannie” to her
cherished grandchildren.

Her journey to success has been marked by hard work, resilience, and
unwavering faith. Through triumphs and trials, Vickie’s gratitude and trust in
God have remained steadfast. Her music and message—uplifting, joyous, and
filled with hope—reflect her belief that “a merry heart doeth good like
medicine.”

Whether performing on stage, starring in theatrical productions, or appearing
on television, Vickie Winans continues to touch lives with her humor,
authenticity, and powerful ministry. In 2015, she was among the first ten
inductees into the Stellar Awards Honor of Distinction Club, joining an elite
group that included President Barack Obama—a testament to her lasting
impact and legacy in gospel music.

Today, Vickie Winans shines as one of gospel’s brightest stars—still singing,
laughing, and spreading God’s love wherever the journey leads.



"MUSICAL TALENT

Takoma Academy Camerata

The Takoma Academy Camerata, under the direction of Lulu Mwangi Mupfumbu, is a
39-member student choir dedicated to excellence in music performance, literacy, and
ministry. Part of Takoma Academy’s distinguished music program, Camerata emphasizes
not only technical skill and musicianship but also service — using music to promote love,
unity, and community uplift.

Throughout the academic year, the choir maintains a busy schedule of up to 30
performances, appearing at churches, community events, and concerts across the
nation and abroad. Their inspiring performances have reached prestigious venues,
including the White House for First Lady Michelle Obama, and they have shared the
stage with renowned artists such as CeCe Winans, Take 6, Wintley Phipps, and the
Washington Chorus at the Kennedy Center.

Camerata’s talent has earned them numerous honors, including the Montgomery
County Martin Luther King Talent Award, First Place at the ISing High School Choir
Challenge, and two Gold Diplomas at the American International Choral Festival. They
also earned three medals at the 10th World Choir Games in South Africa and, most
recently, a Gold and Silver Medal at the 2024 World Choir Games in Auckland, New
Zealand. The group is currently ranked #270 among the top 1000 choirs in the world.

Continuing a proud tradition, the Takoma Academy Camerata will once again grace the
stage at the 24th Annual Power of a Dream Celebration, hosted by the U.S. Dream
Academy, a nonprofit supporting children of incarcerated parents. Through their music,
these gifted young performers embody the Academy’s mission—spreading hope,
excellence, and inspiration one song at a time.

Motto: “Excellence shall be our highest form of praise!”




PERFORMER
Nikki Ohhh Oklﬁllu“_

Nikki Ohhh is a dynamic spoken word artist known for bringing powerful
storytelling to life through her heartfelt performances both on screen, and
on stage.

Whether she is writing about the weight of gun violence, the legacy of hip
hop, the joys of Black culture or beyond, her words bring awareness and
incite social chatter, offering a unique vantage point on how poetry can
catapult both conversation and community.






MENTOR
OF THE YEAR +HonoReE

Nicolle Christine Green
San Bernardino, California

Nicolle Green’s journey into mentoring
with U.S. Dream Academy began in 2022
with a simple announcement at her
church where a U.S. Dream Academy
site was located.

Already a devoted mother of three,
Nicolle felt a calling to make a greater
impact in her community.

She began as a homework helper and summer program volunteer, quickly discovering
that mentoring not only allowed her to pour into the lives of young people, but also
refreshed and rejuvenated her own spirit. Today, Nicolle mentors two DreamKids,
showing up for them with steady encouragement, compassion, and the reminder that
they are important and seen.

Raised by supportive parents, Nicolle was a strong student, but as a teen she imagined
her future limited to a desk job until a counselor told her to “dig deeper and dream
bigger.” Without a mentor of her own to help her navigate life choices, Nicolle became a
teen mom at 19. Through her faith, determination, and resilience, she embraced the
challenges of young motherhood while staying committed to her goals. Her oldest child
is now in college, a testament to Nicolle’s perseverance and the loving, present
parenting she has provided for all three of her children. These experiences fuel her desire
to be the guide she once needed, helping her mentees make choices that expand
possibilities for their futures.

Even with a demanding schedule, including overnight work as a nurse and leadership in
her church, Nicolle remains deeply committed to her mentees and the Dream Academy
program. She is known for her reliability: after long overnight work shifts, she has still
shown up for summer mentoring sessions because, as she shares, “I knew the kids
would be expecting me.” That unwavering dedication inspires both her mentees and her
peers.

As a mentor, ministry leader, and engaged mother, Nicolle embodies selfless service,
resilience, and love. She reminds her mentees that they matter, challenges them to set
and reach goals, and opens doors to opportunities that broaden their horizons. For her
extraordinary dedication, passion, and impact, we proudly honor Nicolle Green as the
2025 Mentor of the Year.
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Together, the Vincents exemplify the spirit of Dr. King’s legacy—servant
leadership, a deep commitment to justice, and tireless efforts to uplift others.
Their shared journey reflects a powerful alignment of values centered on
family, purpose, and community impact.

Troy Vincent is the Executive Vice President of Football Operations for the NFL.
A former NFL cornerback, he is also a nationally recognized advocate against
domestic violence. In his current role, he oversees game operations, officiating,
discipline, player engagement, and key institutional policies. Off the field, he is
a leader in social impact—co-chairing Vision28 (a campaign to bring flag
football to the Olympics), steering the NFL’s inclusion and equity work, and
together Troy and Tommi founded The Vincent Commission with Niagara
University to address domestic and gender-based violence.

Tommi Vincent, known as Chef Tommi V., is the visionary and relational force
behind Vincent Country, the family’s faith-driven lifestyle brand dedicated to
positive social impact and leadership development. Her work spans culinary,
hospitality, and wellness initiatives, all rooted in holistic community building.
In her book The Table of Life: Nourishing the Soul with Food, Love, and Faith,
she shares personal stories of heartache, healing, and resilience—underscoring
how faith and food sustained her through life’s challenges.

Tommi and Troy lead the Vincent Country Safe Zone Activity Day—a
cornerstone initiative of Love Thy Neighbor Community Development &
Opportunity Corporation (LTN)—which brings mentorship, resources, and
enrichment to youth at under-resourced elementary schools during Super
Bowl week. Over nearly a decade, this work has impacted 4,500+ students
across seven states and raised over $700,000, creating safe, uplifting spaces
rooted in dignity, empowerment, and opportunity.

Married for 31 years, Troy and Tommi raised five children and have 11
grandchildren. They met in Trenton, New Jersey—Troy in high school, Tommi
in middle school—and began dating during Troy’s rookie NFL year.

“Their story is one of alignment: of family, purpose, and an unshakable
commitment to justice. It’s a story of two people who chose each other and
then chose to serve the world.”

Their leadership is a powerful reminder of what’s possible when purpose meets

)

»

compassion.
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SERVICE AWARD
Troy and Tommi Vincent






Award-Winning Actress,
Bestselling Author,
Founder & Speaker

Edwina Findley Dickerson is more than a celebrated award-
winning actress—she is a sought-after speaker, teacher, author,
and the Co-founder of The School for Life, AbundantLifeU.
Edwina is known to global audiences as the hilarious ‘Sheila
Cannon’ in Shonda Rhimes’ popular Netflix series “The
Residence,” set in the White House. She made her prime-time
debut as ‘Tosha Mitchell’ on HBO’s iconic television series 7he
Wire, and was tapped by Tyler Perry and Oprah Winfrey to star as
‘Kelly’ in the hit drama series If Loving You Is Wrong for five
seasons.

Edwina brings truth, humor, and transformation to every stage.
With powerful stories and undeniable stage presence, she travels
the world empowering audiences to pursue their “God Dream”
with boldness, strategy, and spiritual clarity.

FDNINA 2 Whether she’s igniting purpose,
’”D“VWCKER;M v sharing her Hollywood journey,
";;Z‘t’;” I or unpacking lessons from her
‘$ debut book 7he World Is Waiting

' For You (HarperOne, foreword

by Viola Davis), Edwina is a
force. Called ‘a love letter to

dreamers,” her book serves as a
roadmap for destiny.

If your audience is ready to be
inspired—Edwina is the voice
they’ve been waiting for.
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Lerner Tanenbaum




MARLA

LERNER TANENBAUM
PRINCIPAL OWNER

Marla Lerner Tanenbaum serves as the founding chair and board member of
Washington Nationals Philanthropies and as president of her family’s philanthropic
foundation, The Annette M. and Theodore N. Lerner Family Foundation, which has
distributed millions of dollars in the capital region.

Established in 2020, Nationals Philanthropies combines the work of the Washington
Nationals Dream Foundation and Washington Nationals Youth Baseball Academy, of
which Marla was chair and vice chair, respectively. Since 2007, Marla has spearheaded
the Nationals’ community impact efforts, laying the groundwork for Nationals
Philanthropies to become a civic partner to every Washingtonian interested in making a
positive difference in our region and a leading philanthropic organization in
professional sports.

In the spirit of #Nats4Good, Nationals Philanthropies catalyzes the energy of Nationals
fans and the generosity and philanthropic goals of Nationals players, corporate
champions, and community partners to fuel even greater good for a better Washington.
In 2020, a total of 50 community impact grants were disbursed to nonprofit partners
across the region to support critical programs and services. This marks a record
number of grants issued by the Nationals foundation in a given year, demonstrating the
collective power of the Nationals family to deliver direct support to our neighbors when
they need it most. Philanthropic efforts are highlighted by the organization’s
programmatic arm, the Washington Nationals Youth Baseball Academy, which
implements holistic youth development programming and hosts games and
community events serving thousands of young people and other area residents
throughout the year at its nine-acre education and recreation campus in the Ward 7
neighborhood of Ft. Dupont Park.

Nationals Philanthropies builds on the legacy of the Dream Foundation and its indelible
impact on the region made through field refurbishments, grants to local non-profits,
and the Washington Nationals Diabetes Care Complex at Children’s National Medical
Center.

Marla, who sits on Major League Baseball’s Diversity Committee, is also a past chair of
the board for the Koby Mandell Foundation, which sponsors healing programs and
camps for children who have lost family to acts of terror in Israel; past chair and current
member of the Anti-Defamation League’s Washington, D.C. region; and a member of the
National Board of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. She is presently serving on the
Anti-Defamation League’s Sports Leadership Council.



Keep reaching for what
makes you feel whole.

Surprises. Triumphs.
Breakthroughs. For every
moment when words just won’t
do, we give it our all so you can,
too. Because there’s a whole
lot of life to love, and the joy’s
worth the journey.

AdventHealth.com/HumanSpirit AdventHealth

* % Jody & Kathy Victor
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CONGRATULATES

The 1L.S. Dream Accufemy on its
24th Annual Power of a Dream Celebration!

We celebrate your unwavering commitrent to
empowering the next generation of bold dreamers
and bright achiievers — youth who are building a

better, stronger, and more hopeful future.




is a Proud Sponsor of U S Dream Academy’s

DA th Annual Power of a Dream Celebration

Together, we inspire bold dreams and
create bright futures.

Through our continued partnership, IBOAI proudly
supports the U.S. Dream Academy in empowering
children to dream big, achieve more, and build
brighter tomorrows.
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" CENTERA TRANSPORT, INC.

Creating Connecti
Those Who Need

Every connection matters.
Our technology helps
families stay close, even
when they're apart. We are
proud to support the work
of U.S. Dream Academy
and their mission to inspire
and empower children of
the incarcerated to reach
their full potential.




GEORGE
JOHNSON

Philanthropist
and founder of
Johnson Products

Cheers to U.S. Dream Academy for 27 years of impacting
children's lives positively!
Your journey is truly inspiring.

G

to the honorees for this year
your achievements deserve to be celebrated!




GRATITUDE

I would like to say a heartfelt thank you and recognize our amazing
vendors, staff and volunteers who went above and beyond to help make
this evening a fun and memorable night.

LINK Strategic Partners - Event Planners

* Sheena Pegarido, VP of Events

Sherryl Newman, Project Director

Robert Burke, Project Manager

Zamiya Sabour, Project Coordinator

And the incredible support team: Carole Lambert, Director; Janee Brown and Jae Early

Clarke & Associates - PR and Media
» Priscilla, Mark and Huda - always got our back!

Sweet Potato Jones Catering/Events
* Carla Jones, Amber Jones - thanks for the delicious food and extra special touches

* Their amazing waitstaff team and volunteers
Mrs. Lulu Mupfumbu and the Takoma Academy Chorale - here’s to 10 years!

Spoken Word Artist Nikki Ohhh for incorporating our students into your art and writing an
inspiring original work for U.S. Dream

U.S. Dream Academy Staff:

* Geraldine Magondacan, Executive Assistant to the CEO
» Samantha Chappell, HR Manager and Office Manager
Josue Estrada, Senior Accountant

Naaila Gray, National Mentoring Director

Walter Hull, Co-National Program Director

Dipen Bhakta, Co-National Program Director

Videos and Voice Over:
* Teddy Allen (video editor)
* Bradley W.B. Tramel (announcer and voice overs)

Program Book design and layout:
»  Amplifiers, Inc.
» Cicley Gay, CEO

Duke Ellington School of the Arts:

» Sandi Logan, Anthony Adams, Veronica Martin

* Faculty & Students who helped in so many ways to
open up their school to support this event

* Security and Custodial staff

With Gratitude,
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GIANT IS PROUD TO SPONSOR

24TH ANNUAL
POWER OF A DREAM
CELEBRATION

THIS IS HUME

giantfood.com
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A child with a dream is a child with a future

8807 Colesville Road, 5th Floor
Silver Spring, MD 20910
410-772-7143

usdreamacademy.org



