News from the Office: “New Fish!”
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The memorable scene in the film Shawshank
Redemption of the main character's first
night in jail is thankfully not representative of
UK jails now. However, going inside for the first
time can be truly frightening. Prison is such a
unigue experience that | hope you will pray
for the 200 or so men and perhaps 5 women
who find themselves on “first reception”
every day!

We all deal with new things differently, some
find it easier than others, but | doubt that
anyone finds their first time in prison a joyful
experience. Some will have come straight
from the court, and it didn't go the way
expected, indeed they were hoping to be
at home that evening. Brief goodbyes may
have been possible to family and friends, but
maybe not.

Everything you take in with you will be
sedrched and checked and most, if not all,
will end up in your ‘prop’ (property) rather
thanin your cell with you. Many have said that

you leave your name behind and ‘become’
your prison number, which will be printed on
an ID card and which you will need for many
things inside. It can be a vulnerable time and
some may be taken advantage of or end up
unintentionally “in debt”.

Yet there is hope, there are usually trusted
prisoners to help and guide the newbies,
many prisons have an induction wing and
spend as much as a week helping men
understand the regime and their new way of
life. And, a Chaplain must visit and ask about
faith and practice, which can be a huge
opportunity for the gospel.

Please pray for Daylight Chaplains (and
others) doing inductions. Pray for the grace
to deal well with those who are vulnerable
and nervous, for wisdom to answer well
any questions, and that many seeds will be
planted and relationships begun that will
bear fruit during a prisoners’ time inside.

Supporters’Week - Please join us for our online prayer meetings throughout our Supporters’
Week (w/b Sunday st February) from 7:45pm on Sunday, Monday, and Thursday, from
8am on Tuesday and Saturday, and from 12:30pm on Wednesday and Friday.

Meeting ID: 834 6260 5665 Passcode: 935565 https://bitly/4qemz9T

If you would like to support Daylight's work financially, one-off or regular gifts can be made
via the ‘Donate’ tab on our website daylightcpt.org, or call 01245 252735 to make gifts by
phone. Cheques made payable to Daylight Christian Prison Trust can be sent to our office
address below, and if you would like a Gift Aid or Standing Order Form, please let us know.

Daylight CPT, 126 New London Road, Chelmsford CM2 ORG

Daylight is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation
Registered in England & Wales Charity no. 1104726

n Subscribe to our Prayer Feed
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Ahead of the Christmas period, we received requests from a number of prison
Chaplaincy Teams for items they could include in gift bags for their residents. We were
pleased to be able to send them Daylight pens and bookmarks, along with How Can | Be
Sure of Heaven booklets from Open the Bible UK and sign-up cards for our Letter Writing

Ministry and Written Studies.

During January, it was good to receive
a message from one chaplain, saying, “/
would very much like to express my sincere
thanks for your kind donation of the books,
cards, and pens. | created little bags which
were given out to the men as part of their
Christmas present. | have also sent a thank
you card to Daylight (made by a prisoner),
which I hope you will get shortly.

Igottoknow Daylightthrough the volunteers
at my previous prison, their unjudgmental

witness along with all the work you do in
the office is truly remarkable and incredibly
appreciated by all the Chaplains here, as
well as I'm sure the prisons throughout the
country. A big thank you from me”.

Please pray that these items will be a
blessing to the prisoners who received
them and that we will be able to continue
to offer support to Chaplaincy Teams
across the country.

While in the UK on a two-year missionary assignment, we were pleased to be able to
partner with Songs of the Folk, a husband and wife folk duo of A.T. & Lauren Cason who
use their music as a means of ministry to people in tough situations.

During their time here, AT & Lauren visited a
number of prisons with us, and before their
return to the US last summer, they shared
that these visits had been the highlight of
their time here.

In another update recently, they
announced that inspired by their work in
prisons and other needy places, they have
now been able to co-found a new non-

They write, “For the Folk will give us an
outlet to continue to do this special work,
and a way to share about it and involve
more people. Bringing joy to people who
are downcast, bringing hope to people
surrounded by despair, bringing beauty
to people living within concrete walls and
barren spaces, and showing up for people
who feel lonely and unseen”.

profit organisation named For the Folk. Read more at www.forthefolknc.org I
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