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- The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Proper 18

Church of the Holy Comforter —Vienna, Virginia
The Holy Eucharist Rite Il

September 6, 2026 at 10:00 A.M.

vy

The liturgy follows the Book of Common Prayer, beginning at page 355.

OPENING VOLUNTARY: Aria from Goldberg Variations

THE ENTRANCE

At THE PROCESSION, HYMN 400 (stanzas 1, 4-5, 7) “All creatures of our God and King”

Sung by all,

Presider
People

standing.

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Presider says the Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of

our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTUS ES, DOMINE, HYMNAL, S 236

Sung by all.

Johann Sebastian Bach

Lasst uns erfreuen

John Rutter
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THE CoLLECT OF THE DAy
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

Grant us, O Lord, to trust in you with all our hearts; for, as you always resist the proud who confide in their own strength,
so you never forsake those who make their boast of your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

THE WoRD oF GOD

THE FIRST LESSON [ The people are seated.] Ezekiel 33:7-11
So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give
them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the



wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. But if you
warn the wicked to turn from their ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but
you will have saved your life. Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our
sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” Say to them, “As I live, says the Lord Gop,
I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back from
your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel?”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psaim 119:33-40 Legem pone
33 Teach me, O Lorp, the way of your statutes, *
and I shall keep it to the end.

34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your law; *
I shall keep it with all my heart.

35 Make me go in the path of your commandments, *
for that is my desire.

36 Incline my heart to your decrees *
and not to unjust gain.

37 Turn my eyes from watching what is worthless; *
give me life in your ways.

38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, *
which you make to those who fear you.

39 Turn away the reproach which I dread, *
because your judgments are good.

40 Behold, I long for your commandments; *
in your righteousness preserve my life.

THE SECOND LESsoN Romans 13:8-14
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The commandments,
“You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other
commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor;
therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake
from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us
then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

AT THE SEQUENCE, HYMN 376 “Joyful, joyful, we adore thee” Hymn to Joy

Sung by all, standing. During the singing of the Sequence Hymn, children through second grade may follow the Dove Cross to
Children’s Chapel.

TuE Hory GOsPEL Matthew 18:15-20
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone.

If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with
you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them,
tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax
collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my
Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”



The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Tue SERMON  The Rev. Jon Strand
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon. The people stand for the Creed.

THE NICENE CREED  [Said by all.]
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  [All remain standing.] Form 1V Book of Common Prayer, p. 388
The leader of the Prayers will begin with prayers for the church and the world. Throughout you are invited to add your own petitions
either silently or aloud.

Intercessor Lord, in your mercy.
People Hear our prayer.

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
The Presider says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  [All kneel in silence.]

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Presider stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you. [7he people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

TaeE Hory COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE
The people remain seated while an offering is received to support Holy Comforter’s work of sharing God's love with the world. As the
offering is brought forward to the altar, all stand.

AT THE OFFERTORY, VOLUNTARY: Song without Words, Op. 67, No. 3 (“Song of the Pilgrim”) Felix Mendelssohn

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  [7he people stand.] Prayer C, Book of Common Prayer, p. 369
Presider  'The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Presider  Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.



Presider ~ God of all power, Ruler of the Universe, you are worthy of glory and praise.

People Glory to you for ever and ever.

Presider At your command all things came to be: the vast expanse of interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their
courses, and this fragile earth, our island home.

People By your will they were created and have their being.

Presider ~ From the primal elements you brought forth the human race, and blessed us with memory, reason, and skill. You
made us the rulers of creation. But we turned against you, and betrayed your trust; and we turned against one
another.

People Have mercy, Lord, for we are sinners in your sight.

Presider ~ Again and again, you called us to return. Through prophets and sages you revealed your righteous Law. And
in the fullness of time you sent your only Son, born of a woman, to fulfill your Law, to open for us the way of
freedom and peace.

People By his blood, he reconciled us. By his wounds, we are healed.

Presider  And therefore we praise you, joining with the heavenly chorus, with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all
those in every generation who have looked to you in hope, to proclaim with them your glory, in their unending

hymn:
Sancrus, HymNAL, S 124 David Hurd
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The Presider continues and gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ and prays over the bread and wine.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
Presider ~ Remembering now his work of redemption, and offering to you this sacrifice of thanksgiving,
People We celebrate his death and resurrection, as we await the day of his coming.

The Presider continues
Lord God of our Fathers; God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: Open our eyes to see
your hand at work in the world about us. Deliver us from the presumption of coming to this Table for solace only, and not
for strength; for pardon only, and not for renewal. Let the grace of this Holy Communion make us one body, one spirit in
Christ, that we may worthily serve the world in his name.

People Risen Lord, be known to us in the breaking of the Bread.
Presider ~ Accept these prayers and praises, Father, through Jesus Christ our great High Priest, to whom, with you and the
Holy Spirit, your Church gives honor, glory, and worship, from generation to generation.

People AMEN.

THE LORD’s PRAYER
Presider And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD, HYMNAL, S 161 David Hurd
Sung by all.
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INVITATION  [7he People are seated.]

As Jesus welcomed all to his table, so do we at Holy Comforter. The bread and the wine are the central symbols of God's presence and

we invite you to share in the Eucharist in whatever way feels comfortable to you, regardless of age or tradition. We also offer gluten-free
bread and unfermented grape juice as alternatives—iust let the priest know. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms in front
of your chest. The Holy Eucharist is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling of Christ in us

and us in him. Come to the table and be joined into Christs ministry of love and reconciliation.

HEALING PRAYERS

Anyone wishing for healing prayers—uwhether for yourself or for another or for our hurting world—is invited to come to the prayer
station in the back of the nave after receiving communion. You need only say as much as you wish, and anything said will be held in

confidence.
CoMMUNION Music  [Sung by all.]

Hywmn 819 [green hymnal] “Guide my feet Lord”

African-American spiritual
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don’t want to run this race in vain.

don’t want to run this race in vain
o

2 2 P2 g g e & 5 2 g
%ﬁk:k H ] ﬁ ﬁ H — H
5 - 1 I I i |
) \ \ 1 ! ! T 1 i |

SENDING OF EUCHARISTIC VISITORS
Presider  In the name of God and of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you
go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s Body and Blood.
People We who are many are one body because we share one bread, one cup.

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER  [Said by all.]
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

THE BLESSING

At THE CLOSING, HYMN 527 “Singing songs of expectation” Ton-y-Botel
Sung by all, standing.

DismissaL  [The people respond,]
Thanks be to God.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY: Les Baricades Mistérieuses Francois Couperin

S 236 (Benedictus es, Domine) © 1985 Oxford University Press; S 124 (Sanctus) and S 161 (Fraction) © 1980 G.I.A. Publications, Inc.; used by permis-
sion One License #A-718650.



