
The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 15

Church of the Holy Comforter – Vienna, Virginia
The Holy Eucharist Rite II

August 16, 2026 at 10:00 A.M.

The liturgy follows the Book of Common Prayer, beginning at page 355.

Opening Voluntary: Pavana	 Orlando Gibbons

The Entrance

At The Procession, Hymn 410 “Praise, my soul, the King of heaven”	 Lauda anima
Sung by all, standing.

Presider	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People	 And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Presider says the Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in excelsis, Hymn 900 [green hymnal]	 John Rutter
Sung by all.
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The Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.   Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us a sacrifice for sin, and also an example of godly life: Give us grace 
to receive thankfully the fruits of his redeeming work, and to follow daily in the blessed steps of his most holy life; through 
Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Word of God

The First Lesson   [The people are seated.]	 Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will come, and my deliverance be 
revealed. And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to 
be his servants, all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, and hold fast my covenant—these I will bring to my holy 
mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my 
altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of 
Israel, I will gather others to them besides those already gathered.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 67   Deus misereatur
	 1	 May God be merciful to us and bless us, * 
			   show us the light of his countenance and come to us.
	 2	 Let your ways be known upon earth, *  
			   your saving health among all nations.
	 3	 Let the peoples praise you, O God; *  
			   let all the peoples praise you.
	 4	 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, *  
			   for you judge the peoples with equity  
			   and guide all the nations upon earth. 
	 5	 Let the peoples praise you, O God; *  
			   let all the peoples praise you. 
	 6	 The earth has brought forth her increase; * 
			   may God, our own God, give us his blessing. 
	 7	 May God give us his blessing, * 
			   and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him.

The Second Lesson	 Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the 
tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 
Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now 
been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in 
disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

At The Sequence, Hymn 470 “There’s a wideness in God’s mercy”	 Beecher
Sung by all, standing. During the singing of the Sequence Hymn, children through second grade may follow the Dove Cross to 
Children’s Chapel.



The Holy Gospel	 Matthew 15:21-28
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started 
shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” But he did not answer her at 
all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent 
only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It 
is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that 
fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” 
And her daughter was healed instantly.
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon   The Rev. Keith Joseph
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon. The people stand for the Creed.

The Nicene Creed   [Said by all.]
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father 
and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People   [All remain standing.]	 Form II, Book of Common Prayer, p. 385
The leader of the Prayers will begin with prayers for the church and the world. In the course of the silence after each bidding, you are 
invited to add your own prayers, either silently or aloud.

The Confession and Absolution

The Presider says
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.   [All kneel in silence.]
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Presider stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.   [The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]

Welcome & Announcements

The Holy Communion

The Offertory Sentence

The people remain seated while an offering is received to support Holy Comforter’s work of sharing God’s love with the world. As the 
offering is brought forward to the altar, all stand.



At the Offertory, Solo: “How can I keep from singing”	 Robert Lowry, arr. Brent Yorgason
	 My life flows on in endless song	 What though my joys and comforts die? 
	 Above earth’s lamentation:	 The Lord, my Savior liveth. 
	 I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn	 What though the darkness round me close: 
	 That hails a new creation.	 Songs in the night he giveth. 
	 Refrain	 Refrain
	 Through all the tumult and the strife,	 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, 
	 I hear that music ringing.	 A fountain ever springing. 
	 It finds an echo in my soul; 	 All things are mine since I am his! 
	 How can I keep from singing?	 How can I keep from singing? 
	 Refrain	 Refrain
	 Refrain	 No storm can shake my inmost calm 
		  While to that Rock I’m clinging. 
		  Since God is Lord of heaven and earth,  
		  How can I keep from singing?

The Great Thanksgiving   [The people stand.]	 Prayer 3, Enriching Our Worship
Presider	 The Lord be with you. 
People	 And also with you. 
Presider	 Lift up your hearts. 
People	 We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People	 It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Presider proceeds
All thanks and praise are yours at all times and in all places, our true and loving God; through Jesus Christ, your eternal 
Word, the Wisdom from on high by whom you created all things. You laid the foundations of the world and enclosed the 
sea when it burst out from the womb; You brought forth all creatures of the earth and gave breath to humankind.
Wondrous are you, Holy One of Blessing, all you create is a sign of hope for our journey; And so as the morning stars sing 
your praises we join the heavenly beings and all creation as we shout with joy:

Sanctus, Hymnal, S 125	 Richard Proulx
Sung by all.

&
b œ œ

œ œ

Ho - ly, ho - ly,

.œ

j

œ
˙

ho - ly Lord,

.œ

j

œ

j

œ

j

œ œ

God of pow - er and

.˙

Œ

might,

&
b œ œ

œ œ

heaven and

.œ

j

œ
œ œ

earth are

.œ

j

œ œ œ

full of your

œ ˙ œ

glo - ry. Ho -

&
b

.œ

J

œ

œ œn

san - na in the

œ ˙

œ

high - est. Ho -

œ œ œ œ

san - na in the

œ ˙

Œ

high - est.

&
b œ œ

œ œ

Blessed is he who

.œ

j

œ
œ œ

comes in the

.œ

j

œ œ œ

name of the

.˙ œ

Lord. Ho -

&
b .
œ

J

œ

œ œn

san - na in the

œ œ ˙

œ

high-est. Ho -

œ
œ
œ

œ œ œ œ œ

san - na in the

œ

œ

œ
œ

œ .˙

high -est.

œ
.
˙

.˙

Œ

.
˙

The Presider continues and gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ and prays over the bread and wine.



Memorial Acclamation

Presider	 And so, remembering all that was done for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection and ascension, longing for 
Christ’s coming in glory, and presenting to you these gifts your earth has formed and human hands have made, 
we acclaim you, O Christ:

People	 Dying, you destroyed our death. Rising, you restored our life. Christ Jesus, come in glory!

The Presider continues
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts of bread and wine that they may be to us the Body and Blood of your 
Christ. Grant that we, burning with your Spirit’s power, may be a people of hope, justice and love. Giver of Life, draw us 
together in the Body of Christ, and in the fullness of time gather us with all your people into the joy of our true eternal 
home. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, we worship you our God and 
Creator in voices of unending praise.
People	 Blessed are you now and for ever. AMEN.

The Lord’s Prayer

Presider	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread, Mass of the Holy Comforter	 David Boulware-Kelley
Sung by all.
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Invitation   [The People are seated.]
As Jesus welcomed all to his table, so do we at Holy Comforter. The bread and the wine are the central symbols of God’s presence and 
we invite you to share in the Eucharist in whatever way feels comfortable to you, regardless of age or tradition. We also offer gluten-free 
bread and unfermented grape juice as alternatives—just let the priest know. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms in front 
of your chest. The Holy Eucharist is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling of Christ in us 
and us in him. Come to the table and be joined into Christ’s ministry of love and reconciliation.

Communion Music   [Sung by all.]
Hymn 773 [green hymnal] “Heal me, hands of Jesus”	 Sharpe
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Sending of Eucharistic Visitors

Presider	 In the name of God and of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you 
go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s Body and Blood.

People	 We who are many are one body because we share one bread, one cup.

The Postcommunion Prayer   [Said by all.]
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

At the Closing, Hymn 539 “O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling”	 Tidings 
Sung by all, standing.

Dismissal   [The people respond,]
Thanks be to God.

Closing Voluntary: Prelude in B-flat major from The Well-Tempered Clavier I	 Johann Sebastian Bach

900 (Gloria) © 1972 Oxford University Press; S 125 (Sanctus) © 1971, 1977 G.I.A. Publications, Inc.; 773 (communion hymn) © 1997 Carl Haywood 
Music; used by permission One License #A-718650. Mass of the Holy Comforter © 2014 David Boulware-Kelley, used by permission. 


