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The Ordination of Melissa Carnall Fauci

Church of the Holy Comforter – Vienna, Virginia
The Holy Eucharist Rite II with Ordination of a Priest

December 6, 2025 at 11:00 A.M.

!e liturgy follows the Book of Common Prayer, beginning at page 525.

OPENING VOLUNTARIES

Plein Jeu on Veni Creator Spiritus (Hymn 502/504) Nicolas de Grigny 
Prelude on Psalm 42 (Hymn 67) Johann Gottfried Walther 
Prelude on Komm, Gott, Schöpfer, Heiliger Geist (Hymn 501) Johann Sebastian Bach

THE ENTRANCE

AT THE PROCESSION, Hymn 67 “Comfort, comfort ye my people” Psalm 42
Sung by all, standing.

Bishop Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

!e Bishop says the Collect for Purity
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE PRESENTATION
!e bishop and people sit. A Priest and a Lay Person, and additional presenters if desired, standing before the bishop, present the 
ordinand, saying

Ted, Bishop in the Church of God, on behalf of the clergy and people of the Diocese of Louisiana, we present to you 
Melissa Carnall Fauci to be ordained a priest in Christ’s holy catholic Church.

Bishop
Has she been selected in accordance with the canons of this Church? And do you believe her manner of life to be suitable to 
the exercise of this ministry?

Presenters
We certify to you that she has satis&ed the requirements of the canons, and we believe her to be quali&ed for this order.

!e Bishop says to the ordinand
Will you be loyal to the doctrine, discipline, and worship of Christ as this Church has received them? And will you, in 
accordance with the canons of this Church, obey your bishop and other ministers who may have authority over you and 
your work?

Answer
I am willing and ready to do so; and I solemnly declare that I do believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments 
to be the Word of God, and to contain all things necessary to salvation; and I do solemnly engage to conform to the 
doctrine, discipline, and worship of the Episcopal Church.

!e Ordinand then signs the above Declaration in the sight of all present.
All stand. !e Bishop says to the people

Dear friends in Christ, you know the importance of this ministry, and the weight of your responsibility in presenting 
Melissa Carnall Fauci for ordination to the sacred priesthood. 'erefore if any of you know any impediment or crime 
because of which we should not proceed, come forward now, and make it known.

If no objection is made, the Bishop continues
Is it your will that Melissa be ordained a priest?

!e People respond
It is.



Bishop
Will you uphold her in this ministry?

!e People respond
We will.

!e Bishop then calls the people to prayer
In peace let us pray to the Lord.

THE LITANY FOR ORDINATIONS
!e people kneel.
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we pray to you, O Lord. Lord,

People

hear our prayer.

be found without fault at the Day of your Coming,
For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and
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We pray to
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People

mer cy on us.

For all members of your Church in their vocation and ministry, that they may serve you in a true and godly life,
we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For Sean, our Presiding Bishop, and for all bishops, priests, and deacons, that they may be &lled with your love, may hunger 
for truth, and may thirst after righteousness,
we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For Melissa, chosen priest in your Church,
we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

'at she may faithfully ful&ll the duties of this ministry, build up your Church, and glorify your Name,
we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

'at by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit she may be sustained and encouraged to persevere to the end,



we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For her family, that they may be adorned with all Christian virtues,
we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease and that all may be one as you and the 
Father are one,
we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth,
we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For those who do not yet believe, and for those who have lost their faith, that they may receive the light of the Gospel,
we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and peoples,
we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice and promote the dignity and freedom of every person,
we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For a blessing upon all human labor, and for the right use of the riches of creation, that the world may be freed from 
poverty, famine, and disaster,
we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who su(er; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be 
relieved and protected,
we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For ourselves; for the forgiveness of our sins, and for the grace of the Holy Spirit to amend our lives,
we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, and those whose faith is known to you alone, that, with all the 
saints, they may have rest in that place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal,
we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one another
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and all our life to Christ our God. To

People

you, O Lord our God.

!e Kyrie is sung as follows
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The Lord be with you.

Bishop (standing)

And also with you.

People

Let us pray.

Bishop

Lord,

Cantor

have mer cy, Christ,

People

have mer cy. Lord,

Cantor and People

have mer cy.

!e Bishop who is presiding stands and says
'e Lord be with you.   And also with you.   Let us pray. 
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred mystery; 
by the e(ectual working of your providence, carry out in tranquillity the plan of salvation; let the whole world see and know 
that things which were cast down are being raised up, and things which had grown old are being made new, and that all 



things are being brought to their perfection by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD

THE FIRST LESSON   [!e people are seated.] Isaiah 6:1-8
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe &lled the 
temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they 
covered their feet, and with two they )ew. And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the 
whole earth is full of his glory.” 'e pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house &lled 
with smoke. And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet 
my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 'en one of the seraphs )ew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken 
from the altar with a pair of tongs. 'e seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, 
your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.” 'en I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!”
'e Word of the Lord. 
!anks be to God.

PSALM 132 :8-19   Memento, Domine David Boulware-Kelley
!e cantor sings the refrain, which is then repeated by all. !ereafter, the cantor sings the verses, and all join on the refrain, as 
indicated.
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 8 Arise, O Lord, into your resting-place, *  
   you and the ark of your strength.
 9 Let your priests be clothed with righteousness; *  
   let your faithful people sing with joy.
 10 For your servant David’s sake, *  
   do not turn away the face of your Anointed. [Ref.]
 11 'e Lord has sworn an oath to David; *  
   in truth, he will not break it:
 12 “A son, the fruit of your body *  
   will I set upon your throne.
 13 If your children keep my covenant  
  and my testimonies that I shall teach them, *  
   their children will sit upon your throne for evermore.” [Ref.]
 14 For the Lord has chosen Zion; *  
   he has desired her for his habitation:
 15 “'is shall be my resting-place for ever; *  
   here will I dwell, for I delight in her. [Ref.]
 16 I will surely bless her provisions, *  
   and satisfy her poor with bread.
 17 I will clothe her priests with salvation, *  
   and her faithful people will rejoice and sing. [Ref.]
 18 'ere will I make the horn of David )ourish; *  
   I have prepared a lamp for my Anointed. 
 19 As for his enemies, I will clothe them with shame; *  
   but as for him, his crown will shine.” [Ref.]
 THE SECOND LESSON 1 Peter 5:1-4

Now as an presbyter myself and a witness of the su(erings of Christ, as well as one who shares in the glory to be revealed, 
I exhort the presbyters among you to tend the )ock of God that is in your charge, exercising the oversight, not under 
compulsion but willingly, as God would have you do it —not for sordid gain but eagerly. Do not lord it over those in your 



charge, but be examples to the )ock. And when the chief shepherd appears, you will win the crown of glory that never fades 
away.
'e Word of the Lord. 
!anks be to God.

AT THE SEQUENCE, Hymn “God of the women” Slane
Sung by all, standing.
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Music:

Words:

E  (capo 1, D). Keyboard and guitar should not sound together.

University Press. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Slane, Irish ballad melody; adapt. The Church Harmony, 1927; harm. David Evans (1847–1948) © Oxford
Worship (Geneva Press 2000). All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Carolyn Winfrey Gillette © 1998 Carolyn Winfrey Gillette, from Gifts of Love: New Hymns for Today’s
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THE HOLY GOSPEL John 10:11-18
'e Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. 'e good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 'e hired hand, who is not the 
shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches 
them and scatters them. 'e hired hand runs away because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good 
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my 
life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. 
So there will be one )ock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in order to take it 
up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to 
take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.”
'e Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON   'e Right Reverend Ted Gulick
A brief period of silence is observed for re"ection on the sermon. !e people stand for the Creed.

THE NICENE CREED   [Said by all.]
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. !rough him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was cruci"ed under Pontius Pilate; he su#ered death and 



was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at 
the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 
no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father 
and the Son he is worshiped and glori"ed. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE EXAMINATION
All are seated except the ordinand, who stands before the Bishop
!e Bishop addresses the ordinand as follows

My sister, the Church is the family of God, the body of Christ, and the temple of the Holy Spirit. All baptized people are 
called to make Christ known as Savior and Lord, and to share in the renewing of his world. Now you are called to work as 
a pastor, priest, and teacher, together with your bishop and fellow presbyters, and to take your share in the councils of the 
Church.
As a priest, it will be your task to proclaim by word and deed the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and to fashion your life in 
accordance with its precepts. You are to love and serve the people among whom you work, caring alike for young and old, 
strong and weak, rich and poor. You are to preach, to declare God’s forgiveness to penitent sinners, to pronounce God’s 
blessing, to share in the administration of Holy Baptism and in the celebration of the mysteries of Christ’s Body and Blood, 
and to perform the other ministrations entrusted to you.
In all that you do, you are to nourish Christ’s people from the riches of his grace, and strengthen them to glorify God in this 
life and in the life to come.
My sister, do you believe that you are truly called by God and his Church to this priesthood?

Answer I believe I am so called.
Bishop Do you now in the presence of the Church commit yourself to this trust and responsibility?
Answer I do.
Bishop Will you respect and be guided by the pastoral direction and leadership of your bishop?
Answer I will.
Bishop Will you be diligent in the reading and study of the Holy Scriptures, and in seeking the knowledge of such things as 

may make you a stronger and more able minister of Christ?
Answer I will.
Bishop Will you endeavor so to minister the Word of God and the sacraments of the New Covenant, that the reconciling love 

of Christ may be known and received?
Answer I will.
Bishop Will you undertake to be a faithful pastor to all whom you are called to serve, laboring together with them and with 

your fellow ministers to build up the family of God?
Answer I will.
Bishop Will you do your best to pattern your life and that of your family in accordance with the teachings of Christ, so that 

you may be a wholesome example to your people?
Answer I will.
Bishop Will you persevere in prayer, both in public and in private, asking God’s grace, both for yourself and for others, 

o(ering all your labors to God, through the mediation of Jesus Christ, and in the sancti&cation of the Holy Spirit?
Answer I will.
Bishop May the Lord who has given you the will to do these things give you the grace and power to perform them.
Answer Amen.

THE CONSECRATION OF THE PRIEST
All now stand except the ordinand, who kneels facing the Bishop and the presbyters who stand to the right and left of the Bishop.

HYMN 502 “O Holy Spirit, by whose breath” Veni Creator Spiritus
Sung by all.



A period of silent prayer follows, the people still standing. 

!e Bishop then says this Prayer of Consecration
God and Father of all, we praise you for your in&nite love in calling us to be a holy people in the kingdom of your Son 
Jesus our Lord, who is the image of your eternal and invisible glory, the &rstborn among many brethren, and the head of 
the Church. We thank you that by his death he has overcome death, and, having ascended into heaven, has poured his gifts 
abundantly upon your people, making some apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip 
the saints for the work of ministry and the building up of his body.

Here the Bishop lays hands upon the head of the ordinand, the Priests who are present also laying on their hands. At the same time the 
Bishop prays

'erefore, Father, through Jesus Christ your Son, give your Holy Spirit to Melissa; &ll her with grace and power, and make 
her a priest in your Church.
May she exalt you, O Lord, in the midst of your people; o(er spiritual sacri&ces acceptable to you; boldly proclaim the 
gospel of salvation; and rightly administer the sacraments of the New Covenant. Make her a faithful pastor, a patient 
teacher, and a wise councilor. Grant that in all things she may serve without reproach, so that your people may be 
strengthened and your Name glori&ed in all the world. All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the 
Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.

!e People in a loud voice respond
Amen.

!e new Priest is now vested according to the order of priests. 

!e Bishop then gives a Bible to the newly ordained, saying
Receive this Bible as a sign of the authority given you to preach the Word of God and to administer his holy Sacraments. Do 
not forget the trust committed to you as a priest of the Church of God.

!e Bishop greets the newly ordained. 

THE PEACE

'e peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.   [!e people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE HOLY COMMUNION

THE OFFERTORY SENTENCE

!e people remain seated while an o$ering is received to support Holy Comforter’s work of sharing God’s love with the world. Today’s 
loose o!ering is designated for Melissa Fauci’s Discretionary Fund. As the o$ering is brought forward to the altar, all stand.

AT THE OFFERTORY, Hymn: “Canticle of the Turning” Rory Cooney
Sung by all.
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Based on the Magnificat, Luke 1:46–58
STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN

Words and Tune Adapt. Rory Cooney

CANTICLE OF THE TURNING
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b œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙
The Lord be with you.

œ œ œ œ œ ˙
And al - so with you.

b œ œm œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙
Lift up your hearts.

œ œ œm œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙
We lift them to the Lord.

b œ œ œ œ œm œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

b œ œ œ œm œ œ œ œ œ œ œ ˙ ˙
It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Celebrant

Celebrant

Celebrant

People

People

People

!e Bishop proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth.   [!e Presider continues.]
'erefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:



SANCTUS, Hymn 858 [green hymnal] Land of Rest
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*Optional text:˙ œ œ œ œ
Bless - ed is the ȯne

!e Bishop continues and gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ and prays over the bread and wine.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

Bishop 'erefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
People Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

!e Bishop continues
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacri&ce of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 
resurrection, and ascension, we o(er you these gifts.
Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of 
new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 



and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.

b œ œ ˙ œ ˙ ˙
A- men.

Celebrant People

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Bishop And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD, Hymn 876 [green hymnal] Land of Rest
Sung by all.
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ẇ ˙

˙ œ œ
Bod -
share

y
one

of

˙ œ œw
.˙ œw

All repeat Antiphonw
Christ.
bread.
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INVITATION   [!e People are seated.].
!e Holy Eucharist in the bread and the wine is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling 
of Christ in us and us in him. All baptized Christians are welcome to the table to be joined into Christ’s ministry of love and 
reconciliation. We o$er gluten-free bread and unfermented grape juice for those in need of an alternative—just let the priest know.

COMMUNION MUSIC   [Sung by all.]
Hymn “People of God” Earth and All Stars
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Hymn 761 [green hymnal] “All who hunger gather gladly” Holy Manna
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Harmony (the melody is in the tenor)
Hymn 812 [green hymnal] “I, the Lord of sea and sky” Here I am, Lord



THE POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER   [Said by all.]
Almighty Father, we thank you for feeding us with the holy food of the Body and Blood of your Son, and for uniting 
us through him in the fellowship of your Holy Spirit. We thank you for raising up among us faithful servants for the 
ministry of your Word and Sacraments. We pray that Melissa may be to us an e#ective example in word and action, 
in love and patience, and in holiness of life. Grant that we, with her, may serve you now, and always rejoice in your 
glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen.

THE BLESSING

!e Bishop then asks the new priest to bless the people. !e new Priest says.
'e blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

AT THE CLOSING, Hymn 376 “Joyful, joyful, we adore thee” Hymn to Joy 
Sung by all, standing.

DISMISSAL   [!e people respond,]
!anks be to God.

CLOSING VOLUNTARY: Allegro maestoso e vivace—Fuga from Sonata II Felix Mendelssohn

Litany for Ordinations, Sursum corda, Sanctus, and Great Amen © Church Publishing, Inc.; “God of the women” © Carolyn Winfrey Gillette; People 
of God” © Selah Publishing Company and Augsburg Fortress Publishers; “Canticle of the Turning” and “All who hunger gather gladly” © GIA Publica-
tions, Inc.; “'e disciples knew the Lord Jesus” © Jack Warren Burnam; “I, the Lord of sea and sky” © Daniel. L. Schutte and New Dawn Music; used by 
permission One License #A-718650. Psalm setting © David Boulware-Kelley, used by permission.
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