
The First Sunday after Christmas Day

Church of the Holy Comforter – Vienna, Virginia
Festival of Lessons and Carols with Holy Eucharist, Rite II

December 28, 2025 at 10:00 A.M.

Opening Voluntary: Pastorale	 César Franck

The Entrance

Carol, Hymn 102 (stanzas 1-2, 5-6) “Once in royal David’s city”	 Irby
Sung by all, standing.

The Bidding

Officiant	 Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear once more the message of 
the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a manger.
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our rebellion against 
him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and let us make this place glad with our 
carols of praise.
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the unity and mission of 
the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our country and in this city.
And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the cold, the hungry 
and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little children, as well as 
all those who do not know and love the Lord Jesus Christ.
Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude which no one can 
number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore.
The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the fellowship of the 
citizens above, may the King of Angels bring us all.

People	 Amen.

The Lessons

The First Lesson   [The people are seated.]	 Genesis 3:1-15
Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden.

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did 
God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the 
trees in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you 
touch it, or you shall die.’” But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman saw that the tree was good 
for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and 
ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they 
knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. They heard the sound 
of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are 
you?” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” He said, 
“Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, 
“The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the 
woman, “What is this that you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” The Lord God said to the 
serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you 
shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your 
offspring and hers; he will strike your head, and you will strike his heel.”



Carol, Hymn 88 “Sing, O sing, this blessed morn”	 England’s Lane
Sung by all, standing.

d

The Second Lesson   [The people are seated.]	 Isaiah 7:10-15
God promises that a child shall be conceived who will be known as “God with us.”

The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, 
“I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test.” Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for 
you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman 
is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to 
refuse the evil and choose the good.”

Carol, Hymn 87 “Hark! the herald angels sing”	 Mendelssohn
Sung by all, standing.

d

The Third Lesson   [The people are seated.]	 Luke 1:26-38
The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High.

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, 
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might 
be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 
be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is 
the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am I, 
the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.

Carol, Hymn 82 “Of the Father’s love begotten”	 Divinum mysterium
Sung by all, standing.

d

The Fourth Lesson   [The people are seated.]	 Luke 2:1-20
Jesus is born at Bethlehem and is worshiped by angels and shepherds.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also 
went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from 
the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 
child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were 
shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I 
am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is 
the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 
told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.



Carol, Hymn 105 “God rest you merry, gentlemen”	 God Rest You Merry
Sung by all, standing.

d

The Fifth Lesson   [The people are seated.]	 Matthew 2:1-12
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus.

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, 
“Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him 
homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of 
Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among 
the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’ ” Then Herod secretly called for 
the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, 
“Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him 
homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its 
rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed 
with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. 
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a 
dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

Carol, Hymn 92 “On this day earth shall ring”	 Personent hodie
Sung by all, standing.

d

The Sixth Lesson   [The people are seated.]	 Hebrews 1:1-12
In the fullness of time, God sent his Son whose reign is for ever and ever.

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to 
us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s 
glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made 
purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the 
name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today I 
have begotten you”? Or again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”? And again, when he brings the firstborn into 
the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.” Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his servants 
flames of fire.” But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter of 
your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil 
of gladness beyond your companions.” And, “In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, and the heavens are the work 
of your hands; they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like clothing; like a cloak you will roll them up, and 
like clothing they will be changed. But you are the same, and your years will never end.”

Carol, Hymn 97 “Dost thou in a manger lie”	 Dies est laetitiae
Sung by all, standing.

d

The Seventh Lesson   [The people are seated.]	 John 1:1-18
The Word was made flesh and we have seen his glory.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. 
All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in 
him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe 
through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, 
was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in 
his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will 



of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 
only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me 
ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law indeed 
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, 
who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.

Carol, Hymn 83 “O come, all ye faithful”	 Adeste fideles
Sung by all, standing.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.   [The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]

Welcome & Announcements

The Holy Communion

The Offertory Sentence

The people remain seated while an offering is received to support Holy Comforter’s work of sharing God’s love with the world. As the 
offering is brought forward to the altar, all stand.

At the Offertory, Anthem: “In the bleak mid-winter”	 Harold Darke
	 In the bleak mid-winter 	 Enough for him, whom cherubim  
	 Frosty wind made moan, 	 Worship night and day,  
	 Earth stood hard as iron, 	 A breastful of milk  
	 Water like a stone; 	 And a mangerful of hay;  
	 Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 	 Enough for him, whom angels  
	 Snow on snow, 	 Fall down before,  
	 In the bleak mid-winter 	 The ox and ass and camel  
	 Long ago.	 Which adore.

	 Our God, Heaven cannot hold him 	 What can I give him,  
	 Nor earth sustain; 	 Poor as I am?  
	 Heaven and earth shall flee away 	 If I were a shepherd  
	 When he comes to reign: 	 I would bring a lamb,  
	 In the bleak mid-winter 	 If I were a Wise Man  
	 A stable-place sufficed 	 I would do my part,  
	 The Lord God Almighty 	 Yet what I can I give him,  
	 Jesus Christ.	 Give my heart.

The Great Thanksgiving	 Prayer B, Book of Common Prayer, p. 367
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We lift them to the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant

Celebrant

Celebrant

People

People

People

The Presider proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth.   [The Presider continues.]
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:



Sanctus, Hymnal, S 125	 Richard Proulx
Sung by all.
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The Presider continues and gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ and prays over the bread and wine.

Memorial Acclamation

Presider	 Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
People	 We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory;

The Presider continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread 
and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ 
and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever. 
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A- men.

Celebrant People

The Lord’s Prayer

Presider	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread, Hymnal, S 152	 Ambrosian chant
The Presider sings the first line; the congregation responds by singing the second line.
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Al - le - lu - ia. Christ our Pass - o - ver is sac - ri - ficed for us;
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There - fore let us keep the feast.
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This setting is not used in Lent.

This setting may be sung full by all, or by the choir, or as a versicle and response.



Invitation   [The People are seated.]
As Jesus welcomed all to his table, so do we at Holy Comforter. The bread and the wine are the central symbols of God’s presence and 
we invite you to share in the Eucharist in whatever way feels comfortable to you, regardless of age or tradition. We also offer gluten-
free bread—just let the priest know. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms in front of your chest. The Holy Eucharist is an 
outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling of Christ in us and us in him. Come to the table and 
be joined into Christ’s ministry of love and reconciliation.

Communion Music   [Sung by all.]
Hymn 78 “O little town of Bethlehem” (stanzas 1-3, 5)	 Forest Green
Hymn 81 “Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming”	 Es ist ein Ros

The Postcommunion Prayer   [Said by all.]
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

The Christmas Blessing

May Christ, who by his Incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with his joy and peace; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Carol, Hymn 99 “Go tell it on the mountain”	 Go Tell It on the Mountain 
Sung by all, standing.

Dismissal   [The people respond,]
Thanks be to God.

Closing Voluntary: Prelude on In dir ist Freude (In thee is joy)	 Johann Sebastian Bach

S 120 (Sursum corda) and S 142 (Great Amen) © 1985, and S 152 (Fraction) © 1971 Church Publishing, Inc.; S 125 (Sanctus) © 1971, 1977 GIA Publi-
cations, Inc.; used by permission One License #A-718650.


