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An Introductory Study in Prophecy




Pmplfleca Series Servuons

Our sermon series for the summer of 2014 investigated
the subject of prophecy. The response by the congrega-
tion at Vistoso Community Church was so encouraging,
that we are publishing each of the sermons both in book-
let form and online on our web site.

The first five sermons were
released in booklet form in
January of 2015. These are
the final five booklets that com- |
plete our Prophecy series:

« Volume 6: When and Why
Will the Believing be
Leaving?

« Volume 7: The Signs of the
Times

e Volume 8: Two Destinies

e Volume 9: Above the Fray

« Volume 10: Connecting
the Pieces

In His grace,

Kevin Redig, Pastor
Vistoso Community Church



Volume 10: Conunecting the Pleces

An Introduction

During the course of the past nine lessons, we have built
the following prophetic timeline of things to come:

Timeline of Human History

Bema Seat Judgment - Marriage Supper

Ist

Advent of Christ
(suffering servant) Rapture 2nd Adv

The Mystery
of the Church

We began our study at the point of the Second Advent of
Christ, as a reference point, and then in the lessons that
followed worked our way both forward and backwards in
time. | remind you that rather than rely on human hy-
potheses and philosophies regarding the future, we in-
stead carefully extracted our understanding of what the
future holds from the Word of God. We have basically
done a survey of God’s prophetic timeline, and of course
there is much detail remaining for future study. Nonethe-
less, | believe this meets our need as a church fellowship
in that it gives us a common frame of reference we can
all share.



For many of you, much of this may be quite new. Give it
time to settle. Go back over the various lessons, make
sure you can see how we extracted our framework from
the text of Scripture, and give these things the careful
consideration they deserve. By no means have we tried
to push any theological system upon you; rather we have
let the Scriptures speak for themselves in building our
theology—and that is as it always should be.

Perhaps you are still wondering to yourself, “Why even
get into prophecy like this? Isn’tit just opening a can of
worms? Doesn't it just cause a lot of division, and isn’t it
all just based on pure speculation?” As to the why—let
me remind you again of a verse | drew to your attention
at the beginning of our study: Revelation 1:3

revelation

LETTERS FROM THE Ehfl.‘#_j:‘,-'DF THE_WSEII:LD
Blessed [is] he that readeth,and they matmﬁﬁemﬁ.r_ .
of this prophecy, and keep those things w yritten
therein: for the time [is]at hand. | L

Just reading and hearing the prophecy contained in the
book of Revelation brings a blessing to the disciple of
Christ, and, of course, there is always a premium placed
by God on responding to what He reveals. So even if
much of this is new to you, | would encourage you to go
through it again, study the Scriptures, and prove to your-
self that what we have really accomplished is to develop
a coherent framework of understanding—drawn straight
from the Word of God.



No secular voice can speak with any such authority, and
even many religious voices speak more from a standpoint
of protecting their own theology rather than from a clear
and coherent interpretation of God’s Word.

Furthermore, even though we are into our tenth booklet
on the subject of prophecy, | want to remind you that |
was purposely short on depth and detail—for my intent
was not to make us prophecy experts, but rather we
began this study for a number of very important and
related purposes:

o To instill hope! Remember a Biblical hope is a
certain confidence that God will see us through,
especially in difficult times.

o To prompt godliness! For the study of the prophetic
future is always meant to result in godly living in the
present. In other words, understanding the unfolding
of God’s plan for the future is meant to impact our
personal purity in the present.

« To give us confidence. Specifically, that everything
is under God'’s sovereign control, for He “makes
known the end from the beginning, from ancient times
things yet to come.” (Isaiah 46:10)

| will have accomplished these intents, if, each time after
the study of this topic, you say to yourself, “I have been
spiritually encouraged. | see the need to live my life in
the present in light of eternity. No matter how things are
unfolding, | have confidence that God remains firmly in
charge and His purposes will prevail!”

Now in this closing lesson | have two goals:

« First, rather than focusing on investigating new mate-
rial, we are going to spend our time consolidating our
gains by stepping back and seeing how things fit
together; and then, by making some application.



« Second, | would like to show you how the study of
prophecy connects with the communion remem-
brance, so that you might in the future connect the
practice of communion in the present with the
certainty of God’s plans and purposes in the future.

The Blg Pleture

So let’s begin the process of stepping back and looking
at the big picture. You and | are living during the time-
frame of the Church—that great mystery that was hidden
for ages and generations (during the Old Testament), but
now is revealed for all to see and is meant to put on
display the glory of God. So when we consider carefully
both the Church and what is yet to come, we should be
asking ourselves, “What does what we have learned
about the future mean for us today? What is the take-
home message of this study?” It is very important for us
to do this after a study of this kind lest we just get used
to moving on to the next topic without being transformed
by the teaching of God’s Word. So let me suggest three
things that we ought to consider:

Recalling the Rapture
As we consider the Rapture of the Church! Recall the
Scripture in | Thessalonians that | have presented here
in two parts with comments inserted:

But | do not want you to be ignorant, brethren,
concerning those who have fallen asleep. . .we who
are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord,

(To which coming does Paul refer? We have learned it
is the coming of Christ to snatch away His Bride to Him-
self—that where He is, we may be also. (John 14:1-3)



...will by no means precede those who are asleep.
For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with
a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise
first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air. | Thessalonians 4:13-17

Again, | remind you that this coming of Christ for His
Bride could occur at any time—this year, this week, even
today! As one Bible scholar of our day, who has been
studying prophecy for 30 years, has quipped, “I’'m not
looking for signs anymore, | am listening for sounds!”

So how is this to affect the Church? It is to cause us to
act in light of what is theologically called immanence.
Immanence means that we are to live each day as if
Christ could return at any moment; that is to have a cer-
tain eagerness, not only for His return, but that we would
be found fully engaged in His work when He does return.

Can you imagine the difference it would make if this was
one of the fundamental guiding thoughts of our lives?

Do you remember the illustration of Sir Ernest Shack-
leton’s team of Antarctic explorers? After being cut off
from their expedition leader, with circumstances growing
more uncertain by the day, they lived each day in light of
the Boss’s certain return. Every day they unpacked only
those things necessary to get through the day, and each



day they packed up everything in order to be ready to
leave at a moment’s . :

notice upon the Boss’s
return. Day after day
they lived this way—as if
the inhospitable shores
of Elephant Island were
not really their home!

Can you imagine the
way our lives might be
different if we lived that
same way—from the

that is the express
reason why God has
revealed to us the limited information about the coming
Rapture of the Church—so that we might realize this
earth is not our home. Rather, we are here on a mission
for our Lord until He comes to take us to Himself.

But, in reality, how many of us have unpacked and set
up shop here in this world as if we were here for the long
haul. We have often so invested ourselves in this world
that, if Christ did return sometime this coming month, we
would be disappointed because it would interfere with
the plans we have made. Is the underlying cry of the
soul Maranatha, or would we prefer to not be interrupted
by the Lord? Are we more concerned about being found
faithfully engaged in service when the Lord returns, or
have we pushed that whole concept to the back of our
mind as so much uncertain religious dogma?

Can | give you a practical example that | think applies to
our church fellowship? As God provides financial where-
withal to this fellowship—what should we do with it?



As most of you know, we have some outstanding debt—
should we pay it off, or should we use our additional
monies to take on more ministry?

Let me lay out the two competing world-views we are
talking about, and show you how the applications differ.

First, Matthew chapter 24 says:

...Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his
master made ruler over his household, to give them
food in due season? Blessed is that servant whom
his master, when he comes, will find so doing.
Matthew 24:45-46

On the other hand, the website for one of the nearby
churches in our vicinity says this: “. .. we take the
Bible seriously, not literally. . .”

Do you see the difference, and how that difference will
likely shape almost everything we might do? For on the
one hand making the first passage a priority means we
must make being found “doing His ministry” an absolute
priority.

On the other hand, taking the Bible seriously and not
literally allows a church fellowship to sort and choose
what parts of God’s Word they are going to obey, and
justify whatever course of action they think best. In short,
it allows the final authority to rest within the counsel of
man and not God.

| can tell you on behalf of our church leadership, that
although we want to be good stewards and manage our
debt responsibly, we have made the decision to turn part
of everything the Lord gives us right back into ministry.
By doing that, when He returns, this fellowship will be
found faithful and wise accomplishing in due season the
ministry He has called us to accomplish!



Recalling the Millennial Kingdom

| am sure you remember that this is a time of nearly per-
fect environment, universal prosperity, swift and perfect
justice, long-life, and the list goes on. For this is what is
going to happen (and not until then) when the Lord Jesus
Christ is on the throne. But then something happens!
Satan is released and he rallies a great army of followers
to himself. How can this happen, and more importantly,
what is the message for us?

As much as anything this gathering of evil in a perfect
world reinforces our understanding of the condition of
man’s heart, and just how lost he really is. For Scripture
tells us:

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desper-
ately wicked; who can know it? Jeremiah 17:9

So when it comes right down to it—what man needs
more than anything else is not a change in his environ-
ment, redistribution of wealth, improved health, or any of
those things man sees as necessities for a perfect world.
What man really needs is a change of heart! The Bible
calls this a spiritual birth! And this is something only God
can do through His Spirit in response to the truth of His
Word.

| am not saying that social programs never do any
good—but | am dogmatically saying that at the best they
are a means to Gospel hearing, and at worst a false lead
or distraction. We need to be very careful to focus our
primary energies on the one thing that can lead to a
transformed heart and a change in eternal destination.
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This is one reason that God has planned the experiment
of the Millennium! This is why He has laid it all out
ahead of time. For He isn’t just telling us what is going to
come next, but rather teaching us an enormously im-
portant principle—specifically, that none of the things
that man thinks will address his easily proved depravity
are actually the answer. For the Millennium teaches us
that if the King of kings and Lord of lords can’t reform
society from the outside in—then it simply can’t be done,
and we as the Church are simply tilting at windmills when
we devote our energies to trying.

What's needed is a new
creation from within, and that
comes only through faith in
Jesus Christ—and that is the
content of the message to
which we need to bear wit-
ness. That is our primary
calling!

; % 11 Cor 5:17

Recalling the Tribulation, Great White
Throne, and the Bema Seat of Christ

What do all three of these have in common? They
involve judgment! The Tribulation describes an unprece-
dented time of the outpouring of God’s wrath against
Satan, his unholy trinity, and unbelieving man. The
Great White Throne documents the final judgment
(Second Death) that is the destiny of those of all ages
who have rejected God. And lastly, the Bema Seat
involves the judgment of the lives of Church-age
believers before their Lord.

11



Now in our day we have been deceived regarding the
concept of judgment—badly deceived! For how often do
you hear the judgment to come for believers brought up
within Christian circles? And, even less often in our day,
how often is the concept of future judgment taught to the
unbeliever? Why it has become anathema for the
Christian to broach this subject. Is this ignoring of
judgment Biblical?

“God, who made the world and everything in it. . .
And He has made from one blood every nation of
men to dwell on all the face of the earth. . . we ought
not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or sil-
ver or stone, something shaped by art and man's
devising. Truly, these times of ignorance God over-
looked, but now commands all men everywhere to
repent, because He has appointed a day on which
He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man
whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of
this to all by raising Him from the dead.”

Acts 17:24-31

In context, the above was Paul’'s message of hope to a
lost culture. And do you see that it contained not only
the message of redemption and reconciliation that is
available in Christ, but also a message of impending
judgment in order to prompt mankind to obey God’s call
to repent!

And, what is the proof of not only the adequacy of Christ’'s
payment for sins but also the reality of a coming judgment?
Why, it is the resurrection of Christ! The resurrection
validates both. For this reason, it should be no surprise
that Satan attacks the reality of the resurrection, since it
is such an essential part of not only the payment for sin,
but also the judgment to come for those who fail to re-
spond.

12



So then, the first area in which we have been deceived is
with respect to the reality of a judgment to come. lItis as
if we think we are going to be able to say, “What, | am
going to be judged because | rejected the work of Christ
on my behalf? How could | have known?” The answer
includes both the fact of revealed prophecy and the
historical fact of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Man
can pretend the whole concept of judgment has caught
him by surprise, but don’t for a second think that God is
obligated to go along with the charade for He has clearly
revealed what is to come, and called us to come to Him
via repentance based upon this very same revelation!

Furthermore, there is a second count on which we have
been deceived. How many of you have heard unbeliev-
ers—both religious and irreligious say, “How could a
loving God ever condemn anyone to hell for all eternity?”
In fact, maybe you have wrestled with this very same
issue yourself! First of all, | want you to realize that to
frame the question this way is to attempt to isolate the
love of God from all other aspects of His character. In
other words, it is to propose a God who is love, but not
simultaneously righteous, or just, or all-knowing, or all-
powerful. In short, it is to make God into something that
could never be, and which is completely outside our
every day experience as to how His character functions.

13



My Mom was certainly a very loving individual; but it was
her great strength and balance of character which made,
even as a young child, the love that she expressed so
different from that which | observed in every other mom
in the neighborhood.

Worse yet, once this fabricated idea of God’s character
takes hold, it leads people to say completely nonsensical
things like, “I've lived a good life, I've had a good run, I'll
take my chances with the man upstairs!” It is as if we
are staking our eternity on the fact that God can’t fail us.

Now follow this principle very closely—God has preempt-
ed this whole line of deception by clearly and descriptive-
ly laying out the judgments to come as part of His plan
for the ages. Man can fool himself, but does so to his
own extreme peril for he has no legitimate excuse. For
God has in effect said, “My children, those who have
trusted in the work of My Son on their behalf, will be
evaluated under one set of criteria. While those who
have persisted in rebellion and the delusion of autonomy
from God will be judged under another set of criteria. In
fact, these, who have not believed, will have, by default,
forced me to include them with the same judgment that
has been decreed for the Devil and his fallen angels, that
is eternal death in the Lake of Fire!”

Do you see it? When it comes to the issue of judgment,
lost mankind is acting like a kid on the playground who is
trying to stretch a double into a triple. Acting as if the
worst that could happen is to get thrown out at third—in
which case all one has to do is to get up, dust one’s self
off, and go back to playing. Simply acting as if there are
no real consequences. When in reality, we are talking
about separation from all that is good—forever, and trad-
ing it in for eternal damnation. The consequences and
ramifications are both huge and eternal.

14



Worse yet, do you realize
from what source lost peo-
ple have in part gotten this
warped view of reality?
From us! We, in the
church, have let the truth
about God become a one-
dimensional message. By
that | mean we faithfully
communicate that He is lov-
ing—and He is! Further-
more, this message must
be so clear and compelling
that even the most down
and out human being
knows that God is willing to reach into their lives and save
them. But at the same time we must also communicate
that our God is a Holy God! We must communicate this
message clearly enough that people realize that apart
from His salvation, there is no hope but only a fearful ex-
pectation of judgment (Hebrews 10:26), because that is
what a Holy God must do!

Let’s consider for a moment one of the most dramatic
scenes in the Bible. The prophet Isaiah is at a cross-
roads in his ministry. The beloved king of the nation has
died, and yet God has much for Isaiah yet to accomplish.
It would seem to make sense that God would come to
Isaiah and declare His love for the prophet and the peo-
ple of Israel. Instead, He gives Isaiah a vision of heaven.
There we see the throne of God high and lifted up; the
train of His robe fills the temple; so majestic is our God
that the seraphs are calling out,

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God of hosts, the whole
earth is full of His glory!”

15



It will be worth the effort to unpack this a bit further. The
Hebrew word translated holy carries several connota-
tions. It means to be set apart as in a cut above. |t
carries the connotation of absolute moral purity. And it
has the idea of that which is pervasive—in other words, it
is not an addition to the list of God’s characteristics, but it
effects every aspect of His character.

It is essential to realize that God has a holy sovereignty,
a holy righteousness, and even a holy love that is
absolutely pure and a cut above those characteristics
from any other source. If we deny this, then we are
denying what God is really like. For me, the wonder of
our salvation is really two equal parts. First, the wonder
of the love of God whereby He died in my place even
when | was in rebellion against Him. Second, the wonder
of how God found a way via the cross to satisfy the re-
quirements of His holy justice and His holy righteousness,
for they are equally part of His nature. Without their satis-
faction, there would be no salvation for mankind.

Organizing the Lessons

Let me see if | can carefully organize this for you. God’s
love is expressed to lost mankind in common grace in
general, and at the cross in particular.

« Common grace includes such things as the magnifi-
cently balanced planet on which we live, an environ-
ment capable of producing food, sustaining life, and
so forth. Every member of the human race, whether
they acknowledge it or not, partakes of this aspect of
the grace of God.

16



e Grace through the Cross. On the other hand, the
grace of God which is able to save mankind is availa-
ble in no other way than through the cross of Jesus
Christ! Only those who place their trust in the person
and work of Christ receive the blessing of this special
or particular category of grace.

For by grace
you have been saved
through faith:;
and that not
of yourselves,
it 1S the
gift of God.

% ~ Ephesians 2:8 . .

b

Common Grace Buys Us Time
God’s common grace gives us time to receive by faith
God’s love manifest through His Son. If we received
what we deserved, we would all be blotted out in an
instant. However, God graciously allows time for us to
respond to the Gospel—to choose to receive by faith
what He has done on our behalf. Lost mankind “lives
and breathes” because the love of God allows it (Acts
17:25), but has no other claim to the love of God than
that offered through the cross.

17



The Grace of the Cross Gives us Salvation

If man rejects the cross, a correct understanding of God
should lead us to the reality that what remains is only a
fearful expectation of judgment and of raging fire
(Hebrews 10:26). A correct understanding is not some
squishy concept of a God who lets anything go.

Follow this carefully, this is the reason for including reve-
lation regarding the Tribulation and the Great White
Throne Judgment within the scope of information re-
vealed within the Bible. Specifically this revelation is in-
cluded that we might understand the depth of what is at
stake and the weight of the consequences. Eternal dam-
nation is the lot of those who reject the plan and provi-
sion of God at the cross.

Even if we have responded to the cross, we must still
realize what is at stake so that we are not lazy or
apathetic with our neighbors, children, and
acquaintances. For when a person steps out of this life,
if all they have to cling to is an epitaph something like:
“He was a really good guy. . .”, they are going to face a
kind of hopeless eternity that should bring us to our
knees and motivate us to hold out the truth.

Perhaps you are thinking, “This just doesn’t quite fit my
idea of a loving God. How could He condemn anyone to
the Lake of Fire—forever?” In answer, God doesn’t
choose to condemn a man, for He is not willing that any
should perish (Il Peter 3:9).

18



Rather, it is the rebel who refuses to accept the offer of
life provided by the love of God. In his rebellion, the
rebel thinks he is going to dictate terms to the Sover-
eign God of the universe, and part of this dictating of
terms is to declare what a loving God would and would
not do.

Let me remind you of what the Bible actually teaches.

_Jesus Opened the Seals

We must not forget who it was that opened the “seals”

that begin the outpouring of the wrath of God known as
the Tribulation? Based upon Revelation 6:1, it is none

other than the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of

the world; and furthermore, He was the only one found
worthy to do so.

THE SEVEN SEALS

/flst : /'_2"& : /fard : /;m /51r : @m .

Seal Seal

—

Seal
White Red Black Pale Horse: Martyrdom Heavenly

Horse: Horse: Horse: Pestilence & Great Sians
Deception War Famine 1 of Trib

Rew.6:1-2  RevBa-g  Rev.Bis-6  mankinddies Rev. 6:9-11

Rev. 6:7-8

There you have it—as an act of love He died for the
sins of the entire world, but as the ultimately worthy
One He initiates judgment on rebellion. This same
Lamb is going to come back as King of kings and Lord
of lords, and when He rules in righteousness via a
scepter of “iron”, there is not going to be any way to
charge this King with a lack of love—not the one who
also went to the cross on our behalf.

19



Do you understand the application? No one is ever
going to be able to accuse the Lamb of God, who took
away the sins of the World by receiving them unto Him-
self, with being unloving; and this holds true even when
He is in the midst of exercising judgment!

Many asked, after our study of the Great White Throne
Judgment, about the hopelessness associated with this
judgment. In other words, if there is no chance before
the Great White Throne to actually prove an adequate
level of righteousness from our own works, or to find
one’s name in the Book of Life—why does God go
through with it? Why play out the drama when it always
ends the same way?

First—it shows us that God is just—He is giving the con-
demned their last chance to show they do not deserve
eternal separation. But there is a deeper reason as well.
God is showing us ahead of time the absolute futility of
going our own way. In other words, there is no future in
rejecting His provision so that we can squeeze out our so
-called independence for a little while longer. This
hopeless end is meant to cause us to reconsider in the
present, and accept what the love of God has offered.

Do you see how completely incongruous it is to castigate
the love of God because He won’t love us on our terms?
It is much more appropriate to stand in awe that the

grace of God is available to even one such as you or me!
Once we understand this, it has application toward those
around us. For example, it helps us understand our role:

It is not our task to tell people what they want to hear;
we must tell them what in some sad future time they
would wish they had heard. (L. Andrewes)

20



This is just another way of saying what we can also read
in the Scriptures:

Christ’s love compels me. . . it is as if God were
making His appeal through us. . .be reconciled to

God. [l Corinthians 5:14,20
This is a burden that should be carried by every Christian!
Recalling the Lessons

In closing our study of
prophecy, let me suggest
one way that you can
regularly recall what we
have learned and be en-
couraged in hope, puri-
fied in conduct, and con-
fident in what is to come.
Consider with me the
words of the communion
remembrance detailed in
| Corinthians 11:24-26:

“Take, eat; this is My
body which is broken
for you. . . This cup is
the new covenant in
My blood, drink it. . .
do this in remembrance of Me. “

We begin by remembering the past. When Christ hung
on the cross, the sin of every member of the human race
who will ever live was poured out on Him, and He was
judged for them! He received in Himself, the punishment
that we deserved.

21



And as a result, that judgment which was demanded by
the character of a perfectly righteous and just Father was
satisfied. The Son’s work was so completely satisfactory
to the Father that He raised Him from the dead—first to
be seen by many, and then to be ascended to the right
hand of the Father—the place of honor. In the mean-
time, He has poured out His Spirit that we might be His
witnesses to a lost and dying world.

As often as you do this. ..

As those who live after the cross, we live during the time
of the Church—that mystery that was hidden for ages
and generations, but is now revealed. We are His Body,
He is the Head, and He has work for us to do. The gates
of hell will not prevail against the plans and purposes of
God. In fact, we are to put on display the Wisdom of
God—through the Church—in the heavenly realms! He
has made our bodies a temple of the Holy Spirit, and
Christ in us is the hope of glory—who else but our God
has ever done such a thing? What a privilege to live and
minister as part of the Church, and what a great calling
we have received to be His ambassadors and His wit-
nesses to those who are perishing!

Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ,
as though God were pleading through us:
we implore you on Christ’s behalf,
be reconciled to God.

or. 5:2¢
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For whenever you do this. . . you proclaim
the Lord’s death until He comes. . .

Our action as witnesses for Christ in the present should
most certainly be connected to our understanding of the
future! For in this calling we want to be found faithfully
laboring until the full number of the Gentiles has come in,
and then He will return to take His Bride to Himself, that
where He is we may be also. We will receive a resurrec-
tion body that is like His glorious body—death will be de-
stroyed, our lives will be lovingly and justly evaluated be-
fore His Mercy Seat, we will take our place at the Mar-
riage Supper of the Lamb and then reign with Him.

Do you see what the Communion remembrance invites
us to do? It not only invests time—past, present, and
future with meaning—but it should cause us to reflect up-
on all that God is doing through His people. It should
cause us to think about what it means to be a part of the
Church in the present, what has gone before in the past,
and what is yet to come associated with Christ’s certain
return in the future. The Communion remembrance
should remind us of the great redemptive plan of God
and thrill us with that fact that we have a partinit. This,
in turn, prepares us to represent Him to those otherwise
without hope and without eternal life.

Our study of prophecy has given us a framework by
which we are caught up in the plans and purposes of the
Sovereign Creator of the universe, who has offered a so-
great salvation and given us a part in proclaiming it to the
ends of the earth.

Praise God that our God is One

who makes known the end
from the beginning!
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