The Fourth Sunday of Easter
A4

.\’ Church of the Holy Comforter —Vienna, Virginia
\\ ’ The Holy Eucharist Rite 1l with Baptism

April 26, 2026 at 10:00 A.M.

The liturgy follows the Book of Common Prayer, beginning at page 299.
OPENING VOLUNTARY: Tierce en Taille from Mass for the Convents Francois Couperin

THE ENTRANCE

AT THE PrROCESSION, HYMN 205 (stanzas 1, 3-5) “Good Christians all, rejoice and sing!” Gelobt sei Gort
Sung by all, standing.

Presider  Alleluia. Christ is risen.

People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.
Presider  'There is one Body and one Spirit;
People There is one hope in God’s call to us;
Presider  One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;

People One God and Father of all.

THE CoLLECT OF THE DAy
The Lord be with you. And also with you. Let us pray.

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice we may know him who
calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, one God, for ever and
ever. Amen.

THE WoRrD oF GOD

THE FIRST LESSON  [The people are seated.] Acts 2:42-47
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. Awe came upon
everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the apostles. All who believed were together and had all
things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. Day by
day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous
hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who

were being saved.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PsaLM 23 Dominus regit me David Boulware-Kelley
The cantor sings the refrain, which is then repeated by all. Thereafter, the cantor sings the verses, and all join on the refrain, as
indicated. 5 3 3 3 ~
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I will dwell in the house of the LoRrD, for ev - er, hal-le-1u - jah.

1 'The Lorb is my shepherd; *
I shall not be in want.

2 He makes me lie down in green pastures *
and leads me beside still waters.

3 He revives my soul *

and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake. /Ref.]

4 'Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
I shall fear no evil; *
for you are with me;
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I will dwell in the house of the Lorp, for ev - er, hal-le-1u - jah.
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
5 You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; *
you have anointed my head with oil,
and my cup is running over.
6 Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the Lorp for ever. /Ref]
THE SECOND LESSON 1 Peter 2:19-25

It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. If you endure when you are beaten for
doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. For to this
you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.
“He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he
suffered, he did not threaten; but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. He himself bore our sins in his body on
the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. For you were going
astray like sheep, but now you have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

AT THE SEQUENCE, HYMN 645 (stanzas 1-2, 5-6) “The King of love my shepherd is” St. Columba
Sung by all, standing. During the singing of the Sequence Hymn, children through second grade may follow the Dove Cross ro
Children’s Chapel.

Tue Hory GOSPEL John 10:1-10
‘The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a
thief and a bandit. The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and
the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes
ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. They will not follow a stranger, but they will run
from him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not
understand what he was saying to them. So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All
who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will
be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they
may have life, and have it abundantly.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON The Rev. Matthew Streett
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon.

PRESENTATION AND EXAMINATION OF THE CANDIDATES

ANNIE FRANCES SEXTON & TATE IaN KINCHELOE
Presider
The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented.

Parents and Godparents
I present V. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.

Presider
Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith and life?

Parents and Godparents
I will, with God’s help.



Presider

Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ?

Parents and Godparents
I will, with God’s help.

Then the Presider asks the following questions

Question
Answer

Question
Answer

Question
Answer

Question
Answer

Question
Answer

Question
Answer

Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?
I renounce them.

Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
I renounce them.

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?

I do.

Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?

I do.

Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord?

I do.

After all have been presented, the Presider addresses the congregation, saying

Presider
People
Presider

Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ?
We will.

Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant.

THE BarTisMAL COVENANT

Presider
People

Presider
People

Presider
People

Presider
People

Presider
People

Presider
People

Presider
People

Presider
People

Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and
born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord?

I will, with God’s help.

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
I will, with God’s help.

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?

I will, with God’s help.

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being?

I will, with God’s help.

PRAYERS FOR THE CANDIDATES
The Presider then says to the congregation
Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth.

Leader
People

Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
Lord, hear our prayer.



Leader ~ Open their hearts to your grace and truth.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader  Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader ~ Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader ~ Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader ~ Send them into the world in witness to your love.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader ~ Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

The Presider says
Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his resurrection
and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen.

THANKSGIVING OVER THE WATER
Presider  The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Presider
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through
it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received
the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and
resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his
resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his
fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit.

At the following words, the Presider touches the water
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and born
again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.
THE BArTISM
Each candidate is presented by name to the Presider, who then pours water upon the candidate, saying

N., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
N., you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen.

The Presider then says
Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon these your servants the
forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an
inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and
wonder in all your works. Amen.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share
with us in his eternal priesthood.

THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you. [7he people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]



WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Tuae Hory COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE
The people remain seated while an offering is received to support Holy Comforters work of sharing God's love with the world. As the
offering is brought forward to the altar, all stand.

AT THE OFFERTORY, ANTHEM: “The 23rd Psalm” Bobby McFerrin
The Lord is my Shepherd, I have all I need, *
She makes me lie down in green meadows,
Beside the still waters, She will lead.

She restores my soul, She rights my wrongs, *
She leads me in a path of good things,
And fills my heart with songs.

Even though I walk, through a dark and dreary land, *
There is nothing that can shake me,
She has said She won’t forsake me, I'm in her hand.

She sets a table before me, in the presence of my foes, *

She anoints my head with oil, And my cup overflows.

Surely, surely goodness and kindness will follow me,
All the days of my life, *

And I will live in her house,

Forever, forever and ever.

Glory be to our Mother, and Daughter,
And to the Holy of Holies, *
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be,

World without end. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  [7he people stand.] Prayer B, Book of Common Prayer, p. 367
| Celebrant People
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The Lord be with you. And al-so with you.
Celebrant People
LV. ~ ~
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Lift up your hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
Celebrant ~
—_ —

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People
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It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Presider proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven
and earth. [7he Presider continues.]

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sancrus, HymnaL, S 128 William Mathias
Sung by all.
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high-est.

The Presider continues and gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ and prays over the bread and wine.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
Presider  Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
People We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory;

The Presider continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread

and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ
and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus

Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and

for ever.
L Celebrant People
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N
A-men.

THE LoRD’S PRAYER
Presider  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and

the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD, HYMNAL, S 154
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there - fore let us keep the feast.
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Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia.

David Hurd



INVITATION  [The People are seated.]

As Jesus welcomed all to his table, so do we at Holy Comforter. The bread and the wine are the central symbols of God's presence and
we invite you to share in the Eucharist in whatever way feels comfortable to you, regardless of age or tradition. We also offer gluten-free
bread and unfermented grape juice as alternatives—just let the priest know. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms in front
of your chest. The Holy Eucharist is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling of Christ in us
and us in him. Come to the table and be joined into Christs ministry of love and reconciliation.

CoMMUNION Music  [Sung by all.]
HymN 304 “I come with joy to meet my Lord” Land of Rest
Hymn 343 “Shepherd of souls, refresh and bless” St. Agnes

THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER  [Said by all.]
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

THE EASTER BLESSING

AT THE CLOSING, HYMN 708 “Savior, like a shepherd lead us” Sicilian Mariners
Sung by all, standing.

DismissaL IN EASTER SEAsON, HymNAL, S 175
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Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, al-le-lu - ia,
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al-le - lu - ia.
p | People
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Thanks be to God, al-le-lu - ia, al-le - lu - ia.
CLOSING VOLUNTARY: Dialogue sur les grands jeux from Mass for the Convents Francois Couperin

S 278 (Gloria) © 1976 and S 128 (Sanctus) © 1985 Oxford University Press; S 154 (Fraction) © 1980 G.I.A. Publications, Inc.; S 120 (Sursum corda), S
142 (Great Amen), and S 175 (Dismissal) © 1985 Church Publishing, Inc.; used by permission One License #A-718650. Psalm setting © David Boul-
ware-Kelley, used by permission.



