
The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany

Church of the Holy Comforter – Vienna, Virginia
The Holy Eucharist

February 1, 2026 at 10:00 A.M.

The liturgy is taken from the Scottish Liturgy 1982 (Revised 2022).

Opening Voluntary: Prelude on Simple Gifts (Hymn 554)	 David Boulware-Kelley

The Entrance

At The Procession, Hymn 569 “God the Omnipotent! King, who ordainest”	 Russia
Sung by all, standing.

Presider	 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
People	 Amen.

The Presider says the Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hidden: cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria in excelsis, Hymn 899 [green hymnal]	 Carl Haywood
Sung by all.
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The Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.   Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, you govern all things both in heaven and on earth: Mercifully hear the supplications of your 
people, and in our time grant us your peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Word of God

The First Lesson   [The people are seated.]	 Micah 6:1-8
Hear what the Lord says: “Rise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the hills hear your voice. Hear, you 
mountains, the controversy of the Lord, and you enduring foundations of the earth; for the Lord has a controversy with his 
people, and he will contend with Israel.” “O my people, what have I done to you? In what have I wearied you? Answer me! 
For I brought you up from the land of Egypt, and redeemed you from the house of slavery; and I sent before you Moses, 
Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, remember now what King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam son of Beor answered 
him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the saving acts of the Lord.” “With what shall I come 
before the Lord, and bow myself before God on high? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year 
old? Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firstborn for my 
transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the 
Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 15   Domine, quis habitabit?	 David Boulware-Kelley
The cantor sings the refrain, which is then repeated by all. Thereafter, the cantor sings the verses, and all join on the refrain, as 
indicated.
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	 1	 Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? *  
			   who may abide upon your holy hill? 
	 2	 Whoever leads a blameless life and does what is right, *  
			   who speaks the truth from his heart. [Ref.]
	 3	 There is no guile upon his tongue;  
		  he does no evil to his friend; *  
			   he does not heap contempt upon his neighbor. 
	 4	 In his sight the wicked is rejected, *  
			   but he honors those who fear the Lord. [Ref.]
	 5	 He has sworn to do no wrong *  
			   and does not take back his word. 
	 6	 He does not give his money in hope of gain, *  
			   nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. 
	 7	 Whoever does these things *  
			   shall never be overthrown. [Ref.]

The Second Lesson	 1 Corinthians 1:18-31
The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where is the 
one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of 



our proclamation, to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is 
stronger than human strength. Consider your own call, brothers and sisters: not many of you were wise by human standards, 
not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God 
chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that are not, 
to reduce to nothing things that are, so that no one might boast in the presence of God. He is the source of your life in 
Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, in order that, as it 
is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

At The Sequence, Hymn 441 “In the cross of Christ I glory”	 Rathbun
Sung by all, standing. During the singing of the Sequence Hymn, children through second grade may follow the Dove Cross to 
Children’s Chapel.

The Holy Gospel	 Matthew 5:1-12
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to Christ our Savior.

When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began to 
speak, and taught them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they will be comforted. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. Blessed are the pure in 
heart, for they will see God. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for 
in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”
Give thanks to the Lord for his glorious Gospel. 
Praise to Christ our Lord.

The Sermon   The Rev. Matthew Streett
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon. The people stand for the Creed.

The Nicene Creed   [Said by all.]
We believe in one God, the Father, the almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one substance with the Father; through him all things 
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin 
Mary, and was made human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and the 
Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life 
of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People   [All remain standing.]	
The leader of the Prayers will begin with prayers for the church and the world. In the course of the silence after each bidding, you are 
invited to add your own prayers, either silently or aloud.

The Confession and Absolution

The Presider says
God is love and we are God’s children. There is no room for fear in love. We love because God loved us first. Let us confess 
our sins in penitence and faith.   [All kneel in silence.]
God our Father, we confess to you and to our fellow members in the Body of Christ that we have sinned in thought, 
word and deed, and in what we have failed to do. We are truly sorry. Forgive us our sins, and deliver us from the 



power of evil. For the sake of your Son who died for us, Jesus Christ, our Lord.

The Presider stands and says
God, who is both power and love, forgive you and free you from your sins, heal and strengthen you by the Holy Spirit and 
raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace

We meet in Christ’s name.
Let us share his peace.   [The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]

Welcome & Announcements

The Holy Communion

The Offertory Sentence

The people remain seated while an offering is received to support Holy Comforter’s work of sharing God’s love with the world. As the 
offering is brought forward to the altar, all stand.

At the Offertory, Anthem: “Let Nothing Ever Grieve Thee”	 Johannes Brahms
Let nothing ever grieve thee, distress thee, nor fret thee; heed God’s good will, my soul, be still, compose thee. 

Why brood all day in sorrow? Tomorrow will bring thee God’s help benign and grace sublime in mercy. 
Be true in all endeavor, and ever do bravely; what God decrees brings joy and peace: He’ll stay thee. Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving   [The people stand.]	
Presider	 The Lord be with you. 
People	 And also with you. 
Presider	 Lift up your hearts. 
People	 We lift them to the Lord. 
Presider	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People	 It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The Presider proceeds
 Worship and praise belong to you, Father, in every place and at all times. All power is yours. You created the heavens and 
established the earth; you sustain in being all that is.   [The Presider continues.]
...we offer you our praise, with angels and archangels and the whole company of heaven, singing the hymn of your unending 
glory:

Sanctus, Hymnal, S 127	 Calvin Hampton
Sung by all.
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The Presider continues and gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ and prays over the bread and wine.



The Presider continues
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory be to you, 
Lord of all ages, world without end. AMEN.

The Breaking of the Bread

Presider	 The living bread is broken for the life of the world. 
People	 Lord, unite us in this sign.

The Lord’s Prayer

Presider	 As our Savior has taught us, so we pray:
People	 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Do not 
bring us to the time of trial but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen.

The Communion Song, Hymnal, S 164	 Franz Schubert
Sung by all.
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Invitation   [The People are seated.]
As Jesus welcomed all to his table, so do we at Holy Comforter. The bread and the wine are the central symbols of God’s presence and 
we invite you to share in the Eucharist in whatever way feels comfortable to you, regardless of age or tradition. We also offer gluten-free 
bread and unfermented grape juice as alternatives—just let the priest know. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms in front 
of your chest. The Holy Eucharist is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling of Christ in us 
and us in him. Come to the table and be joined into Christ’s ministry of love and reconciliation.

Healing Prayers

Anyone wishing for healing prayers—whether for yourself or for another or for our hurting world—is invited to come to the prayer 
station in the back of the nave after receiving communion. You need only say as much as you wish, and anything said will be held in 
confidence.



Communion Music   [Sung by all.]
Hymn 554 “‘Tis the gift to be simple”	 Simple Gifts
Hymn 656 “Blest are the pure in heart”	 Franconia

Sending of Eucharistic Visitors

Presider	 In the name of God and of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you 
go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s Body and Blood.

People	 We who are many are one body because we share one bread, one cup.

The Postcommunion Prayer

Presider	 Give thanks to our gracious God: 
People	 whose mercy endures forever.

The Presider continues
Holy and life-giving God, we have broken the bread which is Christ’s body, we have tasted the wine of his new life. We 
thank you for these gifts by which we are made one in him and drawn into that new creation which is your will for all the 
world; through him who died for us and rose again, your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Blessing

Christ the Son of God gladden your hearts with the good news of God’s kingdom; And the blessing of God almighty, the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

At the Closing, Hymn 556 (stanzas 1-5) “Rejoice, ye pure in heart!”	 Marion 
Sung by all, standing.

Dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.

Closing Voluntary: Præludium in F Major	 Dietrich Buxtehude

899 (Gloria) © 1992, S 120 (Sursum corda) and S 142 (Great Amen) © 1985, and S 127 (Sanctus) © 1982 Church Publishing, Inc.; S 164 (Agnus Dei) 
© 1985 G.I.A. Publications, Inc.; used by permission One License #A-718650. Psalm setting © David Boulware-Kelley, used by permission.


