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Foreword

May the Lord bless your time in His Word in the coming
year by drawing you closer to
Himself! | trust the Word of God
will prompt a response of faith
and lead to your ability to see
everything through the lens of
God's truth.

This month'’s devotional begins
with two days on our theme for
2026: Entering the Rest of Faith.
Then we will spend a week
exploring how we can leave a
spiritual legacy, followed by a
number of devotionals on the topic of the Christian Way of
Life. We will end this month with two foundation topics:
eternal security and assurance.

In His grace,

Kevin Redig

All Scripture quotes have been taken from either the
NKJV (1992 edition) or the NIV (1984 edition).



Happy New Year!
Best wishes for a blessed New Year!

Thursday, January 1:
Read Hebrews 3:12-4:12

Our theme for this coming year is: Entering the Rest of
Faith! You saw a reference to it in today's reading:

There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of
God ... Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that
rest, so that no one will fall by following their example
of disobedience. Hebrews 4:9,11

I'll write later in the year about exactly what | think that rest
might be. For today, let me awaken your curiosity by
making a few observations:

o Here we have an aspect of the Christian Life about which
we are told to make every effort. This is God giving us
our marching orders—focusing our attention—for He
wants us in what He calls a place of rest.

Continued on the next page.




Happy New Year!
Best wishes for a blessed New Year!

Thursday, January 1:
Read Hebrews 3:12-4:12 (Continued)

« If we don't enter this rest, it would seem that we are
going to be in a state of disobedience! In the context,
this is the disobedience of the Exodus generation of
Israelites who had such difficulty in learning to trust the
Lord.

o Don't let the word Sabbath as
a descriptor confuse you.
This is simply telling us that
we are not talking about a
physical rest—it is not a vaca- |
tion, time in your La-Z-Boy, or |
anything like that. It is a God-
ordained spiritual rest, just
like that prescribed for His
people every seventh day. It
is a time of setting aside the
demands of this world, and
setting your full affections on
Him.

In quietness
A
and trust is

It is this kind of rest:

This is what the Sovereign Lord, the Holy One of Israel,
says: “In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quiet-
ness and trust is your strength ... Isaiah 30:15

As you can see, we are going to be working this year on
learning to trust our ever-so-trustworthy Savior.



Happy New Year!
Friday, January 2: Read II Timothy 4

As we open the new year with a second day on the subject
of faith, allow me to share a favorite verse:

I have fought the good fight, | have finished the race, |
have kept the faith. [l Timothy 4:7

This happens to be Paul’s personal testimony as his life
draws to a close—and praise God that it might be ours as
well. Although I believe there to be more depth to this
verse than just the subject matter of faith, it is nonetheless
an excellent place to start. Paul says, “I have fought the
good fight ...". That certainly includes the good fight of
faith—meaning he faced every trial, every disappointment,
every circumstance by turning to the Lord and His promis-
es. He put His faith in the unseen rather than the visible.

He continues: | have finished the race ... And Paul's race
was certainly a marathon with a lot of hills! He took no
shortcuts, and he never quit. He just maintained a stead-
fast faith! He always gave himself fully to the work of the
Lord because he knew that his labor in the Lord would not
be in vain! (I Corinthians 15:58)

Lastly Paul says that he kept the faith. Once the word the
is placed in front of the word faith, it typically no longer
refers to the act of faith but to the content of what is
believed. In other words, Paul is saying that the object of
his faith was always the promises and truths of God's
Word, along with the One who stands behind the Word—
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Continued on the next page.



Happy New Year!

Friday, January 2: Read II Timothy 4
(Continued)

| hope that you can see that Paul’s intent is for us to follow
his example. We might restate it like this:

In every spiritual battle we are yet to face, let us:
o Trust the Lord and His Word.

e Finish the race of this life as those who leave to those
who follow a legacy of faith in God.

o Choose the truths of God's Word over the lies of this
world.

Here is something we should find very encouraging: Should
we do this, we have a promise to look forward to. It starts
with Paul and ends with us!

Now there is in store for me
the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the right-
eous Judge, will award to
me on that day—and not
only to me, but also to all
who have longed for His
appearance! |l Timothy 4:8
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| am not surprised such a
crown is coming to Paul, but
what an encouragement for
us to walk by faith as we too
long for His return!




Leaving a Legacy
Monday, January 5: Read Matthew 25

My Dad died on the last day of September this past year.
That has caused me to think about what it means to leave a
legacy; in particular, a spiritual legacy. After | step out of
this life, will | leave anything of value behind and will | have
stored up anything of value ahead of my passing?

Of course, | am not thinking of this as the world does. For
when | think of leaving something of value behind, | am
most certainly not thinking of material things. Rather, |

am thinking of people. People who would testify they
received a blessing simply by knowing me. People who
were impacted spiritually by my life and ministry and, as a
result, are walking with the Lord and accomplishing His will.
That's a legacy worth thinking about ahead of time and one
worth trying to leave behind.

As | said, | am also thinking a lot about the kind of legacy
that you send ahead.

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the
things done while in the body, whether bad or good.

[l Corinthians 5:10

In context, this is the appearance of the believer before his
Savior for an evaluation of the quality of the life he or she
has lived as a Christian. The issue is no longer heaven or
hell, that has already been settled by the receipt of God's
gift of eternal life for those who trust in Christ.

Continued on the next page.



Leaving a Legacy

Monday, January 5: Read Matthew 25
(Continued)

At the judgment seat of Christ, the issue is the quality of the
life lived as a Christian, and whether or not it will merit any

eternal reward from the Savior. My, how | think we should

desire to hear Him say:

“Well done My good and faithful servant!” Matthew 25:23
So, that brings me back to the question,

Is the life | am living right now, such that when | stand
before the Lord He is going to be pleased? Will He be
pleased enough to call me “faithful” and bestow reward
for the things done during the course of my Christian
Life?

For the next few days, | would like us to consider a few of
the kinds of things that would lead to a spiritual legacy. In
other words, the kinds of things that lead to a quality of life
that makes a difference—both in time and for all eternity!




Leaving a Legacy
Tuesday, January 6:
Read Ephesians 5:21-6:9

Yesterday | defined one’s spiritual legacy to be the kinds of
things that lead to a quality of life that makes a differ-
ence—both in time and for all eternity. Although a com-
prehensive look at the concept of spiritual legacy is far
beyond the scope of a daily devotional, we'll use the space
for the rest of the week to begin the process of thinking
about this more deeply.

To begin, we are talking about the things we do with the
days God has given us on this earth as a Christian. That
immediately brings to mind two passages of Scripture. We
will look at the first verse today and the second tomorrow.

For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to
do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to
do. Ephesians 2:10

Here is a very simple principle for you to consider: If we are
going to leave a spiritual legacy behind, we must focus on
those good works which God has prepared for us to do! |
would go so far as to say that we should focus on those
alone and forget the rest!

Of course, that immediately brings to mind a question:
“How do | know what those works happen to be?” Part of
the answer to that question lies with the leading of the Holy
Spirit, but it equally lies with the Word of God. For exam-
ple, both Ephesians 5 and Colossians 3 focus on relation-
ships: husband and wife, parents and children, and work-
place. Let me suggest that is an excellent place to start!

Continued on the next page.



Leaving a Legacy
Tuesday, January 6:
Read Ephesians 5:21-6:9 (Continued)

If you want to leave a spiritual legacy, work on your
relationship with your wife, your children, and, if not your
employees, then your circle of acquaintances.

We have the opportunity to come in contact with two
things on a daily basis which last forever—the Word of God
and people. We should have a daily relationship with both,
and to be sure some of the good works which God has
prepared for us to do involve these people.

| know some will tell me, "It is too late for that—I have made
a complete hash of things!" This is where the leading of the
Holy Spirit comes in. Ask Him where you should apply your
efforts. At the very least you can tell people from whom
you are estranged that you love them and are praying for
them. You don’t have to agree with them or embrace their
ideas, just put on display the love of Christ as guided and
enabled by the Holy Spirit. More on this tomorrow.
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Leaving a Legacy
Wednesday, January 7:
Read Philippians 2:1-18

| mentioned one passage that indicates the kinds of things
we do in this life that might result in leaving a spiritual
legacy behind. Here is another:

Therefore, my dear friends ... continue to work out your
salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who
works in you to will and to act according to His good
purpose. Philippians 2:12-13

Paul is speaking to his dear friends in Philippi, those
believers in Christ who constitute the church in this rough
and tumble Roman enclave. Now, think carefully about this
phrase:

... for it is God who works in you to will and to act
according to His good purpose. Philippians 2:13

Would you agree with me that if God is at work in our
thoughts and actions, we can't help but do anything other
than leave a spiritual legacy? Of course! It must be that
way. But how do we get this to happen on a consistent
basis in our lives? There is one hint right in the text—fear
and trembling!

Let me suggest the word fear is a reference to a much
larger concept which is the Fear of the Lord. | find it helpful
to define this concept as:

» A recognition of who God is as sovereign Creator of all
things.

Continued on the next page.



Leaving a Legacy
Wednesday, January 7:
Read Philippians 2:1-18 (Continued)

e A reverence for what He is like in terms of character and
attributes.

o A healthy respect for His capability to reach in and
accomplish His purposes at any time and place of His
choosing.

In short, we have a very, very big God. Then the word trem-
bling is used to describe humility and distrust of self. Now,
put this all together. We are to work on our salvation—live
in such a way to leave a spiritual legacy—by means of
distrusting ourselves and instead trusting in the Lord who

is able to do all things.

Let me take this one step further. What this passage is
telling us is that, if we put ourselves in the right position,
what we are thinking and what we are doing will be of the
Lord. How do we do that? We set ourselves aside. We put
our faith in God’'s Word and His promises and walk by
means of His Spirit. As we do, we can trust that He will
work through us, both to will and to act in such a way that
we leave a spiritual legacy. He will guide us to repair a
broken relationship, open a new one, and a hundred and
one other things.

| can tell you this: He is trustworthy. It honors Him when we
forget what is behind and press on, steadfastly trusting that
He is able to make something out of our remaining days in
this life, before we see Him face to face!



Leaving a Legacy
Thursday, January 8:
Read II Timothy 4

What remains is the second half of our quest: How do we
live so that we promote a spiritual legacy that extends into
eternity? First, let me show you it is possible:

I have fought the good fight, | have finished the race,
I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for me the
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, will award to me on that day—and not to me
only, but also to all who have longed for His appearing.

[l Timothy 4:6-8

Paul is going to get a crown of righteousness—that is most
certainly descriptive of an eternal reward—so it is possible.
Please pause with me for a moment. Have you ever
thought about what it might be like to exist in God's heav-
en with a crown of any sort, bestowed by the Lord Himself?
| don't dwell on it; nonetheless, | must tell you that | find
that to be a very appealing outcome for my life—to do
something found worthy by my Savior.

Did you note that it is not something that just Paul is going
to receive, but something that every believer who longs for
His appearing is going to receive? What does it mean to
long for His appearing? Let me suggest that the best way
to understand it, in context, is to equate it to: fighting the
good fight, finishing the race and keeping the faith.

Continued on the next page.



Leaving a Legacy
Thursday, January 8:
Read II Timothy 4 (Continued)

We looked at this exact phrase just a few days ago at the
close of the year. When we did so, we considered it in the
context of faith. Allow me to expand our understanding a
bit by adding some additional considerations: To fight the
good fight is to do things God's way.

e Not to decide ourselves the works we should do, but to
seek His will.

« Not to do those works in our own wisdom and own
strength, but in the wisdom and strength He provides.

This will keep us from being like the man in Chapter 7 of
Matthew who claimed to have done all these great things
for the Lord. Jesus' response should get our attention:

... "I never knew you. Away from me, you evil doers.”
Matthew 7:23

Simply stated, to fight the good fight requires each and
every one of us to walk by faith and by the Spirit—each and
every day. We'll finish this verse tomorrow.

Seek His will ..:‘!n all pur works!
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Leaving a Legacy
Friday, January 9:
Read I Corinthians 3:1-15

Yesterday, we only managed to get part way through look-
ing at fighting the good fight, finishing the race, and keeping
the faith. If fighting the good fight is doing things God's
way, then finishing the race is to continue to be a follower
of Jesus—a disciple—all the way until He calls us home.

| once invited a woman in Sun City to church. She told me,
"Oh my husband and | did church all our lives—but we're
retired now.” | am not exactly sure what that means, but |
am pretty sure that she and her husband are not finishing
the race!

As for keeping the faith, that is simply holding fast to the
truths revealed in God's Word. It means you can't let the
philosophies of men, or the thinking of this world guide
your thoughts. It must be the Word of God.

Nor can we let circumstances, especially trials, cause us to
turn away in unbelief.

Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be men of
courage; be strong. Do everything in love.
| Corinthians 16:13-14

Now, if we should manage these things in this life, not in
our strength but with the enabling power of the Holy Spirit,
what are we putting on reserve in eternity? We saw it
yesterday—a crown of righteousness! | think this language
is purposely vague, so that we do not fixate on the reward.
Ours is to be faithfully obedient, and trust that rewards are
to come.

Continued on the next page.



Leaving a Legacy
Friday, January 9:
Read I Corinthians 3:1-15 (Continued)

The general case of this principle was stated in today's reading:

... no one can lay any foundation other than the one
already laid, which is Jesus Christ. If any man builds on
this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood,
hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is ...

| Corinthians 3:11-13

There is no sense talking about an eternal legacy if you are
not first a Christian! But, if we have trusted in Christ unto
eternal life, then we are going to build one way or the other.
It will be with things of value (gold, silver, and costly stones)
or things of no value (wood, hay, or straw). The Lord Him-
self is going to test our work:

... the fire will test the quality of each man’s work. If what

he has built survives, he will receive his reward. Ifitis

burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved ...

| Corinthians 3:13-15

This is how we set aside an eternal legacy, building things of
value during our time on this earth. That takes us back to
the previous few days: investing in relationships, doing the
works God has prepared in advance for us to do, and dis-
trusting self while operating in the Fear of the Lord. In short,
what we do now, has eternal consequences! Do you doubt
the truth of this?

Always give yourself fully to the work of the Lord,

because you know that your labor in the Lord is not
in vain. | Corinthians 15:58

It is not in vain because He will reward you for doing His
works, His way, in His strength, to His glory and our great
blessing! And, all God's people said, “Amen!”



The Christian Way of Life
Monday, January 12: Read Genesis 1

We are going to review a series we did some time ago called
The Mission and Disciplines of the Christian Way of Life. By
the nature of this kind of study, we will not be working our
way through any particular book, but rather through a num-
ber of topics. Nonetheless, we will continue reading a select-
ed chapter a day and focus upon reminding ourselves of the
singular mission given to us by our Lord, and the many disci-
plines with which we must become familiar in order to ac-
complish the mission we B e
have been given.

I think you will find these
reminders to be very help-
ful. We won't do them all
at once, but spread them
out in several sessions dur-
ing the course of the com-
ng year.

Does it help an organiza-
tion to know its mission?

Apparently the U. S. Army
thinks so, because for

many years it has fostered £ o
NN R I  Jesus said: “Go and ma

sion mindset it attempts d1561plze$ ofa/]naflo?”

to foster is clear in the
following excerpt:

| stand ready to deploy, engage, and destroy, the ene-
mies of the United States of America in close combat.

Continued on the next page.



Christian Way of Life

Monday, January 12: Read Genesis 1
(Continued)

Now, as we turn to the pages of Scripture, it becomes clear
that God has, on a number of occasions, given a mission to
mankind. For example, consider Genesis 1:27-28:

So God created man in His own image; in the image of
God He created them. Then God blessed them, and God
said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and
subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over
the birds of the air, and over every living thing that
moves on the earth.”

It is true that God gave that mission a long time ago, so
what about now God is working through the Church? Our
mission couldn’t be more clear, given by Jesus Himself:

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
Me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey every-
thing | have commanded you. And surely | am with you
always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20

Notice that Jesus first establishes His authority, and then
gives one command—to make disciples!

Does the Church seem to you like it is fully engaged in its
mission? Are the lost being converted and then taught
everything Jesus taught and revealed to us in His Word? |
would suggest we have lost our focus, that we have a
mission problem. That is one reason why 78% of the people
in America who claim to be Christians don’t seem to hold
values or live lives compatible with Biblical Christianity!



Christian Way of Life
Tuesday, January 13: Read II Peter 3

What exactly does our mission entail? What does it mean
to make disciples? | think the Scriptures reveal that there
are several components to disciple-making. First, through
the proclamation of Gospel truth and the convicting minis-
try of the Spirit, it is bringing a person to the point they ask:
... "What must | do to be saved?” Acts 16:30

Should they respond by faith in the person and work of Jesus
Christ, then conversion, the first part of disciple-making, has
occurred. A lost soul has been brought into the Kingdom of
God! After that there is the growth aspect. Consider Peter’s
final words to the churches to which he ministered:

... grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. Il Peter 3:18

Continued on the next page.
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Christian Way of Life

Tuesday, January 13: Read II Peter 3
(Continued)

Consider one more component from Il Timothy 2:2:
And the things you have heard me say in the presence of

many witnesses entrust to reliable men who will also be
qualified to teach others.

Did you catch it? Those who are discipled are, in turn, to
disciple others. Here is my summary of what it means to
follow through on our God-given mission:

To make disciples is to cooperate with the Spirit of God in
holding out the truth of the Gospel that lost men and
women might become part of the family of God. And
then we are to continue the process by doing everything
possible to foster their growth in “grace and knowledge.”
Make no mistake, disciples are to, in turn, produce
disciples!

When | look at the church in America and hold it up against
our Mission, again, | would suggest that we have a mission
problem. What happens when a military unit loses sight of
its mission? They stop training, which in time means they
can't shoot straight, meet the physical rigors of combat, and
neglect their equipment. They suffer a loss of readiness.

How about the church? What happens when it loses sight

of its mission? Same thing! It becomes politically correct,
substitutes entertainment for preaching the Word, and
exchanges the Gospel that can eternally save for a social
gospel. In short, the Church suffers a lack of readiness to
fulfill its role as God's witnesses to a lost and spiritually
needy world! Troops found to be non-combat ready should
feel a certain shame. So, too, should the church that has
ceased to be the salt and light that God intended!



Christian Way of Life
Wednesday, January 14: Read Luke 8

Let me show you what it looks like to be mission-minded.

Now the man from whom the demons had departed
begged Him that he might be with Him ... but Jesus sent
him away, saying, “Return to your own house, and tell
what great things God has done for you.” And he went
his way and proclaimed throughout the whole city what
great things Jesus had done for him. Luke 8:38-39

This newly-saved man just wanted to be with his Savior. Of
course, this is very understandable and analogous to the
church fellowship that sees itself as a place of refuge for
Christians, where we can hunker down while the world around
us falls apart. But look at the answer Jesus gives: Go tell
others what God has done! And, the man goes just where
Jesus tells him to go, and beyond! That's what it looks like to
be fully caught up in our mission!




Christian Way of Life

Wednesday, January 14: Read Luke 8
(Continued)

Here is a question for you that | hope brings some convic-
tion. Do you see your current mission in life as one of
being retired (or preparing for it)? If so, that would make us
a retired church and where is the sense of mission in that?
How much better to see ourselves as a church of retired

BUT YOU WILL RECEIVE POWER
WHEN THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS
COME UPON YOU. YOU WILL BE
WITNESSES TO ME IN JERUSALEM,
IN ALL JUDEA AND SAMARIA AND

persons with the one
mission of making disciples,
many of whom happen to

, also be retired persons.

That would mean that
being retired is a current
stage of life, which allows
more time to hold out the
Word of life to those with
whom we recreate and so-
cialize and to our extended
families. Praise the Lord He
has put us on mission in

{ sunny Arizona. But, in any

event, if soldiers deployed
around the world are
prompted by their creed to
always place the mission
first, can we, as Christians
with a singular great com-
mission, do anything less?



Christian Way of Life
Thursday, January 15: Read Ezekiel 33

The Great Commission is a very well known passage of
Scripture. But, perhaps in the back of your mind you are
thinking, “You have made a strong case for our mission as
Christians, but you have built it all on just one verse of
Scripture!”

First, there are many more New Testament references to
our singular mission (Acts 1:8 and Luke 24:44-48 are two
examples). Ezekiel 33 provides a very powerful statement of
mission in the Old Testament and it has application in our
day. Here is what we can glean:

e In Verse 2, we are introduced to the actors on the stage:
the sword, the watchman, and the people.

« The tension within the storyline is developed in Verses 3-
6. Will the watchman be faithful because his deliverance
depends upon it? (Verse 6) Will the people respond to
the grace of God in repentance because their deliverance
depends upon it!? (Verse 5)

« This narrative has as its background the physical realm.
Would the watchman be faithful to warn the people of the
city of the approach of a band of marauders? Will the
people respond in order to fight off their attackers?

However, in context, this scripture is meant to convey a
spiritual message. Prophets like Ezekiel and Jeremiah were
Israel’s spiritual watchmen. The first issue is would they be

Continued on the next page.



Christian Way of Life

Thursday, January 15: Read Ezekiel 3
(Continued)

faithful to convey God’'s message to the people? The
second issue was whether the people would respond to the
message in repentance? As always, there are consequences
for all associated with obedience or disobedience.

Perhaps you are thinking: What does this have to do with
the Church in the day in which we live? We'll make the
application in tomorrow’s devotional. In the meantime, give
it some thought and see what conclusions you reach.

€ _ sl s Tl
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Th é“l"’e'FEJre, my beloved
rothers, be steadfast,

=== immovable, always abounding

in the Lord's work, because ™
you know that your-labor is”
not in vain in the Lord.

1 Corinthians 15:58 WEB




Christian Way of Life
Friday, January 16: Read Genesis 33

Perhaps you are thinking yesterday's narrative in Ezekiel is
just too far removed from our day to really have any
application to us. Consider this to see if you might change
your mind:

« The actors on the stage were the sword, the watchman,
and the people. Do we have a category of at-risk people
in our day? Of course! Every member of the human race
is born lost and on the broad road headed to destruc-
tion. (Matthew 7)

o |s there pending judgment, that is the sword, for this
group?
... it is appointed for men to die once, but after this
judgment. Hebrews 9:27

e How about the watchman? Who fills that role?

Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God
were pleading through us ... [l Corinthians 5:20

The drama today is identical in nature to the situation in
Ezekiel: Will we as watchmen be faithful to declare the
message of the Gospel and in doing so warn the people?
Will the lost respond before it is too late?

And then as a final point to consider—look at the identical
attitude on God's part. In Ezekiel 33:11, God says,

“...  have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but
that the wicked turn from their ways and live.”

Continued on the next page.



Christian Way of Life

Friday, January 16: Read Genesis 33
(Continued)

And what is God's message in our day regarding the lost?

... God our Savior, who desires all men to be saved and
to come to the knowledge of the truth. | Timothy 2:3-4

The Lord is not slack concerning His promise ... not
willing that any should perish but that all should come

to repentance. Il Peter 3:9
‘ "‘" The spiritual parallels are
G w then so strong they are impos-

sible to miss. So, what is
our take-home lesson?
Not only has God always
given a mission to those
who are His, that mission
is wrapped up in His
desire to deliver that which
His hand has created!

" are ambassadors

What a remarkable privi-
&: lege that we have been
given such a high calling
®! (our mission). What a

B Drivilege that we have
s the opportunity to be

& B! cngaged in rescuing

¥ those who will otherwise
perish for all eternity.




Christian Way of Life
Monday, January 19: Read Acts 2

Today we move into the disciplines of the Christian Life—
things like worship, prayer, and Bible study. Let's begin
with an understanding of the balance between our singular
mission and our many disciplines. By this | mean that we
have one mission to make disciples of all nations, but we
have many disciplines. Here is the principle:

The mission/discipline distinction is not one of priority
or importance, but one of focus and organization.

Let me show you by continuing to use our analogy of
soldiers. We have already seen their mission: to defeat the
enemy in close combat. So what kind of mission-ready sol-
diers do you have if they fail in the disciplines associated
with being a soldier: can’t shoot, can't find their way, can't
carry their combat load over distances, and so on. On the
other hand, it is possible to forsake the mission for the love
of a particular discipline! That would be the soldier who
spends all his time at the firing-range, but doesn’t want to
shoot at anything other than bullseyes.

Are you seeing the application? Are we really ready for the
mission if we don’t know God’'s Word, how to pray, or how
to engage in worship with other Christians? Of course not!
But then, there is the Christian who has pages of Bible
study notes and has never shared the Good News with
anyone. Both are out of balance!

Continued on the next page.



Christian Way of Life

Monday, January 19: Read Acts 2
(Continued)

Consider it this way: Without worship, you are not really a
disciple yourself because you are not preparing for your
mission. Without disciple-making, your worship is
contradictory because it springs from failure of mission
(disobedience).

Who is the most
effective disciple-
maker? One who
is fully capable in
the disciplines of
the Christian Life.
And, that's the
story of the early
Church.

Disciplines: And
they continued
steadfastly in the
apostles doctrine
and fellowship,
in the breaking
of bread, and in

prayers.
Acts 2:42 . A

Mission: Day after day, in the temple courts and

from house to house, they never stopped teaching

and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Christ.
Acts 5:42




Christian Way of Life
Tuesday, January 20: Read Luke 10

To introduce our first discipline, | would like you to consider
the following hypothetical. Imagine for a moment that, in
order to both encourage you in your walk and to guide
your efforts for the remaining days you have on this earth,
you were going to have a short face-to-face meeting with
Jesus. At this meeting He is going to pass on to you the
one thing He would like you to keep in mind. What do you
suppose it would be?

Interestingly enough, the Bible tells us what it would be in
Luke 10:38-f. Before we begin to unpack this passage, let
me remind you of the differences in how | am using the
terms mission and discipline. Our mission is the big picture
task that the Lord has given us to accomplish, individually
and, in particular, corporately. As we have seen, that is to
represent Him to a lost and dying world that the lost, for
whom Christ died, would hear the good news of the Gospel
from us, turn to Christ, and believe.

On the other hand, the disciplines of the Christian Life are
those habits and practices in which we engage every day in
order to become conformed to the image of Christ (that's
the vertical aspect of the Christian life). The disciplines help
us be prepared and fully engaged in our mission of reach-
ing the lost (that's the horizontal component of our Chris-
tian life). Don't let my use of these terms cause confusion.
It is as simple as thinking about the daily disciplines that will
help us accomplish our mission from the Lord.

Continued on the next page.



Christian Way of Life

Tuesday, January 20: Read Luke 10
(Continued)

So with that said, what is the one thing in terms of a daily
discipline which the Lord is communicating to us? Well, |
can tell you one thing it is not—excessive busyness!

But Martha was distracted with much serving ...
Luke 10:40

Most churches would love to have as many Marthas as possible.
Now to her credit, she did welcome Jesus into her home and
went to work putting her gifts of hospitality into practice. One
problem, the Lord of glory was in her home and she was too busy
to pause to hear what He might have to say. You may think | am
being too hard on Martha? Not only does the text say she was
distracted, there is also only one imperative verb in the whole
passage. That is Martha's command to Jesus to order Mary
to help. When your efforts at ministry lead you to boss Jesus
around—something is out of balance! More tomorrow.

Jesus said, “My sheep listen to My voice ...” John 10:27




Christian Way of Life
Wednesday, January 21: Read John 17

So Martha was involved in doing important work for the
Lord. (It really was for the Lord!) Now look at what Jesus
said to her:

“But one thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that
good part, which will not be taken away from her.”
Luke 10:42

This passage should really get our attention. For Jesus not
only identifies the one thing needed, but He also calls it the
good part and something that cannot be taken away. We
have just found our first discipline of the Christian Life!
What was Mary doing? She was sitting at the feet of Jesus
and hearing, literally to hear with understanding, what He
had to say.

Let me give you a few points to consider on this marvelous
little narrative:

o As we seek to follow Jesus as His disciples, we must be
constantly on guard against the tendency to allow the
good to be the enemy of the best. Here is an example.
There are times when focusing upon the Lord through
prayer, reflection, and Bible study is the most important
thing we have to do! To do anything else, at that point,
is to let the good be the enemy of the best.

« Although it may be a part of “sitting at Jesus feet to hear
His Word,” | want to be certain that you understand you
cannot just reduce this to Bible study.

Continued on the next page.



Christian Way of Life

Wednesday, January 21: Read John 17
(Continued)

| have pointed you to the following many times:

“... But you do not have His word abiding in you, be-
cause whom He sent, Him you do not believe. You search
the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal
life; and these are they which testify of Me. But you are
not willing to come to Me that you may have life.”

John 5:38-40

This is what can happen when you come to the word as a
medium of scholarship—to get facts, figures, and quotes. It
must be seen as the written Word behind which stands the
Living Word! It must not be
seen as a medium of scholar-
ship, but one of fellowship with
our Lord and Savior. Notice
how eternal life defined in this
way is relational:

And this is eternal life, that
they may know You, the only

true God, and Jesus Christ s . R
whom You have sent. hn 17 ~ And this is eternal life -
John 1733 that they may kvow

By way of application, | encour- YOU, the ouly true God,
age you to open your daily quiet 5 and Jesus Christ whom
time with a simple prayer based 10U have seut.
upon John 17:3. You will be i J?h“ 17:3 ,_
blessed by the results. e G

AT T W T R




Christian Way of Life
Thursday, January 22: Read John 15

| am trying to build a case for the first discipline of the
Christian Life: to daily sit at the feet of Jesus and listen to
what He has to say! We saw it in Luke 10, but is it anywhere
else in Scripture? How about John 15:5:

“He who abides in Me, and | in him, bears much fruit; for
without Me you can do nothing.”

Could it be that to abide is very closely related to sitting at
His feet and listening? The word translated abide is a com-
mand in the Greek. Notice how, apart from abiding, we can
accomplish nothing in terms of fruit. Furthermore, note the
repetition of the term abide in Verses 4-10. This is another
way to emphasize its importance.

The word abide means to remain in a particular location, to
wait, to dwell. When these are applied relationally, they are
very similar to the idea found in Luke 10 of giving Jesus our
focused attention.

The concept of grafting a branch into the vine can be very
helpful. When a branch is grafted into a vine, it must first
be tightly bound, followed by a period of waiting while
internal changes occur. These changes involve the growing
of the woody fibers of the vine into the branch and vice
versa.

Do you see the beautiful picture of what happens when we
regularly come to the Lord and listen—receiving His mind

Continued on the next page.



Christian Way of Life

Thursday, January 22: Read John 15
(Continued)

through the study of His Word, listening to the voice of the
Spirit, and meditating upon His ways and His thoughts?

This opens the way for His life to be manifest in our lives so
that we can bear fruit. Until this happens, there is no way
for real fruit, that which is pleasing to the Lord, to be born
in our lives. In fact, until this happens the branch is simply
not ready to bear fruit. Do you desire for your life to bear
fruit? Begin by abiding in the true vine that is Jesus Christ
and in Him alone.




Christian Way of Life
Friday, January 23: Read Luke 3

So, the first discipline of the Christian Life can be described
as sitting at Jesus' feet and listening to what He has to say
or, alternately, abiding in Christ as a branch in the vine.
There is one more thing to which | would like to draw your
attention before we move on, consider John 15:9:

“As the Father loved Me, | also have loved you; abide in
My love.”

This is an astonishing verse! But to understand it, we must
understand just how the Father has loved the Son. Consider
Luke 3:22:

“You are My beloved Son; in You | am well pleased.”

The Father’s love for the Son is dramatically described, but
did you note that Jesus says He loves us in this same way?
You will never come to grips with the depth and meaning of
this aside from spending time with the Lord, abiding in Him!

There is nothing automatic about our abiding in Christ. We
need to make it a priority in our lives and set aside the time
to do so. If we don't, the demands of this life will push our
time with the Lord out of its rightful place. John 15:10 tells
us that part of abiding in the love of Christ is to obey His
commandments. This verse makes it clear that we are not
in fellowship with the Lord unless we are walking in obedi-
ence to what He has revealed to us. But we must realize
that in terms of priority, we don't start with obedience,

Continued on the next page.



Christian Way of Life

Friday, January 23: Read Luke 3
(Continued)

but rather with abiding in Him. Obedience flows from
abiding. When you and | struggle with obedience in some
particular area, our greatest need is not to strive harder but
to come out from the struggle and abide, to sit at His feet
and fix our eyes upon Him!

... you have been in the arena, you have been endeav-
oring, you are a failure, come out and sit down, and as
you sit there behold Him, look at Him. Don't try to be
like Him, just look at Him. Instead of letting that fill
your mind and heart, let Him fill it. Just behold Him,
look upon Him through the Word. Come to the Word
for one purpose and that is to meet the Lord. (Douty)

Sometimes, this is all we can and should do! Not as an

excuse for failure, but to find God's answer to our need.
. \f// 7 5t SR :: ,:\\, " 5

“Abide in MY love.”
- John 159




Foundations

Monday, January 26:
Read Acts 16:1-34

Returning to the Foundations of the Christian Life, we are
once more going to consider two closely-related topics.
Next up are Eternal Security and Assurance. We'll take them
one at a time beginning with Eternal Security—and here is
how we get there. | can present a lost person with the
means to be saved by introducing them to John 3:16:

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and
only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish
but have eternal life.

There are, of course, many questions that may need to be
answered, and clarifying information provided. But the long
and short of it is: God has provided a means of salvation
centered in the Second Person of the Trinity—the Lord
Jesus Christ. Should we put our faith in His work accom-
plished at the cross on our behalf, instead of perishing, we
will receive the gift of eternal life. It is that straight forward!

We find exactly this occurring during Paul’s first missionary
journey when the Philippian jailor fell at Paul's feet and
asked, “Sirs, what must | do to be saved?" (Acts 16:30) Paul
and Silas replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you
will be saved..." (Acts 16:31)

The outcome for the jailor was that:

... he was filled with joy because he had come to believe
in God—he and his whole family. Acts 16:34

Continued on the next page.



Foundations

Monday, January 26:
Read Acts 16:1-34 (Continued)

But I can tell you from experience, should a person respond
in faith, it won't be long until they ask this question: “Is
there anything | can do to lose my eternal life once | have it?"
What they are really asking is, “How secure is the life God
has given me?”

These questions are usually the result of some kind of spir-
itual failure in the life. | am going to first give you the Bibli-
cal answer to questions regarding the security of our eternal
life and then spend the next few days proving it to you
from the Scriptures. Here is a summary of what the Bible
has to say:

Those things that God, in grace, [ «
glives to those who believe in “
the person and work of Christ ¢

are eternally secure. They |
cannot ever be lost. Specifically,

[ . FOR GOD SO LOVED THE
b_ellever.s can never lose_. eternal WORLD, THAT HE GAVE HIS
life, their association with ONE AND ONLY SON, THAT

. . . WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HI
Christ, and their family status L SHOULD N -
as a child of God. ‘

If this is true, it is very good
news, isn't it? And, | am going to
try and leave no doubt in your
mind that, upon the authority of
God's Word, it is absolutely true!




Foundations

Tuesday, January 27:
Read John 5:16-47

Let me start where | left off yesterday:

Those things that God, in grace, gives to those who
believe in the person and work of Christ are eternally
secure. They cannot ever be lost. Specifically, believers
can never lose: eternal life, their association with Christ,
and their family status as a child of God.

God very much wants us to know this, and repeats itin a
variety of ways throughout His Word. For example, He does
so right within His well-known promise of eternal life:

For God so loved the world that He gave His one and
only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish
but have eternal life. John 3:16

God has made a point of describing the kind of life He gives
to those who believe. Is it temporary or conditional? No! If
we believe, then the life He gives in return lasts forever—
that's what eternal means! By the way, God doesn’t say
anything about us having to keep on believing. If we
believe, then He bestows a gift—an eternal one.

If that is not enough, then consider the way in which God,
through Jesus, revealed a bit more in John 5:24:

“I tell you the truth, whoever hears My word and believes
Him who sent Me has eternal life and will not be
condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.”

Continued on the next page.



Foundations

Tuesday, January 27:
Read John 5:16-47 (Continued)

Once again, should an individual believe, he or she receives
eternal life in return. Now, God has added more infor-
mation to the blessings of believing—such an individual
also need not fear condemnation. That's because, if you
have eternal life, you are in Christ Jesus and there is

... ho condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.
Romans 8:1

God takes it one step further by telling us that we have
crossed over from death to life. Before | placed my faith in
Christ | was dead in trespasses and sins (Ephesians 2:1) and,
like all the rest of the people in the world, | was by nature
an object of His wrath (Ephesians 2:3).

But when | believed, God caused me to cross over from a
place of death to one of life. The Greek verb translated
crossed over is in the perfect tense. That is the verb tense
used to describe an action that happened in the past and
has present results. It describes something that has already
happened and it never needs to be repeated. At the
moment that we trusted in Christ for eternal life, God
caused us to cross over from a place of death to one of
life—eternal life.

Today, however many years we have believed, we are still
crossed over! In fact, we don't ever need to worry about
crossing over again. Our crossing over is an accomplished
work of God that occurred the moment we believe and
cannot be undone. God wants all those who have trusted
in Christ to know that their eternal destiny is secure!



Foundations

Wednesday, January 28:
Read II Timothy 2

Continuing our investigation of Eternal Security, the ques-
tion arises, "What if | turn away from the Lord? What if | am
not faithful?" Do you suppose it depends upon our faithful-
ness to spiritual things, or is it God's faithfulness to His
promise to save? We had better hope it depends on His
faithfulness and not upon ours or
there is no such thing as the eternal
security of the believer! Perhaps you
remain skeptical, so how does the
Scripture handle this?

... if we are faithless, He will

remain faithful, for He cannot

disown Himself. |l Timothy 2:13

Our God is the faithful one! One
more passage for you to consider.
In Matthew 12, the Pharisees have
accused Jesus of driving out demons
by the power of Satan. Jesus refutes
their position in such a way that it
speaks directly to the concept of
eternal security. He first makes it very clear that He is
driving out demons by the Spirit of God as the King to
come. And then He says something very interesting:

.. how can anyone enter a strong man'’s house and carry

off his possessions unless he first ties up the strong man?
Then he can rob his house.” Matthew 12:29

Continued on the next page.



Foundations

Wednesday, January 28:
Read II Timothy 2 (Continued)

In order for demons to be cast out, Satan must first be
bound by someone greater—the Lord Jesus. Then Satan'’s
demon servants can be cast out. Here is what happens
when a lost individual believes in the person and work of
Christ and gets saved:

For He has rescued us out of the dominion of darkness

and brought us into the kingdom of the Son He loves, in

whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
Colossians 1:13-14

When we placed our faith in Christ, God forcibly removed
us from the kingdom of Satan and put us in that of His Son.
He bound Satan, and caused the born-again child of God to
cross over from death to life. What a mighty spiritual act
accompanied our salvation. Yet we wonder if it is some-
thing that we can lose. Why for that to happen, for Satan
to get us back, he would have to bind our Savior and take
back what was once his.

When | spell it out for you like that, you should be quick to
realize that this is never going to happen. Satan does not
have the power to bind Jesus or to take anything that
belongs to Him. You see,

Having believed, you were marked in Him (Jesus) with a
seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaran-
teeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who
are God's possession—to the praise of His glory.
Ephesians 1:13-14

Once we are in the Kingdom of the Son, we aren’t going
anywhere. That's security you can count on!



Foundations
Thursday, January 29: Read I John 5

Today we move on to the subject of the believer's assur-
ance. Our assurance is part of how we understand the
salvation that God has provided for all those who receive
by faith His gift of eternal life. To have assurance of one’s
salvation is to both know you are saved and to have confi-
dence your salvation is secure. Such assurance is based
upon the unchanging nature of God's promises and not the
uncertain nature of our personal walk.

There are those who will claim that it is a form of arrogance
to confidently claim to have assurance of one's salvation.
On the contrary, it is to believe the clear declaration of truth
as contained in God’'s Word, something every believer

should be doing.

Theseaithings | have written to you
who believe in thefidine of the
Son of God, that you may know

Continued on the next page.

that you have eternal life, and that
/o' may continue I;o-'lg:é ieve |rT'E.
~name of the Son o God‘ g

-»
1 John 5:13 WEB




Foundations

Thursday, January 29: Read I John 5
(Continued)

See for yourself:

And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life,
and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has life ...
| write these things to you who believe in the name of
the Son of God so that you may know that you have
eternal life. | John 5:11-13

By this point you shouldn’t be the least surprised that
eternal life is found only in the Son. But are we to know for
sure whether or not we have it? God's Word says we are to
know we have eternal life. You and | have just one question
to answer: Have we believed in the name of the Son of God?
If you can answer in the affirmative, then you are to know
that you have eternal life.

To clarify, at the time John wrote his epistle, the name of an
individual was descriptive of who they were and/or what
they had accomplished. So, | might ask, “Have you believed
in the person and work of Jesus Christ?"

e His person in that He is the eternally existent Second
Person of the Trinity, who took on our humanity in order
to be our representative.

e His work in that He went to the cross in our place, bore
our sin, received the wrath of God upon Himself for that
sin—so that we could be redeemed!

If you have put your faith in that Jesus and the work of the
cross, then you are to know you have eternal life. You are
to know you eternal life is as secure as God can make it.

And, that should be all the assurance you or | will ever
need!



Foundations

Friday, January 30:
Read I John 1:1-2:2

Given the clear Scriptural support for both the eternal
security and assurance of the believer, why do so many have
doubts about both? There is a one word answer: failure!
That is failure either in terms of sin or of wandering away
from the kind of vital relationship we are meant to have
with the Lord.

Now either of those failures is a serious spiritual issue! But
the question we are investigating is whether or not they
impact God'’s gift of eternal life. Let the Scriptures speak for
themselves, staring with | John 2:1:

My dear children, | write these to you so that you will not
sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the
Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One.

Continued on the next page.
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“YOU MAY-NOT SIN. IF ANYONE
SINS, WE HAVE A COUNSELOR. &
CWITH THE FATHER, JESUS CHRIST.




Foundations

Friday, January 30:
Read I John 1:1-2:2 (Continued)

It is clear that God's intent for the child of God is that we
avoid sin. But what if we do sin? The Lord Jesus steps
forward and speaks in our defense. And who could possi-
bly be a better choice than the One who died for our sins!
How often will He speak up in our defense? Do you see
any expiration date? Do you see anything about a loss of
eternal life? On the contrary, this is reason to think our
salvation is secure and to have assurance!

Here is a second verse for you to consider:

Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those
who come to God through Him, since He always lives to
make intercession for them. Hebrews 7:25

This passage speaks of Jesus in His role as High Priest. If we
have come to God the Father through faith in Christ, then
of what can we be sure? We can be sure that Jesus always
lives to make intercession on our behalf! As a result, we
can know that we will be saved to the uttermost!

| hope that by now you are really starting to gain a crucial
insight. We are secure, and can have assurance, not as a
result of what we do, but because of the finished work of
Christ on the cross and His ongoing work on behalf of
those who have believed. | am not trusting in the quality
of my spiritual life, although | am certainly trying to make
progress! On the contrary, | am trusting in the ability and
faithfulness of my loving Savior!

That's what gives me confidence and it should be your
confidence as well!



Therefore he is also able to save to the
uttermost those who draw near to God
through him, seeing he ever lives to make
intercession for them.

Hebrews 7-25 WEB
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He who abides in Me, and | in him, bears much fruit...John 155
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