
The Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 28

Church of the Holy Comforter – Vienna, Virginia
The Holy Eucharist Rite II with Baptism

November 16, 2025 at 10:00 A.M.

The liturgy follows the Book of Common Prayer, beginning at page 299.

Opening Voluntary: Grave—Adagio from Sonata II	 Felix Mendelssohn

The Entrance

At The Procession, Hymn 392 “Come, we that love the Lord”	 Vineyard Haven
Sung by all, standing.

Presider	 Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People	 And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
Presider	 There is one Body and one Spirit; 
People	 There is one hope in God’s call to us; 
Presider	 One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
People	 One God and Father of all.

The Collect of the Day

The Lord be with you.   And also with you.   Let us pray. 
Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you have given us 
in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Word of God

The First Lesson   [The people are seated.]	 Isaiah 65:17-25
I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; the former things shall not be remembered or come to mind. But be glad 
and rejoice forever in what I am creating; for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. I will rejoice 
in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, or the cry of distress. No more 
shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; for one who dies at a 
hundred years will be considered a youth, and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. They shall build 
houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall 
not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work 
of their hands. They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord—
and their descendants as well. Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb 
shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent—its food shall be dust! They shall not hurt or destroy 
on all my holy mountain, says the Lord.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Canticle 9   The First Song of Isaiah   Ecce, Deus	 David Boulware-Kelley
The cantor sings the refrain, which is then repeated by all. Thereafter, the cantor sings the verses, and all join on the refrain, as 
indicated.
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	 	 Surely, it is God who saves me; * 
			   I will trust in him and not be afraid.
		  For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, *  
			   and he will be my Savior. [Ref.]



		  Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing *  
			   from the springs of salvation.
		  And on that day you shall say, * 
			   Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;
		  Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 
			   see that they remember that his Name is exalted. [Ref.]
		  Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, *  
			   and this is known in all the world.
		  Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 
			   for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. [Ref.]

The Second Lesson	 2 Thessalonians 3:6-9
Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from believers who are living in 
idleness and not according to the tradition that they received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate 
us; we were not idle when we were with you, and we did not eat anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and 
labor we worked night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. This was not because we do not have that right, 
but in order to give you an example to imitate.
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

At The Sequence, Hymn 665 (stanzas 1-3) “All my hope on God is founded”	 Michael
Sung by all, standing. During the singing of the Sequence Hymn, children aged four through fifth grade may follow the Dove Cross to 
Children’s Chapel.

The Holy Gospel	 Luke 21:5-19
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, Jesus 
said, “As for these things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown 
down.” They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about to take place?” And he 
said, “Beware that you are not led astray; for many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not 
go after them. When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place first, but the 
end will not follow immediately.” Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 
there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great 
signs from heaven. But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues 
and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors because of my name. This will give you an opportunity to 
testify. So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of 
your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. You will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and 
friends; and they will put some of you to death. You will be hated by all because of my name. But not a hair of your head 
will perish. By your endurance you will gain your souls.”
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon   The Rev. Melissa Fauci
A brief period of silence is observed for reflection on the sermon.

Presentation and Examination of the Candidates

Mackenzie Marie Bergen & Madeleine Tori Fox
Presider 
The Candidates for Holy Baptism will now be presented.
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Parents and Godparents 
I present N. to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.

Presider 
Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought up in the Christian faith and life?

Parents and Godparents 
I will, with God’s help.

Presider 
Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the full stature of Christ?

Parents and Godparents 
I will, with God’s help.

Then the Presider asks the following questions
Question	 Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God? 
Answer	 I renounce them.

Question	 Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God? 
Answer	 I renounce them.

Question	 Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God? 
Answer	 I renounce them.

Question	 Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior? 
Answer	 I do.

Question	 Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love? 
Answer	 I do.

Question	 Do you promise to follow and obey him as your Lord? 
Answer	 I do.

After all have been presented, the Presider addresses the congregation, saying
Presider	 Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ? 
People	 We will. 
Presider	 Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal covenant.

The Baptismal Covenant

Presider	 Do you believe in God the Father? 
People	 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Presider	 Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People	 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 

born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

Presider	 Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People	 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Presider	 Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers? 
People	 I will, with God’s help.

Presider	 Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 
People	 I will, with God’s help.

Presider	 Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 
People	 I will, with God’s help.

Presider	 Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 
People	 I will, with God’s help.

Presider	 Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being? 
People	 I will, with God’s help.



Prayers for the Candidates

The Presider then says to the congregation
Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth.
Leader	 Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death. 
People	 Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader	 Open their hearts to your grace and truth. 
People	 Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader	 Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit. 
People	 Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader	 Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church. 
People	 Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader	 Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit. 
People	 Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader	 Send them into the world in witness to your love. 
People	 Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader	 Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory. 
People	 Lord, hear our prayer.

The Presider says
Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power of his resurrection 
and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and for ever. Amen.

Thanksgiving over the Water

Presider	 The Lord be with you. 
People	 And also with you. 
Presider	 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People	 It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Presider
We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through 
it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received 
the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and 
resurrection, from the bondage of sin into everlasting life.
We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his 
resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we bring into his 
fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.

At the following words, the Presider touches the water
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are cleansed from sin and born 
again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Baptism
Each candidate is presented by name to the Presider, who then pours water upon the candidate, saying

N., I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
N., you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ’s own for ever. Amen.

The Presider then says
Let us pray.
Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon these your servants the 
forgiveness of sin, and have raised them to the new life of grace. Sustain them, O Lord, in your Holy Spirit. Give them an 
inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and 
wonder in all your works. Amen.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.



We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share 
with us in his eternal priesthood.

The Peace

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.   [The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace and are then seated.]

Welcome & Announcements

The Holy Communion

The Offertory Sentence

The people remain seated while an offering is received to support Holy Comforter’s work of sharing God’s love with the world. As the 
offering is brought forward to the altar, all stand.

At the Offertory, Anthem: “At The River”	 Aaron Copland
	 Shall we gather by the river,	 Soon we’ll reach the shining river, 
	 Where bright angels’ feet have trod,	 Soon our pilgrimage will cease, 
	 With its crystal tide forever	 Soon our happy hearts will quiver 
	 Flowing by the throne of God?	 With the melody of peace.

	 Yes, we’ll gather by the river,	 Yes, we’ll gather by the river, 
	 The beautiful, the beautiful river,	 The beautiful, the beautiful river, 
	 Gather with the saints by the river	 Gather with the saints by the river 
	 That flows by the throne of God.	 That flows by the throne of God.

The Great Thanksgiving   [The people stand.]	 Prayer B, Book of Common Prayer, p. 367
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It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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The Presider proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth.   [The Presider continues.]
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever 
sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus, Mass of the Holy Comforter	 David Boulware-Kelley
Sung by all.
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The Presider continues and gives thanks to God for the reconciling work of Christ and prays over the bread and wine.

Memorial Acclamation

Presider	 Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
People	 We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his coming in glory;

The Presider continues
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread 
and this wine.
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ 
and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being 
sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and 
for ever.
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Celebrant People

The Lord’s Prayer

Presider	 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
People	 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread, Mass of the Holy Comforter	 David Boulware-Kelley
Sung by all.
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Invitation   [The People are seated.]
As Jesus welcomed all to his table, so do we at Holy Comforter. The bread and the wine are the central symbols of God’s presence and 
we invite you to share in the Eucharist in whatever way feels comfortable to you, regardless of age or tradition. We also offer gluten-free 
bread and unfermented grape juice as alternatives—just let the priest know. If you prefer to receive a blessing, cross your arms in front 



of your chest. The Holy Eucharist is an outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, a mutual indwelling of Christ in us 
and us in him. Come to the table and be joined into Christ’s ministry of love and reconciliation.

Communion Music   [Sung by all.]
Hymn 620 “Jerusalem, my happy home”	 Land of Rest
Hymn 316 “This is the hour of banquet and of song”	 Canticum Refectionis

Sending of Eucharistic Visitors

Presider	 In the name of God and of this congregation, I send you forth bearing these holy gifts, that those to whom you 
go may share with us in the Communion of Christ’s Body and Blood.

People	 We who are many are one body because we share one bread, one cup.

The Postcommunion Prayer   [Said by all.]
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

At the Closing, Hymn 597 “O day of peace that dimly shines”	 Jerusalem 
Sung by all, standing.

Dismissal   [The people respond,]
Thanks be to God.

Closing Voluntary: Toccata Brevis	 Dan Gawthrop

Mass of the Holy Comforter and psalm setting © David Boulware-Kelley, used by permission.


