
The Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 16

Church of the Holy Comforter – Vienna, Virginia
The Holy Eucharist Rite II

August 23, 2026 at 10:00 A.M.

The liturgy follows the Book of Common Prayer, beginning at page 355.

Opening Voluntary: Sonata No. 13 in B-flat major: Andante cantabile	 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

The Entrance

At The Procession, Hymn 522 “Glorious things of thee are spoken”	 Austria
Sung by all, standing.

Presider	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People	 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Presider says the Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in excelsis, Hymn 900 [green hymnal]	 John Rutter
Sung by all.
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The Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.   Let us pray. 
Grant, O merciful God, that your Church, being gathered together in unity by your Holy Spirit, may show forth your 
power among all peoples, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Word of God

The First Lesson   [The people are seated.]	 Isaiah 51:1-6
Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the Lord. Look to the rock from which you were hewn, and to 
the quarry from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when 
I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. For the Lord will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, 
and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her, 
thanksgiving and the voice of song. Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out 
from me, and my justice for a light to the peoples. I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone out and 
my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and 
look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live 
on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never be ended.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 138   Confitebor tibi
	 1	 I will give thanks to you, O Lord, with my whole heart; *  
			   before the gods I will sing your praise.
	 2	 I will bow down toward your holy temple  
		  and praise your Name, *  
			   because of your love and faithfulness;
	 3	 For you have glorified your Name *  
			   and your word above all things.
	 4	 When I called, you answered me; *  
			   you increased my strength within me.
	 5	 All the kings of the earth will praise you, O Lord, *  
			   when they have heard the words of your mouth.
	 6	 They will sing of the ways of the Lord, *  
			   that great is the glory of the Lord.
	 7	 Though the Lord be high, he cares for the lowly; *  
			   he perceives the haughty from afar.
	 8	 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; *  
			   you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;  
			   your right hand shall save me.
	 9	 The Lord will make good his purpose for me; *  
			   O Lord, your love endures for ever; 
			   do not abandon the works of your hands.

The Second Lesson	 Romans 12:1-8
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy 
and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 



renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. For 
by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to 
think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many 
members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually 
we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to 
faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in 
diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

At The Sequence, Hymn 525 “The Church’s one foundation”	 Aurelia
Sung by all, standing. During the singing of the Sequence Hymn, children through second grade may follow the Dove Cross to 
Children’s Chapel.

The Holy Gospel	 Matthew 16:13-20
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man 
is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said 
to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And 
Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father 
in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail 
against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was 
the Messiah.
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon   The Rev. Jon Strand
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon. The people stand for the Creed.

The Nicene Creed   [Said by all.]
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father 
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People   [All remain standing.]	 Form II, Book of Common Prayer, p. 385
The leader of the Prayers will begin with prayers for the church and the world. In the course of the silence after each bidding, you are 
invited to add your own prayers, either silently or aloud.

The Confession and Absolution

The Presider says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.   [All kneel in silence.]
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.



The Presider stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.   [The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]

Welcome & Announcements

The Holy Communion

The Offertory Sentence

The people remain seated while an offering is received to support Holy Comforter’s work of sharing God’s love with the world. As the 
offering is brought forward to the altar, all stand.

At the Offertory, Anthem: ”Lead me, Lord”	 Samuel Sebastian Wesley
Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness; make thy way plain before my face.  

For it is thou, Lord, only that makest me dwell in safety.

The Great Thanksgiving   [The people stand.]	 Prayer 3, Enriching Our Worship
Presider	 The Lord be with you. 
People	 And also with you. 
Presider	 Lift up your hearts. 
People	 We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People	 It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Presider proceeds
All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal 
Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the 
sea when it burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind.
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; And so as the morning stars sing 
your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy:

Sanctus, Hymnal, S 125	 Richard Proulx
Sung by all.
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The Presider continues and gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ and prays over the bread and wine.



Memorial Acclamation

Presider	 And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, longing for 
Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands have made, 
we acclaim you, O Christ:

People	 Dying, you destroyed our death. Rising, you restored our life. Christ Jesus, come in glory!

The Presider continues
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us the Body and Blood of your 
Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us 
together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with all your people into the joy of our true eternal 
home. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our God and 
Creator in voices of unending praise.
People	 Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer

Presider	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread, Mass of the Holy Comforter	 David Boulware-Kelley
Sung by all.
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Invitation   [The People are seated.]
As Jesus welcomed all to his table, so do we at Holy Comforter. The bread and the wine are the central symbols of God’s presence and 
we invite you to share in the Eucharist in whatever way feels comfortable to you, regardless of age or tradition. We also offer gluten-free 
bread and unfermented grape juice as alternatives—just let the priest know. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms in front 
of your chest. The Holy Eucharist is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling of Christ in us 
and us in him. Come to the table and be joined into Christ’s ministry of love and reconciliation.



Communion Music   [Sung by all.]
Hymn 831 [green hymnal] “Ubi caritas”	 Jacques Bertier, Taizé

The Postcommunion Prayer   [Said by all.]
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

At the Closing, Hymn 780 [green hymnal] “Lord, you give the great commission”	 Abbot’s Leigh 
Sung by all, standing.
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œ
œ
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˙

œ
œ

œ

œ

.œ
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œ œ

œ
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œ
œ
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œb
œ

œ

œ

œ
œ
b ˙

pur -
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œ
œ

œ

œ

˙
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˙

˙

œ
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hold
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a
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œ

˙
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œ

œ

œ œ
œ
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com -
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˙

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

˙ œ
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teg -
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ci -
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ri -
i -
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ni -

œ œ

˙

œ
œ

œ
œ
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.
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˙

ty.
ty.
ty.
ty.
ty.

.

.

˙

˙

œ

œ
œ
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˙

˙
˙
N œ

œ

˙ œ
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˙ œ

˙
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œ œ
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˙

˙
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œ

œ

œ
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œ

œ
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œ
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˙
œ
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œ œ
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˙ œ
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˙
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œ

œ

.

.

˙

˙
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.

.
˙
˙

Refrain

Dismissal   [The people respond,]
Thanks be to God.
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